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*Descent of John Tinker to Patricia Bowles: John Tinker, 9GG; Samuel Tinker, 8GG; John 
Tinker, 7GG; John Tinker, 6GG; Elihu Tinker, 5GG; Ralph Tinker, 4GG; Elizabeth Tinker, 
3GG: Mary Phillips, 2GG; Jessie Smith, GG; Frances Massey, Grandmother; Patricia Bowles, 
Mother. 
 

Above: Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor by William Halsall, 1882. 
The Mayflower, a merchant vessel, is a “classic example of a sail-
ing ship from the 17th century.” Below: The Liefde, a sailing ship 
from 1638. (Wikipedia.) John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) em-
igrated from England to New England on such a ship by 1635. He 
returned to London in 1639 to transact business for Governor 
John Winthrop and returned to Massachusetts in 1640; John 
Tinker’s ring seal.     

The Tinker Family 
 

A history of Mr. John Tinker, Ninth Great-Grandfather, friend and business agent of John 
Winthrop, Governor of Massachusetts, who emigrated from England to Massachusetts about 
1635, to Elizabeth Tinker, Third Great-Grandmother, who married Isaac Phillips in 1823. 
 

ohn Tinker* (9th Great-Grandfather; about 1615-1662) was a productive and 
important man in the early history of New England. He was as a friend and busi-
ness associate of some of the leading men of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  

He was a pioneer to a 
number of towns and was 
the very first settler in 
what later became Groton, 
Massachusetts. Many of 
his original letters survive 
to this day. 
 
Much detailed informat-
ion about John Tinker is 
contained in the book, 
Descendants of James 
Stancliff of Middletown, 
Connecticut and Allied 
Families, by Robert C. and 
Sherry Smith Stancliff. 
This is a well-researched 
book with over fifty-five 
sources cited.    
 

“John Tinker appeared in the 
records of Boston as early as 
1635. He is said to have been 
born in England. We know that 
his mother was living in the 
Colonies in 1639, for while on 
a business trip to England, John 
Tinker wrote a report or letter to 
John Winthrop, Governor of 

the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and enclosed a ‘letter to my mother’ and asked the 
Governor to see that she received it. It did not mention her name.”  
 
“John Tinker was consistently referred to in the records as ‘Master Tinker’ or ‘Mr. Tink-
er,’ a term reserved for those who were either exceptionally well educated or held a high  

J
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Top: Signature of John Tinker (9th Great-Grand-
father).  “His chirography was very neat as can be seen 
by the original papers that still exist.” Middle: Wethers-
field, Connecticut, where John Tinker was a land own-
er in 1640. Above: Boston in 1768. (Wikipedia.) John 
lived in Boston in the late 1630s and again by 1648. He 
resided in a number of different towns in Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut over his lifetime.      

social position. John Tinker’s social position in England is unknown, but he was a highly 
educated man. He acted as an Attorney for many of the most prominent men of Boston. He 

was a scrivener and wrote many 
legal documents extant today. He 
acted as a confidential business 
agent for John Winthrop, Governor 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
for many years, and was possibly 
even part of the Winthrop house-
hold. His name was included on 
an undated tailor’s bill sent to 
Governor Winthrop as receiving 
several articles of clothing. Other 
names on this bill were a Winthrop 
family member and others in the 
household; it was endorsed by 
Gov. Winthrop ‘ffamilye Bill.’” 
 
“He was a trader or merchant, con-
ducting business with the Indians 
locally and engaging in the shipping 
trade with England and the West 
Indies. He owned a part interest in 
the ship Susan and Ellen and travel-
ed at times as supercargo on that 
ship and others. He entered partner-
ships with several of the sons of 
Gov. Winthrop at various times, 
but his particular friend was John 
Winthrop, Jr., who was instru-
mental in convincing John Tinker 
to move to the new community 
of Pequot or New London, in 
the Connecticut Colony.” 
 
“By 1640 Capt. John was among 
those listed as land owners in the 
town of Wethersfield. It is not 
known if he ever lived there, but 
he did leave Boston for Connect-
icut in 1640.” 
 

“In 1643 he formed a partnership with John Griffen and Michael Humphrey of Windsor to manu-
facture pitch and tar and to collect turpentine. These products were needed by the British Navy and 
were nearly the only products that England allowed to be exported from the Colonies. Tinker owned 
large tracts of land in that part of Windsor called Massaco, which later became Simbury, Connecticut. 
He returned to Boston by 1648 and divested himself of the Windsor land holdings in 1654.” 
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Top left: The Loomis Homestead in 
Windsor, Connecticut, “one of the old-
est homesteads in Connecticut (1640);” 
1910 post card. Left: Windsor’s Town 
Seal, which reads, “The First English 
Settlement in Connecticut; Settled 
1633.” John Tinker owned large tracts 
of land in that part of Windsor called 
Massaco, but sold his holdings in 1654. 
Above and below: Maps of Boston in 
1775. (Wikipedia.)      

“The Aspinwall Notarial Records of Boston verified the divorce of a Sarah Barnes from 
her husband William Barnes by Order of the Court dated 6 (4) 1648. Sarah had been 

deserted by her husband, William Barnes ‘of 
Glouster,’ and according to the law at that time 

she was able to obtain a di-
vorce after a period of three 
years. The divorce was not 
recorded until 29 (8), 1649, 
and the record immediately 
following this certifies the 
marriage of Sarah Barnes to 
John Tinker. The very next 
record concerned the proper-

ty of John Tinker’s wife Sarah, and referred to 
Gregory Willshere of Bread Street, in London, 
Ironmonger, as Tinker’s ‘trusty and well belov-
ed brother.’ A letter dated April 1, 1653, from 
Robert Hawthorne of Bray, to his brother 

William Haw-
thorne of New 
England was addressed to the care of Mr. Tinker at 
William Willsheer’s house, Ironmonger…in Bread-
street, London.” Bread Street is a ward in central 
London.  
 
“It would seem then, that John Tinker’s first wife was 
Sarah (Willshere) Barnes, sister of Gregory Willshere 
or Wiltshire.” 
 
“At the time the records were recorded, Sarah (Will-

shere) Barnes Tinker had already died. Only three weeks had passed from the date of 
the divorce until Sarah’s inventory in Suffolk County Records was taken 22 (5) 1648. 
The inventory and Will from records of Suffolk County, Massachusetts, are erroneously 
listed under the name of Henry Kemball.”  
 
“Sarah (Wiltshire) Barnes Tinker had two daughters at the time of her death, Mary and  
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Top: Wayside Inn in Sudbury, Massachusetts, which 
dates from 1686. (Wikipedia.) John and Mary Smith 
(10th Great-Grandparents) lived in Sudbury before 
moving to Lancaster, Massachusetts (above), where 
they died in 1659 and 1669. John Tinker (9th Great-
Grandfather) was one of the principal founders and 
leaders of Lancaster from 1655 to 1659.  

 

Alice. The eldest daughter was entrusted to the care of Richard Cooke, tailor of Boston, 
and the younger daughter to the care of John Tinker. It is possible that the wife of 
Richard Cooke might be the sister of Sarah. In 1651 the inventory of one Henry Sandyes 

mentions debts owed to a very 
great number of people through-
out the state of Massachusetts, 
including John Tinker and ‘Jno 
Tinker’s other wife’s sister,’ indi-
cating that Sarah (Willshere) Barn-
es Tinker had a sister living in the 
Boston area at that time.” 
 
“John Tinker married before Dec-
ember 9, 1649, as his second wife, 
Alice Smith (9th Great-Grand-
mother), daughter of John and 
Mary Smith (10th Great-Grand-
parents) of Boston, Sudbury and 
Lancaster, Massachusetts; born 
November 20, 1629, and died in 
Lyme, Connecticut, on her birth-
day, November 20, 1714, at age 
85. While the record of John 
Tinker’s second marriage has not 
been found, there is an entry in 
Aspinwall’s Notarial Records in 
which both John and Alice act as 
witnesses to a land transaction in 
which Amos Richardson was the 
attorney, dated December 9, 1649. 
On this date Alice signed her 
name Alice Tinker.”  
 
John Smith died in Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, on July 16, 1669. 

His wife, Mary, predeceased him by some ten years on December 27, 1659, in Lancaster. 
They have no gravestones. Their parents or place of origin in England is unknown.   
 
“Although he was listed as an original proprietor of Groton or Groaten, Massachusetts, 
along with brothers in law, Richard Smith (9th Great-Granduncle) and Amos Richard-
son, he lived there only a short time. Amos Richardson, tailor, remained in Boston, 
Richard Smith moved to Sudbury and John Tinker located in Lancaster.” 
 
The town of Groton, Massachusetts, “began with the trading post of John Tinker, who 
conducted business there with the Nipmuc Algonquin Indians at the confluence of Nod 
Brook and the Nashua River. Indians called the area ‘Petapawag,’ meaning ‘swampy 
land.’ Pioneers followed the Indian trails from Massachusetts Bay, as Tinker had, and 
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Top: The Nashua River 
just outside Groton, 
Massachusetts. Above: 
Groton Town Seal. Right: 
Algonquin Couple, 18th 
century watercolor by an 
unknown artist. (Wikipedia.) 
The town of Groton 
“began with the trading 
post of John Tinker (9th 
Great-Grandfather), 
who conducted business 
there with the Nipmuc 
Algonquin Indians at 
the confluence of Nod 
Brook and the Nashua 
River.       

found the region productive for fishing and farming. The town was officially settled and 
incorporated in 1655, named for Groton in Suffolk County, England, the hometown of an 

early selectman, Dean 
Winthrop. Called “‘The Plantation of Groton,’ it included all of present-day Groton, 
Ayer, most of Pepperell and Shirley and large parts of Dunstable and Littleton” (Wikipedia).      
 
“The family was in Lancaster, Massachusetts, by 1655 and lived there through 1659. 
John Tinker was granted a sizable real estate holding to entice him to that area. His 
education and skills in government were needed.” He was Clerk of the Town during his 
entire residence and became “the most prominent member of the board of selectmen.” 
While acting in his appointed positions he once wrote, “Gentlemen, be pleased to 
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resolve these cases; and vouchsafe us an addition to our powers where defective, in any 
of these, as without which we are, or seem, of little courage; and by which, through 

God’s assistance, we may be theirs and yours humbly to serve.” He also wrote, “The 
power was given as requested to give a ‘small penalty’ to the breach of our orders made 
for the good of the town, each neighbor, etc.” (History of the Town of Lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts: From the First Settlement to the Present Time, 1643-1879, page, 82, by Rev. 
Abijah P. Marvin, published 1879).  
 
While in Lancaster “he never relinquished his private enterprise and remained a trader 
with the Indians. He was even termed ‘the Nashaway Trader,’ Nashaway being the In-
dian name for the Lancaster area. In 1659 John Tinker sold his land and future right to 
land in Lancaster to Major Simon Willard and removed to Pequot in the Connecticut 
Colony.” 
 

  

Above: Tinker family residences in New England and New York from 1635 to 1816. Left to 
right: Worthington, Massachusetts (Elihu Tinker), Marlboro, Vermont (Relief Whitney Tin-
ker), Morristown, Vermont (north of Marlboro, not shown on this map) (Ralph Tinker), Wind-
sor, Connecticut (John Tinker), Middletown, Connecticut (George Durant), Shelter Island/ 
Southold/Mattituck, Long Island, New York (Samuel Tinker and Abigail Durant Tinker), Old 
Lyme, Connecticut (Samuel Tinker and George Durant), Windham, Connecticut (Elihu Tin-
ker), Mansfield, Connecticut (John Tinker), New London, Connecticut (arrow by coast) (John 
Tinker), Groton, Massachusetts (John Tinker), Lancaster, Massachusetts (John Tinker and 
John Smith), Sudbury, Massachusetts (John Smith), and Boston, Massachusetts (John Tinker 
and John Smith). Map courtesy of Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.   
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“Some of the most important men in the Boston and Lancaster, Massachusetts, areas 
organized themselves into a group termed ‘The Atherton Partners’ and purchased a large 
tract of land in the ‘Narragansett’s Lands,’ an area that was something of a buffer zone 
between the colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut. The Atherton Partners were 
John Winthrop Jr., Major Humphrey Atherton, Capt. Hutchinson, William Hudson, John 
Tinker, Amos Richardson and Richard Smith Sr., but the presence in the Pequot area of 
several men called at various times Richard Smith Sr. precludes a positive identification 
of the Richard Smith in the Atherton Company as the same man from Sudbury and 
Lancaster. Both John Tinker and Amos Richardson were married to a sister of Richard 
Smith. Amos Richardson in 1653 dealt with a millwright in Boston whom he called 
brother and later brother in law. John Tinker, in a 1659 letter to Governor John Winthrop 
Jr., in Hartford, stated that he had just arrived in Pequot and his wife’s brother had moved 
to Pequot with him. Pending an agreement on terms, John Tinker proposed that his 
brother-in-law might help the Governor to keep his Saw-Mill working over the winter. 
Subsequent letters indicate that the proposal was never acted upon. Alice Smith Tinker’s 
brother was Richard Smith (9th Great-Granduncle) of Boston, Groton, Sudbury and 
Lancaster, Massachusetts and later of Lyme, Connecticut. He was termed a ‘Millwright’ 
in Lancaster, Massachusetts. Amos Richardson and Richard Smith had land dealings in 
Saybrook and Amos Richardson signed over to Master Richard Smith all interest and 
right to land in Saybrook which he had received by deed from John Comstock, signed 
April 9, 1660. The land appeared in the Saybrook records as there had not yet been a 
separation making Saybrook and Lyme distinct jurisdictions. Before his death, John 
Tinker gave Amos Richardson a deed for 240 acres of land ‘on the east side of the river’ 
in trust for his eldest son, an action usually reserved for a relative.”     
 
“In 1659 the area called Pequot encompassed what today is Groton, Stonington, New 
London, Waterford, Niantic and parts of Saybrook later called Lyme. John Tinker’s land 
holdings or rights to land were scattered, and were in areas that stretched from the 
‘Narragansett lands,’ now Rhode Island, to Stonington, Connecticut, and along the coast 
to Saybrook, Connecticut. His major business holdings, wharfs and warehouses, were 
located in the town of New London, where he resided with his family.” 
 
“There is an original document in the Connecticut Archives that was written in the hand 
of John Tinker himself in which Mateteamo, a chief of the Mohegan Indians, for love and 
affection gave a gift of land to John Tinker on December 30, 1659. A tract of land was 
also granted to John Tinker by the Town of New London in October 1659.” 
 

“In Pequot John Tinker was active in local and Colonial government as well as 
Ecclesiastical affairs. Richard Blinman, the minister of the First Congregational Church 
of New London, left the area soon after John Tinker arrived. Before leaving, Rev. 
Richard Blinman sold to John Tinker, The Harbour’s Mouth Farm, located on the west 
side of the mouth of the Thames River. Today this area can be identified as being at Great 
Neck, near Pleasure Beach, Waterford, Connecticut. The Harbour’s Mouth Farm was 
later called ‘Tinker’s Farm.’ The town was without a minister for some time and John 
Tinker frequently served the congregation as a preacher until the new minister arrived. 
He also carried on his shipping trade business and in 1660 John Tinker was licensed by 
the Colony to distill and sell liquor in New London and to suppress by law anyone else  
attempting to do the same. He was granted a monopoly in this area.” 



The Tinker, Durant, Smith and Woods Families 3424

Above: Location of the farm purchased by John Tinker 
(9th Great-Grandfather) in 1659 from Rev. Richard 
Blinman at what is now the Great Neck near Pleasure 
Beach, south of New London, Connecticut. Also, Old 
Lyme (left), where John Tinker owned much land. A 
few years after his death his family moved to Lyme 
and Alice Smith Tinker (9th Great-Grandmother) died 
there in 1714. Samuel Tinker (8th Great-Grandfather) 
was also buried in Lyme in 1733. Left: Location of 
Old Town Mill in New London, which is immediately 
north of Interstate 95. This mill dates from 1650 and 
was owned by John Winthrop, Jr., Governor of Con-
necticut. John Tinker administered the everyday 
operation for Winthrop and wrote letters concerning 
the difficulty in acquiring skilled workers to work it 
efficiently. The mill is still standing today. Maps cour-
tesy of Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.   

“The government of the Colony of Connecticut was located at Harford, Connecticut. The 
Governor, the Council, and the General Court, conducted the business of the Colony. 

There was a need to oversee the civil matters at the 
local level too and before ‘County Courts’ were established in 1666, ‘Assistants’ were 
appointed in major communities to hold court and direct the Government business. In 
May 1660, the General Court at Hartford granted New London the right to have an 
Assistant and Commissioners with power to hold Court on Small cases. John Tinker was 
appointed Assistant for the New London area along with Commissioners, Obediah 
Bruen, James Rogers, Lt. Samuel Smith and John Smith.” 
 
“Serving in the capacity of Chief Magistrate of the Court of New London, John Tinker 
evidently refused to prosecute an individual who had allegedly made derogatory remarks 
about the King of England. This caused three overly zealous men to accuse John himself 
of a treasonous act. They were William Thompson, the Indian Missionary, Richard 
Haughton, and William Morton, the Constable. John Tinker brought charges against his 
accusers for defamation. He died while attending the General Court session at Hartford in 
October 1662, before the suit had been resolved. The charges of treason against John 
Tinker were regarded by the court to have no substance and the men who had sought to 
malign his character sustained fines. The moderator hearing the charges at the trial of 
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Above: Portrait of John Winthrop, Sr. 
(1587/8-1649). He was elected governor of 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629 and 
led a fleet of eleven vessels and 700 pas-
sengers to Massachusetts in 1630. Top left: 
Outline of the home of John Winthrop, Sr. 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Left: Monument 
to John Winthrop, Sr., his son, John Win-
throp, Jr. and other Winthrops in King’s 
Chapel Burying Ground (lower left) in Bos-
ton. John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) 
served John Sr. and John Jr. as their busi-
ness agent and they exchanged many letters. 

Constable Morton answered Morton’s demand for ‘justice for the king’ by saying to 
Morton, ‘He should have justice, if it were to hang half a dusen of you.’” 

                                                                   

“As an expression of respect, the expense of 
John Tinker’s last illness and funeral a-
mounting to 8.6.4 pounds was assumed by 
the Public Treasury of the Colony of Con-

necticut by vote of the General Court. He was probably buried in the Center Church 
Yard (Ancient Burying Ground) in Hartford, as were many of the important men of the 
Colony in the early days, even though their residence was in another part of the Colony. 
If there was a stone for John Tinker, it no longer exists.” 
 
Other sources note that “John Tinker purchased one-sixth interest in the ship Susan and 
Ellen in 1640.” In 1652, acting as an attorney-at-law, he won a suit in the Middlesex 
Court. “In 1655 he was fined for having sold ‘strong water’ to the Indians that he had 
traded with for furs.”  
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Top: Massachusetts Bay Colony’s first seal, depicting a dejected American Indian with arrows 
turned downwards, saying, “Come over and help us.” Above: John Tinker wrote Governor 
John Winthrop, Sr. a letter in 1639, describing how “the Lord did in mercy very remarkably 
deliver vs from ship rack (wreck).” The ship was heading for Start Point when a “great rock” 
was seen and avoided at midnight. The ship turned into Plymouth two days later. His journey 
had taken “5 weekes & a day ffrom our waying anchor att Nantasket.”    

Many letters that John Tinker wrote Governor Winthrop still exist and some are recorded 
in The Winthrop Papers, under John Tinker, pages 218-250. 
 
John Tinker to John Winthrop: “To the Right Worshippffull and his honer Mr: Jno. 
Winthropp: Esqr: Governour, dd” (1639; all original spelling retained). 
 

“Right Worshippffull—After my humble duty and 
sevis to your sellfe and my mistress presented, I 
think it a part of my ingagement to your worship to 
aquainte you with the dispensation of the Lord, and 
his good providence in our voyage, and our safe 
ariuall. We had, for the most part, blessed be God, 
faire and comfortable winds and wether, only 
aboute some 400 leagues from the land’s end of N. 
Engl.; we had such a strong N: W: winde we could 
not beare saille for 4 or 5 dayes together; and when 
we came to the Land’s End of England, the Lord 
did in mercy very remarkably deliver vs from ship 
rack, which we hould euer worthy our remem-
brance, & doe accknowledg our sellfes, with all his 
people, bound to blesse his name ffor the same, 

which happened thus: after we sounded, and had found such depth and ground wherby 
our master and all his company did conclude they were the sounds of Vshan on the 
Ffrench side, the next day came vpp with vs a ship of Darmoth, ffrom Rochell, bound 

home, whoe jointly concluded the saem, and sopossed we were some 30 leages of from 
Dartmoth, to the W. S. W. He being soe neere his owne coast, we concluded to ffollow 
his light, soposseing by morning to make the Start, which is a point of land twixt Plimoth 
and Dartmoth. The wind being ffaire and ffrest at S. S. W. & our corsse N. b. E.;  aboute 
midnight we heard the other shipp make a great shoute, which some few of our company 
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Above: City of London in 1616 by Claes Visscher. (Wikipedia.) John Tinker wrote a letter from 
London to John Winthrop, Sr. in 1639. He stated that it was a hard time to get money and 
predicted, “There are like to come but a small quanitity of passengers ouer in compareison of 
what hat beene formerly…but rather see troublesome times approaching, both within and with-
out the kingdome.” He was completely right. Never again did Puritans immigrate to New Eng-
land in such numbers as between 1630 and 1640, “the Great Migration,” and soon England was 
involved in civil war.       

heard, and suddenly looking aboute, espied close vnder our lee bowe the breach of a great 
rock, which they sopossed to haue beene the Edy stone, which lyeth 2 or 3 leauges of 
from the harbors mouth of Plimmoth, which afterward appeered to be a great rock called 
the Woolfe or Gulfe, between Silly and the Lands End, some 3 or 4 leauges south, and 
had it not beene that per the speciall prouidence of God, he, then at the helme had made a 

great yawe toward the wether at vnawares, we had vnavoydable beene cast away, but the 
Lord, whoe neuer slumbreth, did graciously watch ouer and deliver vs. Oh that we might 
therefore praise him for his goodnesse, and walke answerable to this mercys soe largely 
extended toward vs: 2 days after, the wind scanting vppon vs, we put into Plimoth, being 
Saterdy the 9th of November, 5 weekes & a day ffrom our waying anchor att Nantasket. 
The cheefe news we heare is of the peace made with Scotland, and a great ouerthrow the 
Hollander hath giuen to a fleete of the Spainyerds of 70 great shipps, waiteing vppon the 
coast of England, to aide the plate ffleete, the sircomstance of which I suppose your 
worship wilbe better informed of per some opportunity, per which I hope to send this my 
leter, viz: per a ship of Bastable. I shall not truble your worship ffarther, but humbly 
craueing your ffauour, leaue you to the euerlasting protection of the Allmighty, & euer 
rest. Your worshipps humble servant to my poore power, John Tinker.”  
 
“I humbly inteat your worshipps ffauour these inclosseds may be convayed per the next 
oportunyty. Indorsed by Gov. Winthrop, ‘Jo: Tinker.’”       
 
After the above letter, John Tinker wrote another one to the governor from “London: 
ffebr: 26th: 1639.”   
 
“To the Right Worshippffull and his much honored Mr. Joh Winthropp, Esqr: Governour 
of the Matachuses theise dd in Boston, N: Engl.” 
 
“Right Worshippffull,—Haueing an oportunyty wherein to aquainte you with the Lords 
Goodnesse in our welfare, I thought it not good to neglect it, though I haue nothing to 
present to your worship ffor present but theise ffew lines, haueing effected nothing as yet, 
eyther for the receiueing of monys, or paying Mr. Rowe, or buying of any comodytyes; it 
being a very dead and hard time for monyes generally, and like to bee a yeare in which 
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Above: John Winthrop, Jr. often called “the young-
er” (1606-1676). He was Governor of Connecticut 
for many terms and founder of Ipswich, Massachu-
setts, and New London, Connecticut (1646). Some-
time after the death of John Winthrop, Sr., John 
Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) became his business 
agent.       

(so farr as I can see, for the present) there are like to come but a small quantity of 
passengers ouer, in comparison of what hath beene formerly, and the reasone I conceiue 
to be the hopes of some reformation in England, by the intended parlament, the wich 

cann hardly bee expected per judi-
cious and wise men (by reason of 
that great stroak the Prealacy haue in 
pointing out the country’s choice of 
Parlament men) but rather see trou-
blesome times approaching, both 
within and without the kingdome. 
The Lord teach vs to make a sainty-
fyed vse of his vissitacions, and to 
learne righteoussnesse by all his 
judgments abroad in the world. 
There were Comissioners sent from 
the Scotts, which after some longe 
continuance, the King vouchsafed 
them audience, this last Fryday, be-
ing the 21st of Febr: and after some 
discontented speeches, at last obtain-
ed ffauour to kisse the Kings hand, 
which was a hopefull signe of recon-
sillment, but they resolue they will 
neuer haue more Bishopps…” John 
Tinker.  
 
“I would intreate your worshipps 
fauour that this letter to my mother 
(10th Great-Grandmother) may be 
conveyed by the first oportunyty, for 
it is a mater of consequence, and I 

shall rest bound to your worship. We intend to set out aboute the 20th of Aprill.”  
 
“To the Right Worshippfull and his much honnered Mr. Jno. Winthropp Esqr. Govedr-
nour of the Matachuses, these dd at Boston in New England.” Written “from the Downes, 
England on 28 May 1640.” 
  
“Right Worshippffull,—To whome I must euer acknowledge my selfe deeply ingaged, 
ffor your greate kindnesse and respect vouchsafed me, and for home I shall reioyce to 
doe any servis, according to my poore power; and it is my greife I canot doe that servis 
which suts my desires, and your worshipps occations. I am very sory to heare of that 
great vnfaithfullnesse of Goodman Luxford (Winthrop’s steward), whome I doe confesse 
I did feare for a great while agoe, though I did not declare my thoughts, or was I 
inquisatiue to finde the truth, least I should be judge an intruder into other mens 
occasions: but the Lord knows my hart, had I forsene the extent of such a disaster 
befalling your worship; I should neuer haue departed ffrom you: neither doe I yet thinke 
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Above: London, England, in 2009. Left: Replica of the Bat-
avia, which was originally built in 1628 in the Netherlands. 
It is a good example of the kind of ships that were used in 
the 1600s. (Wikipedia.) John Winthrop the younger return-
ed to England from Massachusetts in 1634 and again in 
1641-1643. Travel between New England and England was 
surprisingly frequent by people of means.      

any strength or ability the Lord hath afforded mee, to much to doe your worship servis. I 
haue received your letters with your orders…It hath pleased God to disappoint me in the 
throw effecting of my businesse, so that I could not come with Mr. Clay in the Susan and 

Hellin, of which I haue a part in vndertakeing for the 
setting of her forth; yet I haue sent in her diuers servants, and goods to the value of 560li. 
I would intreat your worship to doe me all the ffauour you cann, in the assisting of my 
servants and ffrends in the manageing of my affayres, by your councell and advice: my 
businesse I haue declared at large, and directed to your worship in a booke, to the end you 
might see what it is; howsoeuer it should please God to deale with mee befor I come to 
you, or thay whome I betrust in the manageing of my businesse should cary themselues; 
it being a matter of great consequence, my credit being great, and my estate but smalle: I 
would intreat your worshippp, soe sone as my servants and other passengers that I am 
allied vnto are landed, to let one of your servands prouide some lodging for them, at some 
of the neighbours houses, and I shall giue good satisfaccion vntill such time as they salbe 
disposed of, according to my direccion in my boke…I haue sent all my leters by a yong 
marchant, whose ffather, viz: Mr. Duchfeild, is parte honer of the Susan and Hellin. I 
would intreat your worship to shew him respect, partly in regard of his ffather, & partly 
in respect of his courtyous carriage toward me…It is a very greate greiuanc and generall 
complainte among all the merchants and dealers to New England, that they can haue noe 
returnes, and theire bills are very naught, insomuch that if there be not some course taken 
for beter payments of our creditors, our tradeing will vttterly cease. These bills ffrom 
James Luxford and Mr. Nathaniell Eaton, charged ffalcely one men heare, haue done a 
great deale of hurt, & ocationed a great deale of slacknesse of men about London, for 
sending of goods this yeare. I pray God saintyfy his dealing toward vs, and fit vs for any 
condicion. I have so intangled my selfe in businesse, depending vppon some whoe 
disapynted me, that I canot come away till the next shipps, but the times are desperatly  
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This page: Gristmill built by 
John Winthrop the younger in 
New London, Connecticut, in 
1650. John Tinker (9th Great-
Grandfather) resided in New 
London during the last years 
of his life and operated the 
mill for Winthrop. The mill 
has been recently restored and 
is located next to Interstate 
95, north of downtown New 
London. It is rare for any build-
ing to survive for so long and 
to have one still standing after 
350 years that your ancestor 
operated, even more unique.   

dangerous in all respects. I shall but truble your worship to relate any news. I rather 
referyou to discorce with Mr. Duchfeild, whoe I suppose wilbe a good intelligencer, and                                      

therefore I craue your wor-
shipps pardon for my bould-
nesse…Your worshipps euer 
obleiged, John Tinker.” This 
is the last letter that John Tin-
ker wrote to Governor John 
Winthrop, Sr. from England.          
 
A letter to John Winthrop Jr., 

son of the Governor of Massachusetts, at Hartford from John Tinker at New London, 
Connecticut, on June 29, 1659. “I haue an Irish man fit for good service, which I would 
gladly improue in such way as may bring vs in some provisions for our family, vntill I 
am a little resolued of my way.  Allso my wiues brother and family is come with mee, 
desirous to seate himself as neere where I am as may bee. I haue some thoughts my 
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This page: Different views of the New 
London gristmill operated by John 
Tinker in the 1650s. Managing the 
mill had challenges and getting qual-
ified help was sometimes difficult as 
revealed in letters from John Tinker 
to Gov. John Winthrop, Jr.                

servant and he might joyne together this winter, and keppe your saw mill in working, if 
it may be on such termes as we may be incoridged and your worship and all others 

concerned therein be willing and 
consenting; as also I stand in great 
need of a good milch cowe or 2, for 
the supply of my children & family 
(all my cows being gon dry this 
somer) which, if your worship please 
to pleasure me withal, I shall be very 
thankfull…Yours, John Tinker.”   
 
“To the Worshipfull Jno. Winthropp 
Esq. Gouernour, presnt at Harford.” 
Written from John Tinker at New 
London, Connecticut, on August 2, 1660. 
 
“Honoured Sir,—I receiued the sithes 
you sent, but in that there came not 
also your selfe, it maketh me to sigth 
to think how maters drag heauily 
with respect to your worshipps occations. Help is scarce & hard to get, difficult to please, 
vncertaine, &c.; that I am redy to be discoridged least your worship should think I am slack 
& negligent, vnthrifty, &c. Means runeth out & wages on, & I canot make choice of my helpe, 
nor effect what I desire, so that I could gladly be excused or eased, or in some settled way by 
your worshipps advice, tending to the beter comfort & maintainance of my family, haueing 
at present no calling afoot to further my being. There hath bin a motion by some, the cheife  
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This page: Old Town Mill and nearby lighthouse in New London, Connecticut, 2011 (previous 
photographs of the mill are from March 2013). John Tinker wrote to Governor Winthrop, 
Jr. often to keep him informed as to the progress of his business dealings as his agent.    

of the Towne, for my keeping an ordinary, or rather vnder the notion of a tavern; which, 
though it sutes not with my genious, yet am almost perswaded to accept, from some good 

grounds, might I but advise with your worship: in the meane I ly on the spend, not entering on any 
thing, till concluded on what. For the sawmill, Sir, I dare adventure no further till beter furnished with 
able help, since all sopposed succor still deceiueth, & my wife vterly vnwilling my undertakeing that 
business; & indeed I plainly see it must be only hee that hath both strength & skill & means must 
manage it. I beseech your worship, with the soonest may be, let vs see your heare. I judge many blocks 
will still be laid, & your coming delayed, vnless some blocks leaped, which, if but small should be glad 
your worship would overleap all, nessessity caling for you comeing to setle so great occations as here 
your worship hath, with which I concluding your comeing so absolutely nessessary, I count it needless 
to troble you with more lines, but with my humble duty, servis, & respects to your worship & yours 
presented, I leaue you to the Lord, & ever reamine, Your Worshipps Humble servant, JNO. TINKER.”  
 
John’s last recorded letter to Governor Winthrop was written on June 15, 1661. It was a brief note:  
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Above: John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) pur-
chased this or proximate land near Pleasure Beach, 
southwest of downtown New London, Connecticut, 
in 1659.   

“Honoured Sir,—Yours received, and accordingly, as your worship adviseth, soe I shall indeauour, 
that the vessel returning (which is now gon for Longe Island) they may bee furnished with those gotes, 
if possible; when Mr. Rogers and Ffrances 
Hall may haue opertunity to deliuer theire 
advice…I cannot beare thoughts of no sight, 
sicne I heare your worship is intended for 
England, which if soe, if you pleasure be to 
intrust as formerly, I shall with humble 
duty presented remaine Your Worshipps 
sworne servant, JNO. TINKER.”        
 
“In 1663 much too long after the death of 
John Tinker, it became evident that the 
widow Tinker was ‘with child.’ Since this 
was not to be tolerated in a Puritan Com-
munity, Alice was forced to face the Court 
and be examined. It is not clear who made 
the complaint, but Alice admitted the cir-
cumstance and further shocked the com-
munity by stating that the father of her 
unborn child was the 21 year old son of the 
former minister, Jereiah Blinman. Alice 
paid a fine. In other court cases there was 
frequently a choice of punishment; a women 
could be forced to wear some sort of ident-
ification pinned to her bonnet proclaiming 
her sin, but for affluent sinners the Court 
was satisfied to exact punishment in the 
form of money, the usual fine for ‘impurity’ 
being 5 pounds. It is probable that the Court 
accepted Alice’s statement about Jeremiah 
Blinman, as he too paid a fine of 5 pounds in 1663. But Jeremiah was not the father of the child and we 
will never know why he was thus accused. The father was Lt. Samuel Smith, one of the commis-
sioners of New London, and a married man. It was thought that a woman in labor would be unable to 
lie about the paternity of her child. The Court so firmly believed this evidence, that it was sufficient to 
cause a man to become legally responsible for the financial support of a child when he was indentified 
under these circumstances. Perhaps this was what led Samuel Smith to desert his wife and move to 
Virginia and finally to the Carolinas. Perhaps he feared the censure of his peers, but more likely he 
simply did not want to face up to such an unsettling circumstance. Smith spent a great deal of time at 
the local tavern and evidently talked freely as a result. When his wife, Rebecca, applied for a divorce 
on grounds of desertion, there were letters and depositions supplied that indicated that Samuel Smith 
had told numerous people that he must leave town before Mrs. Tinker’s baby was born, as he was 
responsible. It would even seem that he took the daughter of the local tavern owner with him when he 
left. There were also documents saying that Samuel Smith offered to pay a significant sum of money, 
a reward, to anyone who would take the child and deliver it to him, whether it was weaned or not. So it 
is the more surprising that several printed sources feign ignorance to the reason the Lt. Smith left town 
and even suggest that it was an act of self-sacrifice on his part to allow his wife to marry another man. 
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Above: Gravestones of Sarah Tinker Hudson (1664-1746; half 8th Great-
Grandaunt) and her husband, Jonathan Hudson (1658-1729).  

Rebecca Smith received her divorce in 1667, returned to her family in Wethersfield, and did 
indeed marry again.” 
 
“Alice Tinker had a child, Sarah Tinker (Half 8th 
Great-Grandaunt), in the spring of 1664. She then 
remarried before January 27, 1664/1665 to Attorney 
(‘of Boston’) and Scrivener, William Measure. 
William Measure was born about 1636, died on 
March 24, 1688, and his inventory registered in 

Boston, Massachusetts, 
was dated July 27, 1688. 
Gov. E. Andros granted 
Administration to his 
relict, Alice, on June 
26, 1688. George Den-
nison, a magistrate of 
Stonington, Connect-
icut, was ordered to 
appear at the Court at 
Hartford as a result of 
performing this marriage. 
Frances Caulkins spec-

ulated that it was because of the ‘scandalous behavior of Alice Tinker,’ but in her book Miss Caulkins 
says it was because Capt. Dennison had received his commission from Massachusetts Colony and 
Connecticut probably did not consider that he had the authority to perform the marriage. Whatever the 
case, George Dennison had a long history of refusing to submit to Connecticut authority, and it will 
be noted that he refused to appear before the Connecticut Court to answer these charges against him.” 
 

“William and Alice Smith Tinker Measure took the Tinker children and moved to Lyme, Con-
necticut soon after their marriage. William Measure’s name appears frequently in town records 
and it is clear that he was very active in civic affairs. At a Lyme Town meeting on January 18, 
1680/1681, William Measure was granted the license to run ‘an ordinary’ or an inn. At the same 
meeting ‘Mr. William Measure was chosen and Agreed with to keep a Schoole and to teach 
Children to Read, Wright and Cost Accounting According to theire Capasitys.’” 
 

“Amos and Samuel Tinker as well as Alice and William Measure obtained land from the Town of 
Lyme ‘by grant.’ It was by right of John Tinker, who must have been a proprietor of Lyme, as in later 
divisions of the town property, descendants of John Tinker received headrights by virtue of being 
descendants of John Tinker. John Tinker Jr. never claimed the land in Stonington or Groton that was 
put in trust for him by his father, and that land was sold years later by Samuel Tinker with approval of 
the Court. John Tinker Jr. does not appear in any record after the death of his father. So on June 18, 
1688, when Amos Tinker presented a grievance at a Lyme Town Meeting because his brother John 
Tinker, deceased, had not received his portion of the land in the fourth division, the fact that the Town 
did grant land to John Tinker Jr. indicates ‘head rights.’ At a much later date land was laid out in the 
right of Mary as ‘daughter of John Tinker.’ This was after Mary’s death and the only reason for men-
tioning her father would be to establish her right to the land. It is something of a mystery that William 
Measure did not marry Alice before the birth of Sarah, but possibly as long as Alice remained a widow 
of John Tinker the law looked upon all of her children as children of John. Sarah Tinker Hudson claimed  
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Above and right: Gravestone of Samuel 
Tinker (8th Great-Grandfather; 1659-
1733) in Duck River Cemetery (lower 
right), Old Lyme, Connecticut, 2001. His 
age at death is incorrectly recorded and 
should read that he died “in ye 74 or 75 
year of his age.” Samuel is buried in the 
first row of markers past the entrance 
gate. Many of his descendants are inter-
red in this cemetery.  

her ‘headright’ in land of the fourth division of Lyme by virtue of being ‘daughter of 
John Tinker.’ All of John Tinker’s heirs received grants of land in Lyme, with the 

exception of Rhoda. The only knowledge 
of Rhoda is her birth and mention of her 
in her father’s will.”    
 
Alice Smith Tinker Measure died on 
November 20, 1714, and was buried in 
Meeting House Hill Cemetery in Old 
Lyme, New London County, Connect-
icut. She does not have a gravestone.    
 
Children of John and Alice Smith Tinker:  
1) “Sarah Tinker was born in Boston on 
January 2, 1652, and died there on August 28, 1652.” 2) “Mary Tinker was born in  
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Above: Gravestone of Abigail Durant Tinker (8th 
Great-Grandmother) in Old Bethany Cemetery 
(right and below) in Mattituck, Long Island, New 
York. The inscription reads: “HERE / LIES ye / 
BODY OF ABIGAL / WIFE OF Mr. SAMU / 
ELL TINKER SEN. / WHO DIED DECE / 
MBER ye 24TH / 1728 AGED 61.”  

Boston on July 2, 1653; baptized in First Congregational Church, Boston, on July 8, 
1653. In Lyme Connecticut, Mary married about 1676, William Waller Jr., son 

of Ensign William and 
Elizabeth Marvin Wal-
ler, born about 1650. 
The couple had three daughters before William died about 1681. 
Sometime in December 1685, she married second, James Stanclift 

(1639-1712).”  
 
James Stanclift was a skilled stonemason who 
arrived in Connecticut about 1684. He first 
settled in Lyme then moved to Middletown 

(later called Portland), Middlesex County, Connecticut, where he opened the Stan-
clift Brownstone Quarry. “Stone from this quarry was used in making many of the 
famed brownstone buildings of Boston and New York.”  
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“James also made tombstones from the brownstone for many of the prominent families in 
the Connecticut colonies. His sons, William and James, also learned the trade.”  
 

A Connecticut historical sign erected in 1979 for 
Portland states, “Formerly known as East Middletown 
(1714-1767), later as Chatham (1767-1841), Portland 
was incorporated in 1841. Land had been granted on 
the east side of the Connecticut River in 1652; the first permanent settler, James Stan-
clift, a stone cutter, built his home here about 1690. The area was inhabited by Wan-
gunk Indians…”   
 
Mary Tinker died in 1712 and was buried in Riverside Cemetery in Middletown, 
Connecticut. Her gravestone is still in good condition. The inscription reads: “HERE / 
LyETH THE / BODY OF MARY / STANCLIFT / WHO DECEASED / DESEMBER 
THE 30TH 1712 / AGED ABOUGHT 58 / yEARS. HERE LYES / ONE BERFLED OF 
LIFE / SHE WAS A TENDER / MOTHER AND A / LOVING WIFE.”  
 
“Riverside Cemetery (also called Macdonough Cemetery) was Middletown’s first bury-
ing ground. Although English families buried their dead here from the town’s beginning, 
the earliest gravestone dates from 1689, nearly four decades after settlement. Gravestones 
were expensive, and not every family could afford them, leaving hundreds of graves 
unmarked.” 

 

Top left: Print from mid-
1800s of Old Lyme, Connect-
icut. Above and left: Congre-
gational Church and stores in 
Old Lyme; 2002. Samuel Tin-
ker (8th Great-Grandfather; 
1659/1660-1733) lived in Old 
Lyme for many years then mov-
ed to Long Island, New York, 
before returning to Old Lyme 
to be with his son, Samuel, 
where he died in 1733.    
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“Riverside gravestones tell many sad stories. A triple headstone from 1755 recalls Jabez, 
John and Ebenezer Starr, triplet brothers who all died before reaching their first birthday.                                      

 
In the back corner stand two simple stones to African-
American slaves known only as Fillis and Sambo. Near-
by is a monument to 16-year-old Comfort Starr ‘who 
sailed from this town in Dec. 1764 and never was heard 
of since.’ The stone of Isaac and Nathaniel Cornwell 
tells of young brothers who were ‘both slain by lightning in an instant’ in 1739.” 

This page: Amos Tinker (8th 
Great-Granduncle; 1657- 
1730) built this home in Old 
Lyme, Connecticut, about 1700. 
It has been added to over the 
years and is now a large home. 
Today (2013) it is the oldest 
home still standing in Old Lyme. 
He moved to New London after 
1714, where he is buried.     
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Above: Early 20th century postcard of “Ye Ancientest Burial Ground” in New London, Connect-
icut, where Amos Tinker (8th Great-Granduncle) was buried in 1730. (Wikipedia.) Below: A 
modern view of the oldest burial ground in New London. No gravestone for Amos Tinker exists.

 

“Most local gravestones from the 1600s and 1700s were carved of brownstone, which 
was plentiful just across the Connecticut River in Portland (then a part of Middletown). 

Stonecarvers often used skulls of death’s heads to ornament the earliest stones, while 
angel’s faces came into style about 1740. By 1800 white marble had become the stone of 
choice” (Historical sign in Riverside Cemetery).        
 
3) “John Tinker was born in Boston on August 4, 1655 and baptized there on September 
3, 1655. He was mentioned in his father’s will in 1662, but there are no further records. 
He died before June 18, 1688, when 
his brother’s demanded and received 
an allotment of land ‘in the right of 
their brother, John Tinker deceased’ 
in the fourth division of Lyme.” 
 
4) “Amos Tinker was born at Lan-
caster, Massachusetts, on October 
28, 1657, and baptized at the First 
Church of Boston on May 16, 1658 
(16 day 3 mo) and died in New Lon-
don, Connecticut on May 8, 1730, in 
his 73rd year. He was buried in ‘Ye 
Towne’s Ancientest Burial Place,’ New London (no gravestone). He married in Lyme, 
Connecticut, on June 1, 1682, Sarah Durant (8th Great-Grandaunt), daughter of George 
and Elizabeth Blake Durant (9th Great-Grandparents) of Lyme and Middletown, Connect-
icut. (She was the sister of Abigail Durant, who married Amos’ brother, Samuel Tinker.) 
He lived in the Lyme area until the death of his mother and then returned to New Lon-
don.” (Note: If date of marriage is correct, then Amos and Samuel Tinker married Sarah 
and Abigail Durant in a double wedding ceremony on the same day in Lyme, Connecticut.)  
  
Amos Tinker built a fine home across the street from the Congregational Church in Old 
Lyme, Connecticut, about 1700. Today (2013) it is the oldest house in Old Lyme. George Wash-
ington was entertained here on April 10, 1776, and General Lafayette in 1778 and 1825.           
 
5) Samuel Tinker (see below). 
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Top: Gravestone of Samuel Tinker (7th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Duck River Cemetery, Old Lyme, Connect-
icut, 2001. The inscription reads: “In Memory of / 
Mr. Samuel Tinker / He Died Febry / ye…A. D. 1755 / 
Aged 58 years.” Above: Gravestones of Nathan Tin-
ker (descendant of Samuel Tinker), who died in 1792, 
age 34, and his wife, Mehetable, who died in 1818, age 
48, in Duck River Cemetery.       

6) “Male Tinker born in New London, Connecticut, on April 1, 1660. Alice was ill 
before the child was born and according to a letter written by John Tinker in New 

London to John Winthrop Jr., Gov-
ernor of the Connecticut Colony in 
Hartford, she wanted little to eat 
other than oatmeal. This was in 
short supply and John Tinker asked 
the governor to send some as soon 
as possible. The wife of Governor 
Winthrop sent the oatmeal from 
Hartford for Alice. John wrote to 
extend his thanks in a letter dated 
(12:1mo; 1659/1660) March 12, 
1659/1660, and mentioned that the 
baby was due very soon. In a sub-
sequent letter dated (4th: 2mo: 1660) 
or April 4, 1660, John Tinker told 
Governor Winthrop, ‘My wife through 
God’s mercy, was delivered the 
last Lord’s day, erly in the morning 
of a sonne.’ Interesting that this 
was exactly one year to the day 
from the date of Samuel’s birth as 
listed in Lancaster, Massachusetts, 
records. No further records of this 
child have ever been found, and 
the fact that John Tinker’s death 
was included in Lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts, records when he died in 
Connecticut, brings up the possi-
bility that Samuel’s birth may have 
also been registered in Lancaster 
records even though he was born in 
New London, but with an error in 
year. The confusion in the records 

concerning the birth date of Samuel Tinker makes it likely that this was Samuel.”   
 
7) “Rhoda Tinker was born in New London, Connecticut, on February 23, 1661, 
mentioned in father’s probate records as an heir, but no further record of her has been 
found.”      
 
8) “Sarah Tinker (mother: Alice Smith Tinker; father Lt. Samuel Smith) was born in 
New London or Lyme, Connecticut, in the spring of 1664 and died on September 11, 
1746. She was buried in South Haven Presbyterian Cemetery, Brookhaven, Suffolk 
County, Long Island, New York, and married in Lyme, Connecticut, June 17, 1686, to 
Jonathan Hudson, who was born on May 8, 1658, in England, and died on April 5 or  
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Above: Gravestone of Mary Tinker Stanclift (8th Great-Grandaunt) in Riverside Cemetery, 
Middletown, Connecticut. The inscription reads: “HERE / LyETH THE / BODY OF MARY / 
STANCLIFT / WHO DECEASED / DESEMBER THE 30TH 1712 / AGED ABOUGHT 58 / 
yEARS. HERE LYES / ONE BERFLED OF LIFE / SHE WAS A TENDER / MOTHER AND A / 
LOVING WIFE.” Her monument was carved by her husband, James Stanclift (Stancliff), or 
one of her sons. He built a home across the Connecticut River in what later became East Mid-
dletown and then Portland in 1690. Above right: 19th century painting of Riverside Cemetery. 

29, 1729, aged 71 years, and buried in the ‘Old Quaker Burying Ground’ or Sylvester 
Manor Cemetery, Shelter Island, Suffolk County, Long Island, New York. Sarah was 

listed in the Lyme Land Records as ‘daughter of John Tinker,’ and received a headright 
allowance of land commensurate with that given to an heir of an original proprietor.”   
 

Robert Tinker, Possible Tenth Great-Grandfather 
 
It is possible that John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) was the son of Robert Tinker 
(born 1565 in Windsor, Berkshire, England) and Mary Merwin (died in 1662/1669)  
(possible 10th Great-Grandparents). “Robert married first Anne Berrington and then Mary 
Merwin, daughter of Thomas Merwin of Amersham Parish. Robert and Mary were 
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Top: Riverside Cemetery in Middletown, Connecticut, 
2011. Above: A postcard from 1911 of Portland Brown-
stone Quarry, where James Stancliff was the first stone 
cutter. Portland was once part of Middletown, Connect-
icut. Right: Palisado Cemetery in Windsor, Connecticut. 
Mary Tinker (10th Great-Grandmother; died 1662/1669) is 
certainly buried here in an unmarked grave. Lower right: 
Connecticut River by Palisado Cemetery. Inscription (be-
low) reads: “Life how Short / Eternity how Long.”    

married at Amersham on January 6, 1600/1601. They had nine children: Sarah Tinker 
(born November 22, 1601), Helen Tinker (born about 1604), Mary Tinker (christened 

August 6, 1606), Robert Tinker (christened February 20, 
1608/1609), Sarah Tinker (christened November 22, 
1610), Rhoda Tinker, John Tinker (christened July 18, 
1613), Anne Tinker (christened July 1616), and Sarah 
Tinker (christened July 26, 1619). All of their children 
were christened in New Windsor, Berkshire, England.  
 
“Robert worked in the church as a warden.” In Robert 
Tinker’s will, dated January 23, 1622, he left property 
in New Windsor, in the parish of Clewer (Cleyworth) and 
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Top left: Location of Mattituck, Southold, and Shelter Island on eastern 
Long Island, New York, where Samuel and Abigail Tinker (8th Great-
Grandparents) lived during the early 1700s. Top right: Connecticut his-
torical sign, stating that James Stanclift (husband of Mary Tinker, 8th 
Great-Grandaunt) was the first permanent settler of Portland (Middle-
town). Above: Richard Martin in Hartford, Connecticut, in the Ancient 
Burying Ground, where John Tinker, his 9th Great-Grandfather, is buried.     

Winkfield, Berkshire, and Burnham, Buck County, England. “He left his wife Mary 
well off as long as she was widowed. She was to get a leasehold interest in a dwelling 

house in New Windsor and in a messuage or ten-
ement in Clewer. It appears that he owned land, 
orchards, and a tanning business, much of it in the 
tenure of others, during his lifetime.”  
 
Robert died on June 2, 1624, and was buried in St. John the Baptist Churchyard in 
Windsor, Berkshire, England.   
 
Robert was possibly the 
son of Randall Tinker 
(possible 11th Great-Grand-
father), who was born in 
1537.  
 
“Mary Merwin Tinker was 
a resident of Windsor, 
Berkshire, England. After 
the death of her husband, 
Robert Tinker, she married 
Humphrey Collins. “It is 
believed that Mary Merwin 
Tinker immigrated to New 
England with her son, John 
Tinker after the death of 
her second husband. She 
first probably lived in Dor-
chester, Massachusetts, near 
two of her daughters. Then 
around 1640, Mary, John 
and her married daughters moved to the new town of Windsor, Hartford County, 
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Top: Painting of St. John the Baptist in Windsor, England, “about 
1760.” John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather) was possibly baptized here 
on July 18, 1613, and Robert Tinker (possible 10th Great-Grandfather) 
was buried in the churchyard (middle right) in 1624. Above: Band 
marching in front of Windsor parish church at the changing of the 
guard (right) in August 2010. Upper right: The castle dominates the 
view towards Windsor from the River Thames, 2004. The queen 
sometimes attends St. John the Baptist and Shakespeare attended 
church here for a year. Above: The “crooked house” in Windsor, 
which is located between St. John the Baptist and Windsor Castle.     

Connecticut. In Windsor they were among the first to be granted land; she had four 
acres on the Farmington River.”        

Mary died in 1662/1669 in 
Windsor, Connecticut. She 
was buried in Palisado 
Cemetery in Windsor (no 
gravestone). According to 
this same source, her son, 

John Tinker was baptized on July 18, 1613.   
 
This account of the English ancestry of John Tinker is from secondary sources and 
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Right: Bury Farm in Amersham, 
home of Isaac and Rachel Pen-
nington, famous 17th century 
Quakers. The family of Mary 
Merwin (possible 10th Great-
Grandmother) resided in Amer-
sham. Windsor and Amersham 
are two affluent areas of Greater 
London to this day. Above: Am-
ersham (top arrow) and Windsor 
(lower arrow), located west of 
London, England. Map courtesy 
of Philip’s. 

therefore unproven. Nevertheless, it has a high probability of being correct. As already  
noted in this history, John Tinker wrote from England in 1639 to Governor John 
Winthrop and asked him to deliver a letter to his mother, which indicates that she was 
probably a widow, and shows that she had also immigrated to New England.  
 

Samuel Tinker, Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 

Samuel Tinker (8th Great-Grandfather; 1659/1660-1733) was born in Lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts, or New London Connecticut, on April 1, 1659/1660, and died in Lyme, 
Connecticut, on April 28, 1733.  

  
As an adult he served as a deacon of the church. He 
married Abigail Durant (1668-1728), daughter of 
George (about 1635-1687) and Elizabeth Blake 
Durant (9th Great-Grandparents; about 1640-1691) 
of Lyme and Middletown, Connecticut. Abigail died 
on December 24, 1728, in Southold, Long Island, 
New York. Samuel lived in Lyme until sometime 
after 1692, when he moved to Shelter Island and then 
to Southold, Long Island. After the death of his wife 

he returned to Lyme, Connecticut, to live with his son, Samuel.” He was buried in 
Duck River Cemetery, which is located about a block from the Congregational Church 
in Lyme. The inscription on his gravestone reads: “HERE / LYETH ye / BODY OF Mr. / 
SAMUEL TINKER / SENr / DIED APRIL / ye 28-1733 in / ye 71 Year of / HIS AGE.” 
His monument was carved by William Stanclift.  
 
Abigail Durant Tinker’s gravestone still exists in good condition in Old Bethany Cem-
etery in Mattituck, Suffolk County, New York. The inscription on her monument reads: 
“HERE / LIES ye / BODY OF ABiGAL / WIFE OF MR. SAMV / ELL TINKER SEN. / 
WHO DIED DECE / MBER ye 24 / 1728 AGED” (rest of inscription is buried).   
 

Samuel and Abigail were the parents of eight children, all born in New London, Con-
necticut: Jordan Tinker (about 1683), John Tinker (about 1685), Samuel Tinker (about 
1687-1755), Abigail Tinker (about 1689-1733), Alice Tinker (about 1693), Mary Tinker 
(1695), Elizabeth Tinker (1697) and Rhoda Tinker (1697-1776).   
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John Tinker, Seventh Great-Grandfather 
 

                                                                       

 

 

John Tinker (7th Great-Grandfather; born 
1681) was born in New London, Connect-
icut, but lived most of his life in Mansfield, 
Connecticut. The only thing that is known  

Top right: Gravestone of Seth Tinker, son of 
Samuel Tinker, Jr. (7th Great-Granduncle) in 
Duck River Cemetery. The inscription reads: “In 
Memory / of Seth Son / of Mr. Samuel / Tinker. 
He / Died April / 7th AD 1740.” Right: Gravestone 
of Rhoda Tinker Smith (7th Great-Grandaunt) in 
Old Meetinghouse Hill Cemetery in Old Lyme, 
Connecticut; 2002. Top left: Gravestone of Josiah 
Smith husband of Rhoda Tinker. Above: Meet-
inghouse Hill Cemetery, where Alice Smith Tin-
ker Measure (9th Great-Grandmother) is buried. 
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Top right: Jonathan, Sarah and 
baby Rebecca Martin (direct 
descendants of Samuel Tinker of 
Old Lyme) in Windham, Connecticut, 
Cemetery (1995), where Nehemiah 
Tinker (5th Great-Granduncle) 
was buried in 1783. Above: Village 
Green in Windham, Connecticut. 
Middle: Windham Cemetery. 
Right: Home of Colonel Dyer in 
Windham. The home was built in 
1715 and would have been fa-
miliar to Nehemiah Tinker.   

about his wife is her name, Naomi Beebe (7th Great-Grandmother; born about 1686).  
 
John and Naomi were the parents 
of three children: John Tinker 
(about 1708), Hannah Tinker 
(about 1710) and Patience Tinker.  
Each of their children married and 
had families.  
 

John Tinker, Sixth 
Great-Grandfather 

 

John Tinker (6th Great-Grand-
father; born about 1708) lived most 
of his life in Mansfield, Tolland 
County, Connecticut, with his wife, 
Abigail Woods (6th Great-Grandmother; born 1716). Abigail was the daughter of Thom-
as Woods (7th Great-Grandfather; born about 1690) of Mansfield, Connecticut. They 
lived briefly in nearby Windham, Connecticut, in 1739. 
 
John and Abigail were the parents of six children: John Tinker (1735-1740), Sarah Tinker 
(1737), Elihu Tinker (1739-1816), Nehemiah Tinker (1740-1783), Susannah Tinker 
(1743) and Mary Tinker (1745). All of their children were born in Mansfield except 
Elihu, who was born in Windham, Connecticut.   
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Above: Gravestone of Capt. Nehemiah Tinker (5th Great- 
Granduncle; 1740-1783) in Windham Cemetery, Windham, 
Connecticut. The inscription reads, “The Mortal Remains / 
of Capt. Nehemiah / Tinker sleep in silence / Beneath 
this stone. / He died March 17th / 1783 in ye 43rd year / of his 
Age. / My Lover, Friend, Husband, My All / Removed From 
Light & Out of Call / To Dark Oblivion is Retired / Dead and 
Left to me Expired.” A patriot of the highest order, 
Nehemiah ex-hausted his property purchasing supplies for 
the army, leav-ing his family destitute when he died in 1783.      

Nehemiah Tinker (5th Great-Granduncle; 1740-1783) was a shoemaker by trade and 
held the offices of deputy-sheriff, gaoler of the county, and captain of the 
Connecticut training band and militia. He responded to the Lexington Alarm and 

traveled from his home 
in Windham, Connecticut, 
to Boston. He commanded a 
privateer that raided the 
British ships and loaned 
money to the government.  
By purchasing supplies for 
the army he exhausted his 
property, and died March 
17, 1783, leaving his large 
family destitute. His widow 
was obliged to appeal to the 
town authorities for support.  
“The hard struggle of his 
widow with eleven children 
should place her among the 
patriot women of the revolution” 
(DAR Lineage Book, Volume 
49, page 378, published 1919).  
His wife, Mary Huntington, 
“was the daughter of Solomon 
Huntington (5th Great-Grand-  
Uncle; born 1728) of Windham, 
and descended from the first 
minister of Saybrook, Connecticut” 
(New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, 
Volume 15, page 278).  
 
Nehemiah was buried in the 
Windham Cemetery.    
 
In 1776 a cousin of Nehem-
iah’s, Jehiel Tinker (1741-
1799) ,  commanded the 
Crane, one of three galleys 
built in Connecticut for 
service against the British. 
He was born in Lyme, Con-
necticut, and married Tem-

perance Tinker. (DAR Lineage Book, Volume 67, page 268, published 1908.) 
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Right: Gravestone of Elihu and 
Lydia Huntington Tinker (5th 
Great-Grandparents) in Worth-
ington, Massachusetts. Photograph 
by James Bianco. They both died 
on the same day in 1816 of nat-
ural causes, which is a rare event 
in family history. They had moved 
to Worthington in the late 1790s. 

Elihu Tinker, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 

Elihu Tinker (5th Great-Grandfather; 1739-1816) was a Revolutionary War soldier, serv-
ing as a private in a Massachu-
setts company. He and his wife, 
Lydia Huntington (5th Great-
Grandmother; 1744-1816), died 
on the same day, August 29, 
1816, in Worthington, Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts. In 1995 I 
visited the Worthington Ceme-
tery, where Elihu and Lydia are 
buried, and photographed their 
tombstone. 
 
The inscription on their grave-
stone reads: “ELIHU TINKER / 
DIED / Aug 29, 1816. / Aged 
79. / LYDIA TINKER / Wife of / 
ELIHU TINKER / DIED / Aug. 
29, 1816. / Aged 75. / They were 
lovely and pleasant / in their 
lives—in their deaths / they were 
not divided.”  

Elihu and Lydia were the parents 
of eight sons and four daughters: 
Abigail Griswold Tinker (1764), 
Elisha Tinker (1766-1842), Bela 
Tinker (1768-1771), John Tinker 
(1771-1852), Nehemiah Tinker 
(1774), Bela Tinker (1776-died 
young), Elihu Tinker (1778), Ralph Tinker (1781-1856), James Tinker (1785-1860), 
Solomon Huntington Tinker (1786-1795), Amanda Tinker (about 1789) and George 
Anson Tinker (1793). All twelve of their children were born in Windham, Connecticut.    
 
John Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle; 1771-1852) was buried beside his two wives in 
Worthington Center Cemetery. The inscription on his gravestone reads, “JOHN TINKER / 
DIED / Nov., 21, 1852 / Aged 81.”   
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Top right: Gravestones of John Tinker (4th Great- 
Granduncle; 1771-1852), left, and his second wife, 
Philena Tinker (1778-1843), in Worthington, Massa-
chusetts. Above: Gravestone of Cynthia Tinker, first 
wife of John Tinker. Middle right: Very worn grave-
stone of a son of Nehemiah Tinker (5th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Windham’s Center Cemetery. He died in 
1771. Right: Old inn in Worthington, Massachusetts.   

 

 

The only Tinkers known 
to be buried in Worthington 
are Elihu and Lydia Tin-
ker and their son, John 
Tinker.    

The inscription on his wife’s gravestone reads: “PHILENA / WIFE OF / JOHN TINKER / 
DIED FEB. 2, 1843. / AGED 65 YEARS.” His other wife’s gravestone reads, “In 
Memory of / Mrs. CYNTHIA wife of / Mr. John Tinker, / who died / Aug.” (the rest of 
the monument is buried).      

James Tinker’s (4th 
G r e a t - G r a n d u n c l e ;  
1785-1860) biography 
w a s  p r i n t e d  i n  T h e  
History of  Vermont ,  
page 687, published in 
1863. 
 

“Dr. James Tinker was born in 
Worthington, Massachusetts, Dec-
ember 12, 1785. He was the son of 
Elihu and Lydia Huntington Tinker, 
who had nine sons and one daugh-
ter—two of the sons died in child-

hood. James lived with his parents in Worthington till 21 years of age, when he came to 
Morristown, and commenced the study of medicine with his brother, Dr. Ralph Tinker 
(4th Great-Grandfather), who had then (1807) been practicing medicine about 3 years in 
Morristown, and who was 7 years older than James.” 
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Top left: Overview of Worthington Center Cem-
etery in Worthington, Massachusetts. Above: 
Morristown, Vermont, Fourth of July parade in 
1904. Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) and 
his brother, James Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
uncle), practiced medicine here in the early 
1800s. Left: Tinker family residences in Ver-
mont. Map courtesy of Rand McNally. 

 

“He remained with his brother, Ralph, a year or more and then returned again to Worthington, 
Massachusetts and completed his medical studies there, under Doctor Holland, the 

father of the distinguished 
writer and author, Dr. J. G. 
Holland. Having spent a 
year and a half with Dr. 
Holland, he returned again 
to Morristown in 1809, and 
commenced the practice 
of medicine, in company 
with his brother Ralph.  
The partnership continued 
a few years, when it was 
dissolved and Ralph removed 
to Kentucky, and afterwards 
to Missouri, where he died 
a few years since.” 

 
“Dr. James continued the practice, from the time he commenced in 1809, for more than 
30 years. He soon obtained a very extensive business—his practice extending through the 
towns of Stowe, Waterbury, Mansfield, Sterling, Johnson, Hyde Park, Eden, Wolcott and 
Hardwick, and frequently being called to towns more remote.”   
 
“He became a successful and skillful physician, and, by his industry and economy, was 
enabled to accumulate a moderate competence for himself and family.”       
                                   
“His labors, however, were of a very hard and laborious character. During the first  
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Top right: View toward Mor-
ristown Corners from near Ralph 
Tinker’s land in Vermont. Middle 
and below: Other scenic views 
from Morristown Corners where 
Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father) and his brother, James 
Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle), 
once lived. Above: Lamoille Riv-
er in Morristown, Vermont.       

years of his practice, the country was new, and roads very poor. He was obliged to visit 
his patients either on foot or horseback, and his ride soon became so extensive that, in 

sickly seasons he was obliged 
to ride both night and day, to 
answer all the demands made 
upon him.” 
 
“He married Anna Town, Sep-
tember 26, 1813, by whom he 
had one son and four daugh-
ters—all of whom are living, 
except one daughter who died 
in childhood.” 

 
“Dr. Tinker died, April 19, 1860, aged 74 years and 4 months (buried in Mt. View Ceme-
tery in Morristown). His widow still survives him (December 1862), though suffering 
from a most painful disease in her face, of a cancerous nature, for some 2 years past.”  
 
“Dr. Tinker was a man of strong mind, a deep thinker, a powerful reasoner, of good 
scholarship—considering his early advantages, which were very limited—a skillful 
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Top right: 1858 map of Four Corners, once the commercial 
center of Morristown, Vermont. Top to bottom: Home of Albert 
Byron Tinker, son of James Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle); 
home of James Tinker; Mt. View Cemetery, where James Tin-
ker is buried; and home of Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father) (later the farm of A. Collins). Above: Home built by Dr. 
James Tinker at Morristown Corners.

physician and surgeon, and, in his later years, after giving up the practice of medicine, 
he became a very industrious, hard-working and successful farmer. He was a man, 
though somewhat excitable and passion-
ate, possessed of the most tender and 
kindly feelings, which always evinced 
themselves, not only towards his family as 
a kind husband and father, but extended 
also to all suffering humanity.”   

       
Ralph Tinker, Fourth Great 

Grandfather 
 
In 1804 Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father; 1781-1856) moved from Worthing-
ton, Massachusetts, with his wife, Relief 
Whitney (4th Great-Grandmother; 1785-
1861), to Morristown, Lamoille, Vermont, 
where he practiced medicine. In 1816 he 
moved his family to Hardin County, Ken-
tucky. His daughter, Elizabeth “Betsy” 
Tinker (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1806-1850/ 
1860), met Isaac C. Phillips (3rd Great-
Grandfather; 1800-1883) while they were 
living in Hardin County, and they were 

married in 1823. By 1830 
Ralph and Relief moved 
near Bowling Green in Pike 
County, Missouri, where 
they lived the rest of their 
lives. In Missouri, Ralph 
abandoned the practice 
of medicine, bought 187 
acres and became a farm-
er. The Pike County Census 
shows that Ralph was the 
owner of three slaves in 
1830 and seven slaves in 
1840. (In the 1880s his 
grandson, Walter H. Tin-
ker, bought his farm.)   
 
Dr. Ralph Tinker (4th 
Great-Grandfather) and his 
brother, Dr. James Tinker 
(4th Great-Granduncle), were 

prominent men in the early history of Morristown, Vermont. In 1935 Anna L. Mower  
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This page: Home built by Dr. James Tinker (4th 
Great-Granduncle) about 1828 in Morristown, 
Vermont. This was one of the two finest homes 
in Morristown and the surrounding area. The 
house is now a bookstore. Lower right: Interior 
and front door of house in May 2006.                

wrote an important work, which preserved the history of the towns of Morristown and 
Morrisville. (Note: Morristown was first settled at what was later known as the old 

Center in the early 1790s. This was on Stage 
Coach Road, about half of a mile south of Morristown Corners. By the early 1800s the 
main settlement had become Morristown Corners, which remained the commercial center 
of the area until the early 1830s. Then Morrisville, which was about two miles northeast, 
became, and has remained, the commercial center until the present day [2006]. Morris-
ville is also called Morristown.) In History of Morristown, Vermont, she relates the 
history of Ralph and James Tinker on eleven pages of her book, i.e. pages 28, 40, 41, 64, 
65, 169, 170, 194, 196, 239 and 318.  
 
Development of the town of Morristown, Vermont: “Elisha Boardman built and kept 
the first tavern, and in a room finished off at the end of it was convened the first school 
in town taught by Eunice Pratt and attended by six children. This tavern also was the 
civic as well as the social and educational center, for here the town meetings were held 
until 1814, when it was voted to build a Town House. It was a simple one story structure 
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Above: Dr. James Tinker’s home. 
Top right: Building across the street 
from James’ home that served as 
the post office of Morristown for 
many years. While practicing med-
icine, James served as postmaster 
from 1823 to about 1850. Middle 
right: Post office building and James’ 
home (far left) in winter snow dur-
ing 1930s. Lower right: View of 
countryside near James’ home.          

which stood on the east side of the highway and served as both town house and church 
for eight years. In 1802 Dr. Ralph Tinker, the first physician in town, had settled a 

little farther north, and a blacksmith 
by the name of Samuel Huggins be-
gan to ply his trade nearby.” On the 
road to Stowe a saw mill and another 
mill for grinding flaxseed was built 
on a brook. (Note: Ralph Tinker’s 
home was located on the east side of Stage Coach Road, about 700 feet south of the 
intersection at Morristown Corners. This site was the A. Collin’s farm on the 1858 map 
of Morristown Corners.)    
 
“About 1809 Dr. James Tinker, the second physician, came here and proved to be an 
important factor in the development of the town. The record of his professional career is 
given elsewhere, but now it is noted that he settled on the level plain to the south of the 
Center. The fine old brick house opposite the store is a monument to his good taste and 
judgment. When the post office was established, he secured its location at the Corners 
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This page: Monument to James and Ann-
a Town Tinker in Mt. View Cemetery near 
James’ home. The inscriptions read: “DR. 
JAMES TINKER / Was born at Wor / 
thington, Mass. / Dec. 12, A. D. 1785. / and 
died at Mor- / ristown, Vermont / Apr.19, A. 
D. 1860. / aged 74 yrs, 4 mo’s / & 7 days.” 
[and] “ANNA TOWN / wife of / Dr. James 
Tinker / DIED / Mar. 21, 1863. AE. 72 yrs.” 
Their gravestone is the tallest below.           

and was the first post master, being appointed about 1812. About this time, the first gen-
eral store in town was opened here by Robert Kimball, who also operated a ‘Potash.’”   
 
Organizations: “Masonry has played 
a large and honorable part in the life 

of the community. Among its members during the early period were Robert Kimball, 
the first merchant in Morristown; Ralph Tinker, the first doctor; Charles Meigs, the first 

lawyer; David Noyes, the 
first general merchant in 
Morrisville; Charles H. Heath 
and A. J. Blanchard, early prin-
cipals of Peoples Academy, 
and since that day its ranks 
have included the leading 
business and professional 
men of the town.”  
 
“Masonry and religion were 
nearly synonymous. We find 
that a lodge congregated at 
ten o’clock in the morning 
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This page: Monument to James and Anna 
Town Tinker in Mt. View Cemetery.  Over-
view of Mt. View Cemetery, which is sit-
uated in a beautiful location with magni-
ficent views in every direction. Dr. James 
Tinker was an active Mason and at one time 
the leader of the Masons in Morristown.  
Gravestones to the left of his monument are 
those of his son and grandchildren.         

and many times lasted until late in the evening. We find records of Masons driving 
regularly twenty or thirty miles once a month to attend lodge meetings, and at that time 

it was punishable 
by suspension or 
expulsion, if a 
member neglected 
to attend regular 

meetings more than three times in succession without 
reasonable excuse.”   
 
Dr. James Tinker was Worshipful Master of the Mount 
Vernon Lodge from 1823 to 1824.   
 
Post office: “In the early days the presence of the post 
office in a village gave official recognition to its impor-
tance as a center of influence. So when Dr. James Tin-
ker secured the location of the first post office in town 
at the Corners rather than at the Center, it gave the for-
mer hamlet prestige quite out of proportion to the importance of the few pieces of mail 
which were left there by the stage on its way north from Waterbury and Stowe. First 
established in 1812, this office was in use about ninety years. Dr. Tinker was its in-
cumbent for many years and among his successors were Joseph Sears, about 1850 and 
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Top left: Gravestone of Dr. Almerin Tinker (1799-1886) (son of 
John Tinker, 4th Great-Granduncle) in Riverside Cemetery (top 
middle) in downtown Morristown, Vermont, May 2006. Almerin 
was the third member of the Tinker family to be a medical 
doctor in Morristown. Above: Late 1800s print of Morristown.   

Samuel Olds, in the late 50s.” A building containing the post office was erected across 
the street from James’ home at the Corners about 1823. The building is still standing, 
housing a convenience store and an art shop.         
 

Medical Profession: “When one considers the vigor of 
the pioneer stock and their scattered location, he wonders 

that a physician 
should ever have 
had the courage to 
try to earn a living 
in one of the new 
towns. Yet before 
the first resident 
minister had been 
called or the first 
lawyer had sought 
a client, Dr. Ralph 
Tinker had settled 
near the old Center 
on a lot, known 
for many years as 
the Collins farm, 

now [1935] owned by Mr. Elmer Gallup. This was in 1802 when the population of the 
entire town could scarcely have exceeded 200 people. Here he remained for at least 
eight years, and here three 
sons and one daughter 
were born to him.”  
 
“Dr, Ralph Tinker was 
the son of Elihu and 
L y d i a  H u n t i n g t o n  
Tinker of Worthington, 
Massachusetts, and 
was born in 1778. Un-
promising as the open-
ing here must have 
seemed when viewed 
from the present day 
standpoint, there seem 
to have been some en-
couraging features , 
for his younger brother, 
James, having studied here for a time later returned and entered into partnership with 
Dr. Ralph. This business relation lasted a few years and was then dissolved, and the 
senior member of the firm removed to the still more remote settlement of Ashtabula, 
Ashtabula County, Ohio.” 
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Above: Morristown from Lamoille 
River, May 2006. Top right: Morris-
town about 1900. Right: Lamoille 
Falls, about two miles from down-
town Morristown.   

“His brother, Dr. James, however, elected to cast in his lot permanently with Morris-
town. He was born in Worthington, Massachusetts, in 1785 and lived there with his 

parents until he was twenty-one years of age and 
ready to start on a career for himself when he chose to come to study with his brother in 
the new settlement. He later returned to Massachusetts and completed his medical 
studies with Dr. Holland, the father of Dr. J. G. Holland, the author. After a year and a 
half with Dr. Holland he returned to Morristown, first, as 
previously stated, with his brother and then alone. He became a 
skillful and successful physician whose services were in de-
mand, not only here, but in the neighboring towns. His native 
ability supplemented by wide experience and his strong per-
sonality made him a well known figure in the early days.” 
 
“He set out the beautiful maple trees which still surround his 
former home at the Corners. It is told that he was annoyed by 
the practice, common among the attendants at the neighboring 
church, of hitching their horses to these young trees. On Sun-
day he went out and cut loose all the horses. This resulted in 
some interruption to the Sabbath service and a confusion of vehicles, but put an end to 
the custom of using his maples as hitching posts.” 
 
“In 1813 he married Miss Anna Town and to them were born one son, Albert Byron, 
and four daughters. (Albert Byron Tinker located his home across the street from his 



The Tinker, Durant, Smith and Woods Families 3460

Top: Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) moved his family to 
Hardin County, Kentucky (right), in 1816. Elizabeth Tinker (3rd 
Great-Grandmother) lived for a time in Hardeman County, 
Tennessee (left), before eventually moving to Dallas County, 
Arkansas. Above: Ralph Tinker moved to Bowling Green in 
Pike County, Missouri, by 1830. Maps courtesy of Rand Mc-
Nally. 

father at the Corners. On the 1858 map of Morristown Corners he is listed as A. B. 
Tinker. When he died in 1874 he was buried next to his parents in Mountain View Cemetery, 
just west of their homes.)  
To his descendants he 
transmitted his love for 
his profession and each 
succeeding generation 
has furnished one or more 
Physicians. His success 
in his chosen field enabled 
him to retire from active 
practice and his last few 
years were spent in farming 
at his pleasant home at 
the Corners, where he died 
April 19, 1860. His great-
great-grandson, Charles Tin-
ker, Jr. still [1935] carries 
on the family name here.”  
 
“Dr. Almerin Tinker (son 
of John Tinker, 4th Great-
Granduncle; 1799-1886), 
youngest brother of Dr. 
James Tinker, began to 
practice in Johnson [located 
about ten miles northwest 
of Morristown], to which 
place he came about 1830.  
After a few years he moved 
to Morrisville, where he 
continued to live until his 
death in 1880. He was not 
engaged in active practice 
the latter part of his life, 
but held many town and 
county offices.” Almerin 
Tinker was buried in River-
side Cemetery in Morris-
town, Vermont, and accor-
ding to his gravestone died 
in 1886. His name is spel- 
Almerion in History of 
Morristown, Vermont.   
 
Almerin was actually the nephew of James and Ralph Tinker. He was the son of John 
Tinker of Worthington, Massachusetts, the older brother of Ralph and James.   
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Top: Rebecca Martin running between the gravestones of her fifth 
great-grandparents, Ralph and Relief Whitney Tinker, in 1996. 
Above: Rebecca, age ten, is standing with brother, Michael Martin, 
age seventeen, in Mt. Pisgah Cemetery in August 2006. 

Churches: “At the second town meeting of which there is any record, held on September 
2, 1806, a committee was appointed to arrange for the organization of a religious society 
and Samuel Cooke, John Cole, and Ralph Tinker were chosen to draw up a subscription 
paper for signers to 
form a Congregational 
Society.”   
 
“At a conference holden 
at Jacob Walker’s barn 
Saturday, July 13, 1807, 
several persons came for-
ward and manifested a 
desire to unite in church 
covenant. At a time ap-
pointed the church was 
organized and the fol-
lowing officers were e-
lected: Moderator, Cris-
pus Shaw; Clerk, Dr. 
Ralph Tinker. Thirteen 
people constituted the 
newly organized body.” 
 
“It was customary for 
the Congregational Church 
of that period to have an 
Ecclesiastical Society in 
connection with the church 
and in 1823 such a body 
was organized with the 
following officers: Mod-
erator, Samuel Cooke; 
President, Elisha Brig-
ham; Vice-President, 
Dennison Cooke; and 
Secretary, James Tinker.” 
 
“According to Mrs. 
George (Gladys) God-
frey, a lifelong Morris-
town resident, her grand-
father, William Hadlock, joined the Mormon Church in 1894. He was then living in Jay 
(Vermont), but moved in 1910 to a farm in Morristown on LaPorte Road. It was at his 
home there that meetings of Mormons in this area were first held. Hadlock subsequently 
moved to a farm at Morristown Corners, the homestead of which is the Tinker House. 
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The Mormon meetings moved there as well” (More About Morristown, 1935-1980, page 
498, by Robert Hagerman).    
   

Rev. George Durant wrote in 
The Tinker Family that, “Ralph  

was small of stature with dark hair and brown eyes, very energetic, kind hearted and 
had many friends. He was a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.”   
 
The same source relates that his wife provided much service as a midwife. “Relief Whitney 
was regarded as a very remarkable woman of high temperament and strong will, but also 

Above: Gravestone of Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father) in Mount Pisgah Cemetery. The inscription reads: 
“RALPH TINKER / DIED / FEB 10, 1856 / Aged 75 years / 
4 mos., & 23 days.” Top right: Michael Martin, Fifth 
Great-Grandson of Ralph Tinker, standing next to his 
monument in 2006. Right: Distant view of Mt. Pisgah 
Cemetery. Ralph’s gravestone is the second from the left.    
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Above: Will written and signed by Ralph Tinker (4th 
Great-Grandfather) dated June 29, 1846, in Pike Coun-
ty, Missouri. Ralph had a total of three wills on file in 
the county clerk’s office. The first was dated 1844 and 
the last 1854. Right: Gravestones of Releaf [Relief] 
Tinker (died 1844) and an unnamed daughter Tinker 
(died 1852), granddaughters of Ralph Tinker, located 
next to his grave in Mt. Pisgah Cemetery.          

kindhearted and charitable. She was in great demand as a midwife throughout the district of 
some twenty miles in Missouri and never refused her services on these errands of mercy. 

She often traveled long distances at night and in 
storms; sometimes losing her way and spending the 
night on the prairie with wolves howling about her.  
Her skill in weaving was also celebrated and her 
descendants preserve many articles of her making.” 
 
Ralph lived about two or three miles from downtown Bowling Green, Missouri, off 
Highway 54, the main road going west of town. He owned most of the land west of 
Road 485, which amounted to many hundreds of acres. He probably owned hundreds of 
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Above: Signatures of Ralph 
Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father) on his three wills in 
1844, 1846 and 1854. Right: 
Highway 54 looking east 
toward Bowling Green, Mis-
souri. Ralph owned land 
on both sides of this major 
roadway from about 1830 
until his death in 1856.            

acres of land north of Highway 54 as well. The land is still well maintained and planted 
with corn, but his home is no longer standing.         
 

Ralph and Relief 
were the parents 
of nine children: 
Houghton Tinker (1804-
1867), Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Tinker (1806- 
1850/1860), Edwin 
Buckingham Tinker 
(1808-1839), Col. 
Orwin Cullen Tinker 
(1810-1893), Erasmus 
D. Tinker (1812-
1812), Mary Tin-
ker (1813-1817), 
Charles Whitney 
Tinker (1815-1879), 
Eliphalet Dewey 
Tinker (1817-1891) 
and Taletha Cumey 
Tinker (1820-1828).  
Their seven oldest 
children were born 
in Morristown,  

Lamoille County, Vermont.  
Dewey and Taletha were 
born in Hardin County, 
Kentucky.   
 
Ralph and Relief were buried beside each other in Mount Pisgah Cemetery, located 
about three or four miles northwest of Bowling Green, Missouri. To visit the cemetery 
travel about a mile west of downtown Bowling Green on Highway 54 and turn right 
(north) on Road 43. Continue north for about two or three miles to the cemetery, which 
will be on your right. The inscription on Ralph’s tombstone reads: “RALPH TINKER /  
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Top left: Will written by Ralph Tinker in 
1854. Above: Will signed by Relief Whit-
ney Tinker (4th Great-Grandmother) on 
June 1, 1859, in Pike County, Missouri. 
Left: Land once owned by Ralph and Re-
lief Tinker near Bowling Green, Missouri, 
2006.        

DIED / FEB 10, 1856 / Aged 75 years / 4 
mos., 23 days.” Being an active Mason, 

Ralph had Masonic symbols carved above 
his name.      
 
The inscription on Relief’s gravestone 
reads: “RELIEF / Wife of / RALPH TINKER / 
BORN / In Marlborough, Mass. [actually 
Marlboro, Vermont] / May 29, 1785 / DIED / 
July 20, 1861.”  
 
Edwin B. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle; 
1808-1839) was buried in Bowling Green, 

Missouri. The inscription on his gravestone reads: “EDWIN B. TINKER / BORN / Aug.  
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Top: Gravestone of Relief Whitney Tinker (4th Great-Grandmother). The in-
scription reads, “RELIEF / Wife of / RALPH TINKER / BORN / In Marl-
borough, Mass. [actually Marlboro, Vermont] / May 29, 1785 / DIED / July 20, 
1861.” Rebecca Martin, Fifth Great-Granddaughter of Relief Tinker, August 
2006. Above: Relief’s signature on her will dated June 1, 1859.       

22, 1808 / DIED / July 23, 1839 / AGED / 30 yrs, 11 mons. 1 day.” There is a Masonic 
handshake carved above his name.   
 

Eliphalet Dewey Tinker (3rd Great-
Granduncle; 1817-1891) moved from 
Pike County, Missouri, to Arkansas 

with his sister, Betsy, and her family, 
but he later returned to Missouri and 
lived with his mother until her death in 
1861. He continued to live in Missouri 

until at least the 
1870s. Sometime 
thereafter he return-
ed to Dallas County, 
Arkansas, where 
he died in 1891 
and was buried in 
Hunter’s Chapel 
Cemetery (see   
Notes). 
 
Orwin Cullen Tin-
ker (3rd Great-
Granduncle; 1810-1893) was a colonel and may have served in either the Mexican War, 
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From top: Signatures of Orwin 
C. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle), 
Charles W. Tinker (3rd Great-
Granduncle); Ralph H. Tinker 
and John C. Tinker, grandsons of 
Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
father). Middle right: Mount Pis-
gah Cemetery in Pike County, 
Missouri, where Ralph and Relief 
Whitney Tinker were buried in 
1856 and 1861. Their gravestones 
are on the far left. Right: Arrows 
point to land (left) once owned by 
Ralph Tinker and Mt. Pisgah 
Cemetery (top).      

Civil War, or both. (Two Centuries in Hardin County, Kentucky, page 572, by McClure, 
Houston Clayton Library Number 976.9 M123.) 
 

A biographical sketch 
of Charles W. Tinker 
(3rd Great-Granduncle; 
1815-1879) was published 
in the History of Pike 
County, Missouri, page 

984, shortly after his death.   
 
“Charles W. Tinker, deceased. This gentleman was born in Vermont, August 22, 1815, 
but when an infant his parents immigrated to Hardin County, Kentucky, where he was 
reared and educated, until 1831, when he came to Pike county, Missouri, where he lived 
until his death. He was married November 18, 1835, to Miss Lucetta C. Roberts, of Pike 
County. Our subject entered 160 acres of unimproved land, which he improved in such 
a manner that it ranks among the best farms in the county, and his widow still makes 
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Above left: Gravestone of Edwin Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle) in Bowling Green, Missouri.  
The inscription on his gravestone reads: “EDWIN B. TINKER / BORN / Aug. 22, 1808 / DIED / 
July 23, 1839 / AGED / 30 yrs, 11 mons. 1 day.” Top right: Entrance to Riverview Cemetery in 
Louisiana, Missouri, where Mexican War or Civil War Colonel, Orwin C. Tinker (3rd Great- 
Granduncle, 1810-1893), is buried. Above right: Hunter’s Chapel Cemetery in Dallas County, 
Arkansas, where Elizabeth Tinker Phillips (3rd Great-Grandmother) and Eliphalet Dewey 
Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle) are buried. A monument honoring them was erected in 2007. 

her home the same, and manages the place in a very successful manner. They were the 
parents of thirteen children, four of whom still survive: William H., Ralph H., Sarah A., 
wife of William R. Downing, a resident of Pike county, and Katie L., wife of Thomas 
A. Russell, also a resident of the county. Mr. and Mrs. Tinker were members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Our subject died February 22, 1879.”  
 

Elizabeth Tinker, Third 
Great-Grandmother 

 

 

Elizabeth Tinker (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1806-1850/1860) met Isaac Phillips while 
her family was living in Hardin County, Kentucky. They married on July 15, 1823, and 
after residing for a number of years in Kentucky and Tennessee, they move to Dallas 
County, Arkansas, in 1846, where they lived the rest of their lives. Our entire New 
England heritage stems through Elizabeth’s ancestry. 
 
Elizabeth and Isaac were the parents of seven children: Ralph Phillip Phillips (1824-1902) 
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1902), Madison Cullen Phillips (1828-1894), Relief “Leathy” Whitney Phillips (1830), 
D. Purdy Phillips (1833-died young), Nancy Elizabeth Phillips (1836-died young), 
Mary Evelyn Phillips (1840-1890) and Cordelia F. Phillips (1843). Ralph, Madison 
and Relief were born in Hardin/Larue County, Kentucky. Their four youngest children 
were all born in Hardeman County, Tennessee.    
 

See Isaac C. Phillips, 
Third Great-Grandfather. 
 
Additional Sources 
 
• Pike County, Missouri 

Cemetery Inscriptions, 
Volume 7, page 25 
(Clayton Library 977.8 
C394). 

 
• Mt. Pisgah Cemetery, 

(Clayton Library 977.8 
H526). 

 
• Pike County, Missouri 

Marriages, 1818-1837, 
page 14 (Cullen Tinker 
to Polly Ann Biggs). 

 
• “Early Vital Records 

of Morristown, Ver-
mont,” in The Genealogical Magazine, page 14. (Film Number 0564365.) 

 
• Family research of Frances Massey Bowles. 
 

Additional Tinker History 
 
In 1840 “Rev. J. W. Campbell preached …on the third Sabbath in May at the house of 
Dr. Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather).” Mr. Edwin B. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle) was 
present. (The History of Pike County, page 202, published in 1883.)     
  
“James Marion Briscoe, M. D., of Louisiana (Missouri), was born near Paris, Monroe 
County, Missouri, on March 15, 1844. He is the son of John and Emily (Biggs). His 
mother dying when he was three years of age, he was taken by his uncle, O. C. Tinker 
(3rd Great-Granduncle; his wife was Mary Ann Biggs, sister of Emily Biggs), of 
Louisiana, and raised. He was mostly educated in the public schools. He attended the 
Watson Academy, at Ashley, Missouri, one term, and one term in a select school in 
Louisiana, taught by Prof. Parker, under the auspices of the M. E. Church. In March 
1865 he began the study of medicine under Dr. E. M. Bartlett, of Louisiana, and the 
following winter took a course of lectures in the Medical College at Keokuk, Iowa. He 

Above: Dallas County, Arkansas, where Elizabeth Tinker 
(3rd Great-Grandmother) moved with her husband, Isaac 
Phillips (3rd Great-Grandfather), in 1846. Map courtesy 
of Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.   
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Above: Gravestone of Eliphalet Tin-
ker (3rd Great-Granduncle) and his 
sister, Elizabeth Tinker (right) (3rd 
Great-Grandmother), in Hunter’s 
Chapel Cemetery, Dallas County, 
Arkansas; 2007. Eliphalet lived with 
his sister and her husband, Isaac 
Phillips, for many years. When they 
moved from Pike County, Missouri, 
to Arkansas, he went with them. 
After the death of his sister, he lived 
with his mother near Bowling Green 
until her death in 1861. He even-
tually moved back to Dallas County, 
where he died in 1891.    

was then under the preceptorship of Dr. William C. Duncan, of near Dover Church, 
Pike County, until the fall of 1867, when he entered the St. Louis Medical College at  
St. Louis, Missouri, from which he graduated as M. D. in the spring of 1868. His first  

 
practice was at Dover with Dr. Duncan, they 
practicing together until the spring of 1870. He 
continued the practice at Dover until 1872, when 
he came to Louisiana and became associated with 
Dr. W. T. Stewart, they practicing together until 
the spring of 1873, when he pursued farming and 
practicing medicine in the vicinity of Louisiana 

until 1881, when he went to Curryville, Pike County, and practiced until September 1882, 
when he located at Louisiana permanently. May 12, 1873, he married Mrs. Mollie 
Burbridge, of Louisiana. He is a member of the Baptist Church and a member of River 
Side Lodge No. 22, A. O. U. W., of Louisiana” (Ibid, page 675).    
 
It is interesting to note how example influences later generations. O. C.’s father, Ralph 
Tinker, was a doctor of medicine and a Mason and here his step-grandson, James 
Briscoe, adopted his same vocation and fraternity two generations later.  
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Above left to right: Curryville, Bowling Green and Louisiana, 
in Pike County, Missouri. 

Elizabeth Tinker Shepherd (wife of Edwin Buckingham Tinker, 3rd Great-Grand-
uncle; he died in 1839) was one of the “noble men and women” who constituted the first 
nineteen members of Mount Pisgah Baptist Church in Cuivre Township, Pike County, 
Missouri, in 1819. (Ibid, page 755.) Ralph and Relief Whitney Tinker (4th Great-
Grandparents) were buried in Mount Pisgah Cemetery.  
 

J. C. Tinker (grandson of 
Ralph Tinker, 4th Great-
Grandfather) was listed in 
the 1883 Business Directory 
of Curryville, Missouri as 
selling “Notions” (Ibid, 
page 953). 
 
W. H. Tinker (grandson 
of Ralph Tinker, 4th Great-
Grandfather) was appoint-
ed and ordained an Elder 
of the Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church on Oc-
tober 17, 1875, in Curry-
ville, Missouri. Four other 
men were also chosen at 
this formation of a new 
congregation in Curryville. 

The church’s constitution or agreement was signed by forty-two persons, which 
included Mary E. Tinker, William H. Tinker and Ralph Tinker. “The church is 
represented as being in a healthy and prosperous condition, as it is being used as the 
instrument of great good in the community where it is established” (Ibid, pages 955-
956).     
 
“Thomas A. Russell, of Curryville, was born in Lynn County, Missouri, September 28, 
1846. When he was quite young his parents moved to Pike County, Missouri, where he 
was reared and educated, attending a school at Louisiana. At the breaking out of the 
Rebellion, though hardly yet in his teens, he enlisted in the defense of the stars and 
stripes, on the 25th day of March, 1862, in Company C, Third Missouri Cavalry, with 
which he participated in many hard-fought battles. After three years service with honor to 
himself and his country, being discharged on the 25th day of March, 1865, he cast his first 
vote for President Lincoln when he was only eighteen years of age, and has voted for the 
Republican ticket ever since. After the war he went to Scott County, Illinois, where he 
remained for several years, being appointed deputy sheriff of that county in 1868, which 
office he held until 1870. After that he went to Keokuk, Iowa, where he engaged in the 
manufacture of tobacco for several years, with marked success. He was married in 
Curryville on November 25, 1875, to Miss Kate, daughter of Charles (3rd Great-
Granduncle) and Lucella Tinker, of Pike County. By this union they have two children: 
Zudon, born December 27, 1877, and Hurbert, born January 19, 1880” (Ibid, page 981).     
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“William H. Tinker, farmer and stockraiser, of Curryville, was born in Pike County, 
April 12, 1838, the son of Charles W. (Whitney) (3rd Great-Granduncle) and Lucetta 
Tinker. He was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools. When he was 
twenty years of age he purchased the farm where he has since lived. It contains 320 acres, 
and ranks among the best farms in the county. Mr. T. was married November 7, 1859. To 
Miss Mary E., a daughter Presley Newell, Esq., of Pike County. They have seven chil-
dren: Joseph, Earnest L., Homer M., Delne, Orpha, William H., Jr., and John. On February 
7, 1879, his wife died (she was a member of the Presbyterian Church), and he again 
married March 11, 1880, Miss Julia B. Connelly, a native of Virginia. They have two 
children: Culla H., and Carlos D. Our subject was ordained an elder of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in 1875, which office he has since held. Mrs. T. is a member of the 
Baptist Church” (Ibid, page 985).  
 
“Mrs. Elizabeth Caldwell Shepherd. Mrs. Shepherd was born in Bath County, Ken-
tucky on the 19th day of October 1812. She came to Missouri in November 1829, and 
settled on Peno Creek, and in the township of the same name, where she lived for two 
years and during which time, on March 24th, 1831, she was married to her first husband, 
Edwin B. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle). After her marriage she moved and settled on 
the farm upon which John Lewellen now resides. After a few years residence here she 
moved with her husband to Bowling Green, where he died in July 1839. Children were 
born to them, all of whom are still living and residing within the limits of Pike County. In 
the latter part of 1841, the subject of this sketch was again married to John H. Shepherd, 
by whom she had seven children, five of whom are still living. Mrs. Shepherd has lived 
to see the county grow from a few meager settlements into a populous district and from 
almost abject poverty to a county teeming with wealth. The wolves whose howlings was 
a source of constant alarm, have forever disappeared; the forest, which it seemed could 
never be cleared away, have at last succumbed to the woodman’s ax, and even the 
pestiferous flies that infested the prairie and made travel disagreeable and unsafe, have 
long since forsaken their former haunts. The county which she first knew as a wilderness 
she has lived to see blossom as the rose, and the hamlets and villages of her girlhood have 
grown into thriving towns and prosperous cities. Mrs. Shepherd lost her last husband 
about two years ago. She still resides at the old homestead, in Bowling Green, Green, and 
is always busy, cheerful, and apparently happy; she has long been known as a good 
neighbor, kind to all, generous to those needing assistance and hospitable as is the rule 
and habit of early settlers of Pike. For fifty years she has been a member of the Baptist 
Church and awaits without any apprehension or fear the common fate which in the 
course of nature must befall her” (Ibid, pages 443-444).    
 
“Walter H. Tinker of Bowling Green, Missouri. This gentleman was born in Pike 
County, Missouri, May 31, 1838, and is a son of Edwin B. (3rd Great-Granduncle) and 
Elizabeth Tinker. Our subject was reared and educated in Bowling Green. In 1858 he 
began to learn the carpenter’s trade, which occupation he followed until the breaking out 
of the rebellion, when he entered the state service, and the following September he was 
wounded by the accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of Amos Crossman, who was 
cleaning it. The ball struck our subject in the leg and split, and glancing, killed Leut. 
Martin and wounded Thomas Hunter, so that he died from the effects in a short time, and 
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Above: Mary Tinker (1653), John Tinker (1655) and 
Amos Tinker (1658),children of John Tinker (9th Great-
Grandfather), were baptized in the first meetinghouse in 
Boston, which no longer stands, but was located across 
from the Old State House (built in 1713; right), 2013. 
Below: Rebecca Martin (age 17), 9th Great-Granddaughter 
of Samuel Tinker, next to his gravestone in Old Lyme, 
Connecticut, in March 2013.      

wounded Mr. T. so that his leg had to be amputated four inches below the right knee. 
This disabled him for further duty, although he remained in the service until his time 

expired. After receiving his discharge he attended 
school for a time, and then went into the mercantile 
business at Louisiana, which he followed about 
one year, and then obtained a position in the recorder’s 
office. One year after that he engaged with two half-
brothers in the livery business at Bowling Green, 
where he met with good success, after which he turned 
his attention to farming, purchasing the farm containing 187 acres known as the Ralph 

Tinker farm (grandfather of our subject); here 
he lived in bachelor quarters for about eight 
years. He was married April 19, 1882, to Miss 
Lizzie Riggs, of Pike County” (Ibid, page 
985).    
 
“James M. Weatherford, post office Spen-
cerburg, is the oldest son of Joel and Mary 
Weatherford…When he was nineteen years of 
age he married Miss Tabitha C. Tinker, 
February 27, 1856, daughter of Charles W. 
(Whitney) (3rd Great-Granduncle) and Lu-
cetta C. Tinker. He early turned his atten-
tion to stock dealing, which avocation he 
followed until 1866, when he engaged in 
farming, which he has since followed. Mr. 
and Mrs. Weatherford have had two chil-
dren: Charles M. and William T. His wife 
died February 24 1873; he was again married 
on May 3, 1874, to Miss Emily Thompson. 
By this union they have four children: Annie 

D., Lena, Emma, and Harry L. Mr. Weatherford has for a long time held the office of 
township constable, and is also deputy sheriff” (Ibid, pages 986-987).    
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Above: Rebecca Martin, 
standing over the grave-
stones (left to right) of 
Samuel Tinker (8th Great-
Grandfather), Seth Tin-
ker (son of Samuel Tin-
ker, 7th Great-Grand-
uncle; died 1740), (un-
readable) Tinker, and 
Samuel Tinker (7th Great-
Granduncle; 1697-1755) 
in Old Lyme, Connect-
icut, in March 2013. 
Left: Close-ups of markers 
of Seth Tinker (far left) 
and Samuel Tinker.      

Houghton H. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1804-1867) was born July 8, 1804, in 
Morristown, Vermont, and died on June 12, 1867, in Larue County, Kentucky. He was                       

buried in the Watkins Family Cemetery. His wife, Leathy Watkins Tinker (born March 2, 
1805; died January 12, 1867) is buried beside him. When Houghton’s parents, Ralph and 
Relief Whitney Tinker (4th Great-Grandparents), moved from Larue County, Kentucky, 
to Pike County, Missouri, in 1831, he, apparently, was the only child to remained behind. 
Houghton probably lived the rest of his life in Larue County. 
 
Watkins Family Cemetery is located just east of Upton, Kentucky, and south of Highway 
224. It is a small family graveyard with 63 burials and dates from about 1830.     
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Tinkers in Ohio 
 
The Internet has been a magnificent tool for genealogical research. It seems that every 
other week I find new information on a relative; often on a family member that I had 
previously researched. (My 
favorite Internet site has been 
Find-a-Grave.) Recently, 
I found the places of burial 
for three more of my 4th 
Great-Granduncles (or the 
equivalent): Elisha Tinker 
(1766-1842), Nehemiah Tinker 
(1774-1853), sons of Elihu 
Tinker (5th Great-Grand-
father), and Almerin Tinker 
(1770-1838; son of Capt. 
Nehemiah Tinker, 5th Great-
Granduncle) and Mary Hunt-
ington (5th Great-Grandaunt).   
 
Nehemiah Tinker (4th Great-
Granduncle; 1774-1853) was 
born March 3, 1774, in Wor-
thington, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts, and died on 

September 4, 1853, in Brighton, Lorain 
County, Ohio. He was buried with his wife, 
Martha Caswell Tinker (1780-1853), in 
Evergreen Cemetery (some sources list this as Rochester Station Cemetery, but Ever-
green is its present name) in Rochester, Lorain County, Ohio.   

Top and left: Monument of Nehemiah Tinker 
(4th Great-Granduncle; 1774-1853) and his wife, 
Martha Caswell Tinker (1780-1853), in Ever-
green Cemetery in Rochester, Brighton Township, 
Lorain County, Ohio; 2014. Above: Township 
Hall, built in 1823, in Brighton; Nehemiah 
attended civic meetings here.      
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Nehemiah and Martha had 12 Children: Lydia H. Tinker (born July 9, 1798), Omri 
Tinker (born April 19, 1802, in Worthington, Massachusetts; died March 12, 1892;                           

buried in Worthington Center Cemetery), Minessa 
Tinker (born March 1, 1806), Laura Tinker (March 1, 
1808-1860), Abigail Tinker (born December 8, 1808; 

died August 26, 1886; buried Pittsville East Cemetery in Pittsville, Lorain, Ohio; married 
Edward Henry Matcham), Delia B. Tinker (born March 30, 1811), Erasmus D. Tinker 
(October 26, 1813-April 6, 1888), Martha D. Tinker (born July 7, 1816), Oscar F. Tinker 
(born July 15, 1818 in Massachusetts; died September 20, 1871; buried in Allen 
Cemetery in Lucas County, Iowa; married Polly), Amanda Tinker (born October 28, 
1821; died 1904; buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Rochester, Lorain County, Ohio; 
married Miles Fisher), Cynthia Tinker (February 4, 1823-March 10, 1904, in Greenwich, 

Top: Bedford Cemetery in Bedford, Ohio, where Almerin 
Tinker (equivalent to 4th Great-Granduncle; 1770-1838) is 
buried (no gravestone). Left: Monuments of George Tin-
ker and his son, Clarence Tinker (descendants of Almerin 
Tinker), in Bedford Cemetery. Lower left: W. H. Tinker, 
who served in the Union Army during the Civil War; he is 
on the soldier’s monument (above) in central Bedford, 
Ohio, and is a descendant of Almerin Tinker, 2014.       
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Huron County, Ohio; buried in Fitchville Cemetery, in Fitchville, Ohio; married Ben-
jamin Morton), and Lucinda Tinker (born June 10, 1826).   

 

 

                                                         
I made a special journey to see the newfound graves of my Tinker family in Ohio in 
September 2014. Nehemiah’s burial site was the first of the four cemeteries that I 

visited. It was late in the day as I traveled north towards Cleveland and it looked as if 

Above: Tinker’s Creek (named after Capt. Joseph 
Tinker, a cousin of Almerin Tinker) which flows 
through Bedford, Ohio, where Almerin Tinker 
(equivalent to 4th Great-Granduncle) lived in the 
early 1800s, and died in 1838. Top right: Hezekiah 
Dunham house, built on 1832, in Bedford, Ohio. 
Right: Park in center of Bedford, 2014. Below: 
Monuments of 3 of the 12 children of Nehemiah 
Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle): Amanda Tinker 
Fisher (1821-1904), Abigail Tinker Matcham 
(1808-1886), and Omri Tinker (1802-1892).            
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I was going to make it before the sun set when suddenly just a mile from the cemetery in 
Rochester, Ohio, the road was closed for repairs; I had to make a 15 minute detour, which 

meant it was dark by the time I reached the 
cemetery. Undeterred, I still saw his burial and 
monument with the help of my flashlight. In fact 
it made for some very interesting photographs. 
The cool night breeze and the stars above made 
for a special visit.       
 
The next morning I traveled to Bedford, Ohio, 

to see the grave of Almerin Tinker.  
 
Almerin Tinker was born in 1770 in Windham County, Connecticut; died on January 3,  

Top and middle right: Gravestones of 
Asa Tinker (1784-1844) and his wife, 
Nancy Miller Tinker; Lynde Tinker 
(1788-1832) and his wife, Polly Smith 
Tinker, in Crosby Cemetery (top left), 
in Ashtabula County, Ohio, (Asa and 
Lynde Tinker, brothers, are 2nd Great-
Grandsons of Amos Tinker, 8th Great-
Granduncle). Above and right: This log 
cabin was possibly the home of Elisha 
Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle) in Mon-
roe Township of Perry County, Ohio, 
in the early 1800s. If it was not his 
cabin then it was that of one of his 
immediate neighbors.        
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1838, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, and was buried in Bedford Cemetery in Bedford, 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio. He was the son of Capt. Nehemiah Tinker (5th Great-Grand-

uncle) and Mary Huntington (5th 
Great-Grandaunt), making him the 
equivalent of a 4th Great-Grand-
uncle. 
 
I was disappointed to discover 
that Almerin did not have a grave-
stone. I found monuments of some 
of his descendants, but apparently 
he never had a grave marker. 

There 
is a military monument in a city park in downtown Bedford, 
which has the name of Tinker, who served in the Union 
Army during the Civil War. There is also Tinker Creek, 

which flows through the area and was named after Capt. Joseph Tinker, an early explorer 
of northeast Ohio, and a distant cousin of Almerin Tinker.  

Top right: Interior of cabin (above) 
that may have been built by Elisha 
Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle) in 
Perry County, Ohio, in the early 
1800s. Right: Old barn on what 
was Elisha Tinker’s land. Lower 
right: Tinker Family Cemetery 
on the former estate of Elisha 
Tinker, September 2014. Elisha 
is listed as one of the first set-
tlers of Perry County, Ohio.    
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The last stop that I made that day was at Crosby Cemetery, a small burial ground in 
Ashtabula County, Ohio, where Asa Tinker (1784-September 6, 1844; married Nancy 

Miller) and his brother, Lynde Tinker (born January 
1, 1788, in East Lyme, New London, Connecticut; died 
January 1, 1832, in Rome, Ashtabula County, Ohio; 
married Polly Smith) (2nd Great-Grandsons of Amos 
Tinker, 8th Great-Granduncle), are buried next to their 
wives.    
 
“They are the sons of Samuel Tinker (born 1752 in Waterford, Connecticut; died 
1838 in Lyme, Connecticut) and his wife, Lucy Moore; grandsons of Samuel Tinker 

Top left: Gravestone of Elisha 
Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle; 
1766-1842) and his footstone 
(top right) in the Tinker Family 
Cemetery on land that he owned 
in the early 1800s. Above: Mon-
ument of Lydia Tinker (1770/ 
1771-1850), wife of Elisa Tinker. 
Left: Road on what was once 
Elisha Tinker’s estate; Septem-
ber 2014.       
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Above: Gravestone of Shepherd Tinker 
(son of Elisha Tinker, 4th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1766-1842), who died in 1842 
when he was two years old. Left: A 
road and stream near Elisha’s estate in 
Perry County, Ohio; September 2014.  

(1721-1782) and his wife, Anna Lester (1721-1810); great-grandsons of Samuel 
Tinker (c1697-1776) and his wife, Elizabeth Harris (c1695-1781); great-great-grand-

sons of Amos Tinker (8th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1657-1730) and his wife, Sarah 
Durant (1657-1730, daughter of George 
Durant and Elizabeth Blake), third great-

grandsons of John Tinker (9th Great-Grandfather; born in England 1613; died 1662 in 
Hartford, Connecticut) and his wife, Alice Smith (born 1629 Massachusetts; died in 1714 
in Connecticut; daughter of Richard Smith and Joanna Quarles”).  
 
The next day I traveled to southern Ohio to see the grave of Elisha Tinker.  
 
Elisha Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle; 1766-1842) was one of the first settlers of Mon-
roe Township in Perry County, Ohio, as noted in the official history of the county. He 
is buried in his family cemetery on what was once his plantation in Perry County. There 
are only three members of his family buried here: Elisha Tinker, his wife, Lydia Tinker 
(born 1770/1771; died February 25, 1850), and their infant son, Shepard Tinker (died 
September 7, 1812). The inscription on Shepard’s headstone reads: “Son of S. A. & M. 
A. Tinker / Aged 2 Years & 1 month.” 
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Top left: Military monument of N. D. Tinker (cousin) in Ander-
sonville National Cemetery (middle left). Above and left: Ander-
sonville (Camp Sumter), the worse prisoner of war camp in the 
Civil War, where N. D. Tinker died in 1864.  

The epitaph on Elisha’s gravestone reads: “My flesh shall slumber under ground / 
Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound, Then burst the / chains with sweet surprise, And 

in my / Saviour’s image 
rise.” The inscription on Lydia Tinker’s monument reads: “Wife of Elisha Tinker / Died 
Feb 25, 1850 / in the 79 year of her / age.”   
 
Close to Elisha Tinker’s grave (perhaps 2,500 feet) is an old cabin that definitely dates 
from the time that Elisha resided here. This was probably Elisha’s home, but if it is not, it 
was certainly the home of his immediate neighbor. He owned hundreds of acres of land 
so this cabin could have easily been on his land.  
 
Andersonville, Georgia 
 
Private Nehemiah D. Tinker (Cousin; born in Connecticut) died on September 12, 1864, 
at the infamous prisoner of war camp, Andersonville, in Macon County, Georgia. (He 
was captured at Drewry’s Bluff.) Nehemiah was buried in Anderson National Cemetery. 
Nearly 13,000 soldiers died at Andersonville (Camp Sumter).        
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Tinker Pedigree Charts and Family 
Group Sheets 

 

Pedigree Chart #1 
 

 
 

Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #2 
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Ralph Tinker 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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Elihu Tinker 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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John Tinker 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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John Tinker 
Seventh Great-Grandfather 

 

 

Samuel Tinker 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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John Tinker 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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George Durant 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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John Smith 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 

 

 

Thomas Woods 
Seventh Great-Grandfather 
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*Descent of John Whitney to Patricia Bowles: John Whitney 10GG; John Whitney, 9GG; 
Nathaniel Whitney, 8GG; Nathaniel Whitney, 7GG; Samuel Whitney, 6GG; Eliphalet Whit-
ney, 5GG; Relief Whitney, 4GG; Elizabeth Tinker, 3GG; Mary Phillips, 2GG; Jessie Smith, 
Great-Grandmother; Frances Massey, Grandmother; Patricia Bowles, Mother. 
 

The Whitney Family 
 

A history of John Whitney, Tenth Great-Grandfather, who emigrated from England to Wa-
tertown, Massachusetts, in 1635, to Relief Whitney, Fourth Great-Grandmother, who married 
Ralph Tinker in 1803. An account of the Robert Reynolds family of Boston, Massachusetts, 
and the Hagar and Bemis families of Watertown, Massachusetts. A chronology of William 
Robinson, Eighth Great-Grandfather, to Mary Robinson, Seventh Great-Grandmother, wife 
of Nathaniel Whitney. A history of Elizabeth Cutter, Tenth Great-Grandmother, to Elizabeth 
Cutter, Eighth Great-Grandmother, who married William Robinson in 1667.  

 
ohn Whitney* (10th Great-Grandfather; 1589-1673) registered as a passenger on the 
ship, Elizabeth and Ann, early in April 1635. He was accompanied on this voyage 
by his wife, Eleanor (10th Great-Grandmother; about 1599-1659), and sons John, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard, Nathaniel, Thomas and Jonathan. They 
landed a few weeks later in New England and  
 
 
 

J

Above: Gravestone of Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1635-1719) in Groton, Massachusetts, which is 
one of the oldest Whitney gravestone remaining in 
America. Joshua was the son of John Whitney, the 
immigrant (10th Great-Grandfather). Top left: Rebecca 
Martin (age 17), 10th Great-Grandniece of Joshua 
Whitney, in March 2013. Left: Groton Cemetery.  
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Top: Signature of John Whitney 
(10th Great-Grandfather). Above 
left: 1930 Massachusetts state his-
torical sign in Groton. Above 
right: Groton Town Hall, built in 
the 1850s. Right: Gravestone of 
Jonathan Whitney (1659-1735) in 
South Burying Place at Concord, 
Massachusetts, Jonathan was the 
son of Jonathan Whitney (9th 
Great-Granduncle; c. 1634-1703). 

soon settled in Watertown, Massachusetts. In June 1635 John bought the sixteen-acre 
homestead of John Strickland on what is now Belmont and East Common streets in 

Watertown. At the same 
time he owned eight 
other lots amounting 
to 212 acres. One his-
tory of Watertown 
says that his homestead 
was located on Lexing-
ton Street. (Great Little 
Watertown, page 136.)  
The English ancestry 
of John Whitney is 
unknown.  
 
John Whitney was one 
of the foremost citizens 
of Watertown for many 
years. He was admitted 
                                                                                     

a freeman in 1635/1636 and ap-
pointed constable in 1641. From 
1638 until 1655 he was a se-
lectman, and he was the town 
clerk in 1655. His wife, Eleanor, 
died in 1659. Later in the same 
year he married Judith Clement.   
 
John and Eleanor were the parents 
of nine children: Mary Whit-
ney (chr. 1619), John Whitney 
(chr. 1621-1692), Richard Whitney 
(chr. 1624), Nathaniel Whitney 
(1625), Thomas Whitney (chr. 1627-
1719), Jonathan Whitney (1634-
1702), Joshua Whitney (1635-1719), Caleb Whitney (1640-1640) and Benjamin Whitney 
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Top: Minuteman Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts, in 2000. Above: Residences of the Whit-
ney, Reynolds, Hagar, Bemis, Robinson and Cutter families in eastern Massachusetts. Map 
courtesy of Rand McNally and Company, Copyright  2003.   

 

(1643-1723). Their seven oldest children were born in England. Caleb and Benjamin 
were born in Watertown, Massachusetts.   
 
Richard Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; born 1624/1627) was admitted a freeman in 
1651 and was a proprietor of Stow, Massachusetts, in 1681. He probably moved there 
when it was a part of Concord. 
He had at least eight children, all 
born in Watertown, Massachu-
setts. A statement dated April 7, 
1697, reads, “Richard Whitney of 
Stow, being 70 years of age, was 
released from training, by the 
Court.” Richard’s son, Moses Whit-
ney of Stow, served as a soldier 
in King Phillip’s War in 1676.   
 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-
Granduncle; 1627-1719) lived 

for many years in Watertown, Massachusetts, before moving to Stow, Massachusetts. He 
was admitted a freeman in 1690. In 1654 he married Mary Kettle in Watertown and they 
had eleven children.   
  
Jonathan Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1634-1702) moved from Watertown, 
Massachusetts, to Sherburne, Massachusetts, as early as 1679. He had eleven children, 
all born in Watertown.  

 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 
3496

Above: Home where 
Benjamin Franklin 
was born (no longer 
standing), which 
was located behind 
Robert Reynolds’ (10th 
Great-Grandfather) 
lot in Boston.   

Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) moved to Groton, Massachusetts, 
and became one of the earliest settlers of that town. In 1676, he returned to Watertown 
after Groton was attacked and destroyed by Indians during King Phillip’s War. Later he 
returned to Groton, where he lived the rest of his life. Joshua was buried in The Old 
Burying Ground in Groton. His gravestone is the eighth oldest in the cemetery. The 
inscription on his gravestone reads: “Here Lyes the / Body of Mr. / Joshua Whitney, / 
Aged 83 Years, / Decd. August. 7th 1719.” 
 
Joshua’s gravestone is the oldest Whitney gravestone remaining in America. My brother and 
I made a special trip to see his grave in 1999. It is still standing and in excellent condition. 
   
Benjamin Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1723) first settled in York, Massa-
chusetts, but his father persuaded him to leave York and settle with him on his home-
stead in Watertown. His father promised him his house, barn and seventeen acres around 
the house, but with the consent of his father, he sold this inheritance for 40 pounds. 
Subsequently, he moved to Sherburne, Massachusetts, where his wife, Jane, died in 1690.   
 

John Whitney, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
John Whitney (9th Great-Grandfather; 1620-1692) emigrated from England to Water-
town, Massachusetts, with his father in 1635. He lived all of his life in Watertown and 
was admitted a freeman in 1647, at the age of twenty-seven. 
From 1673 until 1680 he was a selectman for the town, and in 
1676, served as a soldier in King Phillip’s War. In 1643 he set-
tled on a three-acre lot originally granted to E. Howl, located on 
the east side of Lexington Street near the north fire station.     
 
“A great elm tree on the boundary near Lexington Street was 
referred to for years as the Whitney elm. John Whitney and his 
son John, Jr., were early emigrant settlers. John, Jr. lived close 
enough to his father to see the smoke from the chimneys of his 
father’s home over the trees from his own house. The Whitney’s 
cleared the land and planted fruit trees, from which came the 
name of Orchard Street” (Crossroads on the Charles, A History 
of Watertown, Massachusetts, page 78, by Maud Hodges). 
 
He also owned other land amounting to 210 acres and had an 
estate prized at 197 pounds at the time of his death in 1692. “The 
Whitney farm was inhabited by family members throughout eight generations begin-
ning with John Whitney, who had first settled on the site on Lexington Street.”   
 
In 1642 John married Ruth Reynolds (9th Great-Grandmother), daughter of Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; died 1658) of Boston, and they had ten children: John 
Whitney (1643-1718), Ruth Whitney (1645-1744), Nathaniel Whitney (1646-1732), 
Samuel Whitney (1648-1730), Mary Whitney (1650), Joseph Whitney (1651-1702), 
Sarah Whitney (1653-1720), Elizabeth Whitney (1656), Hannah Whitney (about 
1658) and Benjamin Whitney (1660-1736). All of their children were born in Watertown.    
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Top: Gravestone of Joseph Whitney (1719-1790; 
Grandson of Joseph Whitney, 8th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Weston, Massachusetts. Right: Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather) was born in 
Aylesford, Kent, England, in 1585. Maps courtesy 
of Philip’s, Copyright  2003.   

John Whitney (8th Great- 
Granduncle; 1642-1718) was 
admitted a freeman in 1684. 
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great- 
Grandaunt; 1645-1744) lived 
to be 99 years old. She mar-
ried John Shattuck (9th Great-
Granduncle; 1647-1675) in 
1664, and they had four chil-
dren, but John drowned in 
1675. After her husband’s 
death, she married Enoch 
Lawrence and had four more 
children. “Her descendants 
are very numerous."   
 
Benjamin Whitney (8th Great- 
Granduncle; 1660-1736) “fought 
the French in 1690.” 
 

The Reynolds 
Family 

 

Robert Reynolds, 
Tenth Great    
Grandfather 

In 1632 Robert Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; 1585-1659) sailed from Aylesford, 
England, to Boston, Massachusetts.   
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“He was admitted a freeman, September 3, 1634, and must have been a member of the 
church at that time. By trade he was a shoemaker. He removed to Wethersfield, Con-

necticut, after a brief residence at 
Watertown, Massachusetts. His 
brother, John, also went with him 
to Wethersfield. He was released 
from the Watertown church, March 
29, 1636, to become one of the 

founders of the Wethersfield church. But he returned to Boston and lived there until his 

  

Top: Aylesford, England: “Has a fine river frontage, a 
fourteenth century bridge, and a lovely inn” (England 
Blue Guide, page 90). “The first battle of the English 
race” took place here (Canterbury and Kent). Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather) was born in Ayles-
ford, in 1585. He sailed from Aylesford to Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1632. Above: Michael (age 13) and 
Rebecca Martin (age 7), direct-descendants of Robert 
Reynolds, standing on the ancient bridge at Ayles-
ford in March 2003. Right: Aylesford Parish Church.   
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Top left: View of Aylesford, Eng-
land, from the parish church. 
Middle left: Row of houses/stores 
in Aylesford. Left: Farmer’s 
Burying Ground, the oldest cem-
etery in Weston, Massachusetts, 
where Nathaniel Whitney (8th 
Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) is 
probably buried, but there is no 
gravestone.   

death. He sold land at Muddy River, now Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1645 and 1653. 
His wife, Mary, was admitted to the Boston church on October 4, 1645.”  
 

“The homestead of Robert Rey-
nolds in Boston was located at 
what is now the corner of Wash-
ington and Franklin Streets. 
Franklin was named for Ben-
jamin Franklin who was born in 
the Franklin house built on the 
rear of the Reynolds’ lot. The 
site of the Reynolds’ house is now 
occupied by the Boston Tran-
script building” (New England 
Families, by Cutter, page 888).    
 
In 1643 Robert was registered 
as a landholder in Boston. There 
were about two hundred land-
holders in Boston that year. 

Robert and his wife, Mary Pul-
leyne (10th Great-Grandmother; 
about 1600-1663), were the 

parents of five children: Ruth Reynolds (about 1624), Tibitha Reynolds (1625-1661), 
Capt. Nathaniel Reynolds (1627-1708), Sarah Reynolds (1629-1684/1706) and Mary 
Reynolds (1630). All of their children were born in England, possibly at Aylesford in 
Kent County.  
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Above: The home of William 
Whitney (7th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1683-1720) in Weston, 
Massachusetts. The home 
was built about 1707 and was 
known as the Whitney Tav-
ern for many years. It is one 
of the oldest homes in Mass-
achusetts. Right: Weston 
Town Hall Common; 1995.  

Robert and Mary both died and were buried in Boston. Robert’s will was proved on 
July 27, 1659. 
 

 

Captain Nathaniel Reynolds 
(9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-
1708) served in King Philip’s 
War and fought at the Battle 
of Chelmsford on February 
25, 1676. He was admitted a freeman in 1665. In 1680 he moved to Bristol, Rhode 
Island, and became a leading citizen of that town. He was the father of ten children 
and died at Bristol on July 10, 1708.   
 
Five of Nathaniel’s great-great-grandsons: Samuel Reynolds, Grindall Reynolds, John 
Reynolds, Edward Reynolds, and William Reynolds, took part in the famous Boston 
Tea Party.     
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This page: Different views of the home of 
William Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle) in 
Weston, Massachusetts. Top left: Land behind 
his house. Middle right: 250th Anniversary Seal 
honoring the Whitney home. Below: The house 
is at 171 North Avenue and borders Whitney 
Tavern Road.      

  

 

Nathaniel Whitney, Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 

Nathaniel Whitney (8th Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) lived the early years of his 
life in Watertown, Massachusetts. He moved to Weston, Massachusetts, as early as  

1694, where he lived 
in the West Precinct.   
 
Nathaniel married 
Sarah Hagar (8th 
Great-Grandmother; 
1651-1746) and they had eight children: Na-
thaniel Whitney (1675-1730), Sarah Whitney (1678), William Whitney (1683-1720), 
Samuel Whitney (1687-1753), Hannah Whitney (1688), Elizabeth Whitney (1692), 
Grace Whitney (1700-1719) and Mercy Whitney (1702). All of their children were born 
in Watertown, except Grace and Mercy, who were probably born in Weston.     
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Top and middle: Old Bury-
ing Place in Watertown, 
Massachusetts, 2002. Wil-
liam Hagar (9t h  Great- 
Grandfather; 1620-1683), 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th Great-
Grandfather; 1675-1730), 
Bethia Cutter (1659-1731), 
wife of Ephraim Cutter (8th 
Great-Granduncle), and 
three of their children (Jon-
athan, Abigail, and Mary 
Cutter), Samuel Hager (8th 
Great-Granduncle; 1647-
1704), and Joseph Bemis 
(9th Great-Granduncle; 
1619-1684) are buried here.  
Lower left: Sign reads: 
“The / Old Burying Place / 
of Watertown. / Here Lye 
Ancestors of / Many Dis-
tinguished Americans. / A-
mong them those of Pres-
idents / James A. Garfield 
and Calvin Coolidge.”   

The exact location of Nathaniel’s home is not known, but his son, William Whitney 
(1683-1720), bought a farm and built a comfortable house in Weston on North Main 

Avenue (Road 117). The home 
“is now known as the Whitney 
Tavern.” According to Weston, 
A Puritan Town, by Emma F. 
Ripley, pages 252-255, pub-
lished 1961, the house has “al-
ways been known as ancient.” 
 
“The quaint and simple front 
entrance gives no idea of the  

 

size of the rooms within. The hall is narrow so that the door swings back to give ready 
access to the large square room at the left, the taproom; there is also a door on the west 
side opening into this very important part of a wayside tavern. In all these rooms on the 
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Above: Another view of the Old Burying Place in Water-
town; 2013. Here, or across the street, in an unmarked 
grave, lay the remains of John Whitney (10th Great-Grand-
father; 1589-1673) and his son, John Whitney (9th Great-
Grandfather; 1620-1692). 

first floor, one at the right of the entrance and the long kitchen under the lean-to roof at 
the back, the walls are sheathed with pine paneling, lovely in grain and in color.”   
 
“Ceilings are low; floorboards are wide and fireplaces large; two have cranes with pot-
hooks and hangers. Floor and wall closets on either side of the fireplaces are convenient 
as well as space conserving. The front stairway with carved pedestal and balustrade is 
curved to follow the line of the large central chimney and leads to rooms that are also 
pine paneled. The front door is topped with ancient window lights.”  
 
“This interesting old house was 
the Whitney homestead for gen-
erations, and as a rule the fam-
ilies were large.”   
 
After William Whitney died the 
home was owned by William 
Whitney, Jr. (1707-1789) and 
Abijah Whitney (1760-1862). 
When Abijah died in 1862, the 
Whitney heirs sold the farm 
and the “ancient hostelry” out-
side the family.    
 
I visited the Whitney home for 
the first time in 1999. The 
home is in good condition and 
being maintained by the present 
owners. William Whitney’s 
ancient home is located at the 
corner of Whitney Tavern 
Road and Highway 117, about two miles northeast of Weston Town Hall Common.   

 

The Hagar Family 
 

William Hagar, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
Sarah Hagar (8th Great-Grandmother) was the daughter of William Hagar (9th Great- 
Grandfather; about 1620-1684). William emigrated from England to Watertown, Mas-
sachusetts. In 1645 he married Mary Bemis (9th Great-Grandmother; about 1624-
1695) at Watertown, the daughter of John Bemis and Anne Spray (10th Great-Grand-
parents). William and Mary Bemis Hagar are ancestors of President Calvin Coolidge.    
 
William and Mary were the parents of ten children, all born in Watertown: Mary Hagar 
(1645), Rubannah Hagar (1647), Samuel Hagar (twin) (1647-1704), Hannah Hagar (1649-1702), 
Sarah Hagar (1651-1746), Susannah Hagar (about 1653), William Hagar (1658-1731), Re-
becca Hagar (1661-1735), Abigail Hagar (about 1663) and Mehitable Hagar (about 1665-1691). 
 
Samuel Hagar (8th Great-Granduncle; 1647-1704) was a twin. He was admitted a  
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Top left: Dedham Parish Church. Top right and 
left: Interior of Dedham Parish Church. Above:  
Town of Dedham, one of the most pleasant in 
England; April 2004. John Bemis resided in Ded-
ham before immigrating to Massachusetts. John 
probably attended church here.    

freeman in 1690, and lived all of his life in Watertown, Massachusetts. His wife, 
Sarah, lived to a great old age, dying in 1745 
in Waltham, Massachusetts. They had four chil-
dren.  
 

The Bemis Family 
 

John Bemis, Tenth Great 
Grandfather 

 
John Bemis (10th Great-Grandfather) was born 
in Dedham, England, about 1595. He immigrated   

 

to Watertown, Massachusetts, with his wife, 
Anne Spray (10th Great-Grandmother; born about 1597). They were the parents of at 
least two children: Joseph Bemis (1619-1684) and Mary Bemis (about 1624-1695).  

 

 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 

3505

Joseph Bemis (9th Great-Granduncle; 1619-1684) emigrated from England to Water-
town, Massachusetts, as early as 1640. He was accompanied by his sister, Mary Bemis 
(9th Great-Grandmother). Joseph was a selectman of Watertown in 1648, 1672 and 1675. 
By trade he was a black-
smith and a farmer. He had 
ten children, all born in 
Watertown, where he lived 
the rest of his life. Joseph 
Bemis is the immigrant an-
cestor of the Bemis family. 
 

Nathaniel 
Whitney, Seventh 

Great 
Grandfather 

 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th 
Great-Grandfather; 1675-
1730) was born in Water-
town, Massachusetts, but 
lived many years of his life 
in Weston before returning 
to Watertown, where he died.   
 
He married Mary or Mercy 
Robinson (7th Great-Grand-
mother; 1676-1740) and 
they had thirteen children: 
Nathaniel Whitney (1696-
1776), Sarah Whitney (1698), 
Amos Whitney (1701), Eliz-
abeth Whitney (1702), Jo-
nas Whitney (1703-1703), 
James Whitney (1704), Israel 
Whitney (about 1708-1746), 
Susanna Whitney (chr. 1711), Samuel Whitney (chr. 1711-1788), Solomon Whitney (1714), 
Joshua Whitney (1714-1786), Ebenezer Whitney (chr. 1714-1743) and David Whitney (1716).   
 
Their oldest child, Nathaniel Whitney, III (6th Great-Granduncle; 1696-1776), was the 
grandfather of Eli Whitney the inventor of the cotton gin. The Arkansas Democrat 
printed a story about Eli Whitney in the 1960s. 
 
“Eli Whitney, the son of Eli Whitney, who was the son of Nathaniel Whitney, was born 
in 1765. A short time after Eli graduated from Yale College in 1792, he went south 
hoping to serve as a tutor for children in the home of a rich planter. When he arrived in 

  

 

Top right and above: Half timbered home and inn in Ded-
ham, England.    
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Georgia, he found that the place had been filled. Learning about the misfortune that 
had come to Whitney, a Southern woman gave him shelter on her plantation. She was 

Mrs. Nathaniel Greene, widow of the 
famous American general. In return 
for his food and lodging, Whitney per-
formed odd jobs on the plantation. One 
day some neighbors were chatting with 
Mrs. Greene and one of them said, ‘We 

could grow a lot of fine cotton and make money if it were not so hard to take out the 
seeds by hand labor.’ Mrs. Greene said, ‘Mr. Whitney is clever about machines. He could 
make a machine to take the seeds out.’”  

 
“That remark started the 
young New Englander to 
work. In less than two weeks 
he built a machine, which was 
chiefly a cylinder with metal 
‘teeth.’ It turned with a hand-
crank and the teeth caught hold 
of the cotton. The cotton was 
pulled through spaces that 
were too small to allow the 
seeds to pass. The machine 
was called a ‘cotton gin.’ The 
‘gin’ part of the name was 
short for ‘engine.’ Planters 
were quick to put the cotton 
gin to use. In two years the 
cotton crop was more than 
doubled.”  
 
“Within ten years the crop had 
increased to twenty times its 
former size.” Demand for slaves 
also increased. (Arkansas Democrat, “Yale Graduate Invented Gin,” printed in 1960s.) 

 

Top: Dedham, England. Map courtesy of Philip’s. Above: 
Gravestone of Sarah, wife of Samuel Robinson (7th Great-
Granduncle), in Cambridge’s Old Burying Ground across 
from Harvard University. The inscription reads: “Here 
Lyes ye Body / of Sarah Robbinson / wife of Samuel / Rob-
binson Aged 27 / Years 10 months & 27 / Dayes & died July 
ye / 19th 1709.” 
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Above left: Eli Whitney’s (Cousin) grave in New Haven, Con-
necticut, next to Yale University. Above right: Portrait of Eli 
Whitney. Left: Katherine Greene, widow of General Nathan-
iel Greene. While Eli Whitney was staying with her, she en-
couraged him to make a cotton machine. The cotton gin that 
he invented made raising cotton profitable, but unfortunately 
increased slavery in the south.      

Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1696-1776) moved to Westboro, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts. 
 

Elizabeth Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; born 1702) was 
admitted into the church in 1727. She married Daniel 
Biglow and moved to Worcester, Massachusetts. (See 
Notes) 
 

Israel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; about 1708-1746) was a cordwainer by trade. He 
first moved to Thompson, Connecticut, before moving to Oxford, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, in 1733. He bought land at Kidder’s and later in 1742 exchanged his farm 
for Prospect Hill. He was the administrator for his brother’s (Dr. Ebenezer Whitney of 
Worcester) estate when he died in 1744. Israel was a soldier in the Cape Breton Ex-
pedition in 1745. At the time of his death he was still due 42 pounds for his military 
service. The inventory of his estate came to 655 pounds. (History of the Town of Oxford, 
Massachusetts, with Genealogies and Notes on Persons and Estates, by George Daniels, 
published 1892.)  
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Top right: Center Street 
Cemetery, the oldest in New-
ton, Massachusetts, where 
William Robinson (7th Great-
Granduncle) is buried. It is 
located across the street from 
Boston College (Newton Cam-
pus). Top left: View of cem-
etery from the street. Right: 
The gravestone of William 
Robinson (7th Great-Grand-
uncle), his wife, Elizabeth, 
and his son, Jeremiah, in 
Newton, Massachusetts. The 
inscription reads: “Here lies 
Buried ye body of Mr. / Wil-
liam / Robinson, who died 
Janry / ye 28th 1754 in ye 81 
year of his Age. / Here lies ye 
Body of Mrs. Elizabeth / 
Robinson; wife to Mr. Wil-
liam / Robinson, who died 
Decm. Ye 17th / 1747 in ye 69 
year of her age. / Here lies ye 
Body of Mr. Jeremiah / 
Robinson who died Jan-
uary ye / 26th. 1754 in ye 
49 year of / his age.” 

He and his wife, Hannah, had two sons and four daughters: Sibyla Whitney (1733), Jo-
siah Whitney (1735-1740), Hannah Whitney (1737), Tamar Whitney (1739-1740), Mary 

Whitney (1741) and Richard 
Whitney (1743).      
 
Joshua Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1714-1786) moved to Stockbridge, Massachu-
setts, where he died and was buried in Norwich Hill Cemetery.   
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The Robinson Family 
 

William Robinson, Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 
Mary or Mercy Robinson (7th Great-Grandmother) was the daughter of William Rob-
inson (8th Great-Grandfather; about 1640-1693). William emigrated from England to 
Massachusetts. By 1670 William Robinson was living in Watertown, Massachusetts, 
where he had a farm of two hundred acres on a narrow neck of land claimed by both 
Concord and Watertown. He signed a petition for the separation of the town of Cam-
bridge and Newtowne in 1678. About 1667 he married Elizabeth Cutter (8th Great-
Grandmother; 1645-before 1693) at Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
 
William and Elizabeth were the parents of nine children: Elizabeth Robinson (1669-
1748/1749), Hannah Robinson (1671-1672), William Robinson (1673-1754), Mary or 
Mercy Robinson (1676-1740), David Robinson (1678), Samuel Robinson (1680-
1724), Jonathan Robinson (1682-1753), Jeremiah Robinson (abut 1684) and Robert 
Robinson (about 1686).  
 
William Robinson (7th Great-Granduncle; 1673-1754) was buried in Newton Center 
Cemetery in Newton, Massachusetts. His gravestone is much taller and larger than most 
tombstones of that age, and is inscribed, not only with his epitaph, but also with that of 
his wife, Elizabeth, and his son, Jeremiah.  
 
Samuel Robinson’s (7th Great-Granduncle; 1680-1724) wife, Sarah Manning, was bur-
ied in the Old Burying Ground at Cambridge, Massachusetts. The inscription on her 
gravestone reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / of Sarah Robbinson / wife to Samuel / Robbin-
son Aged 27 / Years 10 months & 27 / Dayes. Died July ye / 19th 1709.”    
 

The Cutter Family 
 

Richard Cutter, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
Elizabeth Cutter’s (8th Great-Grandmother) parents were Richard Cutter (9th Great- 
Grandfather; about 1621-1693) and Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandmother; 1620-1662). 
Richard was probably the first of his family to emigrate from England to America. He 
was a cooper by trade and his descendants have the small oaken chest that was made 
to keep his clothes in while he was serving his apprenticeship. He was admitted a 
freeman in 1641, and joined the Artillery Company of Boston in 1643. The Artillery 
Company met for improvement in discipline and tactics. It comprised the leaders and 
officers of the volunteer train-bands and the principal magistrates and citizens. This 
was the first regularly organized company in America, and “it may be considered the 
germ from which all our military character in New England, if not in the United States, 
has sprung. The company still exists under the name of the ‘Ancient and Honorable 
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Above: Gravestone of Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) in the Old Burying Ground 
across from Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “HERE 
LYES Ye BODY OF / RICHARD CUTTER / AGED ABOUT 72 / YEARS. DIED Ye 16 OF / 
JUNE 1693.” Photograph taken in 1995. Below: Signature of Richard Cutter. Lower right: 
Trunk that Richard brought with him from England in 1637.      

 

Artillery Company of Boston’” (Cutter Family of New England, pages 7-8, by William 
Cutter).    

Richard owned several parcels of land 
in the vicinity of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. His homestead was in 
Menotomy, later called West Cambridge. 
After Elizabeth died in 1662, he mar-
ried Frances Perriman, the widow of 
Isaac Amsden of Cambridge in 1663. 
In his will, Richard requested his body 
to “be buried at Cambridge burying 
place near my first wife’s grave.”  
Richard Cutter’s tombstone, marking 
his grave in the Old Burying Ground at Cambridge, is still standing in excellent 
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condition. The inscription on Richard’s gravestone reads: “HERE LyES yE BODY OF / 
RICHARD CUTTER / AGED ABOUT 72 / YEARS. DIED yE 16 OF / JUNE 1693.” 
 

Elizabeth Williams’ tombstone in 
Cambridge’s Old Burying Ground 
(located across the street from 
Harvard University) is one of the 
oldest monuments in America. It 
is the second oldest gravestone 
s t i l l  s tanding in the ancient  
burying ground at old Cambridge.  
The inscription on her gravestone 
reads: “HERE LYES Ye BODY 
OF / ELIZABETH CUTTER WIFE 
TO / RICHARD CUTTER AGED /  
 

ABOUT 42 YEARS DIED / 
MARCH 5 1662.” 
 
William Cutter (10th Great- 
Grandfather) is referred to 
as “William,” but evidence 
is not given. “Very little is 
known of the man, includ-
ing his name.” His family 
appears to have been in Cambridge, Massachusetts, before or shortly after 1640. If he 
came to Massachusetts, he probably died a short time after his arrival. That he came from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England, is very likely. “The Cutter name 
appears in Newcastle records early in the seventeenth century adding weight to the 
likelihood that the family was from there. A Cuthbert Cutter, a cooper, was made 
a freeman there in 1603. His age is right to be the father of the immigrant William Cutter, 
but further research needs to be done to find what relationship, if any, there was between 
Cuthbert and the Cambridge family. Additionally, there was a William Cutter, cooper, 
who was a freeman of Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1577. A couple of additional links of the 
family with Newcastle are the fact that one of the children of the immigrant, William 
Cutter (9th Great-Granduncle), left Cambridge some time prior to 1653, at which time he 
resided in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Furthermore, the Cambridge family were coopers as 
seen by a letter of attorney from William Cutter of ‘Newcastle upon Tine wine Cooper’ 
to his ‘loving Brother Richard Cutter of Cambridge in New England Cooper.’ William 
died prior to June 10, 1693, the date that Richard deeded lands in Cambridge that he had 
inherited from his brother. While in Cambridge, William lived at the southwest corner of 
Dunster and Winthrop Streets.”      
 
Richard and Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandparents) were the parents of seven children: 
Elizabeth Cutter (1645-1693), Samuel Cutter (1647-1693), Thomas Cutter (1648), 

Top: Engraving from middle 1800s of gravestones of Richard 
Cutter, his wife, Elizabeth and son William in the Harvard 
Cemetery. Above: Mark of Gershom Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), son of Richard Cutter.     
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Above: Gravestone of Elizabeth Cutter (9th Great-Grandmother). Her monument is the second 
oldest in the Old Burying Place across the street from Harvard University. The inscription 
reads: “HERE LYES Ye BODY OF / ELIZABETH CUTTER WIFE TO / RICHARD CUT-
TER AGED / ABOUT 42 YEARS DIED / MARCH 5 1662.” She died 31 years before her 
husband, who passed away in 1693.  

William Cutter (1649/1650-1723), Ephraim Cutter (about 1651-1731), Gershom Cutter 
(1653-1738) and Mary Cutter (about 1656-1711). 

Richard and his second wife, Frances Perriman (died 1728) had seven children: Na-
thaniel Cutter (1663), Rebecca Cutter (1665-1741), Hephzibah Cutter (1667-1668), Eliz-
abeth Cutter (1668/1669-1742), Hephzibah Cutter (1671-1745), Sarah Cutter (1673-
1745) and Ruhamah Cutter (1678-1756). In all, Richard was the father of fourteen chil-
dren.  
 
Richard Cutter was a member of the Cambridge church in full communion, and the 
written record of his religious experience still exists.   
 
“The Lord was pleased for to give my parents hearts to bring me up in the fear of the 
Lord, though I had much opposition of heart against my parents and those that were 
over me.” 

 
“And so I came to this place, and coming by sea and having a hard voyage, still my 
heart was dead and fearless and I found my heart as stubborn as before. And though 
I had some affection, yet held nothing by me. Hearing one sin, continued in with obsti-
nacy and hardness, will separate forever from Christ, I considered, if one would, what  
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Top: Gravestone of William Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) in 
Cambridge. The inscription reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / of Mr. 
WILLIAM / CUTTER who Decd / April ye 1st 1723 / in ye 74th 
Year of / His Age.” Above: The Old Burying Place in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, located across the street from Harvard 
University, where Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grandmother), 
Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather), Elizabeth Cutter (9th 
Great-Grandmother), Nathaniel Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), Barbara Cutter Crolet (9th Great-Grandaunt) and Wil-
liam Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) are buried. 

 

would many? Which affected me much at the time. And hearing the way to subdue a 
rebellious heart was to bring it to a straight…I thought I was not ready for Christ; and 
one reason because all were naturally unready, but in use of terror. Then they that art 
not prepared shall not enjoy him; and very sad it was, for my heart did slight it.” 

   
“Following Judas exam-
ple, I went immediately 
out and I stood behind the 
meeting house and ac-
knowledging that one sin 
whereby some men pres-
ent their petitions was 
opposing his members, by 
this sin many other sins 
were  b rough t  t o  my 
mind—I could not speak 
to anyone, and could 
apply nothing but what 
was against the evil. Yet 
supported by some scrip-
ture—I saw I had done as 
much evil as I could…I 
thought it would be the 
greatest mercy if ever the 
Lord would help me ‘to 
live to God.’ I knew not 
which way to go…Hence 
on lecture day a friend 
coming to ask how it was 
with me, he said, ‘Take 
heed you do not keep the 
Devil’s counsel.’ And 
hence I considered on the 
bitterness of sin and in 
private I began to consi-
der the same…By think-
ing (on Christ) sin became 
bitter unto me.” 

 
“And thus after consider-
ation of my condition, I 
complained I was igno-
rant of his people's ways… 
And thus going on ob-
served it a sad misery not to be known of Christ—and saw evil of this, and not to 
have one thought, word, shed blood, to do for him, nor to accept anything from 
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Top and above left: Old photographs of Mill Pond and falls/brook in 
Arlington, Massachusetts, where William Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1649-1723) operated his sawmill and cornmill. Above right: Ap-
pearance of Mill Brook in 1999. Below: Signature of William Cutter.    

him…This was very sad for me. I considered the bitterness of being parted from Christ, 
and being so forever. And so I had stirring up of desire after Christ, and I was counseled 
to believe, but I could not believe in Christ. And hearing in Rev. 3, ‘I counsel thee to 
believe; be at peace.’ And Rev. 22, ‘Freely take it.’—And the Lord thus clearing the 

offer, he would have me receive it only on 
condition I was humble; if so much humble 
as to come to Christ…After this the Lord 
cleared up Christ more fully” (Cutter Fam-
ily of New England, pages 8-9, by William 
Cutter). 
 
William Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle; 
1649-1723) was admitted to membership 
in the Cambridge church in 1700, and his 
family bible still exists in the Cutter family 
and shows evidence of frequent use. He 

wrote on the fly 
leaves of his Bible 
some of his favorite 
scriptures such as, 
“O spare me, that I 
may recover strength 
before I go hence, 
and be no more” 
(Psalms 39:12-13), 
signed William Cut-
ter in 1708. Also, 
“Vanity of vanities, 
saith the Preacher, 
Vanity of vanities; 
all is vanity. What 
profit hath a man of 
all his labor, which 

he taketh under the Sun? One 
generation passeth away and 
another cometh; but the world 
abideth forever.” As well as Psalm 
119:71, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.”   
 
William’s residence was in Menotomy, “located on the banks of the stream flowing from 
Lexington through Arlington into Mystic River.” William built a dam over a brook 
called Landing-Place Brook (also called the Mill Brook) near his house to raise a pond 
for his sawmill and cornmill. In 1704 a neighbor brought a suit against him because the 
dam caused some of his property to be flooded. The location of the “Mill-Pond, Dam 
and Yard” was at Mill Street in Arlington, Massachusetts. One court record from 1693/ 
1698 states that William’s premises consisted of “one messuage house, wherein  
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Top: Gravestone of Gershom Cutter (8th Great-
Granduncle), in Arlington, Massachusetts. The 
inscription reads: “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of 
Mr. / GERSHOM CUTTER / who departed this 
life / April 2, Anno Domi 1738 / in ye 85th Year 
of His Age.” Gershom was the son of Richard 
Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather). Above: Arlington 
Old Burying Place, where Gershom is buried. 

 

 

said Cutter doth now inhabit and dwell, and of one barn, garden and orchard and yard 
thereunto belonging.” He also owned twenty acres at his homestead. (History of the 
Town of Arlington, Massachusetts, Formerly the Second Precinct in Cambridge or 
District of Menotomy, Afterward the Town of West Cambridge, 1635-1879, pages 15 and 16.)  
 
He was “respectably affluent” and is 
buried beside his parents in Cambridge 
burying ground. The inscription on his 
tombstone reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / 
of Mr. WILLIAM / CUTTER who 
Decd / April ye 1st 1723 / in ye 74th 
Year of / His Age.”   
 
Ephraim Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) 
(1651) was baptized in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, was a glazier by trade, 
and resided successively in Cambridge, 
Watertown and Weston, Massachusetts.  
While a resident at Watertown he drew 
pay as an officer in King Philip’s War.  
He was probably the “Captain Cutter”  
who commanded a company in the 
expedition sent to “range the woods 
towards Grafton” on April 27, 1676.  
The forces comprising this expedition 
succeeded in capturing small parties of 
the enemy, among whom were some of 
“considerable rank.” The season was 
rainy though and many became sick, so 
after a short campaign the troops were 
released “for the recovery of their 
health.” They returned for the most part 
to Boston.   
 
According to tradition, Ephraim once 
commanded in a fight with Indians at 
Fort Hill in Thompson, Connecticut.   
 
In 1703 Ephraim bought two acres of 
land in Watertown, Massachusetts, with 
a mansion house, barn and orchard for 
fifty pounds. He also owned a farm in 
Weston, Massachusetts, which he sold in 1713. The date of his death is unknown, but his 
wife, Bethia Cutter, was buried in the Watertown Burying Ground in 1731. Her epitaph 
reads: “Here lyes ye Body / of Mrs. Bethis Cutter / Wife of Mr. Ephraim / Cutter; Who 
Died / Septr ye 18th 1731, in ye / 72d Year of her Age.”  
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Top: Gravestone of Mary, wife of 
Nathaniel Cutter (9th Great-Grand- 
uncle; born 1663) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She died when she 
was 51 years old in 1714. Left: Eliz-
abeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother) lived at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne before immigrating to Amer-
ica. Map courtesy of Philip’s. Be-
low: Home of Gershom Cutter (8th 
Great-Granduncle, or descendant 
with the same name) in Arlington, 
Massachusetts. The plaque on the 
house reads: “Gershom Cutter, 
1803.”   

Gershom Cutter’s (8th Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1653-1738) father, Richard 
Cutter, brought charges against 
John Warner “for beating his son, 

Gershom,” in 1674. In December 
1675 Gershom served as a soldier 
in the Narragansett War and 
fought in the noted Swamp Fight. 
“This was a difficult campaign 
and he endured many hardships.”   
 

Gershom was an heir to his father’s estate. He farmed in Menotomy (now West 
Cambridge), Massachusetts, where he owned a number of acres at the “foot of 
the rocks.” His descendants continued to live at this location for many years. In 
1721 he was admitted a member of the Cambridge church. His gravestone was 

one of the earliest erected in 
Arlington Old Burying Place and 
his epitaph reads: “Here lyes Bur-
ied / ye Body of Mr. / GERS-
HOM CUTTER / who departed 
this life / April 2, Anno Domi 
1738 / in ye 85th Year of His 
Age.” Today, one-third of his 
monument has been cut away 
with a saw.   
 
In Arlington, Massachusetts, on 
1146 Massachusetts Avenue 
(about a mile west of the town 
hall) is a home with a sign that 

reads “Gershom Cutter 1803.” This home may have been built by a grandson of 
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This page: Gravestones of Jonathan Cut-
ter (1685-1702), Mary Cutter (1690-1697), 
and Abigail Cutter (1693-1702), children 
of Ephraim Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), located in the Old Burying Ground 
in Watertown, Massachusetts.  

Gershom (8th Great-Granduncle) that 
had the same name, or it may be older 
and originally built by another relative.  
 
Nathaniel Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle; 
born 1663) owned land in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, and was an executor of 
his father’s will. He and his wife, Mary, 
both joined the Cambridge church in 
1705. The inscription on her gravestone 
in Cambridge Old Burying Ground 
reads: “Here lyes ye / body of / MARY 
CUTTER / wife to NATHANIEL / CUT-
TER; Aged / 51 years and about / 10 
Mo. Died March 14th / 1714.” Nathan-
iel’s second wife was named Elizabeth. 
 
Elizabeth Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; 
1668/1669-1742) married Nathaniel Hall 
of Medford in 1690. The inscription on his 
gravestone reads: “Mr. NATHANIEL HALL / 
Who Died April / ye 14th 1725, in ye 59th / 
Year of his Age.” The inscription on her 
gravestone reads: “Mrs. ELIZABETH 
HALL / Relict of Mr. NATHANIEL / 
HALL Who Died / Novb ye 17th, 1742, in 
ye / 75th Year of her Age.” Both are buried 
in Salem Street Burial Ground in Medford. 
 
Hephzibah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt;  
1671-1745) married Jabez Brooks (1672-
1746/1747) of Woburn in 1693. Hephzibah 
and her husband, Jabez, died within a 

year of each other and are buried under 
the same gravestone in Woburn, Mas-
sachusetts. My brother Ron and I visited 
their graves in 1999. Their excellent 
monument is now broken. Three local 
children, Brian 11, Daniell 11, and 
Alex 9, who use the cemetery as a playground, helped us locate their graves.  
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Above: Gravestone of Hephzibah Cutter 
(8th Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, 
Jabez Brooks, in Woburn, Massachusetts.  
The inscriptions read: “Here lyes Buried / 
Ye Body of / Mrs. HEPHZIBAH / BROOKS, 
Wife to Mr. / Jabez Brooks, Who departed 
this Life Janry 1st A. D. 1745, in Ye 75th 
Year of Her Age” [and] “Here lyes Buried / 
Ye Body of Mr. JABEZ BROOKS / Who 
departed / this Life January / the 30th Anno 
Domi / 1746/7, in Ye 74th / Year of His 
Age.” Right: Three children who use the 
cemetery as a playground: Alex 9, Daniell 
11, and Brian 11. They helped me locate 
the graves of Hephzibah and Jabez 
Brooks in the Woburn Cemetery; 1999.

 

Sarah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; born 1673) married James Locke of Woburn in 
1700. His father, Deacon William Locke, “Lett him go to work for himself when he was  

 

young to gitt something to begin the world 
with.” His father also assisted him in the pur-

chase of his lands and the erection of his homestead. He held several local offices and the 
value of his estate at the time of his death amounted to 1,370 pounds, a large sum in 1745.   
 
Ruhamah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1678-1756) married Joseph Hartwell of 
Charlestown in 1705/1706. Joseph was chosen a deacon in Woburn, Massachusetts, in 
1736. His epitaph reads: “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of Deacon / JOSEPH HARTWELL / 
Who departed this Life / Novbr 5th Anno Domni 1743, in / ye 63rd Year of His Age.” 
Ruhamah’s epitaph reads: “Here lyes ye Body of / Mrs. RUHAMAH HEARTWELL,  
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Top: Gravestones of Ruhamah Cutter Heartwell (8th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1678-1756) and her husband, Jo-
seph Hartwell (above), in Woburn, Massachusetts. 
Note: Hartwell is spelled differently on each monument.  

 

Widow to Deacon / JOSEPH HEARTWELL / Who Died July 1st 1756, in / ye 78th Year 
of Her Age.” Both are buried in Woburn Old Burying Ground.   
 

Elizabeth Cutter, Tenth Great-Grandmother 
 
Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother; 1580-1664) was the widow 
of (probably) Samuel Cutter (10th 
Great-Grandfather). She followed 
her sons, William and Richard, from 
England to America about 1640. 
She lived with her daughter, Bar-
bara Cutter (9th Great-Grandaunt; 
1609-1687), and son-in-law, Elijah 
Crolet, “the memorable old school-
master,” in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.   
 
Elizabeth Cutter was the mother of 
seven children, all born in England: 
William Cutter (about 1603), Eliz-
abeth Cutter (about 1605-1669/1670), 
Joyce Cutter (about 1608-1638), 
Barbara Cutter (1609-1687), Joanna 
Cutter (about 1614), Isabella Cutter 
(about 1620-1643) and Richard Cut-
ter (about 1621-1693). 
 
In a “manuscript volume of Rev. 
Thomas Shepard, of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, containing the con-
fessions of diverse, propounding to 
be received as members,” is the con-
fession of “Old Goodwife Cutter.” 
 
“I was born in a sinful place where 
no sermon was preached. Concerning 
my parents, I knew not my father; 
my mother sent me to Newcastle, 
(England), where placed in a godly 
family (as I think), I heard the words, ‘Fear God and keep his commandments,’ two of 
which (the third and fourth commandments) I saw I brake. For six or seven years I was 
connected there, and then went into another family where the people were carnal, and  
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there fell to a consumption, and afterward followed with Satan. And afraid he [Satan] 
would have me away, Mr. Rodwell came to me, and was an instrument of much good 
to me. Afterwards, the Lord’s hand was sad on me. My husband was taken away, and I 

was sent to this place [Cambridge] 
and I desired to come this way 
in sickness time; and the Lord 
brought us through many sad 
troubles by sea; but when here 
the Lord rejoiced my heart.”   
 
“However, when I had come I 
had lost all hope of salvation 
and had no comforter. Hearing 
from ‘Foolish Virgins’ that ‘Those 
who were not sprinkled with 
Christ’s blood were undone,’ I 
saw I was a Christless creature, 
and hence in all His ordinances 
was persuaded nothing did be-
long to me—durst not seek, nor 
call God, Father, nor think Christ 
shed his blood for me.” 
 
“And afterwards going to Thom-
as Shepard, I found more ans-
wers and so had less fear. But 
hearing the ‘Foolish Virgins 
were cast out, so should I be 
likewise being a poor ignorant 
creature. Going to servants of 
the Lord I told them I could not 
be persuaded to live—long: and 
hearing Mr. Shepard say, ‘If I 
went as Abram, I had such gifts, 
the Lord would accept.’ I sought 
the Lord the more—though still 

a poor creature. On a day of humiliation by sundry places in scripture He rejoiced 
my heart—‘Christ came to save sinners’—and to find the lost and broken-hearted. 
‘Come unto me ye weary.’” 

 
“But I still thought I had no repentance; yet was encouraged to seek the Lord, and be 
content with his condemning will, and to lie at His, feet, seeing my need of Him—not 
knowing whither else to go, and knowing that whosoever cometh unto Him He’ll not 
cast away.”   
 
“And so I desired the Lord to teach me; and desire to submit.” 

Top: First Burial Ground, Weston, Massachusetts, where 
Hephzibah Cutter and Ruhamah Cutter (8th Great- 
Grandaunts) are buried. Above: City center in Woburn, 
Massachusetts; 1999. Ruhamah and Hephzibah Cut-
ter moved here with their families in the early 1700s. 
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“This venerable matron ‘sojourned about 
twenty years’ in the family of her ‘very 
loving sonne’ Mr. Elijah Corlet, the husband 

of her daughter, Barbara, and the ‘memor-
able old schoolmaster in Cambridge.’ She 
rewarded these persons whose ‘love and 
care, with continual expenses for her sup-
port’ were ‘very great,’ by appointing them 
her heirs, and bestowing upon them and 

their offspring her maternal bles-
sing” (The Cutter Family of New 
England, pages 1-37, compiled by 
Benjamin Cutter).  

 
William Cutter (9th Great-Grand-
uncle; born about 1603) was a 
wine cooper by trade. After liv-
ing in America for about seventeen years, William returned to his former home in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England.  

Top left: Mark of Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother) on her confessional dated February 16, 1662. 
Top right: Gravestone of Bethiah Cutter, wife of Ephra-
im Cutter (9th Great-Granduncle) in Watertown 
Burying Ground. The inscription reads: “HERE lyes ye 
Body / of Mrs. Bethiah Cutter / Wife to Mr. Ephraim / 
Cutter Who Died / Sept ye 18th 1731 in ye / 72nd Year of 
her Age.” Above: Harvard Law Graduate from San 
Francisco, California, who made me a gravestone 
rubbing of Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) 
in 1995. Left: Milestone in the ancient burying 
ground at Cambridge, Massachusetts, dated 1734.  
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Top: Ancient gravestone of Elizabeth Williams, who was once believed 
to be the mother of Elizabeth, wife of Richard Cutter (9th Great-
Grandparents) in Roxbury, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “:E: 
:W: / ELISABET. WILLIAMS. / AGED 80 YEARS: DIED: / THE 
LAST. OF JVN: 1674.” Above: Gravestone of Sarah Whitney Har-
rington (8th Great-Grandaunt) in Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “Here Lyes ye Body of / Mrs. 
Sarah Herington / wife to Mr. Daniel / Herington / Aged 66 years / & 
8 mo. died/ june ye 8th 1720.”     

Elizabeth Cutter, Ninth Great-Grandmother 
 
Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandmother; 1620-1662), wife of Richard Cutter (9th Great-
Grandfather; about 1621-1693) was once believed to be the daughter of Robert 
Williams (died 1693) 
and his wife Eliz-
abeth (1574-1674; 
some believe, with 
little proof, to be Stal-
ham). This has been 
repeated in many 
genealogies for over 
a hundred years. 
“This Robert Wil-
liams immigrated to 
the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony in 1637 
as evidenced by the 
passenger lists of the 
John and Dorothy, 
‘April 8th 1637, The 
examination of Rob-
ert Williams of Nor-
wich in Norff. Cord-
wayner, aged 28 years, 
and Elizabeth, his 
wife, aged – years 
with 4 children, Sam-
uel, John, Elizabeth, 
and Debra, and two 
servants, Mary Wil-
liams, aged 18 years 
and Anne Williams, 
aged 15 years are 
desirous to passe to 
Boston in New Eng-
land to Inhabit’ (ori-
ginal spelling retain-
ed). They apparently 
sailed from Yarmouth, 
England. Robert set-
tled in Roxbury, was 
admitted freeman May 2, 1638, and died September 1, 1693 at the age of 86” (Gene-
alogy Report Register). Another record shows the same Robert as born in July 1607 
at Norwich, England. Our Elizabeth was born in 1620, as evidenced on her grave-
stone, which would mean that Robert would have been thirteen, or fourteen at the  
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Above: Gravestone of Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather) 
in Mountain View Cemetery, Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 
2002. The inscription reads: “In memory of / Mr. Samuel 
Whitney / of Shrewsbury who / died August 2, 1788 / in the 77th 
year of / his age.” Samuel’s gravestone is located by itself near 
the front of the cemetery, with no other Whitney monuments 
nearby. Top right: Monument of Daniel Harrington (husband 
of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-Grandaunt). The inscription 
reads: “Here lyes Buried / the Body of Mr. / DANIEL HAR-
RINGTON / Who Departed this Life / Apr. 19th Anno Dom 
1728 in / ye 72 Year of His Age.” Right: Congregational 
Church (built 1766) and adjacent Mountain View Cemetery.  

 

oldest, when she was born. Therefore, the evidence leads to the conclusion that Eliz-
abeth had a different set of parents; who may never be positively identified. 
 

 

                                      

This is not welcome news 
as Robert Williams had an 
interesting history. Three 
of his son’s gravestones 
have survived to the pres-
ent day and it is disap-
pointing to lose them as 
relatives. 
                                                                    
As stated earlier, Eliza-

beth’s monument is the second oldest monument in Cambridge. Her husband made a 
point of stating in his will that he wished to be buried beside her. 
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Top left: Shrewsbury Common in front of the 
church. Left: Another view of the Congregat-
ional Church in Shrewsbury. Above: Moun-
tain View Cemetery in Shrewsbury, Massa-
chusetts, where Samuel Whitney (6th Great-
Grandfather) is buried. His gravestone stands 
alone in the center of this photograph in 1995.  

 

Samuel Whitney, Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 

Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather; 1711-1788) was born in Weston, Massachu-
setts, but moved to Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, about 1743, where he lived the rest of his 
life. He and his wife, Elizabeth Hastings (6th Great-Grandmother; 1716-1800), united 
with the Congregational Church in 1761.  
 

 
Samuel and Elizabeth had a large family of thirteen children: Elizabeth Whitney (1735-
1735), Elizabeth Whitney (1738-1826), Samuel Whitney (1739-1811), Lydia Whitney 
(chr. 1740-1745), Nathaniel Whitney (chr. 1742-1744), Lucy Whitney (1744), Lydia 
Whitney (1746), Susanna Whitney (1748), Nathaniel Whitney (1749-1829), Jonas 
Whitney (1751-1842), Sarah Whitney (1753), Eliphalet Whitney (chr. 1757-1832) and 
Martha Whitney (chr. 1759). Their five oldest children were born in Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, and t 
heir eight youngest children were born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.   
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Above: Colonel Williams’ Inn in Marlboro, Ver-
mont, built about 1769. Col. William Williams 
invited the Whitney’s to Marlboro. His wife 
cooked meals for Nathaniel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) during his first year in the new set-
tlement. Top right: Tom and Denise Ware, 
the owners of the Inn in 1999, with their two 
daughters. Even in New England, most homes of 
this age are no longer standing, and few are in 
such excellent condition.      

 

Samuel Whitney was buried in the Shrewsbury Cemetery. The epitaph on his gravestone 
reads: “In memory of / Mr. Samuel Whitney / of Shrewsbury who / died August 2, 1788 / 
in the 77th year of / his age.”   
 

 

After Samuel died in 1788, Elizabeth moved to Marlboro, Vermont, where she lived 
with her children the rest of her life. While living with the family of her son, Deacon 
Jonas Whitney, she died in 1800. 
 
The inscription on her gravestone in Marlboro Cemetery reads: “In Memory of / Mrs. 
Elizabeth / Wife of Mr. / Samuel Whitney / of Shruefberry / Maff. who died / Octr 24th, 
1800 in / the 84th Year of / her Age.” 
 
Three sons of Samuel and Elizabeth Hastings Whitney married sisters, daughters of 
Solomon and Deliverance Ross Houghton (6th Great-Grandparents). Nathaniel Whitney 
married Mary Houghton (5th Great-Grandaunt; born 1752) in 1771; Jonas Whitney 
married Tamar Houghton (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1754-1831) in 1773; and Eliphalet 
Whitney married Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; born 1756) in 1776. The three 
Houghton sisters were all born in Lancaster, Massachusetts.     
 
Ephraim Newton recorded some events in Samuel Whitney’s (5th Great-Granduncle; 
1739-1811) life in the Vermont Historical Magazine, “Marlboro,” pages 443-444.    
 
“Samuel Whitney moved with his brother Nathaniel to Marlboro, Vermont, in March 
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1770. He built a log house and moved his family from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, to 
Marlboro, consisting of his wife and four children. He was resolute and fearless, was a 

great hunter; his dogs could tree a bear 
and he was sure of his prey. On one occasion 

his dogs had driven 
a bear into a den 
among the rocks, 
he ventured to look 
in, saw the glaring 
eyeballs very near 
him, started back, 
at which the bear 
sprang upon him; 
they took a fair hug 

and rolled from the rocks down the hill 
together. In the struggle the bear seized 
his opponent’s leg in his jaws and made a 
frightful wound. The old hero’s sons, 
Moses and Guilford, mere lads at the 
time, saw the perilous condition of their 
father, but dared not fire lest they might 
shoot him; but they put on the dogs and 
urged them to the combat, whereupon the 
bear quit his hold to attack the dogs; and 
they improved their opportunity to shoot 

the bear. The old hunter was disabled a long time 
by the wound and carried the scar to the grave.”  

“In the fall of 1777, Captain Whit-
ney had a fever by which he was 
confined many weeks. His family 
was out of fuel. As a last resort, Betty, 13 years of age, put on her father’s leather apron, 
yoked up the oxen, went into the woods, cut small trees, stacked them next to the house, 
and chopped them up into fire wood. Her sister, Mrs. Miriam Brown, narrated that this 
was the custom of the handy child.” 

  
Other events in Samuel Whitney’s life were recorded in The History of the Town of 

 

Above: Congregational Church in 
Marlboro, Vermont; 2002. The Whit-
ney family were members here and 
helped to build the original church 
building, which was located on Town 
Hill. Right: Whetstone Inn in Ver-
mont, located next to the church. The 
inn was built by Deacon Jonas Whit-
ney (5th Great-Granduncle), who came 
to Marlboro about 1773, the year he 
married. Marlboro is one of the author’s 
favorite family history towns.        
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Top: Marlboro, Vermont, where 
Samuel, Nathaniel, Jonas (5th Great- 
Granduncles) and Eliphalet Whit-
ney (5th Great-Grandfather) made 
their homes in the 1770s and later.  
Middle: Road leading to the main 
square in Marlboro. Right: View of 
countryside from the home of 
a Houghton in-law in Marlboro.  

Marlborough, Windham County, Vermont, pages 261-262, by Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, 
compiled 1860.   
 
“Samuel Whitney, Jr. was the  
eldest son of Samuel, of Shrews- 
bury, Massachusetts, who in 
company with his brother Na-
thaniel, came to Marlborough, 
November 1769. In March 1770 
he made a quantity of maple 
sugar, then removed from the 
east to the west part of the 
town, and commenced anew.  
In that year, 1770, he opened 
the forest and put up a log 
house, in the raising of which 
he invited his brothers Nathan-
iel and Jonas, and James Ball, to 
assist him. They complied 
with his request, and returned 
home to the east part of the 
town in the evening. The woods 
were so dense and dark, that 
with much difficulty they 
were enabled to feel their 
way back by marked trees. In 
1772, probably in March, he 
moved his family, consisting of 
his wife and four children, from  

                                                                                                             

Shrewsbury to Marlborough. He 
was enterprising, laborious, and 
persevering, bold, resolute, and 
fearless, bravely surmounting 
the trials of a pioneer. He had a peculiar voice, better fitted for the sternness of 
authority, than the smooth modulations of flattery. He erected buildings, and opened a 
public house, which he kept till the close of his life. Since then the property has passed  
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through several hands, and is now (1860) owned by Ira Adams, Esq., who by several 
purchases has increased the former dimensions of the farm, demolished the former 
buildings, much decayed with age, and erected others upon the same site, much improved 

in size and architecture. The West Marlborough Post Office is kept there, but no tavern.”  
 
“Mr. Whitney was a great hunter” (most of the bear hunting episode above is repeated 
here).   
 
In 1762 Samuel Whitney married Phebe Harrington of Grafton, Massachusetts, and 
moved to Marlborough in the spring of 1772. He died February 1, 1811, aged 71 years, 
4 months and 8 days. Phebe died March 16, 1812, age 71 years, 9 months and 20 days.  

Above: Gravestones of Samuel Whitney 
(5th Great-Granduncle) and his wife 
Phebe Whitney in Hogback Cemetery 
located across the road from where his 
home once stood (right) in Marlboro, 
Vermont, May 2006. The inscriptions 
read: “Erected / in memory of Mr. / 
Samuel Whitney / who died Feb. 1, 1811 / 
in the 72 Year of / his age” [and] “Erect-
ed / in memory of Mrs. / Phebe Whitney / 
wife of Mr. Samuel / Whitney who died / 
March 16, 1812 in the / 72 year of her 
age.”          
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Both were buried in the graveyard near their house. They had ten children: Catherine 
(1763, who married Samuel Pratt), Elizabeth (1764, who married Alvan Pratt), Moses 
(1767-1834), Guilford (1769) Samuel, Jr. (1772-1846), Mariam (1776, who married 
Lyman Brown), Zenas (1786), Simei (1781-1847), Phebe (1786, who married Roswell 
Paddleford), and Russell (1789-1790). 
Their first four children were born in   

                                                   
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, and the rest of their children were born in Marlborough 
(Marlboro), Vermont. Their last child, Russell, was born when his mother was fifty years old.     
  
Samuel was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. He served as a private in Captain 
White’s Vermont Company in 1781. He must have also served as an officer because later 
he was called, “Captain Whitney.” (DAR Index, page 3201.) 
 
Samuel Whitney’s grandson was Newel Kimball Whitney (1795-1850), who was born 
in Marlboro, Vermont, the son of Samuel Whitney (1772-1846). Newel moved to 
Plattsburg, New York, where he was working as a merchant by 1814.   

Above: Hogback Cemetery, named for nearby 
Hogback Mountain. Samuel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) donated this land from his property 
for a burying ground. Left: Three views of land 
once owned by Samuel on the west side of Marl-
boro, Vermont; 2006. The home was built by 
a Mr. Adams in 1823.       
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He took part in the Battle of Champlain during the War of 1812. At this battle the 
Americans defeated a British force of fourteen thousand men. After he lost his  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
property in the war, Newel 
established himself as an 
Indian trader. Thereafter, he 
moved from Lake Michigan 
and located in Painesville, 
Ohio, where he began work-

ing for Algernon Sidney Gilbert as a store clerk and where he learned bookkeeping. He 
later became a junior partner with Gilbert in the mercantile firm of Gilbert & Whitney, 
with headquarters in Kirtland, Ohio. He married Elizabeth Smith in 1822 and she later 
recorded their history.   

Above and right: Other views of the Marlboro Meetinghouse 
and of the gravestones of Samuel and Phebe Whitney. The 
Whitneys were among the most influential families in early 
Marlboro. Below: Gravestones of Samuel (1772-1846), son of 
Samuel Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle), and his wife, Susan-
na Kimball (1767-1859), in Kirtland, Ohio. Samuel was the 
father of Newel K. Whitney.          
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“He was a young man who had come out west to seek his fortune. He had thrift and 
energy and accumulated property faster than most of his associates. Indeed, he became 

proverbial as being lucky in all his undertakings. He had been trading at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, buying furs and skins from the Indians and trappers for the eastern 
market, and exchanging them for goods suitable to the wants of the people in that 
locality. In his travels to and from New York he passed through the country where we 
resided; we met and became attached to each other, and my aunt granting her full 
approval, we were married. Our tastes and feelings were congenial, and we were a 
happy couple with bright prospects in store. We prospered in all efforts to accumulate 
wealth; so much so that among our friends it came to be remarked that ‘nothing of N. 
K. Whitney’s ever got lost on the lake, and no product of his was ever low in the mar-
ket.’” 
 
Newel and his wife joined the Campbellites, but converted to The Church of Jesus Christ  

Top right: Newel K. Whitney (grandson of Samuel Whitney, 5th Great-Granduncle). Above 
right: Home of Newel in Kirtland, Ohio, in the early 1830s (2014). Top and above left: Store 
owned by Newel in Kirtland. This dry goods store was the headquarters for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, for a short time in the early 1830s. Newel K. Whitney became one of 
the most prominent members of the early church and Joseph Smith lived with him for a time.  
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Top right: State Historical Marker 
in Sharon County, Vermont, noting 
the birthplace of Joseph Smith. 
Above: Writing desk owned by Ne-
wel K. Whitney, now in the Joseph 
Smith Store in Nauvoo, Illinois. 
Right: Horace Whitney and Orson 
Whitney (far right), sons of Newel K. 
Whitney. Both were in the first 
pioneer company to Utah in 1847. 
This is still a mark of honor to 
Utah citizens today.    

of Latter-day Saints in November 1830. Elizabeth Whitney related what happened 
prior to this time. 
 

“One night, it was midnight—
my husband and I were in our 
house at Kirtland, praying to the Father to be shown the way, when the Spirit rested 
upon us and a cloud overshadowed the house. It was as though we were out of doors. 
The house passed away from our vision. We were wrapped in the cloud. A solemn awe 
pervaded us. We saw the cloud and felt the Spirit of the Lord. Then we heard a voice 
out of the cloud saying, ‘Prepare to receive the word of the Lord, for it is coming.’ At 
this we marveled greatly, but from that moment we knew that the word of the Lord was 
coming to Kirtland.” 
 
In February 1831 Joseph Smith came into Newel’s store and introduced himself and 
said, “You have prayed me here; now what do you want of me.” Joseph and his wife 
lived with the Whitneys for a number of weeks and according to Joseph, “Received 
every kindness and attention that could be expected.” Later while living in the Whitney 
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home and store, Joseph Smith received a number of important revelations. Elizabeth 
Whitney recorded, “I remarked to my husband that this was the fulfillment of the vision 
we had seen of a cloud, as of glory, resting upon our house.” 
 
Newel was called to be a bishop for the church in December 1831. When told of his 
new calling Newel said, “I cannot see a Bishop in myself, Brother Joseph; but if you 
say it’s the Lord’s will, I’ll try.” Joseph replied, “You need not take my word alone.  
Go and ask Father for yourself.” Newel followed this advice and prayed for an answer.  
He said he heard a voice from Heaven that said, “Thy strength is in me.” Newel was 
satisfied with the answer and accepted his calling as a bishop.  
  
Newel remained faithful to Joseph Smith and the church all of his life. He converted his 
father, Samuel Whitney (son of Samuel Whitney, 5th Great-Granduncle), his mother, and 
several relatives. His father and mother both moved to Kirtland, where they died.   
 
Newel traveled to Missouri with Joseph Smith in 1832 and broke his leg in Indiana 
while returning home. That same year, he served a mission to Albany, New York City 
and Boston. He attended the School of the Prophets, worked on the Kirtland Temple 
and traveled backed to New York to purchase goods for his store. In 1838, Newel 
moved to Missouri, settled in Illinois, returned to Kirtland to complete unfinished 
business, then moved to Nauvoo, Illinois, where he settled in 1839.   
 
Newel was appointed bishop of the Nauvoo Middle Ward in October 1839, and 
officiated in that capacity until called to be the Presiding Bishop of the church in April 
1847. He was also appointed trustee-in-trust for the church. 
 
Newel officiated when his oldest daughter, Sarah, became the wife of Joseph Smith, in 
1842. Newel saved Section 132 of the Doctrine and Covenants from being lost by having a 
second copy made. He gave the copy to Brigham Young in Winter Quarters, Nebraska, in 1847. 
 
Two of Newel’s sons, Horace K. Whitney (1823-1884) and Orson K. Whitney (1830-
1884), were part of the first pioneer company to enter Salt Lake Valley in 1847. Newel 
stayed behind to oversee emigration on the frontier. The following year he led a com-
pany across the plains to Salt Lake Valley, arriving October 8, 1848. He died two years 
later of bilious pleurisy on September 23, 1850, at his home on City Creek in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. He had fourteen children. (LDS Biographical Encyclopedia, Volume 1, 
pages 222-227, by Andrew Jenson.) 
 
Horace Kimball Whitney (1823-1884) (son of Newel K. Whitney) was one of the 143 
men, 3 women and 2 children comprising the first pioneer company to leave Elkhorn 
River April 7, 1847, and arrive in Salt Lake Valley, July 24, 1847.    
  
“Horace Whitney was well educated and an expert mathematician and musician, he  
joined the first company and was assigned by his father to help prepare a place for the 
rest of his family. His brother Orson K. Whitney accompanied him. The rest of the family  
arrived October 8, 1848. He served as a major in the Topographical Engineers of the 
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Above: Home of Nathaniel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle), built in 1777, in Marlboro, Vermont; 
2006. Right: Stream that flows through Nathaniel’s 
property, near his house.   

Nauvoo Legion. When Johnston’s army marched through the empty Salt Lake City in 
1858, he was one of the guards who stood ready to burn the city if the army stopped. He 
was for many years a member of the Deseret Dramatic Association, both at the Social 
Hall and the Salt Lake Theatre. A gifted musician, he played in the orchestra. He learned 

the printer’s trade while in Nauvoo and when the 
Deseret News was founded in 1850, he set the type 
for the first edition and became its first printer. He served in the management of the 
newspaper for 21 years, a period of tremendous growth for the newspaper. He died 
November 22, 1884, in Salt Lake City, Utah, at age 61” (Deseret News 1997-98 Church 
Almanac, “Biographies of the Original 1847 Pioneer Company,” page 155). 

 
Orson K. Whitney (1830-1884) (son of Newel K. Whitney) assisted his brother, Horace 
Whitney, in preparing a place for his father’s family in Salt Lake Valley in 1847.   
 
“After the death of his father in 1850, Orson was called on a mission to Hawaii. A cabinetmaker, 
he earned his way to Hawaii without purse or scrip, arriving in Hawaii in August 1854. He 
worked at a few jobs, such as making coffins, to support himself in his missionary work. When 
his mission was over, he again worked to earn passage back to the mainland. Upon his return, he 
assisted the Utah infantry in Echo Canyon in November 1857. Later he fought in Indian 
skirmishes around Provo and Pleasant Grove in Utah County. He was known as a daring 
and adventurous frontiersman. He died in Salt Lake City July 31, 1884, at age 54” (Deseret 
News 1997-98 Church Almanac, “Biographies of the Original 1847 Pioneer Company,” page 155).   
                        
Ephraim Newton published an account of Nathaniel Whitney’s (5th Great-Granduncle; 
1749-1829) life in the Vermont Historical Magazine under “Marlboro,” pages 444-445. 
 
“Captain Nathaniel Whitney, son of Samuel of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, when a young man 
of 20 years, with his brother, Samuel, Jr., was induced by the invitation of Colonel William 
Williams to visit Marlboro in November 1769. After spending a few days he returned to his 
parents and made a proposal to the young lady to whom he was afterwards married, whom he 
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Top and middle: Home of Nathaniel Whitney. Above: Origi-
nal fireplace inside Nathaniel’s home; July 2002. To support 
the fireplace a massive amount of brick was used in the 
basement. Right: Old photographs of Nathaniel’s home.   

 

left a widow (well provided for) after over 50 years of married life. March 1770, his father carried 
his sons, Samuel, Jr. and Nathaniel to Marlboro; left them and returned to Massachusetts.”   
 

“Captain Nathaniel put up a log camp in the 
woods and commenced clearing. In this 
camp he spent his next two summers. He 
had to bring the meal on his back, 15 miles.  
Captain Whitney built the first framed 
house in town, which he occupied a few            

years and sold for Continental paper 
money. He suffered almost a total loss 
of his sale. In this impoverished con-
dition, he began anew by purchasing of 
Charles Philips the whole right of Num-
ber 23, in 1777. The land adjoining he 
purchased of Perez Stockwell, where he 
again settled, strove and spent his life. 
He was an influential citizen. As a hun-
ter and a trapper no one excelled him.” 
 
“From notes penned 40 years since 
by himself: ‘In the autumn of 1773, 
brother Samuel and myself are to go 

out hunting at the first suitable fall of snow. In November a few inches of snow had  
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fallen, when I repaired to my brother and found him sick, feeling himself too feeble to 
engage in the chase. In the morning I took my brother’s dog with my own, and went in 

the woods. Bear tracks were plenty; the dogs took 
one, but at night I returned to my brother, and found 
him not as well. In the morning I again took his dog 
and entered the forest. At that time all was a howl-
ing wilderness, without a single settlement. I took a 
westerly course, and saw a monstrous track of a bear, larger than I ever before saw. I 
returned to the house and persuaded brother Samuel to go and see it. We were both 
exceedingly surprised.’   
 
‘We pursued it nearly to the top of the hill, in the west part of the town near Wilmington 
line. I let the dogs go. In a few minutes they entered a thicket and roared tremendously. 
I flung off my pack and pursued with all speed down the hill near Wilmington Pond to 
Deerfield River. The bear and dogs had crossed. By taking some pains I found a tree 
which had fallen across the stream, on which I found a safe passage, and soon 
discovered that Samuel’s dog had treed the bear. I then leveled my gun and fired 
directly at his head. He dodged a little, came down, struck brother Samuel’s dog with 
his paw and laid him stiff, and again ascended the tree. I fired the second time at his 
body. He instantly slid down the tree and moved off with two streams of blood flowing,  
one on each side. I shot at him the third time, and put the ball through his body. I 

Top left: View of the Vermont 
countryside from the back of 
Nathaniel Whitney’s home. Left: 
Main living room inside the home; 
2002. Above: Gravestone of Mary 
Houghton Whitney (5th Great-
Grandaunt), wife of Nathaniel 
Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle), 
in East Marlboro Cemetery, 1995. 
Mary lived to be 93 years old. 
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shot the fourth ball through his middle, shot the 5th through his head and the bear 
yielded. Enormous creature. The bear was so heavy that in ascending and descending 

the tree, he tore his nails off to the quick. The next day I succeeded in obtaining help in 
drawing the animal and carrying him home. After being dressed and carried home, the 
meat weighed 466 pounds. This was the first bear I ever killed and probably the largest 
ever killed in Vermont.’” 

 
“Captain Whitney was fond of the exciting scenes of the hunter’s life, even until his 
hair was whitened by age. In recounting his success as a sportsman, he said he thought, 
but could not tell exactly, that he had killed not less than 100 bears, 100 deer, one 
moose and 14 wolves, to say nothing of the multitude of lighter game.”  

Above: Gravestone of Nathaniel 
Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle). The 
inscription reads: “NATHANIEL / 
WHITNEY / Died June 6, 1829 / aged 
80 years.” Top right: East Marlboro 
Cemetery, where Nathaniel Whitney is 
buried. The ladies in the cemetery 
are direct-descendants of Nathaniel, 
who were visiting Marlboro from 
New York on the same day as my visit 
in 1995. Right: Two views of Marl-
boro Cemetery, where Elizabeth 
Hastings Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
mother) and her son, Jonas Whitney 
(5th Great-Granduncle), are buried.    
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Above: Gravestone of Elizabeth Hast-
ings Whitney (6th Great-Grandmother) 
in Marlboro, Vermont. The inscription 
reads: “In Memory of / Mrs. Elizabeth / 
Wife of Mr. / Samuel Whitney / of 
Shruefberry / Maff., who died / Octr 
24th, 1800 in / the 84th Year of / her 
Age.” Left: Gravestones of Elizabeth 
Whitney and Deliverance Houghton 
(both 6th Great-Grandmothers).   

“He was a staunch Whig and took a decided stand for the Revolution. On hearing of 
the Battle of Lexington, he and Captain James Warren took their muskets and started 
for the American camp. It 
will be remembered he was 
also on the guard over the 
Bennington prisoners, after 
that battle in which he shared.  
At the close of the campaign 
he returned to his family and 
his farm. He took a lively in-
terest in the prosperity of the 
town, also in the Congrega-
tional church of which he was 
a worthy member. His family 
has been widely dispersed. But 
few of their descendants re-
main to cherish their memory.”  

 
Nathaniel served as an officer 
during the Revolutionary War.  
He was a lieutenant and a 
captain in Warren’s Vermont 
Company in 1782. (DAR Index, 
page 3201.)  
 
Reverend Ephraim H. Newton 
provided other details of Na-
thaniel’s life in The History of 
the Town of Marlborough, 
Vermont, pages 265-269. 

 

“In 1770 Captain Nathaniel Whitney 
put him up a log camp in the woods 
and commenced clearing his new farm. 

In this camp he spent the next two summers, ambitious and toilsome in his new field of 
labor. At his request, Mrs. Col. Williams cooked for him a week’s provision at a time,  
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Above: Gravestone of Tamar Houghton 
Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1754-
1831), wife of Jonas Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) in Marlboro Cemetery. The 
inscription reads: “TAMAR WHITNEY / 
Wife of Deacon Jonas Whitney / Died 
March 31, 1831 aged / 77 years.” Right: 
Gravestone of Lucy Whitney Sherman (5th 
Great-Grandaunt) in Barre, Vermont. 
The inscription on her gravestone reads: 
“In Memory of / Mrs. Lucy Sherman / 
wife of / Asaph Sherman Esq. / who 
departed this / life August 13, 1809 / aged 
65 Years. / She left 5 children / & 49 
grandchildren. / Friend, Physicians could 
not free / Her mortal body from the grave / 
Nor can the grave contain it there / When 
Christ doth call her to appear.”  

and he returned to his camp and spent the week in hard labor upon its nourishment. His 
principle living was pork and peas and beans, with a comfortable supply of bread, and 

occasionally with the additional luxury of 
trout and wild game. For his bread he brought 
the meal upon his back from Brattleboro, 
Colerain, or Greenfield, Vermont, distances of 
10, 15, and 20 miles.” 
 
“On these premises, Captain Whitney built 
the first framed dwelling house erected in 
town, which he occupied for a few years, and 
then sold his possessions for continental paper 
money, which depreciated so much in value 
that he suffered almost total loss of his sale.  
In this impoverished condition he began 

anew…purchasing 472 acres of land on March 28, 1777. It is supposed he sold the 
western half of this purchase to his brother, Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grand-
father), retaining the eastern half to him. On this purchase he began anew, again settled, 
became a thriving farmer and an influential and highly esteemed citizen. Here he spent 
the remainder of his days.”     
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Left: Gravestone of Asaph Sherman, husband of 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt). The in-
scription reads: “In memory of / Asaph Sherman / 
Esq. Who died/ June 21, 1810 / aged 69 years. / 
Come unto me all ye / That labour & are heavy / 
Laden & the Lord / will give you rest.” Asaph 
was a Revolutionary War soldier. Above: Sher-
man plot in Wilson Cemetery, Barre, Vermont, 
1999.  

“As a hunter no one in town excelled him. As a trapper, he was artful, and seldom failed 
of success. As an angler, he was sly and not infrequently would find himself heavily 
laden with a fine string of trout. With his gun he was cautious, and with untiring patience 
would he pursue game with his dogs a favorable issue.”   

 

“In 1777 Mr. Gershom C. Lyman, then a can-
didate for the ministry, in the vigor of his youth-
ful manhood, accompanied Capt. Whitney on a 
hunting excursion and fortunately killed a 
fawn. Young Lyman started in the morning full 

of life, but before night was much exhausted by his long chase and 
the fatigue of the day. The facetious Captain asked his young 
minister what is meant in holy writ by a ‘Cunning hunter.’ Mr. 
Lyman promptly replied, ‘he thought it must be one who did not 
hunt too much.’” 

 
Nathaniel and his wife, Mary Houghton (1751-1844) of Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, were the parents of thirteen children: Nathaniel 
(1771-1771), Molly (1772-1774), Dolly (1774; married at the age 
of fifteen), Molly (1776-1783), Luther (1777), Nathaniel (1779), 
Solomon (1781), Chloe (1783-1803), Charlotte (1785), Rhoda 
(1787-1848), Zilpah (1789), Betsey (1791) and Clark Whitney (1794-1814). All of their 
children were born in Marlboro, Vermont, except their oldest, Nathaniel, who was born 
in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. 
 
Nathaniel was buried in the King Cemetery in east Marlboro, Vermont. The inscrip- 
tion on his gravestone reads: “NATHANIEL / WHITNEY / Died June 6, 1829. / aged 80  
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Left: Three views of the Benning-
ton Battlefield in July 2002. Top 
right: Painting depicting the Brit-
ish prisoners at Bennington after 
the battle. Capt. Nathaniel Whit-
ney (5th Great-Granduncle) fought 
in the battle and guarded the 
prisoners. Some of his brothers 
may have also fought in this bat-
tle. Above: Original Bennington “76” 
flag in the Bennington Museum.     

years.” The inscription on his wife’s gravestone reads: “MARY / Wife of Nathaniel / 
WHITNEY / Died / Sept. 22, 1841 / Age 93 years, 3 months.” 
 
Colonel William Williams, who encouraged Nathaniel Whitney and his brothers, Samuel 
and Jonas, to move from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, (“who were always regarded 

                                                                                                    
as the most useful and influential 
citizens of Marlborough”) to Marl-
boro, Vermont, built a handsome 
framed building in the town. His 
home is still standing today in 
excellent condition, and is known 
as “The Colonel Williams’ Inn.” It 
is owned and operated by Tom and 
Denise Ware (1999). Colonel Wil-
liams was active in the French and 
Indian War and in the Revolut-

ionary War. He led a regiment at the Battle of Bennington on August 16, 1777. (History 
of Eastern Vermont: Biographical Sketches, pages 728-730, by Hall.)   
 
Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) married Tamar Houghton (1754-
1831) of Lancaster, Massachusetts, in 1773, and settled in Marlboro, Vermont. When she  
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died at the age of 77, she was the first to expire of her ten brothers and sisters. Jonas 
served as a selectman for Marlboro, Vermont, in 1779. He was a patriot during the Rev-
olutionary War, while living in Vermont and New York. (DAR Index, page 3200.)   
 
Jonas and Tamar were the parents 
of twelve children: Sally (1774), 
Cinda (1776), Lucy (1778, who 
married General Jonathan Smith), 
Tamar (1779), Jonas (1781-1781),  

 

Julia (1782-1786), Irene (1784), Roxy (1786), Julia (1788), Jonas, Jr. (1791, who married 
Lovicy, daughter of Captain Nahum Houghton), Lyman (1793-1826) and Dewey Whitney (1796).  
 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; born 1744) married Asaph Sherman. He was a 
soldier during the Revolutionary War, serving as a lieutenant in Captain Drury’s 
Massachusetts Company in 1775. Lucy and Asaph are buried beside each other in Wilson 
Cemetery in Barre, Vermont. My brother Ron and I visited their graves in 1999. The 
inscription on Lucy’s gravestone states that she was the mother of five children and 
grandmother of forty-nine children at the time of her death. The city of Barre is located in 
beautiful, upper state Vermont.    
 

 

Top right: Richard Martin and his daughter, Rebecca, direct-descendants of Relief Whitney 
Tinker. They are standing beside the gravestones of Relief and Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
parents) in Mt. Pisgah Cemetery, Pike County, Missouri, in 1997. Above right: Overview of Mt. 
Pisgah Cemetery. Relief and Ralph are buried on the far left-hand side of this picture. Top and 
above left: Church and ancient graveyard in Oxford, Massachusetts, where Israel Whitney (6th 
Great-Granduncle; 1710-1746) is probably buried (no gravestone).      



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 
 

3543

Eliphalet Whitney, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 
Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather; 1757-1832) was born and raised in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts. After his marriage in 1776 to Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; 

1756-1838), he moved to Marlboro, Vermont.  
(This is confirmed in The History of the 
Town of Marlborough, Vermont, page 261, 
by Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, published 1860.)  
 

Eliphalet and Lois were the parents 
of seven children, all but the youngest 
were born in Marlboro, Vermont: 
Polly Whitney (1778-1835; married 
Ebenezer Shaw), Annis Whitney 
(1780-1841; married Seth Haskins), 
Lois Whitney (1782-1853; married 
John Campbell), Lydia Whitney 
(1784-1842; married Ozias Board-
man), Relief “Leafy” Whitney 
(1786-1861), William Whitney 
(1788), and Betsy H. Whitney (1791/ 
1792-1877; married Benoni Shaw).     

Left: Whitney family sites in Vermont (north to south): 
Morristown, Barre, Waitsfield, and Marlboro. Above: 
Whitney family sites in Pike County, Missouri. Maps 
courtesy of Rand McNally and Company, Copyright 
 2003. Below: “To Eliphalet Whitney / and Lois his 
wife / 1778 Febry 17 Polly Born / 1780 Janry 24 Annis 
Born / 1782 Febry 16 Lois Born / 1784 Febry 26 Lydia 
Born / 1786 May 29 Leafy Born / 1788 March 17 
William Born” (Marlboro, Vermont, Town Record, 
Volume 1). Some pages of the original record are in 
poor condition. This is conclusive evidence that Relief 
“Leafy” Whitney (4th Great-Grandmother) was the 
daughter of Eliphalet and Lois Houghton Whitney 
and that she was born in Marlboro, Vermont.  
Note: Betsy Whitney, youngest child of Eliphalet 
and Lois, was born after they moved from Marl-
boro to Massachusetts, or elsewhere in Vermont. 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 
 

3544

The area in and around the town of Marlboro, Vermont, began to be settled about 1763.  
The town never had a large population, but many Whitney and Houghton relatives 

settled in Marlboro. The 
town’s resolutions on 
May 22, 1775, reflected 
the people’s attitude “to-
ward the impending war 
with Great Britain.” At 
this meeting they stated 
that they were willing 
to personally sacrifice 
everything they had in 
order to win their in-
dependence.   
 
“Resolved, we will, each  

 

of us, at the expense of our lives and for-
tunes, to the last extremity, unite and oppose 
the last cruel unjust and arbitrary acts of the 
British Parliament passed for the sole pur-
pose of raising a revenue; Resolved, we will 
be contented and subject to the Hon. Conti-
nental Congress in all things which they 
shall resolve for the peace, safety and wel-
fare of the American colonies” (Vermont 
Historical Magazine, “Marlboro,” page 441, 
by Ephraim Newton).    
 
Eliphalet was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, serving in Captain Warren’s Vermont 
Company. He probably fought at the Battle 
of Bennington.   
 
Eliphalet moved back to Shrewsbury by 
1790, was living in Hartland, Windsor, 
Vermont, in 1800, but soon after 1800 had 
settled in Morristown, Lamoille County, in 
upper state Vermont. He was one of the early settlers of Morristown and lived 
there for the rest of his life. He and Lois were buried beside each other in Plain’s 

Above and right: Gravestone of Eliphalet 
Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather) in Plain’s 
Cemetery, Morristown, Vermont, May 2006. 
The inscription reads: “Eliphalet Whit / ney 
died Septr / 10th 1832, / aged 75 years.”   
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Cemetery in Morristown; Eliphalet died on September 10, 1832, and Lois on July 
25, 1838.  
 

                                                                       
Polly Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1778-
1835) married Ebenezer Shaw (1773-1866)  
and lived in Morristown, Vermont, where 
they were buried beside each other in Plain’s 
Cemetery. “Ebenezer Shaw was born in Mid-
dlebury, Massachusetts, April 20, 1773. He 
moved with his father to Rochester, Massa-
chusetts—from thence to Woodstock, Ver-

mont—from Woodstock to Shrewsbury. At Shrewsbury, he married Miss Polly Whitney, daughter 
of Eliphalet Whitney, August 30, 1796. The next winter he moved to Hartland and from Hartland to 
Morristown in February 1800. While living in Woodstock he learned the tanner’s trade, and 
also the shoemaker’s trade, and was the first tanner and shoemaker that lived and carried on 
that business in Morristown. His wife, Polly, died in 1835, age 58, being the mother of 12  

 

Above: Gravestone of Lois Houghton Whitney 
(5th Great-Grandmother) in Plain’s Cemetery, 
Morristown, Vermont, 2006. The inscription 
reads: “LOIS / Relict of Eliphalet / Whitney 
died / July 25, 1838 / in her 82 year.” Right: 
Two views of Plain’s Cemetery and a nearby 
lake. Eliphalet and Lois Whitney (5th Great-
Grandparents), Polly Whitney (4th Great-
Grandaunt), her husband, Ebenezer Shaw, 
and many of their children; Annis Whitney 
(4th Great-Grandaunt), and her husband, Seth 
Haskins, are buried in Plain’s Cemetery.  
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children, 6 of whom were married. He has now only one son living, 2 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren. He married his second wife, Abigail Sherwin, in 1836; she 

died in 1856. Mr. Shaw is now (1863) living 
in his 90th year” 
(Vermont Historical 
Magazine, page 686).  
Ebenezer died three 
years after his 
biography was 
written in 1866.   
 
In History of Mor-
ristown, pages 
32 and 55, Anna 
Mower related that 
Ebenezer Shaw was 
the first Universalist 
in Morristown “and 
one of the pillars 

of that church. He took the lead in calling a 
meeting which convened in a barn at the Corners.”   
Miss Mower goes on to repeat that Polly 
Whitney was his first wife and “daughter of 
Eliphalet Whitney, who was also the father-in-
law of three other early Morristown settlers, 

Benoni Shaw, Seth Haskins and Ozias Boardman. Young Shaw and his bride settled 
on land given him by his father-in-law and kept in his family until after the death of his  

This page: Gravestones of Polly Whitney Shaw (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1778-1835), her husband, 
Ebenezer Shaw (1773-1866), and four of their children: Charles Shaw (1820-1847), Cyrene 
Shaw (1813-1826), Ebenezer Shaw (1815-1818) and Relief Shaw (1811-1832). All are buried in 
Plain’s Cemetery.   
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grandson, Charles. It was occupied in 1935 by W. G. Lepper and Son. His son, Edwin 
H. Shaw, born in 1818, married Pelina Gay, and their son Charles, remained on the 
home place until his death in 1913. His widow, Helen Bliss Shaw, was a resident of 
Morristown until her removal to Burlington, in 1932, but they left no descendants.”            

 

Annis Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 
1773/1782-1840) married Seth Has-  
 

 
kins (1777-1860), “an early settler of Morristown, Vermont.” 
Annis and Seth lived the rest of their lives in Morristown and 

were buried beside each other in Plain’s Cemetery near Annis’ father-in-law, Eliphalet 
Whitney. At least three of their children are buried next to them: Cynthia Haskins (1813-
1834), Eliva A. Haskins (1815-1819), and Lois Haskins (1794-1860).    
 
Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1782-1853) married Captain John Campbell  
(1778/1779-1853) in June 1801 in Morristown, Vermont. They later moved about thirty  

Above: Gravestones of Bradley Shaw (1809-1828; son 
of Polly Whitney, 4th Great-Grandaunt) and Abigail 
Shaw (1786-1856; second wife of Ebenezer Shaw). 
Right: Gravestones of Eliphalet and Lois Whitney. 
Below: Gravestone of William Whitney (1825-1852; 
probable son of William Whitney, 4th Great-Grand-
uncle) and drawing of Morristown, Vermont in the 
late 1800s, looking south. All monuments are in 
Plain’s Cemetery.         
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miles southwest of Morristown to Waitsfield, Vermont, where Lois died on February 10, 
1853. They are both buried in Waitsfield Common Cemetery, which has wonderful 

views of the mountains. John probably 
served as a captain during the War of 1812.              

 

Lydia Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1784-
1842) married Ozias Boardman (1774-1843) 
in Morristown, Vermont. Ozias’ father had 

purchased land in the Cady’s Falls area of Morristown about 1792, but died before 
settling there. So Ozias 
“came in 1793 at the age 
of nineteen to examine the 
land his father had bought.  
He remained during the 
summer, working for Aaron 
Hurd, and the March fol-
lowing he returned with his 
brother, William, making 
the trip with an ox team by 
way of Lake Champlain 
and the Lamoille Valley. 
They settled on lots sixty-
three and sixty-four and the 
next spring the two other 
brothers Elisha and Alfred 
came with their mother. 
From that time on the 
Boardmans were intimately 
associated with the develop-
ment of the town. When the sons were married, they asked their mother to choose with 

 
Top left: Morristown, Vermont; May 2006. Eliphalet Whitney 
(5th Great-Grandfather) lived in Morristown from about 1800 
until his death in 1832. Top right: Morristown in 1860 and 1904. 
Above: Lamoille River in Morristown.     
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whom she would live. She replied: ‘Elisha has too much public business and cannot 
well attend to his home affairs. William is a good son, but careless and will leave the 
bars down, exposing the crops, but Ozias always 
puts up the bars.’ So it seems probable that she  

went to dwell with Ozias” (History of 
Morristown, page 27, by Anna Mow-
er, published 1935).        
 
Lydia and Ozias lived the rest of their 
lives in Morristown, but all of their 

children “went West except their eldest son, Almond Boardman. Almond (1807-1891) 
married Jemima Goodell and remained on the home place. Of his five children only two 
grew to maturity here, Cornelia, who married Leander Small, an attorney at Hyde Park 
(Vermont), and Ellen, who married Albert L. Noyes of that town” (Ibid, page 28).  
 
Lydia Whitney Boardman and Ozias are buried beside each other in Lakeview Cemetery 
not far from their home in Morristown. Five of their children died as infants and are 

Above: Close-up of northern Vermont 
and the towns of Morrisville (Morris-
town), Barre, and Waitsfield. Map 
courtesy of Rand McNally. Left: 
Three views of the countryside sur-
rounding Morristown; looking south-
east (top), east (middle), and west of 
town, May 2006.        
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buried next to them: Amanda Boardman (1804-1809), Cyrene Boardman (1804-1809), 
Plooma Boardman (1820-1821), and two unnamed daughters (born 1811 and 1815).  
Almond Boardman (1807-1891) and his wife, 
Jemima Goodell Boardman, are also buried 
in Lakeview Cemetery.     
 
William Whitney (4th 
Great-Granduncle; 
born 1788) lived 
for many years in 
Morristown, but 
probably moved 
elsewhere for his 
burial is not recorded 
in any of the local 
cemeteries. There 
is a William Whitney 
(1825-1852) buried 
in Plain’s Cemetery 
in Morristown, 
who is certainly 
his son.   
 
Betsy H. Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1791/1792-

1877), youngest child of Eliphalet and Lois 
Whitney, married Benoni Shaw (1787-1857), 
the son of Chrispus Shaw (1763-1845). Chris-
pus Shaw was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, but 
moved at an early age to Shutesbury, Massachu-
setts, and later to Morristown, Vermont, where 
he died. Betsy and Benoni Shaw are buried be-
side each other in Mt. View Cemetery near Mor-
ristown Corners. This is one of the most beau-
tifully situated cemeteries anywhere in Amer-
ica, with mountain views in every direction.      

 

Above: Gravestones of Lydia Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Ozias 
Boardman (1784-1843), in Lakeview Cem-
etery (left), Morristown, Vermont; May 
2006. Her inscription reads: “LYDIA / 
wife of / Ozias Boardman / Died / Nov. 
22, 1842 / In the 59 year / of her age.”    
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Top left: Gravestones of Lydia Whitney and her husband, Ozias Board-
man. Top right: Barre, Vermont, after a Fourth of July parade in 1888. 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1744-1809) and her husband, 
Asaph Sherman (1741-1810) lived and died in Barre. Above: Lamoille 
River and falls in Morristown, Vermont; May 2006.         
 

Relief Whitney, Fourth Great-Grandmother 
 

Relief Whitney (4th Great-Grandmother; 1786-1861) was 
nicknamed “Leafy” by her parents. Relief was a little girl when 

her family moved 
from Marlboro, Vermont, 
and later she thought 
that she was born 
in Marlborough, 
Massachusetts, because 
her mother and 
father were born 
in Massachusetts.  
Even the inscription 
on her tombstone 
reads that she was 
born in Marlborough, 
Massachuset ts .   
Nevertheless, birth 
records clearly show 
that she was born 
in Marlboro, Vermont 
(see parents’ history). 
 
She married Ralph 
Tinker (4th Great-
Grandfather; 1781-
1856) in Worthing-
ton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, in 1803. Subsequently, they moved to Morris-
town, Lamoille County, Vermont, where her husband practiced medicine. She was a 
midwife and an expert weaver. In 1823 they moved to Hardin County, Kentucky, and 
seven years later, they established a farm about four miles west of downtown Bowling 
Green in Pike County, Missouri. Here they prospered and lived out the rest of their lives.  
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Relief and Ralph were the parents of nine children: Houghton Tinker (1804), Elizabeth 

“Betsy” Tinker (1806-1850/1860), Edwin 
Buckingham Tinker (1808-1839), Col. Orwin 

Cullen Tinker (1810-1893), 
Erasmus D. Tinker (1812-died 
young), Mary Tinker (1813-
1817), Charles Whitney Tin-
ker (1815-1879), Eliphalet 
Dewey Tinker (1817-1891) 
and Taletha Cumey Tinker 
(1820-1828). Their seven old-
est children were born in Mor-
ristown, Lamoille County, Ver-
mont. Eliphalet and Taletha 
were born in Hardin County, 
Kentucky.   
 
(See Ralph Tinker, Fourth Great-
Grandfather, for more details 
of Relief Whitney’s life.) 
 
Additional Sources 
 
• New England Families, page 133, by William R. Cutter.  
 
• Genealogies of the Families and Descendants of the Early Settlers of Watertown,  

Left and above: Mountain View Cemetery 
in Morristown, Vermont; May 2006. Below: 
Gravestones of Betsey H. Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1792-1877) and her hus-
band, Benoni Shaw, who are both buried in 
Mt. View. Betsey and Benoni lived most of 
their lives in Morristown. The inscriptions 
read: “BETSEY H. / WIFE OF / B. SHAW / 
DIED / May 22, 1877. AE. 85 yrs.” [and] 
“BENONI SHAW / DIED / JULY 17, 1857 / 
aged 70 years.”           



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 
 

3553

Massachusetts, Including Waltham and Weston, by Henry Bond, M. D., published 
1855. 
 
• Crossroads on the Charles, A His-

tory of Watertown, Massachusetts, 
by Maud Hodges, published 1980. 

 

• New England Family Genealogical 
and Memorial, Volumes 1-3, pages 
719-720, by William Cutter, pub-
lished 1915. 

 
• Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of 

the Revolutionary War—Vermont, 
page, 564.   

 
• The Cutter Family of New England, 

pages 1-35, by William Cutter. 
 
• Epitaphs from the Old Burying 

Ground in Groton, Massachusetts, by Samuel A. Green, pages 1 and 3.  
 
• The Town of Arlington Past and Present, 1637 to 1907, pages 30-32, by Charles 

Parker, published 1907. 

Above: Gravestones of Annis Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Seth Has-
kins, in Plain’s Cemetery; July 2006. The in-
scriptions read: “ANNIS / wife of / Seth Haskins / 
died Dec. 31, 1840. / AE. 67 years.” [and] “SETH 
HASKINS / DIED / Jan. 19, 1860. / aged 83 yrs.” 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds and Robinson Families  
 
 

3554

• Gershom Cutter’s home, 1146 Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington, Massachusetts.    
 
• Tom and Denise Ware, P. O. Box 275, Marlboro, Vermont, 05344; (802) 257-1093.  

Owners and operators of The Colonel Williams’ Inn in Marlboro, Vermont.  
 

• Nora Wilson, Town Clerk, P. O. 
Box E, Marlboro, VT 05344.  

 

 

 
Additional Whitney 

History 
 
The rec-
o r d  o f  
the mar-
riage be-
tween Wil-
liam Rob-
inson (born 
about 1640) 

and Elizabeth Cutter (born July 15, 1645) (8th Great-Grand-
parents) can no longer be found, however the union is proved 
in the Middlesex County Probate and Deeds. In 1726/1727 
William Robinson’s children: William, Jonathan, Elizabeth 
Gregory, and Mercy Robinson released to John and Samuel 
Cutter all claim to Richard Cutter’s estate, being the right of 
their mother, Elizabeth Robinson, deceased, unto the estate of her father, Richard Cutter. 
Richard Cutter had a second daughter named Elizabeth, whom he mentioned in his will 
as Elizabeth Hall. In 1728 she quitclaimed her right in her father’s estate to her two 
nephews, John and Samuel Cutter (5/39:113119).  

Top left: View of countryside from Waitsfield, Ver-
mont; May 2006. Top right: Waitsfield town center. 
Above: Waitsfield Village covered bridge constructed 
in 1833. Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt) and her 
husband, Capt. John Campbell, moved from Morris-
town to Waitsfield sometime after 1801 and lived 
there for the rest of their lives.             
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The last fact is the final bit of proof needed to verify that Richard had two daughters 
named Elizabeth and that William Robinson married the first of them (4/33:105).  

“Elizabeth Cutter Robinson must have died prior 
to 1693 as she is neither mentioned in her hus-

band’s will of that year 
nor was she mentioned 
in her father’s will of 
the same year.”   
 
William Robinson made 
a will dated March 22, 
1693. The will was 
witnessed on his death 
bed, in which he be-
queathed “unto my 
dafter (daughter) Eliz-
abeth Robinson all My 

Estate Lands 
goods & Chat-
tels here in 
Watertown” 
and states that 
“David and 

Jonathan My two children shall have thair (their) 
Maintenance And be Carefully brought up by My 
Dafter (daughter) herein before 
Named.” The will was witnes-
sed by Thomas Woolsen and 
Francis Fullam. In the will 
William Robinson, 21 years of 
age, Mercy Robinson, about 20 
years of age, and Samuel Rob-
inson, about 15 years of age, 
were left without mention.  
David, then 17 years old, was 
lame and helpless, and Jona-
than was 13 years of age. The 
will was presented for probate 
on June 26, 1693, but was dis-
allowed on account of inform-
ality, i.e. some of the children 
were left out. The witnesses later said that William Robinson declared that the “omission 
of his other children in said will was not for want of affection to yem (them), but only out 
of his tender Care for ye providing for his lame childe and also ye youngest that was not 
Capable to help itselfe.” The court allowed the moveable estate to go to Elizabeth, but 
ordered that the real property be divided among the heirs.                 

This page: Gravestones of Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grand-
aunt) and her husband, Capt. John Campbell, in Common 
Cemetery, Waitsfield; Vermont, 2006. The inscriptions read: 
“LOIS RELICT OF / CAP. J. CAMPBELL / DIED FEB. 10, 
1853, / AGED 71 YEARS.” [and] “CAPT. JOHN / CAMP-
BELL / DIED MARCH 22, / 1852 / AGED 73 YEARS.”  
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Above: Gravestones of Relief Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandmother) and her husband, Ralph 
Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) in Mount Pisgah 
Cemetery in Pike County, Missouri. The inscrip-
tions read: “RELIEF / Wife of / RALPH TIN-
KER. / BORN / In Marlborough, Mass. [actually 
Marlboro, Vermont] / May 29, 1785 / DIED / 
July 20, 1861.” [and] “RALPH TINKER / DIED / 
FEB 10, 1856 / Aged 75 years / 4 mos., 23 days.” 
Left: Rebecca Martin, age one, running between 
the monuments of her 5th Great-Grandparents 
in 1996.     

 

Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) may have come to Massachusetts on the John 
and Dorothy with his widowed mother in 1637. He was a cooper by trade, but may 
also have been a wheelwright, as one of the entries in the town records states that the                                     

town grants timber to Richard Cutter 
for a “payre of Wheeles.” Again he is 
granted permission to fell “foure trees 
for his trade on the south side of the 
river.” However he is often referred to 
in the records as a cooper.       
 
“Marlboro, Vermont, was called ‘New Marlborough’ prior to 1800. Marlboro’s first 
settlers came in the spring of 1763. By 1799 there were 313 ‘scholars,’ ages 4-18, 
attending school in seven districts. The town population peaked in 1820 to almost 
1,300, but declined in the following decades in response to the economy and westward 
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Top: Signature of Relief Whitney Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
mother) on her will dated June 1, 1859, in Pike County, Missou-
ri. Above: Signature of Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) 
on his will dated June 29, 1846. Left: Rebecca Martin, age ten, 
standing beside the gravestone of her 5th Great-Grandmother, 
Relief Whitney Tinker, in August 2006.     

migration. In recent years the population has steadily increased. The year 2000 census 
recorded a population of 978.” 
 
“The first Congregational Church was built in 1778 on what we call Town Hill, referred                   

to then as Meetinghouse 
Hill. In 1820 a second church 
was built near the first, 
which by then was in dis-
repair. In 1822 the inhab-
itants voted to build a Town 
House at the southwest corner of the ‘New Meetinghouse Common’ and that was done, 
using timbers and boards from the first building.”  
 
“These two buildings, the Meetinghouse and the Town House, were moved down the 
hill, probably between 1836 and 1844. The Meeting house burned in 1931 and was 
rebuilt. The Town House was placed at the east side of the village center, remaining there 
until 1966 when it was moved across the road to its present location.”  
 
“The Whetstone Inn was built by Deacon Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle) who 
came to Marlboro, Vermont, about 1773, the year he married. Town records show that 
a ‘legal Town Meeting was held at the house of Jonas Whitney Innholder in the Town-
ship of New Marlboro September 26, 1775.’” 
 
“As Marlboro was a half shire town of the County of Windham in the early days, courts 
were held alternately with Westminster, and during a time the Inn was used as a court-
house. At various other periods in its history the Inn has served as a tavern, post office, 
dance hall and sometimes Congregationalist Meetinghouse. It is presently known as the 
Whetstone Inn.” 
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Above: Gravestones of John Bemis (1659-1732; son of Joseph Bemis, 9th 
Great-Granduncle) and his wife, Mary Harrington Bemis (1664-1716), in 
Grove Hill Cemetery, Waltham, Massachusetts. Below: Monument of 
John Bemis, Jr. (1686-1754), grandson of Joseph Bemis, in Grove Hill.  

“Over the years, many industries and activities have been based in the center of 
Marlboro village. The following list is incomplete, but at various times there could be 
found: two inns, 
a brick school-
house, high school 
classes in the Meet-
inghouse, a carpen-
ter shop, stores, 
an ashery, a tan 
house, shoemakers, 
a blacksmith shop, 
a wheelwright shop, 
a wagon maker, a 
post office, par-
sonages, a doctor 
in residence, a chair 
factory, a town 
pound and in re-
cent years, a museum of the historical society (Marlboro, Vermont, “A Brief History,” 
pages 3 and 4; Internet).    
 
Moses Whitney, son of Samuel Whitney, Jr. (5th Great-Granduncle), while “passing 

from Bennington to Hossie, New York, with a span of 
horses and a loaded wagon, along the banks of the 
Walloomsic, the wagon slid off the icy road, down a 
steep bank. He was thrown from his seat, and so badly 
injured that he survived only 36 hours, and died in 
Hossie, New York, January 19, 1834. His son, Zenas, 
was with him, and rendered every possible assistance for 
his relief, but in vain. He returned to Marlboro with his 
father’s remains, for interment” (The History of the Town 
of Marlborough, Windham County, Vermont, by Rev-
erend Ephraim H. Newton, page 263, compiled 1860). 
Moses and his wife, Berenice Locke (1768-1855; from 

Pelham, Massachusetts), whom he married on May 4, 1789, had nine children: William, 
Russell, Torrey, Stephen, Barnard, Moses, Brittania, Berenice, and Zenas Whitney.        
 
Samuel Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle) and his wife, Phebe Harrington (died March 
12, 1811), are buried in Old Hogback Cemetery in Marlboro, Vermont. To find the 
cemetery go three and a half miles west of the turn to Marlboro off Highway 9. Turn on 
the second left after the Golden Eagle Motel, which is Butterfield Road. Turn left on 
Adams Crossroad and stop short of crossing the brook at the bottom of the hill. The 
cemetery will be on the right on the other side of a stone wall. The wall is difficult to 
see once the foliage has grown in the summer. This cemetery was on the original 
farm of Samuel Whitney “and near his home.” It was used for many years, but aban-
doned because the ground was too wet.       
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Will of John Whitney (10th Great-Grandfather; 1589-1673): “I John Whitney senior of 
Watertowne in ye county of midlesexx being perfect and sound in my memory and 
understanding blessed be god for it: I do declare this to be my last will and testemant In 
maner and form as followeth:1ly I commit my spirit into ye hands of god yt gave it: and 
my body unto the earth from whence it was taken: 2ly I give unto my Son John 
Whitney: my meadow called beeverbrook meadows with yt upland yt doth appertain 
thereunto: and a yoke of oxen: or nine pounds ten shillings: and ten acres of my land 
called devedent and trunke and one pair of sheets and one pair of pillows beers and two 
pewter dishes a great one and a small one and ye bed whereon I lie with all the furniture 
thereunto belonging. 3ly I give unto my son Richard Whitney my ten acres of land 
called devident and two cowes and a great sea chest. 4ly I give unto my son Thomas 
Whitney ten acres of my land called devident and two cowes and a sad colered sute 
namely a payer of breeches and a clse coate and a puter dish. 5ly I give unto my son 
Jonathan Whitney an iron kitle and a great brass skillet. 6ly I give unto my son Joshua 
Whitney twenty acres of my land called devident and a cubbard and a little table and a 
chest and a great kitle and a warming pan and a skillet. 7ly I give unto my son 
Benjamin Whitney the old mare if she live. 8ly My will is yt what of my estate be left 
after all is paid out as ye aboves namely of my moveables yt it be equally devided 
between my execeutors to this my will and testament and I doe desire my loveing 
friend William Bond sen to se yt this my will be performed according to ye true intent 
of it as is aforesaid and doe set to my hand this 3d of Aprill 1673, Ye centerline in ye 
line 24 ye wood devided was don before any subscribing or sealining. The marks of X 
Jon Whitney sen and a seale, In ye presence of us William Bond sen Sarah Bond sen.” 
(Original spelling has been retained.)   
 
Will of Robert Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; about 1598-1659): “In his will dated 
20 April 1658 and proved 27 July 1659, ‘Robert Reynolds now living in Boston’ 
bequeathed to ‘my wife my house with all that appertains unto it with my marsh ground 
at Muddy River with one lot of ground at Long Island so long as she liveth with all my 
household stuff whatever in my house;’ ‘after her decease I have given my house and 
orchard to my son Nathaniell, and to his heirs forever, and if he should die without 
children, or any one child lawfully begotten of his body, then his wife to enjoy the said 
house and orchard so long as she liveth and after her decease to return to my four 
daughters’ children, that is to say, one part to my daughter Ruth Whitney (9th Great-
Grandmother) and to her eldest son, a second part to my daughter Tabitha Abdy and 
her son Mathew Abdy and if he should die to her two daughters either of them alike, a 
third part to my daughter Sarah Mason and her son Robert Mason and if he die to her 
daughter Sarah, and a fourth part to my daughter Mary Sanger and her son Nathaniell 
and if he die to their next child either son or daughter;’ to ‘my daughter Ruth Whitney 
twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Tabitha twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Sarah 
twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Mary twenty pounds;’ ‘for the payment of these 
legacies I have eight acres of marsh land which if my son Nathaniell Reynolds will pay 
twenty pounds in good pay towards this fourscore pound then he to have and enjoy my 
march land;’ reside to ‘my wife,’ she to be executrix; ‘ I join my son Nathaniell 
Reynolds with her to be as helpful to my wife his mother as possibly he can…, and if it 
should please God that I do live so long as any of my estate should be spent, as it is 
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likely it may, I and my wife being stricken in age and are almost past our labor, then for 
every one of them to abate proportionally alike’” (The Great Migration, Volume 6, 
“Robert Reynolds,” by Robert Charles Anderson).   

Robert signed his will. His inventory 
included “Bibles and books” valued at 2 
pounds. Also included were “1 musket, 
sword and bandolier” valued at 2 pounds.    
 
“Robert Reynolds supported Captain 
Robert Keayne (1635, Boston) in one 
or another of the latter’s public disputes. 
As a consequence, in 1653 Keayne 
included in his long and elaborate will 
a bequest to Reynolds: ‘I give unto our 
brother Renolds, shoemaker, senior, twenty shillings as a token of my respect to him, if 
he be living two years after my decease, not forgetting a word that he spoke publicly 
and seasonably in the time of my distress and other men’s vehement opposition against 
me’” (The Great Migration).   

Above: King’s Chapel Burying Ground 
in Boston, Massachusetts, where Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; 
1586-1659) is buried; 2013. It is the old-
est cemetery in Boston. Top right: King’s 
Chapel in 1688. Right: Stone church that 
replaced the wooden building in 1754. 
Lower right: Photochrom of King’s 
Chapel in 1897.      
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Robert Reynolds was appointed Boston sealer of leather on March 9, 1656/1657. His 
inventory included “3 dozen of lasts” valued at 6s, “11 necks of leather” valued at 16s, “3 
sides of sole leather” valued at 2 pounds 11s and “2 sides of upper leather” valued at 2 
pounds 10s.   
 

                                                                   
Although it is stated in this history that Robert 
Reynolds moved for a time to Wethersfield, 

Connecticut, before returning to Boston, the author of The Great Migration believes 
that the original record is incorrect and pertains to John Reynolds of Watertown and 
Wethersfield. If this is correct, then Robert Reynolds lived in Boston from 1634, the 
year he emigrated from England to Boston, to the time of his death in 1659.   
 
Richard Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1624-about 1691) was baptized on January 6, 
1623/1624, at Isleworth, Middlesex, England. His place and date of death are unknown, 
but he was still living on April 7, 1691, when he was freed from training. He came to 
New England with his parents and his brothers on the Elizabeth and Ann from London in 
April 1635. His age was recorded as nine years, although he was eleven. He married 
Martha Colden on January 19, 1650/1651, in Watertown and they lived in Concord, Mas-
sachusetts. Benjamin was admitted a freeman on May 7, 1651, in Watertown. He was a 
proprietor of Stow, Massachusetts, on June 3, 1680. Richard and Martha were the parents 
of eight children: Sarah, Moses, Johanah, Rebecca, Richard, Elisha and Ebenezer Whitney.  

Above and right: St. Mary Aldemary 
in London, England (2010), where 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Grand-
uncle) was baptized on December 10, 
1627. Most of the church was destroy-
ed in the Great Fire of 1666, but was 
reopened in 1682.     
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Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-1719) was baptized at St. Mary Aldemary in London, 
England, on December 10, 1627, and died on September 20, 1719, in Watertown, Massachusetts. He 

came with his parents and brothers on the 
Elizabeth and Ann in 1635, age reported 
as 6 years, but he was actually 7. He 
married Mary Kedell on January 11, 
1654/1655, in Watertown.  
 
“Apparently, both Thomas Whitney, Sr. 
and his son, Thomas Whitney, Jr., served 
in King Philip’s War, although it is not 
clear which records apply to which. On 
October 19, 1675, Thomas Whitney was 
paid 1 pound 10 shillings for service at 
the garrison at Lancaster in King Philip’s 
War. On December 20, 1675, Thomas 
Whitney was paid 1 pound 16 shillings 
for the same. On August 24, 1676, one 
was paid 2 shillings and the other 4 
shillings for service from Watertown” 
(Some of the Descendants of John and 
Elinor Whitney). 
 
On June 25, 1714, Thomas sold to his 
daughter, Martha Whitney, spinster, and 

her brother, Elnathan Whitney, all his real and personal estate, especially his house and ¼ acre 
of ground. He left no probate records. 
 
Thomas and Mary were the parents of eleven children: Thomas, John (died on the day of his 
birth in 1659), John (died four days after his birth in 1660), Eleazer (twin), Elnathan (twin; he 
met with a serious accident and suddenly became insane; he became a town charge three 
months before his death on March 8, 1727/1728; unmarried), Mary (died a year after her 
birth in 1669), Bezaleel, Sarah, Mary, Isaiah and Martha Whitney.  
    
Jonathan Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; c1634-1703) was born about 1634 probably in or near 
London, and died January 1, 1702/1703, in Sherborn, Massachusetts. He came with his parents in 
1635 on the Elizabeth and Ann from London, recorded as aged one year. In April 1653 Jonathan 
took the oath of fidelity in Watertown. He married Lydia Jones (about 1632-1701/1702) on October 
30, 1656, in Watertown. About 1659, his father gave him 39 acres of land, which was situated in the 
little plain in Watertown. On November 7, 1664, Jonathan sold this land for 40 pounds. Jonathan 
Whitney was admitted an inhabitant of Sherborn, Massachusetts in 1679. That year he signed the 
social compact entered into by all the inhabitants. In 1681, he was one of a committee about division 
of common lands and signed an agreement about building a church. He settled near Chestnut 
Brook. His will was dated January 12, 1702, and proved on March 1, 1702/1703.  
 
“Nathan Fisk, Jr. and Jonathan Whitney were chosen to be Watertown’s hogreeves in the year 
1674. Jonathan was charged 12 shillings for his share of the fines of hogs and cattle. He may 

Above: Gravestone of Richard Whitney (1661-1723; son 
of Richard Whitney, 9th Great-Granduncle) in Stow, Mid-
dlesex, Massachusetts. Photograph by Marilyn.   
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have been away at the time, since his service from Watertown in King Philip’s War dated 
from August 24, 1676. He was paid in 1677 for his work on the mill bridge.” 
 
“Jonathan Whitney and his son, John, were witnesses in the attempted rape case of Sam, an Indian. 
On August 30, 1671, Mary Bacon, wife of Daniel Bacon of Cambridge, was returning home with 
her husband on a horse-drawn cart, when they arrived at the river. Mary and Daniel crossed, but 
Mary was in a hurry to get home, so she asked Daniel to wait for the cart, while she went on ahead a 
quarter of a mile to their house. She deposed that ‘when I was gotten within about 20 rods from the 
house, a man coming sudingly behind me claping his hands upon my eyes’ knocked her down and 
flipped her clothing over her head. Pinned to the ground she struggled and called out, nearly 
suffocating, but succeeding in frightening the man away. Although she never actually saw the man 
who attacked her, she named Sam, an Indian, who lived nearby as her assailant. Among the 
deponents who came forward in the case was ‘John Whitney aged about 9 years’ who testified 
that on that day he had been looking for sheep with Sam, son of William, Indian, who soon ran 
up toward an hour after the said Sam came to my father’s house near the bridge foot at Water-
town mill.’ Not long after Sam left, John saw a woman pass by towards Goodman Bacon’s house 
on the highway. He told his father, who also came to testify: ‘Jonathan Whitney aged about 36 
years examined sayth that in sd evening upon ye 30 August after it ye day light was Gone, hee 
being abeute half a mile of hee herd a doleful cry hee supposed a woman’s cry & it twas toward 
ye house of Daniel Bacon as I consseive fromm sd plase wher I was; but who it was yt so cried 
I know not also when he came Hom yt night & hering of the business about Goodman Bacon’s 
wife Asault had examined his sonne John Whitney who then did relate unto me the substance 
of what is contained in his examination taken before Capt Gookin’” (Suffolk File #1050). 
 
“Sam was near the scene of the crime, but no one, not even the victim saw him attempt the 
assault. He was committed to prison” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney, 
by William Whitney, published 1890). 
 
“In 1679 Jonathan became an inhabitant of Sherborn, Massachusetts. With five other men, Jonathan 
Whitney was appointed to lay out highways leading from Sudbury, Sherborne, Marlborough and 
Framingham, and Falls upon the Charles River, ‘soon as may be most convenient for the accom-
modation of travaillers from Towne to town both for men & beast (15 December 1684).’ His 
involvement with the town and colony roads continued to the end of his life, when on December 15, 
1702, the Middlesex Court ordered that Jonathan Whitney Senr be paid for his work in ordering the 
building of a bridge on the way from Natick to Boston at the falls.”  
 
“An Inventory of the Estate of Jonathan Whitney Late of Sherborne Deceasd January 1, 1702/1703 
as it was taken by us whose names are underwritten viz: His wareing apparel, books, money & 
armes 4 pounds, 6 shillings; beds and beding and household ware 11 pounds, 14 shillings; cart, plow 
& other utersills 2 pounds and 12 shillings; one horse cattell and swine 24 pounds and 8 shillings; 
buildings & lands & grain 88 pounds and 16 shillings. Total 131 pounds and 16 shillings. Signed 
Benoni Larned and John Collidg, March 1, 1702/1703” (Middlesex Probate # 24690).    
 
Jonathan and Lydia Jones Whitney had eleven children: Lydia, Jonathan, Anna, John, Josiah, 
Elinor, James, Isaac, Joseph, Abigail and Benjamin Whitney.  
 
Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) “was the first of the family born in America. He 
was one of the earliest settlers, a deacon and original proprietor of Groton, Massachusetts, and dwelt  
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there probably until it was burnt by the Indians, during King Philip’s War, in the spring of 1676. He 
returned to Watertown for a few years and died in 1719. His will was dated April 17, 1713, and 
proved October 5, 1719. He was buried in the old burying ground in Groton. He served as a soldier 
in King Philip’s War with his son, Joshua, Jr.” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
“In 1681, 1683, 1684 and 1687, he was elected one of the selectmen. In 1690 he was 
selected one of the board to arrange matters pertaining to the meeting house; 1684 Joshey 
Whitney eleted constibel; 1690 Joshua Whitney elected a tithing-man; 1685 Joshiway 
Whitney selected at the town meeting as a news newers; 1693 elected overseer of 
highway; 1701 was chairman of the committee to heat the meeting house; and in 1702 
was again elected selectman.” 
 
“Groton, April 22, 1715, at a church meeting, ‘Whereas Deacon Whitney is old, and 
desirous of the choice of another to officiate in his place, and whereas dea. John 
Farnsworth is desirous of a new choice, unless he were more unanimously confirmed, 
the church did thereupon unanimously elect, or make choice of Simon Stone and 
Thomas Tarbele, to officiate as deacons in the church of Groton.’” (Some of the Descen-
dants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
On March 17, 1691/1692, Joshua and his son, Joshua, Jr., recorded as “Joshua Whitting” 
and “Joshua Whitting, Junr.,” were members of the garrison in the West Regiment of 
Middlesex. 
 
Joshua married first Mary Buckminster, widow of Thomas Buckminster. She died on 
March 17, 1671/1672, in Watertown. He married second Abigail Tarbell on September 
30, 1672, in Watertown. Joshua and Mary had three children: Joshua, Sarah and Hannah 
Whitney. Joshua and Abigail had nine children: Abigail, Mary, William, Cornelius, 
David, Eleanor, Sarah, Martha and Elizabeth Whitney.    
 
Benjamin Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1723) was a tailor by trade. He was 
born June 6, 1643, in Watertown and died March 26, 1723, in Sherborn, Massachusetts. 
He married first, Jane, who died on November 14, 1690, in Sherborn. He “of Fram-
ington” married second, Mary Power “of Marlborough,” on April 13, 1696, in Marl-
borough.  
 
“The first record of Benjamin in Maine is in 1662 when he witnessed an agreement of 
John Doves in York. He was at Cocheco, Maine, near Dover in 1667-1668. On April 
13, 1674, the selectmen of York laid out ten acres of upland to Benjamin. His father 
desired that he should return to Watertown, Massachusetts, and settle with him on the 
homestead during his lifetime, promising him his house and barn and all his land about 
his home if Benjamin would do so. This property consisted of about 17 acres, which 
promise John confirmed by deed on April 15, 1670. Benjamin, with the consent of his 
father, sold to his brother Joshua for 40 pounds his right in his father’s estate, ‘the 
mansion house of John Whitney,’ on April 15, 1670. Benjamin did not return to 
Watertown, but continued to reside in York” (Some of the Descendants of John and 
Elinor Whitney). 
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In 1685, Benjamin of York sold to Jonathan Saywood for 10 pounds and 14 shillings, 
“a certain tract and parcel of land which I have improved, possessed and have builded a  
small tenant upon these several years,” which was granted by the town of York in 1680, 
and ten other acres granted by the town of York in 1674. It is probable that his wife 
died about this time and soon after, leaving his young children with relatives of his 
wife, he returned to Watertown and soon located in Sherborn, near the Natick town 
line. He married his second wife in Marlboro in 1695 and lived on land belonging to 
Harvard College, which he leased of Gov. Danforth. In 1718 he received a legacy of 10 
shillings per annum from his nephew, Benjamin, son of his brother Jonathan. He died 
in 1723, having been a resident of York and Cocheco, Maine, and Sherborn, Mas-
sachusetts.   
 
Benjamin and Jane had nine children: Jane, Benjamin, Timothy, Elinor, John, Nathaniel, 
Jonathan, Josiah and Joshua Whitney. Benjamin and Mary Poor Whitney had three 
children: Mark, Isaac and Huldah Whitney.    
 
John Whitney (9th Great-Grandfather; 1620-1692) made an incomplete will on February 
27, 1685. After he died his wife, Ruth Reynolds Whitney (9th Great-Grandmother), 
signed an administration bond at Watertown, Massachusetts, with her mark “RW.” 
Also signing the document were John Whitney’s children: John Whitney and Benjamin 
Whitney (8th Great-Granduncles), who signed with his mark “B.”      
 
John Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1727) was born on September 16, 1643, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, and died on March 4, 1726/1727, in Roxbury, Massachusetts. 
He married Elizabeth Harris on March 4, 1668, in Roxbury. John served in King Philip’s 
War and on August 24, 1676, the town of Roxbury was credited with eighteen shillings 
for his service. On March 30, 1684, John Whitney was received into full communion 
with the church in Roxbury and on May 7, 1684, John was made a freeman. On April 26, 
1695, he was granted Lot 112 of 35 acres in Woodstock, Connecticut, by the town of 
Roxbury. “The name of John Whitney appears in the list of members of the second 
church in Roxbury, when gathered by ‘ye Rev. Nehemiah Walter, Nov. 2d, 1712,’ and 
doubtless, he had previously been a member of the first church in Roxbury.” On 
September 29, 1715, John was granted Lot 30 of 43 acres in Woodstock, Connecticut, by 
the town of Roxbury.  
 
“John Whitney’s house lot, containing nine acres, was situated in that part of Roxbury 
called Jamaica Plain; and lying on the right as you pass up Pond St. to the south part of 
Brookline, which town was called Muddy River until the year 1705.” “Whitney’s lot 
extended back from the street, westerly, to the line separating Roxbury from Brookline. 
The late Major Benjamin Weld of Roxbury, who died in 1852, being then in this 86th 
year, told me, a short time before his decease, that he well remembered the Whitney 
house to have been standing in his boyhood. The old tabernacle has, probably, been 
among the things that were, from 75 to 80 years. Within the last 14 years two hollows, 
marking the places of the cellar and well have been visible; but the plough has since 
passed over, and obliterated all marks of them. The dwelling house of Robert Harris 
stood about six rods over the line into Brookline; and the two houses—Harris and 
Whitney’s—were about ¼ mile apart, following the road that leads into Brookline. In 
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the rear of the spot where the old Whitney mansion stood, the ground descends on a 
gradual slope for several rods to a narrow strip of meadow, through which runs a pleasant 
little brook. Beyond the meadow, the ground rises abruptly to an elevation many feet 
higher than the front of the lot; and still rises, gradually, forming a slope of consid-
erable dimensions, and extending westerly to its boundary on Brookline. All that part of 
Whitney’s, the property came, by purchase, into the possession of the Child Family, 
whose premises it joined, and was them retained until about four years since, when Mr. 
Stephen Child of Boston, lately deceased, sold the lot to Mr. Abel Adams. On the 
elevated plain in the rearward portion of his lot, Mr. Adams has erected a magnificent 
stone edifice, in the Elizabethan style of architecture, which fairly out-gables Haw-
thorne’s Pynchon house.” 
 
John Whitney was a tailor by trade. His will was made in September 1718 and proved 
on March 13, 1726/1727. John and Elizabeth had six children: Elizabeth, John, Ruth, 
Timothy, Daniel and Sarah Whitney.  
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1645-1718) married first John Shattuck (9th 
Great-Granduncle), son of William and Susanna Shattuck (10th Great-Grandparents). 
He was born on February 11, 1646/1647, in Watertown, Massachusetts, and died on 
September 14, 1675, in Watertown, where he “drowned passing the Charlestown ferry.” 
John was in Capt. Beers’ company “at the Squakeag fight (at present Northfield, 
Massachusetts) in King Philip’s War and was one of only sixteen survivors, and 
drowned ten days later (September 14, 1675) while crossing the Charlestown Ferry.” 
John Shattuck’s inventory amounted to 42 pounds and 2 shillings. Ruth married second 
Enoch Lawrence on March 6, 1676/1677, at Watertown. Enoch was a soldier in Capt. 
Nicholas Paige’s company during King Philip’s War from Watertown, for which he 
was credited for 2 pounds on September 3, 1675. Enoch was one of the garrison in the 
West Regiment for Middlesex, and for Groton, on March 17, 1691/1692. He was wound-
ed in a “fight with Indians on July 27, 1694, which almost wholly prevented him from 
manual labor.” Enoch was taxed in the amount of 11 shillings on October 28, 1701, in 
Groton, Massachusetts. 
 
Ruth and John Shattuck had four children: John, Ruth, William and Samuel Shattuck. 
Ruth and Enoch Lawrence also had four children: Nathaniel, Daniel, Zechariah and 
Jeremiah Lawrence.        
 
Samuel Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1648-1731) served in King Philip’s War. On 
October 5, 1675, Boston, he appeared on a payroll of Capt. Henchman’s company. 
Wages 1 pound and 18 shillings. On November 9, 1675, he was paid 4 shillings for 
service at the Garrison in Groton. On December 1675 and January 1676, he served as 
one of Capt. Prentice’s troopers under Capt. Davis. On October 5, 1676, he was paid 19 
shillings for service from Watertown.   
 
Samuel married Mary Bemis on February 16, 1683/1684, in Watertown, Massachusetts, 
and they had one child: Mary Whitney, who was born on September 30, 1689, in Water-
town. She married John Fiske, Jr. and they had four children. Samuel left a will dated 
February 12, 1731, and proved on February 14, 1731, in Watertown.  
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Joseph Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1652-1702) married Martha Beach/Beech on 
January 24, 1674/1675, in Watertown. He took the Oath of Fidelity in December 1677, 

in Watertown. Joseph’s daughter Martha died on October 30, 1702, his son Isaac died 
November 1, 1702, and he himself died November 
4, 1702, which suggests a serious illness in his house-
hold. He and Martha had nine children: Joseph, Martha, 
John, Isaac (died ten days after his birth on March 10, 
1681/1682), Isaac, Benjamin, Abigail, Mary and Sarah 
Whitney.   
 
Sarah Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1654-1720) 
married Daniel Harrington on October 18, 1681, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. He served as a soldier in 
King Philip’s War under Capt. Davenport from November 25, 1675, to December 3, 

Above left: Gravestone of Robert Harrington (1686-1774) son of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-
Grandaunt, in Old Burying Ground in Lexington, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “In / 
Memory / of / Mr. Robert Harrington / Who departed this Life / On February 5th AD / 1774 
AEtatis 89. / This Life’s a dream, an empty show / But the bright world to which I go, / Hath joys 
substantial and sincere, / When shall I wake and find me there.” Top right: Gravestone of 
Nathaniel Livermore, husband of Sarah Harrington (daughter of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-
Grandaunt), in Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: 
“HERE LYES THE / BODY OF NATHANIEL / LIVERMORE / WHO DEPARTED / THIS 
LIFE FEBRUARY / YE 26, 1711/2 IN YE / 27TH YEAR OF HIS AGE.” (2011)    
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1675. He was admitted a freeman on April 18, 1690, in Watertown. Daniel served as a 
selectman of Watertown in 1701, 1702, 1704-1706, 1709-1713, 1718 and 1729. Sarah 
and Daniel had six children: Daniel, Robert, David, Jonathan, Joseph and Sarah Harring-

ton. Both Sarah and Daniel Harrington are buried in 
Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Massachusetts. Both 
of their ancient grave-
stones are still standing 
and in good condition 
(see photographs).  
 
Elizabeth Whitney (8th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1656-

about 1703) married Daniel Warren on December 19, 
1678, in Watertown. He was a selectman of Water-
town in 1682, 1683, 1685, 1688, 1689, 1692-1698, 
and representative from Watertown to the General 
Court on May 28, 1701. They had ten children: Elizabeth, Ruth, Mary, Daniel, Sarah, 
Hannah, Jonas (died young), Jonas, Deliverance and Mary Warren, all born at Watertown.  

Above left: Gravestones of Robert Harrington, his wife, 
Anna (1691-1777) (left), and his daughter, Grace (1710-
1739) (below) in Old Burial Ground, Lexington, Massachu-
setts. Above right: Gravestone of John Cutter (1699-1747) 
(grandson of Richard Cutter, 9th Great-Grandfather) also in 
Lexington, 2011.    
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Benjamin Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1660-about 1748) married Abigail Hagar 
(8th Great-Grandaunt; circa 1665-allegedly 1767), on March 30, 1687, in Watertown, 
daughter of William and Mary Bemis Hagar (9th Great-Grandparents). If the record 
is correct, Abigail was about 102 years old when she died. He served in the French 
war of 1690. Benjamin’s home (six acres) was located on Orchard Street, perhaps 
opposite Hovey Street in Watertown. At the Watertown meetinghouse seating on 
April 24, 1732, “Mr. Benja Whitney” assigned the 4th seat. On June 15, 1741, he 
was assigned the 6th seat, and on June 10, 1748, the “2nd seat in ye front.” (The 
closer the seat to the pulpit the higher the honor in the community.) He and Abigail 
had six children: Abigail, Benjamin, John, David, Ruth and Daniel Whitney; all 
born in Watertown. 
 
Nathaniel Whitney (8th Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) lived to be about 90 years old. 
His wife, Sarah Hagar (8th Great-Grandmother; 1651-1746), was admitted to full com-
munion in the Watertown, Massachusetts, church on May 8, 1687 (Pastor Record Book, 
1686-1819, page 118). Nathaniel’s estate was probated in Weston, Massachusetts, on 
February 1, 1732/1733, and amounted to 422 pounds-18 shillings-4d. 
 
In 1895 Frederick Clifton Pierce wrote in The Descendants of John Whitney, page 28: 
“About five years ago I rode from Cambridge to Weston in search of any relics I could 
find there of the Whitneys, as I knew that my grandfather, Phineas, was born in Weston. I 
found there the farm which had been owned by them through several generations 
down to about ten years previous to the time of my visit. It is not an especially at-
tractive farm, although there are some beautiful prospects to be had for it and the sur-
rounding country. I should suppose it to be a good grazing farm. Some old apple trees 
still remain. It is about a mile and a half from the centre village of Weston, on the 
road to Lexington. On the side hill, and a few rods from the road, is an old cellar and an 
old well, which mark the sight of the first Whitney house, built probably, by Nathaniel 
(8th Great-Grandfather), grandson of John.”    
 
Sarah Whitney (7th Great-Grandaunt; born 1679) married Charles Chadwick on April 
11, 1699, in Watertown. They had three children: Charles, Elizabeth and Abigail Chad-
wick, all born in Watertown.  
 
William Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle; 1683-1720) married Martha Peirce on May 
17, 1706, in Watertown. They had five children: William, Judith, Amity, Martha and 
Samuel Whitney. William and Judith were born in Watertown and their three youngest 
were born in Weston, where they moved by 1708. 
 
Samuel Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle; 1687-1753) was baptized July 17, 1687, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. He had moved to Stratford, Connecticut, by 1710. On 
January 18, 1720/1721, he married Anne Laboree, daughter of Rev. James Laboree. He 
bought land at Woodend in Stratford on March 5, 1735/1736, of Rev. Samuel Johnson 
for 26 pounds. His gravestone in the Old Congregational Burial Ground in Stratford 
bears the inscription: “Here lies buried / the Body of Mr. / SAMUEL WHITNEY / who 
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departed this / Life December ye / 6th 1753, in ye 60th / year of his age.” Samuel and 
Anne had four children: Sarah, Mary, Samuel and Anne Whitney.  
 
Hannah Whitney (7th Great-Grandaunt; 
1689-1768) married Nathaniel Billing 
“of Concord” on October 11, 1708, in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts. They had 
four children, all born in Concord: Thom-
as, Jane, Hannah and Grace Billing. 
 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th Great-Grand-
father; 1675-1730) was admitted to the 
church in Weston on November 20, 
1726. On December 1, 1730, in Weston, 
Massachusetts, his inventory was taken 
amounting to 340 pounds and 10 shillings.   
 
Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1696-1776) married Mary Child 
“of Watertown,” daughter of John and 
Hannah French Child. She was born in 
1699 in Westborough, Massachusetts, and 
died on December 3, 1776, in Westbo-
rough, aged 77 years. Nathaniel and his 
wife Mary were admitted to the church in 
Westborough on January 21, 1728. They 
were the parents of ten children: Ephraim, 
Oliver, Mary, Nathaniel, Anna, Amos, Lucy, Love, Lois and Eli Whitney. All but 
Ephraim (born in Groton, Massachusetts) were born in Westborough. 
 
Sarah Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; 1699-about 1746) was born March 3, 1698/1699, 
in Watertown, Massachusetts, and baptized on June 17, 1711, in Weston, Massachusetts. 
Marriage intentions were published on August 3, 1726, in Weston for her “of Weston” 
and Ephraim Rice “of Worcester.” He was born on September 26, 1693, in Water-
town. She was admitted a church member on June 3, 1722, in Weston. Sarah and 
Ephraim had eight children: Amos, Mercy, Abigail, Ephraim, John, Sarah, Bathsheba 
and Zervilla Rice. All were born in Worcester except Ephraim, John and Sarah, who 
were born at Petersham, Massachusetts, and Zervilla, who was born in Dummerston, 
Vermont, in 1746. Perhaps Sarah died from complications of child birth for she also 
died in 1746.   
 
Elizabeth Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; 1702-1789) was born July 23, 1702, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, and baptized on June 17, 1711 in Weston, Massachusetts. 
She was admitted to the church in Weston on September 3, 1727. Elizabeth married 
Daniel Bigelow (1697-1789) and they were the parents of six children: Daniel, David,  

Above: Monument of Eli Whitney (1740-
1807), son of Nathaniel Whitney, 6th Great-
Granduncle, in Town Center Cemetery, Wor-
cester County, Massachusetts.   
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Above: Monument erected in 1861 to Colonel 
Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790) in Worcester 
Common in downtown Worcester, Massa-
chusetts; 2011. Right: Dedication photograph 
taken on April 19, 1861. Lower right: Old map 
of Charles Town and Boston. Timothy con-
veyed press and types from Boston via Charles 
Town to Worcester in 1775 so that the Mas-
sachusetts Spy could continue to be printed. 

Nathaniel, Elijah, Col. Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790) and Silence Bigelow. All of their 
children were born in Worcester, Massachusetts.   
 

                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

“Colonel Timothy Bigelow 
(1739-1790), son of Elizabeth 
Whitney, was one of the prime 
movers in the provincial cause 
in the Revolutionary war, being 
associated with Warren Otis, 
and other leading spirits. In 
March 1773, he was elected a 
member of the local Committee 

of Correspondence, and continued a member 
until called into active service in April 1775. 
He was active in the organization of the Amer-
ican Political Society in December 1773, com-
p r i s i n g  the 
leading pat-
riots of the 
town, and meet-
ings of the so-

ciety were frequently held at his house. He was an 
influential member of many revolutionary committees. 
Was a delegate from this town at the first and second 
sessions of the Provincial Congress in 1774 and 1775.”     
 
“In the spring of 1775, Mr. Isaiah Thomas, the pub-
lisher of the Massachusetts Spy, printed in Boston, was 
placed by the British authorities on the list of suspicious persons, and his paper was 
proscribed. Joseph Warren and Timothy Bigelow advised his removal with his press and 
types to Worcester. Although an affair of some difficulty and requiring great caution, 
Capt. Bigelow undertook the task, and, selecting a dark night, he with others succeeded 
in conveying the press and types to Barton’s Point, and ferrying them to Charlestown, 
and from thence transporting them to Worcester to the basement of his own house, where 
the press was set up ready for use.”  
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“He organized and commanded the company of minute men which marched from 
Worchester on the alarm at Lexington, April 19, 1775, and on the organization of the 
army at Cambridge was appointed major in the regiment of which Jonathan Ward was 
colonel. He took part in the ill-
fated expedition against Quebec 
in the fall of 1775, was taken 
prisoner and confined nearly a 
year, when he was paroled and 
afterward exchanged, and was 
soon in active service as Lieut. 
Colonel. February 8, 1777, he 
received a commission as colonel, 
and was appointed to the command 
of the 15th Massachusetts regiment 
in the Continental army then form-
ing principally of men from Wor-
cester County. On the completion 
of the regimental organization, he 
marched with his command to join 
the northern army under Gen. 
Schuyler, arriving in season to assist in the capture of Burgoyne by Gen. Gates at 
Saratoga. He was also in service in Rhode Island, Verplanck’s Point, Robinson’s Farms, 
New Jersey, Peekskill, Monmouth, Valley Forge, West Point, and Yorktown. At the 
close of the war he was stationed for a time at West Point, and afterward assigned to the 
command of the arsenal at Springfield. On relinquishing his military duties, he returned 
to Worcester and engaged in his old occupation as a blacksmith. In 1780, he with others 
obtained a grant of 23,040 acres of land in Vermont, upon which he founded a town, 
giving it the name of Montpelier, now the capital of the state. He is described as having 
been a man of fine personal appearance, tall (6’ 2”) and erect, and possessed of a martial 
bearing. He married Anna Andrews, July 7, 1762. In 1861 the remains of Col. Bigelow 
were exhumed, incased in a metallic casket and place in a receptacle beneath the base of 
the monument (located on the Worcester common) erected by his great-grandson, Col. 
Timothy Bigelow Lawrence, of Boston” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor 
Whitney, by William Whitney, published 1890).    
 
Major Bigelow wrote to his wife, Anna, while with General Arnold on his trek to Que-
bec: “October 26, 1775. On that part of the Kennybeck called the Dead River, 95 miles 
above Norridgewock. Dear wife. I am at this time well, but in a dangerous situation, as is 
the whole detachment of the Continental Army with me. We are in a wilderness nearly 
100 miles from any inhabitants, either French or English, and about five days provisions 
on an average on the whole. We are this day sending back the most feeble and some that 
are sick. If the French are our enemies it will go hard for us, for we have no retreat left. 
In that case there will be no alternative between sword and famine. May God in his 
infinite mercy protect you, my more than ever dear wife, and my dear children. Adieu, 
and ever believe me to be your affectionate husband, Timo Bigelow.”  
   
It was on this expedition that Major Bigelow was ordered to the top of the mountain  

Above: Signature of Timothy Bigelow (son of Eliz-
abeth Whitney, 6th Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, 
Daniel Bigelow) in 1776. He was a brave and dedicated 
patriot who served in many battles as an officer. 
Colonel Bigelow commanded the 15th Massachusetts 
regiment in the Continental Army. He served at Sar-
atoga, Monmouth, Valley Forge, West Point and 
Yorktown.       
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near Chaudière Pond, and the headwaters of the Kennebec River, in search of recon-
naissance information on the city of Quebec. He is said to be the first white man to climb 
the mountain and it has been named Mt. Bigelow ever since.  

He soon wrote another letter to his wife: “Chaudier Pond. Oct. 28, 1775. Dear Anna, I 
very much regret my writing my last letter to you, the contents were so gloomy. It is 
true our provisions are short (only five pints of flour to a man and no meat) but we have 
this minute received news that the inhabitants of Canada are all friendly, and very much 
rejoiced at our coming, and a very small number of troops in Quebec. We have had a 
very fatiguing march of it, but I hope it will soon be over. The express is waiting; 
therefore must conclude. I am dear wife, with unlimited affection, your faithful hus-
band. Timo. Bigelow.”              
 
After the war Timothy returned to Worcester where “he found his once impressive 
business and financial status grievously depreciated. Soldiers were paid in Continental 
paper money. Post-war time was hard and this currency no longer held its value. The 
cost of necessities had risen 3,340 percent over pre-war prices. With his can-do spirit he 
set about rebuilding his blacksmith and innkeeper business. But with necessities like  

Above left: Gravestones of Elizabeth Cutter Hall (8th Great-Grandaunt of Richard Martin, 
kneeling beside her monument) and her husband, Nathaniel Hall (above right) in Salem Street 
Burial Ground in Medford, Massachusetts; 2011. The inscriptions on their monuments read: 
“Here lyes ye Body of / Mrs. ELIZABETH HALL / Relick of Mr. NATHANIEL / HALL, who 
Died / Novb ye 17th 1742 in ye / 75th Year of her Age.”[and] “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of Mr. / 
NATHANIEL HALL / Who Died April / ye 14th 1725 in ye 59th / Year of His Age.”  
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shoes costing $40 a pair and the American dollar had not yet been adopted, one could 
only trade with credit. The brawn required of the blacksmith trade had been stripped of 

Timothy by too many years of poor 
nutrition during the war. He was a shell of the man he once was, he faltered, and his 
business failed. His creditors mounted and he found himself so deep in debt, he could 
not see a way out.” 
 
He was sent to the Worcester debtor’s 
prison where he died on March 31, 
1790, at the age of 51. “The friend and 
fellow patriot to whom he had given aid 
in saving his printing press, Isaac 
Thomas, placed only a single line in 
the Massachusetts Spy newspaper, re-
porting Timothy’s death.”   
 
Col. Bigelow’s son, Timothy Bigelow, graduated from Harvard and became a prom-
inent businessman and politician.  
 
Susanna Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; born 1707) had a child out of wedlock by an 
unknown father on December 29, 1732, in Weston, Massachusetts, that she named 

This page: Other views of the graves of 
Elizabeth Cutter Hall (8th Great-Grand-
aunt), her husband, and son, Nathaniel 
Hall (left) in Medford, Massachusetts.   
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Mary Whitney. Mary was baptized on December 13, 1733. Susanna married Abraham 
Gregory on May 31, 1736, in Weston, Massachusetts, where both had previously re-
sided. She was admitted to the church in Weston on April 16, 1737. Susanna and Abra-
ham had six children: Susanna, Elijah, Abijah, 
Ruth, Moses and Patience Gregory. All of 
their children were born in Lexington, Massa-
chusetts, except their oldest, Susanna, who 
was born in Weston.  
 
Solomon Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 
1709-about 1758) was born in Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, where he married Martha Fletcher 
“of Concord” on March 5 or 7, 1731/1732. 
They had nine children: Solomon, Sarah 
(died before two years old), Sarah, Abigail, 
Lois, (died before six years old), Lois, Lucy, 
Martha and Elisha Whitney. All of their 
children were born in Concord except the 
first Sarah and Abigail, who were born in 
Weston, and Martha, who was born in Lin-
coln, Massachusetts.  
 
Ebenezer Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 
c1712-about 1737) married Lydia Goodell on 
February 6, 1733, in Sutton, Massachusetts. 
They had two children: Elizabeth and Ebe-
nezer Whitney. Ebenezer died near his twenty-
fifth birthday.  
 
Joshua Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1713-
1786) was born in Weston, Massachusetts, 
and married Mehitable Wilson on May 21, 
1739/1740, in Spencer, Massachusetts. She was the daughter of Deacon James Wilson, 
Sr. Joshua purchased land of Deacon Wilson in that part of Leicester that was afterward 
incorporated as Spencer. Joshua moved to Stockbridge in 1758. In seating the meeting 
house in 1771 the residents were given seats according to the value of their estates. Of the 
sixty-eight families, Joshua Whitney was the twenty-seventh. He is interred in the old 
Norwich Hill burying ground and his stone reads: “In Memory of / Mr. Joshua Whitney / 
He died 25 June / A. D. 1786 / In the 70 / year of his age. / Death is a debt to nature due, / 
Which I have paid, and so must you. / Weep not for me, dry up you tears. / I must lie here 
till Christ appears.”   
 
Joshua and Mehitable had eleven children: Phineas, Lemuel, Beulah, Elisha, Mary, 
John, Sibbelch, Mehitable, Joshua, Susannah and Molly Whitney. All of their children 
were born in Spencer, Massachusetts.   
 
In his 15th year David Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1716-1754) chose as his guard- 

Above: Gravestone of Jonas Whitney (5th 
Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) in Strongs-
ville Cemetery, Strongsville, Ohio; 2011. 
The town was named for his son-in-law, 
John Strong, its foremost early settler.   
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ian, Abraham Gregory (his father Nathaniel Whitney, 7th Great-Grandfather, had died). 
He married Mehitable Parker on November 17, 1743, in Needham, Massachusetts. 

David was admitted to the church in Weston on May 16, 1736. “He resided nearly all 
of his life in Needham, but died in Natick, Massachusetts.” David and Mehitable had 
five children: Oliver, Mary, Ephraim, John and Mercy Whitney. All of their 
children were born in Natick except their oldest, Oliver, who was born in Needham.  
 
Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather; circa 1710-1788) was admitted to the church in 
Weston on May 31, 1741. His wife, Elizabeth Hastings Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
mother; 1716-1800), was admitted to the church in Weston on January 22, 1738, and 
April 13, 1741. Both moved to the church in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, in August 
1761. Samuel’s will was dated May 2, 1788, yeoman; and mentions his wife Elizabeth, 
and children Samuel, Nathaniel, Jonas, Eliphalet, Lucy, Lydia, Susanna, and Elizabeth 
Mixer and Sally Lyon. The administrator was Asaph Sherman. Samuel Whitney and 

Top left: Rebecca Martin (age 17) beside the monument of Eli Whitney, her cousin, located next 
to Yale University, March 2013. Above left: Broken gravestone of Mary Cutter Sanger (9th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1657-1711) in Woodstock Hill Cemetery (top right) in Woodstock, Con-
necticut. The inscription reads: “HERE LIES THE / BODY OF MARY / SANGER WIFE OF / 
NATHANIEL SANG- / ER AGED 54 DIED / NOVEMBER 19TH / 1711.” Above right: Grave-
stone of her husband, Nathaniel Sanger (1652-1734), 2013.       
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Elizabeth Hastings Whitney of Watertown were married on April 8, 1735, in Water-
town by Rev. Wareham Williams.  

                                                                                                
Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) (his wife was Tamar Houghton, 5th 

Great-Grandaunt; 1754-1831) was “born in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts, and, with his brothers, an 
early settler in Marlboro, Vermont. He was for 
many years a deacon in the Congregational Church. 
When the first town meeting was held in 1775 he 
was elected to office. The Deacon kept the tavern 
down the hill in Marlboro, where the good fathers 
used to go on Sunday during the intermission 
between the morning and afternoon service. Clubs 
of four would call for a ‘mug of toddy’ to moisten 
their bread and cheese. The Deacon mixed it, for 
who could make such excellent toddy as he? The 
large glass, holding a quart, two-thirds full of water, 
was well seasoned with loaf sugar, when it was 
filled up with ‘old Jamaica rum,’ and well mixed 

by an adept use of the ‘toddy stick,’ receiving its finishing touch with a sprinkling of  

This page: Well-preserved 
monuments of Jonathan 
Whitney (1659-1735; son 
of Jonathan Whitney, 9th 
Great-Granduncle) in South 
Burying Place, Concord, 
Massachusetts, and his wife, 
Sarah Hapgood Whitney 
(1672-1746; below), in Old 
Burying Ground, Town-
send, Massachusetts, 2013.    
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grated nutmeg. The four drank out of the same glass, ‘passing it around.’ If there was more than they 
needed they passed it to others, for they were prudent and temperate in all things. A ‘half mug’ 

served for two, and it was seldom that anyone drank alone. As a rule, each one paid his share, 
the business of treating not being popular in the church. This harmless social habit is scouted 
now, though drunkenness at that time was almost unknown. If a young man got so far under 
the influence of strong drink as to lose the proper control of his limbs or his tongue, it brought 
a stigma upon him in the community, from which he rarely recovered. Jonas’ wife was one of 
a family of eleven children, and was the first to die, age 77 years. The youngest of the eleven 
was present at her funeral—his age was 55; he died in Strongsville, Ohio. He resided at 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, Marlboro, Vermont, and Strongsville, Ohio.”   
 
Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather; 1757-1832) was baptized on May 4, 1757, in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts. Marriage intentions were published on June 16, 1776, in Lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts, for him “of Shrewsbury” and Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; 1756-1838) 
“of Lancaster.” They were married on August 12, 1776, in Shrewsbury. Eliphalet’s family was 
listed in the 1790 census in Shrewsbury; 1800 census in Hartland, Windsor County, Vermont; 
1810 census and 1820 census in Morristown, Vermont; and not listed in any 1830 census. 

Above: Monument of Lieutenant Amos Whitney (1705-1770), son of Jonathan Whitney (son 
of Jonathan Whitney, 9th Great-Granduncle) in Old Burying Ground, Townsend, Massachu-
setts. “…A Benefactor While He is dead / On Children Yet Unborn his Gifts descend.”  
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Whitney Pedigree Charts and 
Family Group Sheets 

 

Pedigree Chart #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #3 
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Pedigree Chart #4 
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Eliphalet Whitney 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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Samuel Whitney 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Whitney 
Seventh Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Whitney 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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John Whitney 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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John Whitney 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 
 

John Bemis 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 

 

Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather, Second Family 
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John Bemis 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather—Second Family 
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Samuel Cutter 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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William Hagar 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Reynolds 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 

 

William Robinson 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 

 

John Stalham 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 

 

Robert Reynolds 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Reynolds 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 
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William Robinson 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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Family Cemeteries, Churches, 
Castles and Homes 

    

 
t is sobering to realize that within a short time after we die, virtually all the evidence 
that we ever existed will be gone. For most people, the monument standing over 
their burying place is the only memorial left to show that they ever lived. That is 

why I have included a separate section in this book for cemeteries.   
 
In New England, most people were buried near the church where they worshipped.  
Most of these churches are now gone, but the cemeteries, usually called “burying 
grounds,” still exist. By visiting the cemetery we are close to the place where an 
important part of their life was spent. In Virginia, most people were buried on their 
family farm. Unfortunately, most of these family plots are now gone or almost im-
possible to find. The few that we know of, such as the graveyard at Bremo, located 
southeast of Richmond, Virginia, are special; nearby stood the plantation house, which 
has since crumbled to the earth. In other states our relatives were buried near the 
church, on their farm, or in a community graveyard.   

I 
Above: Old Burying Ground in Lancaster, Massachusetts, which is situated on a hill overlooking 
the Nassau River. The Puritan settlers built their first meetinghouse here, but later moved it to 
a new location. Many important relatives are buried here. This photograph was taken in 1994.  
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Most people have no recognizable gravestone remaining. In poorer or pioneer com-
munities the first graves were often marked by an uninscribed fieldstone. Until about 
1800, most members of the Quaker faith felt it worldly to place anything but a fieldstone 
over the grave. In the 1800s it became fashionable to use white marble for gravestones. 
When first erected they looked like they would last forever, but the porous stone 
weathered easily and today some of these gravestones are impossible to read. In the old 
days, New England slate was the best material for gravestones and that is why the ancient 
burying places in this region are the best in the country. Yet even with this more durable 
stone, most burials no longer have a monument marking the final resting place of the de-
ceased. For example it is known that 6,000 burials were made in the Ancient Burying 
Ground in Hartford, Connecticut, but only 435 gravestones remain. When we can 
identify the burying place of one of our ancestors, it is a special event, because most are 
not known. 
 
As I have visited the graves of our ancestors, I have felt a special spirit. It seems unreal 
that you and I will one day be buried and life as we know it concluded. Our ancestors 
were probably more aware of the shortness of life than we are today. The inscription on 
the 1736 gravestone of my eighth great-granduncle, John Houghton, reads, “As you are 
so were we, As we are so will you be.” Yet, with their acceptance of the reality of death 
they were, for the most part, optimistic about the future. They were people of faith and 
were confident in the resurrection and the immortality of the soul. Most saw death as a 
passageway to a future, higher existence.    
 
With almost all of their homes gone, and only the location of a few of their farms known, 
about the closest that we can get to our ancestors now is to visit their burying places. One 
of my favorite experiences has been to sit under the shade of a tree beside one of my 
relative’s graves and ponder on their lives and life in general. Such contemplation goes 
beyond the trivialness of modern pursuits.   
 
The cemeteries within this section are arranged in alphabetical order beginning with 
Arkansas and ending in Virginia. Some of the most important cemeteries are those in 
Little Rock, Tyro, Monticello and Dallas County, Arkansas, and some of the most 
interesting are those in Connecticut, Massachusetts and Marlboro, Vermont.   
 
Although only a few of our ancestor’s homes are still standing, those that do remain are 
outstanding. The best homes to see are William Phillip’s 1820 home in Larue County, 
Kentucky; Abraham Brown’s 1692 home in Watertown, Massachusetts; William Whit-
ney’s 1710 home in Weston, Massachusetts; and Thomas Buckingham’s 1640 home in 
Milford, Connecticut. Directions to the cemeteries and homes are included in most cases.  
 
In Great Britain churches and castles are also included in the important places to see.  
Ruling families built castles for protection and they often served as their homes. Many 
ancient churches are still standing in England, Scotland and Wales, but few ancestral 
gravestones or monuments remain in the old world. Three major events of a person’s 
life took place in some of these churches: christening, marriage, and burial. Most of the 
churches included in this book are over five hundred years old.   
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Above: Family cemeteries in southern Arkansas. Map courtesy of Rand McNally and Company, 
Copyright  2003.   

  Arkansas  
 

Dallas County, Arkansas 
Hunter’s Chapel Cemetery 

 
Grandparents 
 
Augustus Burnet Smith (1832-1890), Second Great-Grandfather. Mary Evelyn 
Phillips Smith (1840-1890), Second Great-Grandmother. Isaac Cullen Phillips (1800-
1883), Third Great-Grandfather. William Phillips (1773-1860), Fourth Great-Grand-
father. Elizabeth Tinker Phillips (1808-before 1860), Third Great-Grandmother (no original 
gravestone-a monument was erected to honor Elizabeth and her brother, Eliphalet, in 2007).   
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Top: Hunter’s Chapel Church and Cemetery.  Mid-
dle: Site of John B. Phillip’s home. Note the tall 
cedar trees. Above: Patricia Bowles Crocker, 
Mildred Bowles Brooks, Arline Smith, and 
Frances Massey Bowles on the front porch of 
the William Cullen Smith home in June 1973.    

 Great-Grandaunts and 
Granduncles 
 
Elizabeth Judith Smith (1860-1880), 
Great-Grandaunt. Virginia Lee Smith 
Hall (1864-1937), Great-Grandaunt, and 
her husband, John Lewis Hall (1857-1920).  
 

William Cullen Smith (1866-1923), Great- 
Granduncle, and his wife, Nancy Sally 
Rice Smith (1878-1965). Ralph Phillip 
Phillips (1824-1902), Second Great-Grand-
uncle, and his wife, Clarissa Ann Elizabeth 
Nix Phillips (1835-1912). Madison Cullen 
Phillips (1828-1894), Second Great-Grand-
uncle, and his wife, Mary E. Sullenberger 
Phillips (1843-1886). John B. Phillips (1803-
1875), Third Great-Granduncle, and his 
wife, Mary H. Neely Phillips (1811-1893).  
Eliphalet Dewey Tinker (1817-1891), Third 
Great-Granduncle (no original gravestone).   

 
Ancestral Homes in 

Dallas County, 
Arkansas 

 
John B. Phillips (Third Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1803-1875) built a large two-
story southern style home with porch 
columns behind a row of cedar trees.  
The home burned in 1948 and was 
replaced with a white cottage. The 
cottage is still standing and is the home of 
Mary Phillips Key, a direct descendant of 
John Phillips. Her home is located on 
Highway 46 about a mile northwest of 
Highway 9.   
 
Augustus Burnet Smith (Second Great- 
Grandfather; 1832-1890) built a home 
near the junction of the Leola (Highway 
46) and Malvern to Tulip (Highway 

9) road, a few thousand feet from Hunter’s Chapel Cemetery. This home burned in 
1892. In 1910 his son, William Cullen Smith (Great-Granduncle; 1866-1923), built a 
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Top right: Princeton Cemetery. Top left: Home of Mary Ann Smith 
Mallett in Princeton, Arkansas. Above right: Path/road to Redmond 
Smith’s home site located 1.3 miles west of downtown Princeton.  
Above left: Will Smith, a direct descendant of Redmond Smith, 
standing where Redmond’s house once stood and holding a brick 
from the original fireplace in 2002.        

new home. His widow lived in this house until 1965. Then their daughter, Arline Smith, 
occupied it until her death in 1978. The home was torn down in 2000.     
 

Dallas County, Arkansas 
Princeton Cemetery 

 
Redman Rudd Smith (1794-1881), Third Great-Grandfather, 
and his second wife, Rebecca Farrar Smith (1796-
1881), Third Great-Grandaunt. Mary Ann Smith 
Mallett (1825-1915), Second Great-Grandaunt, and 
her husband, George Washington Mallett (1826-1877). 
George Fields Smith (1826-1899), Second Great-Grand-
uncle, and his wife, Susan Dudley Mallett Smith (1834-
1904).  
 

Ancestral 
Homes in 
Princeton, 
Arkansas 

 
Mary Ann Smith  
(Second Great-Grand- 
aunt; 1825-1915) mar-
ried George W. Mal-
lett (1826-1877) in 
Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia, and the next 
year moved to Prince-
ton, Arkansas, where 
they bought a farm. 
The farm had a pure 
stream of clear water 
flowing on it and was 
later called Mallett 
Springs, the name 
by which it is known 
today. Mary and George’s home, built about 1850, is still standing. Their residence is one 
of the few buildings remaining in Princeton. The house is located half a mile down a dirt 
road, about 500 yards northwest of the intersection of Highway 8 and Highway 9 in 
Princeton. The house is now (2001) vacant and completely covered in bushes and trees. 
 
The site of Redmond Rudd Smith’s (Third Great-Grandfather; 1794-1881) home is  
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Above: Family cemeteries in Greater 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Left to right: 
Bryant-Pine Crest Memorial Cemetery, 
Forest Hills Cemetery, Roselawn Ceme-
tery, and Oakland Cemetery. Map cour-
tesy of Rand McNally. Right: Oaklawn 
Cemetery in 2001.  

located 1.3 miles west of Princeton on Highway 8. It is on the north side of the road 
where CR 201 meets Highway 8. Go about four hundred feet beyond the steel gate to 
an old fence. Redmond’s home was located on a small rise about twenty feet to your 

left. A pile of red bricks is all that remains 
of the fireplace. About fifty feet away is 
a black pipe opening to a deep well. 
There are some huge trees on the property.          
        

Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 
Oakland Cemetery 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
William Everard Massey (1840-1910), Second Great-Grandfather (buried on Elysum  
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Above: Gravestone of William E. Massey (2nd 
Great-Grandfather) and his second wife in 
Oakland Cemetery, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Street), and his second wife, Amelia Jane Henderson Massey (1851-1930). John 
William Massey (1875-1946), Great-Grandfather (buried on Oak Street), and his wife, 
Jessie Isaac Smith Massey (1876-1923), Great-Grandmother. 
 
Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
Smith Massey (1911-1918), Great-Grand-
uncle (buried on Oak Street). Nancy 
Virginia Bowles Wooten (1930-present), 
Aunt, and her husband, Thomas Elton 
Wooten (deceased 2001).   

 

Little Rock, Pulaski 
County, Arkansas 

Roselawn Cemetery 
 
Harriet Ophelia Lay Morgan Bowles 
(1839-1913), Second Great-Grandmother 
(buried in Hillcrest Section). Harriet 
was originally buried in Oakland Cem-
etery, but later she was moved to Roselawn. William Whitfield Morgan (1876-1924), 
Great-Granduncle. Norrie Ophelia Morgan Collins (1878-1967), Great-Grandaunt.  

 

Little Rock, Pulaski, Arkansas 
Forest Hills Cemetery 

 
John Bowles (1925-2002), Uncle, and his wife, Maxine Broadway Bowles (1932-
2012).  
 
Forest Hills Cemetery is located on Highway 5 near exit 126 off Interstate 30, southwest 
of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 

Ancestral Home Sites in Little Rock, Arkansas 
 

The home where William E. Massey (Great-Great-Grandfather; 1840-1910) resided 
when he died in 1910 is still (2001) standing. The house was owned by his daughter, 
Lucy Massey Klein and her husband, Charles Klein, and located at 1209 West Second 
Street in downtown Little Rock near the railroad station.   
 
The home of John William Massey (Great-Grandfather; 1875-1946) and later home of 
Thomas Bowles (Grandfather; 1902-1993) and Frances Massey Bowles (Grandmother; 
1904-1974) at 722 Marshall Street is now gone. The house was demolished in the mid-
1970s for a new downtown freeway. The home was located on the southwest corner, 
where the Marshall overpass now crosses Interstate 630.  
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Above: Little Rock railroad station in the 1920s. Below: Old 
Stone Mill in North Little Rock; site dates from 1835.   

 

John William Massey’s first home after his marriage to Jessie Smith (Great-Grand-
mother; 1876-1923), was at 1115 West Fourth Street (1904-1912). His second was 
located at 722 Marshall Street (1913-after 1922) that he sold to his daughter. His last 
home was at 404 Cedar (1946). The first two homes are now gone. The site of his first 
home is now (1999) a Fox Television Studio.  
 

The home of Thomas Bowles 
(1902-1993) and Frances 
Massey Bowles (1904-1974) 
at 4123 Shackelford Road 
(1942-1980) is still standing 
and in good repair. John 
“Buddy” Bowles (Uncle) 
now (1999) owns the home.       
 
Lucy Massey Klein (Great- 
Grandaunt; 1867-1948) 
lived at 904 North Street 
(1889-1894), 410 Cross (1895-
1898), 412 Cross (1898), 
200 Cross (1899), 202 Cross 
(1900-1905), 1209 West 2nd 
Street (1905-1913), 205 North 

May (1914-1916), 205 North Woodrow (1917-1918) and 328 Charles Street (1920-
1948). Lucy was living at 328 Charles Street 
when she died in 1948. The homes located at 
1209 West 2nd Street, 205 North Woodrow 
and 328 Charles Street are still standing (1999).   
 
Walter I. Bowles (Great-Grandfather; 1853-
1937) lived in a number of homes in Little 
Rock. His first home was at 918 Allis Street 
(1921-1925), second residence at 1316 South 
Woodrow (1926-1927), and his last three 
homes were all on High Street: 3209 High 
Street (1928-1929), 3200 High Street (1930-
1935) and 3201 High Street (1936-1940), 
where Walter Bowles died in 1937. In 1940, 
most of the Bowles family moved to Los 
Angeles, California. All four homes were still 
standing in 1998, but the 3200 High Street 
home was destroyed by a tornado in January 
1999.     
 
Virginia Lee Smith (Great-Grandaunt) lived at 311 North Street (1907), 802 North 
Street (1908-1915) and 912 Allis (1922-1925).    
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Above left: Gravestone of Vallerie Bowles (Great-Aunt) in Oakland Cemetery. Above right: Oak-
land Cemetery, Monticello, Arkansas, in 2002.     

 

Norrie Ophelia Morgan (Great-Grandaunt) lived at 923 Arch (1899-1901), 2100 Main 
(1902-1905), 811 Victory (1910), 902 West 3rd Street (1911-1913) and 912 Allis (1914-1915).       
 

Malvern, Arkansas 
Oakridge Cemetery 

 

Edna Pearl Smith Noble (1878-1922), Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Fielden 
Henry Noble (1873-1905).  
 
Oakridge Cemetery is located on Highway 270 about two miles east of downtown 
Malvern, Arkansas. 
 

Monticello, Arkansas 
Oakland Cemetery 

 
Thomas Holland Bowles (1902-1993), Grandfather. Frances Ewell Massey Bowles 
(1904-1974), Grandmother. Walter Ivanhoe Bowles (1853-1937), Great-Grandfather. 
Vallerie Bowles (1900-1901), Great-Aunt. Euzel Bowles (1907-1908), Great-Uncle (no gravestone).  
 
Thomas Holland Bowles (Grandfather) is buried a few hundred feet from the home 
in which he was born in 1902. The house is no longer standing.   
 
Oakland Cemetery is located about three miles south of downtown Monticello on 
Highway 83 or Highway 425.   
                                

Bryant, Arkansas 
Pine Crest Memorial Park Cemetery 

7401 Highway 5 North (501) 847-0265 
 

Hester Ann Bowles Carraway (1894-1969), Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Walter 
Martin Carraway. 



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3608

Top left: Location of the grave of Hester 
Bowles Carraway (Great-Grandaunt) in 
Pine Crest Cemetery. Above: Gravestone 
of William Jackson Bowles (2nd Great- 
Grandfather) in Tyro Cemetery. The in-
scription reads, “WM. J. BOWLES / 
BORN / Nov. 13, 1819 / DIED / Oct. 15, 
1887.”    

Pine Crest Cemetery is located halfway between County Line Road and Reynolds 
Road on 5 North in Bryant near Little Rock, Arkansas. There is a monument stating 

that the cemetery is located at the geo-
graphic center of Arkansas. Hester Bow-
les Carraway is buried in Section 6, Lot 
166, Space 2. 
 

Tyro, Lincoln County, 
Arkansas 
Tyro Cemetery 

 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
William Jackson Bowles (1819-1887), Second 
Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Anna 
Maria Rogers Bowles (1814-1881), Second 
Great-Grandmother. George Whitfield Morgan 
(1825-1879), Second Great-Grandfather.  
 

Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
Jane C. Bowles (1855-1871), Great-Grand- 
aunt. Walter Ivanhoe Bowles, Jr. (1888-1898), 
Great-Uncle. William Andrew Bowles (1843-
1883), Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Sarah 
A. Thompson Bowles (1854-1886). John 
Jackson Bowles (1841-1899), Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Ella Nuckols Bowles (1842-
1924). Patsy A. Bowles Irwin (1845-1894), 
Great-Grandaunt and her first husband, 
Matthew Collins (1841-1885); and her second 
husband, Robert Irwin (1845-1905). Maria 
Cordelia Bowles Nuckols (1848-1883), Great- 
Grandaunt, and her husband, Alonzo Broaddus 
Nuckols (1848-1917). Joseph T. Morgan (1867-
1885), Great-Granduncle. William Henry 
Lay (1843-1882), Second Great-Granduncle, and 
his wife, Frances A. Wilkerson Lay (1847-1925).  
 
Tyro Cemetery is located off Highway 83 in the small town of Tyro, midway between 
Monticello and Dumas, Arkansas.   
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Top: Family cemeteries in southern California. Left to 
right: Glendale-Forest Lawn Cemetery, and Whittier-
Rosehill Cemetery, and San Diego-Greenwood Cem-
etery. Above: Gravestone of Anna Morgan Bowles (Great-
Grandmother) in Greenwood Cemetery in San Diego, 
California. Map courtesy of Rand McNally.     

California 
  

San Diego, 
California 

Greenwood Cemetery  
 (619) 264-3131 

                                                                                                      
Anna Morgan Bowles (1869-1955), 
Great-Grandmother (her funeral 
took place at 1316 Whittier Blvd., 
Montebello, Zeller and Flanagan, 
Mortuary). Jessie Bowles Sontgerathe 
(3 Jul 1896-5 Mar 1990), Great-Grand- 
aunt, and her husband, Joseph 
Francis Sontgerathe (29 Aug 1890-
19 May 1974). Hallie Bowles 
(1891-11 Nov 1982), Great-Grand- 
aunt. 
 
Greenwood Cemetery is located 
on 4300 Imperial Avenue off Highway 
805 in San Diego near National 
City. Anna is buried in section Lily 
Lake Lawn in Lot 220. Joseph is 
buried in Grave 1, Jessie in Grave 

2, Anna in Grave 3, and Hallie 
in Grave 4 of Lot 220. As you 
come into the park through 
the main gate, turn left and 
pass in front of the office/chapel.  
Go right and you will see the 
sign: “Lily Lake Lawn.”       

 
Glendale, 
California 

Forest Lawn Cemetery 
(800) 204-3131 

 
Dewey Bowles Taylor (1898-
13 Feb 1975), Great-Grand- 
aunt, and her husband, George 
Washington Taylor (died 27 
Jul 1942).  
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Above: Map of Greenwood Memorial Park, showing the 
location of the graves of Anna Bowles (Great-Grandmother), 
Hallie Bowles (Great-Grandaunt) and Jessie Bowles Sont-
gerathe (Great-Grandaunt).   

 

Forest Lawn Cemetery is located on 1712 South Glendale Ave, off Freeway 5, in 
Glendale, California. Dewey and George are buried in Lot 6548, Spaces 1 and 2, in 
Graceland. They are on the eighth row about two hundred feet from the left.   

 

Whittier, 
California 

Rosehill Cemetery 
(562) 699-0921 

 
Norrie Ophelia Bowles Cra-
ven (1904-2002), Great-Grand- 
aunt. (Norrie’s husband, 
William McKinley Craven, 
was buried at sea. The Neptune 
Society spread his ashes on 
the Pacific Ocean.) Jeanne 
Bowles Grace (1909-2006), 
Great-Grandaunt, and her 
husband, Glyde Alfred Grace 
(9 Feb 1908-10 Nov 1988). 
 
 Rosehill Cemetery, the lar-

gest cemetery in the United States, is located at 3888 South Workman Mill Road, off 
Freeway 605, two exits south of the 60 Pomoma Freeway, in Whittier, California. Glyde 
is buried in Vista Lawn, Lot 7642, Grave 1 and Jeanne is buried next to him (curb number 
6138, fifteen rows down and sixteen spaces to the left). Norrie was buried in Twilight 
Terrace, Lot 844, Grave 1 or 2 (curb number 744, one row down). Both plots are located 
in the older section of Rosehill. Go through Gate 17.           

 

Home in Pico Rivera, California 
 
Jeanne Bowles (Great-Grandaunt; 1909-2006) and her husband, Glyde Grace, bought a 
home at 5341 Kilgarry Ave. (located off Highway 605, three blocks south of Whittier 
Ave., between Passons and Rosemead) in the late 1940s. Jeanne lived in this home for over 
fifty years until she sold it in 2003. She passed away on June 10, 2006, at the age of ninety-seven.            
 

Connecticut  
 

Clinton, Connecticut 
Indian River Cemetery 

 
Edward Griswold (1607-1691), Ninth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Margaret Diamond 
Griswold (1620-1670), Ninth Great-Grandmother. John Griswold (1652-1717), Eighth Great-Granduncle.   
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Above: Family cemeteries and home in eastern Connecticut: East Norwalk Cemetery, 
Milford Founder’s Cemetery and Thomas Buckingham home, and Hartford Ancient 
Burying Ground. Map courtesy of Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.     

The gravestones are located near the corner of Pierson Avenue and Hurd by the main-
tenance building. The gravestones face the Indian River.  
 

Hartford, Connecticut 
Ancient Burying Ground 

 
Thomas Hosmer (1603-1687), Ninth Great-Grandfather (Commemorative Stone). Frances 
Bushnell Hosmer (1602-1675), Ninth Great-Grandmother. John Tinker (1615-1662), Ninth 
Great-Grandfather (no gravestone). Deacon Stephen Hosmer (1645-1693), Eighth Great-
Granduncle. Robert Chapman (1646-1711), husband of Sarah Griswold, Seventh Great-Grandaunt.  
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Above: Gravestone of Frances Hosmer (from 1675) and commem-
orative monument to Thomas Hosmer (9th Great-Grandparents) in 
the Ancient Burying Ground in Hartford, Connecticut. Thomas is 
buried in Northampton, Massachusetts.   

 Of the original 6,000 
graves, only 435 grave-
stones still stand. 
 
The names of Thomas 
Hosmer, Ninth Great- 
Grandfather, Matthew 
Marvin, Ninth Great- 
Grandfather, and Robert 
Reynolds, Tenth Great- 
Grandfather, are inscribed 
on the Founders Monu-
ment located in the An-
cient Burying Ground.   
 
Thomas Hosmer’s home 
lot was located on the 
edge of South Meadow, 
not far from the south 
end of Governor Street. 
  

Old Lyme, 
Connecticut 

 Duck River Cemetery 
 
Samuel Tinker (1659-1733), Eighth Great- 
Grandfather. Samuel Tinker, Jr. (1697-
1755), Seventh Great-Granduncle (buried 
beside his father). Reinold Marvin (died 
1676), son of Reinold Marvin, Ninth 
Great-Granduncle (buried here, but no  
gravestone).     
 
Duck River Cemetery is located five or 
six blocks down the street from the 
Congregational Church in the center of 
Old Lyme.   
 

Old Lyme  
Old Meeting House Hill 

Cemetery 
 

Rhonda Tinker Smith (1697-1776), Seventh 
Great-Grandaunt, and husband, Josiah 

Middle: Duck River Cemetery and Old Meet-
ing House Hill Cemetery (above) in Old Lyme, 
Connecticut, in 2001/2002.        
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Above: Milford Founder’s Cemetery. 

 

Smith (1696-1769). Old Meeting House Cemetery is located across the street from the 
Lyme Country Club.    
 

Home of Amos Tinker 
Eighth Great-Granduncle 

 
The home of Amos Tinker (1657-1730), 
built about 1700, is the oldest home in 
Old Lyme. It faces the Congregational 
Church at the northeast corner of Shore 
Road in the center of Old Lyme.   

 

Milford, Connecticut 
Milford Founder’s Cemetery 

Milford Memorial Bridge 
 

Hannah Buckingham (about 1610-
1646), Ninth Great-Grandmother. (The 
inscription on her gravestone reads, “H 
B.” This is one of the oldest [1646] 
gravestones in America. The oldest 
gravestone in Connecticut dates from 
1644.) Thomas Buckingham (about 
1606-1657), Ninth Great-Grandfather 
(possibly buried here, but he was on 
business in Boston, Massachusetts, 
when he died, so may have been buried 
there). Hannah Buckingham Welch, 
Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Daniel Buck-
ingham (1636-1712), Eighth Great- 

Granduncle. Samuel Buckingham (1640-1699/1700), Eighth Great-Granduncle. Gideon 
Buckingham (died June 1, 1719) is buried next to Daniel Buckingham, Eighth Great-
Granduncle.   
 
The names of Thomas and Hannah Buckingham are prominently inscribed on the 
Milford Memorial Bridge, erected in 1889.  
 

Ancestral Home in Milford, Connecticut 
 
Thomas Buckingham’s (Ninth Great-Grandfather) home was located on a lot adjoin-
ing the east palisade with Governors Avenue on one side. The original house built in 
1639/1641 is still standing on 321 North Street in Milford, Connecticut. This is one of 
the oldest homes in America.   

Above: Home of Amos Tinker (8th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Old Lyme, Connecticut. The oldest 
home in Old Lyme, it was built around 1700. 
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Top: Ancientest Burying Ground in New London. 
Middle: East Norwalk Cemetery. Above: Mason 
Cemetery in Norwich.   

 

 

New Haven, Connecticut 
 

Site of the home of Thomas Buckingham (about 1606-1657), Ninth Great-Grandfather, 
at the corner of College and George Street. The first worship service in New Haven was 
held on his lot in 1638. There was a granite tablet commemorating the event. His lot is 
now an office building and parking lot in downtown New Haven.   
 

New London, 
Connecticut 

Ancientest Burying Ground 
 
Amos Tinker (1657-1730), Eighth 
Great-Granduncle (no gravestone for 
Amos exists). His wife was Sarah 
Durant, Eighth Great-Grandaunt, the 
daughter of George and Elizabeth Du-
rant, Ninth Great-Grandparents. 
 

Norwalk, 
Connecticut 

East Norwalk Cemetery 
 

Matthew Marvin (1600-1678), Ninth 
Great-Grandfather (no gravestone re-
mains, but his name is on the founder’s 
monument). Rev. Stephen Buckingham 
(1675-1745), Seventh Great-Granduncle. 
Rev. Jedediah Buckingham (1694-
1720), Sixth Great-Granduncle. 

 

Norwich, 
Connecticut 
Mason Cemetery 

Norwich’s Oldest Cemetery 
 

There is not a single gravestone or 
even a fieldstone remaining in Mason 
Cemetery for anyone buried there. The 
only monument is the Founders Monu-
ment erected to the memory of the 
founders of Norwich. Four of my an-
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cestors are listed: Lt. Thomas Tracy, (possible) Ninth Great-Grandfather; Simon 
Huntington (1629-1706), Eighth Great-Grandfather; Francis Griswold (1635-1671), 
Eighth Great- Grandfather; and Capt. John Tracy, (possible) Eight Great-Granduncle.  

Norwich, Connecticut 
Old Norwichtown Cemetery 

40 East Town Street 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Deacon Thomas Adgate (1620-1707), Eighth Great-Grandfather (second oldest 
gravestone in the cemetery), and his wife, Mary Marvin Adgate (1628-1713), Eighth  

Above: Family cemeteries and homes in western Connecticut. Map courtesy of Rand 
McNally, Copyright  2003.   
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Above: Old Norwichtown Cemetery. Left: The two oldest 
gravestones in Old Norwichtown Cemetery. Below: View 
of Old Norwichtown and the village green.   

 

Great-Grandmother. Deacon Simon Huntington (1629-1706), Eighth Great-Grand-
father (oldest gravestone in the cemetery), and his wife, Sarah Clark Huntington 
(1633-1721), Eighth Great-Grandmother.  
 

Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 

Abigail Adgate Tracy (1661-1711), Seventh Great-Grandaunt. Deacon Thomas 
Adgate (1670-1760), Seventh Great-Granduncle. Captain Samuel Griswold (1629-

1706), Seventh Great-Granduncle, and his second wife, 
Hannah Backus Griswold (1675-1752). Mary Griswold Tracy (1656-1711), Seventh 
Great-Grandaunt (possibly buried in Preston, Connecticut, instead). Deacon Simon 
Huntington (1659-1736), Seventh Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Lydia Cager Hunt-
ington (1663-1737). Daniel Huntington (1675-1741), Seventh Great-Granduncle, and 
his wife, Abigail Bingham Huntington 
(1676-1741). Ensign James Hunting-
ton (1680-1729), Seventh Great-Grand-
uncle, and his wife, Priscilla Miller Hunt-
ington (1675-1742/1743). Dr. Solomon 
Tracy (1650-1732), husband of Mary 
Huntington. Elizabeth Rockwell Hunting-
ton, wife of Jonathan Huntington, Sixth 
Great-Granduncle. Anna Denison Hunt-
ington, wife of Solomon Huntington, 
Fifth Great-Granduncle. Deacon Chris-
topher Huntington (1660-1735), husband 
of Sarah Adgate, Seventh Great-Grandaunt. (Christopher was the first born male in the 
town of Norwich.) Lucy Adgate (died in 1718 at the age of four).  
 

Old Norwichtown Cemetery is located behind the village common. It is part of the 
original settlement, located north of modern Norwich.     
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Top right: The 1688 home of Simon Huntington.   
Above: Home of Samuel Huntington (son of Na-
thaniel Huntington, 6th Great-Granduncle), signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. Right: Home 
of General Bradford Huntington (cousin), original-
ly built about 1660. All three homes are located a 
few hundred feet apart in Old Norwichtown.      

Norwich (Old Norwichtown), Connecticut 
Ancestral Homes 

 
The home of Simon Huntington (1659-1736), 
Seventh Great-Granduncle, is located on the old 
village green or common at 2 Elm Avenue, 
Norwich, Connecticut, 06360. The current owner 
(1999) is Mrs. Patty Bell. The home was built in 
1688 and served as a tavern in 1706. The red 
saltbox home is in excellent condition.  

The home of Samuel Huntington (son of Nathaniel Huntington, Sixth Great-Grand-
uncle) is located on the north side of Old Norwichtown Cemetery. Samuel was a signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
The home of General Bradford Huntington (1659-1691) still stands in Old Norwich-
town.  
 

Old Saybrook, Connecticut 
Cypress Cemetery 

 

Great-Grandparents 
 
Rev. Thomas Buckingham (1646-1709), Eighth Great-Grandfather. Hester Hosmer 
Buckingham (1646-1702), Eighth Great-Grandmother. Thomas Buckingham (1670-
1739), Seventh Great-Grandfather. (The inscription on his gravestone reads: “Died Sept. 
12, 1739, ae 69.”) 
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Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
Daniel Buckingham (1672-1725), Seventh Great-Granduncle. Temperance Bucking-
ham Kirkland (1672-1725), Seventh Great-Grandaunt. Anne Buckingham Doty (1687-

1745), Seventh Great-Grandaunt. 
Possibly: John Clark (1625-1716?), 
Eighth Great-Granduncle (grave-
stone reads: “John Clark son of 
John and Sarah died 1716”). 
Matthew Griswold (1597-1698), 
Ninth Great-Granduncle. (A 
stonemason by trade; he made 
Lady Fenwick’s tombstone in 
1648 that is in the front of the 
cemetery. He lived across the 
river in Lyme, Connecticut. His 
gravestone no longer exists.) 

 
The home of Joseph Buckingham (Sixth 
Great-Granduncle), built in 1731, is still 
standing in excellent condition across the 
street from 365 Main Street in Old Say-
brook. There is a sign on the front of the 
house that reads, “Buckingham 1671,” but 
this is probably incorrect.    
 
Rev. Thomas Buckingham’s (Eighth 
Great-Grandfather) home faced the village 
green and was not far from the fort and 
training grounds. 
 
The home of Daniel Buckingham (Grandson 
of Daniel Buckingham, Seventh Great-Grand-
uncle) was moved from Old Saybrook to Mystic 
Seaport, Connecticut, and completely restored.      
 

Poquonock, 
Connecticut 

Farm of Edward Griswold, Ninth 
Great-Grandfather 

 
Edward Griswold (1607-1690), Ninth 
Great-Grandfather, lived in Poquonock for 
about twenty-one years, from 1642 until 
1663. His home was the outpost of the 

 

Top left: Cypress Cemetery in Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut. Middle: Home of Joseph Buck-
ingham. Above: Back view of the Daniel Buck-
ingham home that was moved to Mystic Sea-
port. This part of the home dates from the 
1600s and may have been owned by Rev. 
Thomas Buckingham.     
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colony, standing near the highway at the top of the hill, where he owned 29.5 acres 
bounded mostly south and west by Stony Brook and east by the Tunxis River. 
 
Edward Griswold was buried in Indian River Cemetery in Clinton, Connecticut.  
 

Scotland, Connecticut 
Scotland Cemetery 

 
Nathaniel Huntington (1691-1767), Sixth 
Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Mehitable 
Thurston Huntington (1700-1781).    
 
Scotland Cemetery is located on Highway 
97 about two miles south of Scotland.  
Nathaniel’s grave is located on top of the 
hill on the northern side.   
 
The home of Nathaniel Huntington stands 
about a mile west of downtown Scotland 
on the north side of Highway 14. The 
home is being restored as a museum to 
Nathaniel’s son, Samuel Huntington, sign-
er of the Declaration of Independence.    
 

Windham, Connecticut 
Windham Cemetery 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Solomon Huntington (1700-1752), Sixth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Mary 
Buckingham Huntington (1705-1778), Sixth Great-Grandmother. Deacon Joseph 
Huntington (1661-1747), Seventh Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Rebecca Adgate 
Huntington (1666-1748), Seventh Great-Grandmother (probably buried here). 
 
Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
John Huntington (1712-1717). Solomon Huntington (1737-1809), Fifth Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Anna Denison Huntington. Joseph Huntington (1687-1783), 
Sixth Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Elizabeth Ripley Huntington (1691-1774).  
Jonathan Huntington (1695-1778), Sixth Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Elizabeth 
Rockwell Huntington (1691-1774). Susannah Huntington Griswold (1667-1727), first 
wife of Captain Samuel Griswold, Seventh Great-Granduncle. Jonathan Crane (1658-
1735), husband of Deborah Griswold, Seventh Great-Grandaunt. Captain Nehemiah 
Tinker (1740-1783), Fifth Great-Granduncle.  

 

Top: Scotland Cemetery. Above: Home of 
Nathaniel Huntington in Scotland, Connect-
icut.    
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Above: Sarah Martin, eighth great-grand-
daughter of Joseph Huntington, in Wind-
ham Cemetery; 1997. Left: Gravestone of 
Joseph Huntington in Windham Cem-
etery. Below: Family cemeteries and home 
in Larue County, Kentucky.       

 

Windham Cemetery is located about 
two miles south of Windham on High-
way 203. 

Kentucky 
 

Eagle Mills 
Community in 
Larue County, 

Kentucky 
Combs Family Burying 

Ground 
 
Nancy Henderson Phillips (1775-
1852), Fourth Great-Grandmother. 
(Part of her gravestone still exist-
ed about fifty years ago, but is 
now gone. A new monument was 
erected in 2008; the back lists her 
children.) To visit the cemetery 
go five miles east of Sonora on 
Highway 84 and turn left on 
Highway 222. Continue about two miles to Combs, which is located next to some large 
metal farm buildings. Jane Williams Phillips (1823-1860), wife of Philip Phillips, Third 
Great-Granduncle, is also buried in Combs. Louisa Phillips (1815-1877), second wife 
of Philip Phillips, is buried in Big Spring Cemetery, located near Combs.  
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Larue County, 
Kentucky 

Nolynn Baptist Church 
Cemetery 

 

Josiah Phillips (1808-1884), Third 
Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Sarah 
Caroline Morrison (1812-1880).  
 
Nolynn Cemetery is located about five 
miles from Sonora. Travel east from Sonora 
on Highway 84 and turn left on Highway 
222. The cemetery will be on your right.   
 

Home of William 
Phillips in Larue 

County, Kentucky 
 

The home of William Phillips (1773-1860), Fourth Great-Grandfather, built in 1820, is 
located on Highway 84 East about three and a half miles from Interstate 65. Highway 84 
is the Sonora, Kentucky, road that you would travel if you were on your way to Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthplace. The red brick home sits on top of a hill next to the Nolynn River. 

 

 

Top right: Combs Family Burying Ground. Left:  
Gravestone of Jane Phillips in Combs. Middle: 
Nolynn Baptist Church Cemetery. Above: Home 
and descendants of William Phillips.   
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Above: Family cemeteries and homes in eastern Massachusetts. Map courtesy of Rand 
McNally, Copyright  2003.   

Massachusetts  
 

Arlington, Massachusetts 
Arlington Old Burying Ground 

 
Gershom Cutter (1653-1738), Eighth Great-Granduncle (two-thirds of the gravestone 
remains). 
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Top left: Gravestone of Gershom Cutter in Ar-
lington Old Burying Ground. Top right: King’s 
Chapel Burying Ground. Above: Old Burying 
Ground in Cambridge, next to Harvard. 

 

The cemetery is located near the corner of 
Pleasant Street and Massachusetts Avenue, 
south of Arlington Town Hall.  
 
William Cutter, Eighth Great-Granduncle, liv-
ed on Mill St. near Massachusetts Avenue, 
which is just a few blocks from the ceme-
tery. The pond is gone, but the stream is still 
there, although now paved.     
  

There is a home at 1146 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Arlington with a sign that 
reads, “Gershom Cutter 1803.” This is 
probably the home of a grandson of Ger-
shom with the same name, but it could 
also be that of Gershom Cutter, our 
Eighth Great-Granduncle. The date may 
mean that the home was restored in 1803.     

 

Boston, 
Massachusetts 

King’s Chapel Burying Ground  
 
Robert Reynolds (1585-1659), Tenth 
Great-Grandfather (no gravestone), and his 
wife, Mary Pulleyne Reynolds (about 
1600-1663), Tenth Great-Grandmother (no 
gravestone). Robert was a landowner in 
Boston in 1643, when there were only 
about 200 persons living there. Benjamin 
Franklin was born behind his house in 1706.                        
 
King’s Chapel is located in downtown Boston, and is the oldest cemetery in the city.   

 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Old Burying Ground 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Richard Cutter (1621-1693), Ninth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Elizabeth Cutter 
(1620-1662), Ninth Great-Grandmother. (Elizabeth’s gravestone is one of Massachusetts’ 
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Above: Old Burying Ground in Groton, Massachusetts.  
Joshua Whitney’s gravestone is in the foreground. 

oldest and the second oldest in Cambridge.) Elizabeth Leatherhead Cutter (1580-1664), 
Tenth Great-Grandmother (Elizabeth is buried here, but her gravestone no longer exists.) 
 

Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
Nathaniel Cutter (1663), Eighth Great-Granduncle (Nathaniel is buried here, but his 
grave has not been located), and his wife, Mary Cutter (died March 14, 1714, aged 51). 
Barbara Cutter Crolet (1609-1687), Ninth Great-Grandaunt. Mary Fillebrown Cutter 
(1662-1713/1714), wife of Nathaniel Cutter, Eighth Great-Granduncle. William Cutter 
(1649-1723), Eighth Great-Granduncle. Elizabeth Brigham Robinson, wife of Samuel 
Robinson, Seventh Great-Granduncle. Sarah Robinson (died July 19, 1709, aged 22 
years) wife of Samuel Robinson, Seventh Great-Granduncle.  
 
The Old Burying Ground is located across the street from Harvard University on Mas-
sachusetts Avenue.   
 
The home of Thomas Hosmer, Ninth Great-Grandfather, was located on the south side 
of Brattle Street in 1635. Thomas did not live in Cambridge for long before he moved 
to Hartford, Connecticut.  
 

Groton, Massachusetts 
The Old Burying Ground 

 
Joshua Whitney (1635-1719), 
Eighth Great-Granduncle  
(probably the oldest Whitney 
gravestone in America). Lydia 
Brown Larkin (1632/1633), 
Ninth Great-Grandaunt.   
 

Hatfield, 
Massachusetts 

Hatfield Cemetery 
 
Benjamin Hastings (1659-1711), 
Eighth Great-Granduncle 
(probably buried here—died 
in Hatfield in 1711).      
 

Boylston, Massachusetts 
Old Burying Ground 

 
Elizabeth Bennett Houghton (1698-1746) Seventh Great-Grandmother. Benjamin  
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Hiram Houghton (1733-1745), Sixth 
Great-Granduncle. Benjamin Hough- 
ton (1768-1837), Fifth Great-Grand-
uncle, his wife and six children. 
 
The Old Burying Ground is located 
in the center of Boylston. 

  

Lancaster, 
Massachusetts 
Old Burying Ground 
or “Ye Old Settlers 

Burial Field” 
 

Great-Grandparents 
 
Samuel Bennett (1665-1742), 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
(excellent gravestone). John 
Houghton (1624-1684), Ninth 
Great-Grandfather (oldest burial 
in Lancaster). Richard Linton 
(1585/1590-1665) and Eliza-
beth (died 1674), Eleventh Great-
Grandparents (no gravestones).      
 

Great-Grandaunts and 
Granduncles 
 
John Bennett (1693-1761), 
Seventh Great-Granduncle, 
and his wife, Bethsheba Phelps 
Bennett (1695-1762). Abigail 
Houghton Sawyer (1689-
1753), Seventh Great-Grand- 
aunt.  
 
The Old Burying Ground 
is located behind Middle 

Cemetery on Main Street (Highway 70) in Lancaster, Massachusetts. Walk to the back of 
Middle Cemetery and look for the path that leads across the railroad tracks into the 

Right: Old Burial Ground in Boyls-
ton. Below: Gravestones of Samuel 
Bennett and John Houghton (bottom) 
in Old Burying Ground at Lancaster. 
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Above: Old Common Burying Ground in 
Lancaster, Massachusetts. Right: Grave-
stone of Esther Houghton in Old Common 
Burying Ground.     

Old Burying Ground. There is also a dirt road that goes off Main Street just past North 
Nashua River and into the cemetery, but this is sometimes difficult to find because of 
the grass and bushes. The First Congregational Meetinghouse was once located on the 
hill that overlooks the North Nashua River.   

 

Lancaster, 
Massachusetts 
Old Common Burying 

Ground 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Robert Houghton (1658-1723), 
Eighth Great-Grandfather, 
and his wife, Esther Lippingwell 
Houghton (1658-1740/1741), 
Eighth Great-Grandmother.  

 

Great-Grandaunts and Uncles 
 
John Houghton  (1650-1737), 
Eighth Great-Granduncle, and 
his wife, Mary Houghton (died 
1724). Jonas Houghton (1663-
1723), Eighth Great-Granduncle, 
and his wife, Mary Houghton 
(1666-1726). Thomas Wilder, 
husband of Mary W. Houghton, 
Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Mary 
Houghton Albert  (1701-1726), 
S e v e n t h  G r e a t - G r a n d a u n t .  
Ebenezer  Houghton  (1699-
1723), Seventh Great-Granduncle.  
 
Old Common Burying Ground is 
located on Old Common Road/ 
Center Bridge Road just south of 
Road 110, about one and a half 
miles from Lancaster town center.   
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Above: Center Street Cemetery in Newton, Massachusetts.   

Lexington, 
Massachusetts 
Old Burying Ground 

 
Jonathan Robinson (1682-1743 or 1753), 
Seventh Great-Granduncle (his gravestone 
is no longer standing). Ruth Robinson (1709-
1722), daughter of Jonathan and Ruth Robinson.  
Lydia Brown Wellington (1677-1711), Eighth 
Great-Grandaunt. Her husband, Benjamin Wel-
lington (1676-1739), and two children, Lydia 
(1704-1718) and John Wellington (1709-1728), 
are also buried here. All have excellent gravestones.      
 

Medford, Massachusetts 
Medford Burying Ground 

 
Elizabeth Cutter Hall (1668-1742), Eighth Great- 
Grandaunt, and her husband, Nathaniel Hall 
(1666-1725). 
 

Newton, Massachusetts 
Center Street Cemetery 

 
John Fuller (1611-1697), Tenth 
Great-Grandfather (his gravestone 
is now missing, but it was 
there in the middle 1950s; the 
base of his monument still 
remains). Mr. John Fuller (1645-
1720), Ninth Great-Granduncle 
(excellent gravestone). Jonathan 
Fuller (1648-1722), Ninth Great- 
Granduncle (outstanding stone), 
and his wife, Mindwell Trowbridge 
Fuller. Captain Joseph Fuller 
(1652-1740), Ninth Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Lydia 
Jackson Fuller. Mr. Joshua 
Fuller (1654-1752), Ninth 

Great-Granduncle. Isaac Fuller (1665-1691), Ninth Great-Granduncle. William Rob-
inson (1673-1754), Seventh Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Elizabeth Robinson (this 
is a very tall gravestone with the names of both William and his wife on the same 
monument).  

The Old Burying Ground is located behind 
First Church (above), across the street 
from historic Lexington Green.     
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The Founders of Newton, Massachusetts Monument is in Center Street Cemetery near 
the Fuller burials. The following ancestors have their names on this monument: John 
Fuller (1611-1697), Tenth Great-Grandfather; Samuel Hyde (1610-1689), Tenth Great- 
Grandfather; Job Hyde, Ninth Great-Grandfather; and Jonathan Hyde (1626-1711), 
Tenth Great-Granduncle, brother of Samuel Hyde, above. 

Northampton, Massachusetts 
Bridge Street Cemetery 

 
Thomas Hosmer (1602/1603-1687), 
Ninth Great-Grandfather. Jonathan Hunt, 
husband of Clemence Hosmer, Eighth 
Great-Grandaunt.  
 
Bridge Street Cemetery is the oldest in 
Northampton. It is located on Route 9 
near downtown. Take the exit for Route 5 
off Highway 91. The cemetery is located 
at the corner of Parson (Route 9) and 
Union Street. Thomas’ gravestone is 
located in the front of the cemetery in 
section 7 about 200 feet from the fence, 
near the memorial marker to Aaron 
Cooke, founder of Northampton (1690).   

Top: Family cemeteries and homes in Greater Boston. Map courtesy of Rand McNally and 
Company, Copyright  2003. Above: Gravestone of Thomas Hosmer (9th Great-Grandfather) in 
Bridge Street Cemetery. 



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3629

Top: Burying Hill in Plymouth, Massachusetts. Above: Rox-
bury Burying Ground in Roxbury, Massachusetts, located 
near downtown Boston. Both cemeteries are among the oldest 
in America with gravestones dating from the 1600s.     

 

Oxford, Worchester County, Massachusetts 
Burying Ground 

 
Israel Whitney (about 1708-1746), Sixth Great-Granduncle. (Israel died in Oxford in 
1746, but he has no gravestone.)   

 

Plymouth, 
Massachusetts 

Burying Hill 
 

Hannah Griswold Clark 
(1658-1687), Seventh Great- 
Grandaunt. (Most of her 
husband’s family were killed 
in an Indian massacre at 
Plymouth in 1676.) Lydia 
Griswold Bartlett Holmes 
(1671-1752), Seventh Great- 
Grandaunt, and her husband, 
Joseph Bartlett (1665-1703). 
  
Hannah’s gravestone is the 
fifth oldest in the cemetery 
and is the oldest monument 
for a lady. It is located in 
the center of the cemetery 
next to the Clark monument, 
off the  path  that  enters 
from Russell Street and exits 
to Town Square.  
 

Roxbury, 
Massachusetts 

Roxbury Burying 
Ground or Eliot 
Burying Ground 

 
William Cheney (1604-1667), Tenth Great-Grandfather. Robert Williams (died 1698) 
and Elizabeth Stalham Williams (1595-1674), once thought to be Tenth Great-Grand-
parents, and their son, Deacon Samuel Williams (1632-1690). These are some of the 
oldest gravestones in America.      
 
Roxbury Burying Ground is located at the corner of Washington and Eustis Street 
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about three to four miles south from the center of downtown Boston. The cemetery 
was established in 1630 and some of the early governors of Massachusetts were buried 
here in the 1600s. The gate to the cemetery is usually locked to protect the monuments 

from vandalism, but can be opened by 
the parks department of the city of Boston by calling 635-4505. The oldest fire station 
in Boston is adjacent to the burying ground.  

 

Sherburne, Massachusetts 
Sherburne Central Burying Ground or Sanger Burying Ground 

 
Jonathan Whitney (1634-1702), Ninth Great-Granduncle (gravestone is no longer 
standing or is unreadable). Benjamin Whitney (1635-1719), Ninth Great-Granduncle 
(gravestone is no longer standing), and his wife, Jane Whitney (died 1690). Benjamin 
Whitney (died Aug 29, 1718, age 40), son of Jonathan, Ninth Great-Granduncle, and 
Lydia Whitney.    
 

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 
Mountain View Cemetery 

  
Samuel Whitney (1711-1788), Sixth Great-Grandfather.  
 
Located just north of the corner of Grafton and Main Street in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. 

Left: Gravestone of Samuel Whitney. 
Above: Gravestone of Mary Ross. 
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Top: Norwich Hill Cemetery in Stockbridge, Mas-
sachusetts. Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Mas-
sachusetts. 

 

 

Sterling, Massachusetts 
Chocksett Precinct Burial Ground 

 
Mary Ross (1711-1765), Seventh Great-Grandmother. William Ross (1749-1815), 
Sixth Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Tamar Ross (very large tombstones). Jonathan 
Ross (1754-1756), Sixth Great-Granduncle.  
 

Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts 

Norwich Hill Cemetery 
 
Joshua Whitney (1714-1786), Sixth 
Great-Granduncle. Deacon Samuel 
Brown (1703-1784), Seventh Great- 
Granduncle. (Samuel was a member 
of the Provincial Congress in 1775.)  
 
Norwich Hill Cemetery is located on 
Main Street about two miles east of 
downtown Stockbridge. 

 

Stow, Massachusetts 
Stow Churchyard 

 
Richard Whitney (1624), Ninth Great- 
Granduncle. Thomas Whitney (1627-
1719), Ninth Great-Granduncle. 
 
Oldest date that one is able to read is 
“1711” although “there are several 
stones that look older. Prominent 
among the lots are the lots of the Whitney families; generous benefactors of our little 
town” (Stow, Massachusetts, 1683-1933, page 17).  
 

Waltham, Massachusetts 
Grove Hill Cemetery—Waltham’s Oldest Cemetery 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Captain Abraham Brown (1671-1729), Eighth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, 
Mary Hyde Brown (1673-1723), Eighth Great-Grandmother. Mary Shattuck Brown 
(1645-1732), Ninth Great-Grandmother. Joseph Hastings (1685-after 1748), Seventh 
Great-Grandfather (probably buried here) and his wife, Lydia Brown Hastings (1697-
1730), Seventh Great-Grandmother (probably buried here). 
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Top: Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Massachusetts. Above: 
The Old Burial Ground, the oldest remaining graveyard in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, which was established in 1630.    

Great-Grandaunts and Granduncles 
 
Deacon William Brown (1684-1756), Eighth Great-Granduncle, and his second wife, 
Sarah Bond Brown (1689-1777). Jonathan Brown (1694-1758), Seventh Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Elizabeth Simonds Brown (1697-1765). Abigail Bright Brown (1695-
1733), wife of John Brown, 
Seventh Great-Granduncle.  
John Hastings (1654-1718), 
Eighth Great-Granduncle, 
and  h i s  w i f e ,  Ab iga i l  
Hammond Hastings. Susannah 
Hastings, wife of John Hastings 
(died 1703, age 21). Josiah 
Hastings (1728-1802), Sixth 
Great-Granduncle, and his 
wife, Lydia Ball Hastings 
(1730-1798) (large broken 
gravestones). Philip Shattuck 
(1648-1722), Ninth Great- 
Granduncle. Eliphalet Hastings  
(1726-1824), Sixth Great-
Granduncle.   
 

Watertown, 
Massachusetts 
Old Burial Ground 

 
Great-Grandparents 
 
William Shattuck (1621-1672), 
Tenth Great-Grandfather.  
Thomas Hastings (1605-1685), 
Ninth Great-Grandfather (probably 
buried here). William Hagar 
(about 1620-1683), Ninth 
Great-Grandfather (probably 
buried here, died in Watertown). Nathaniel Whitney (1675-1730), Seventh Great-
Grandfather (probably buried here, died in Watertown). 
 
Great-Granduncles 
 
William Shattuck (1653-1732), Ninth Great-Granduncle. Samuel Hastings (1665-
1723), Eighth Great-Granduncle, and his second wife, Sarah Coolidge Hastings (1674-
1724). Mary Nevinson Hastings (1668-1732), wife of Nathaniel Hastings, Eighth 
Great-Granduncle. Abigail Brown (1695-1733), wife of John Brown, Seventh Great- 
Granduncle. Bethia Cutter (1659-1731), wife of Ephraim Cutter, Eighth Great-Grand-  
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Top left: Home built in 1694 by Abra-
ham Brown in Watertown. Left: Grave-
stone of William Shattuck in Old Bur-
ial Ground, Watertown, Massachu-
setts. Top right and above: Interior of 
Abraham’s home.   

 

 

uncle. Three children of Ephraim and Bethia Cutter: Jonathan Cutter (died 1702, age 
17), Abigail Cutter (died 1702, age 9), and Mary Cutter (died 1697, age 7). Samuel 

Hager (1647-1704), Eighth Great- 
Granduncle (probably buried here, 
died in Watertown). Joseph Bemis 
(1619-1684), Ninth Great-Granduncle 
(probably bur ied here ,  died in 
Watertown). 
 

Watertown, 
Massachusetts 

Home of Abraham Browne 
 

Captain Abraham Browne (1671-1729), Eighth Great-Grandfather, built his home in 
1694 on land inherited from his grandfather, the surveyor, Abraham Brown (Tenth 
Great-Grandfather). The home is located at 562 Main Street (next to the Browne 
School). Abraham owned sixty acres west of Howard Street and south of Main Street.  
The home is the oldest house in Watertown and was occupied until 1900 by 
descendants of Abraham Brown. The part of the house that is farthest from the street is 
original and the main addition was built in the early 1700s.  
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Top left: Farmer’s Burial Ground. 
Top right: Gravestone of Benjamin 
Brown in Farmer’s Burial Ground.  
Right: Home of William Whitney in 
Weston. Above: Land once owned by 
William Whitney, next to his home.  

 

Weston, Massachusetts 
Farmer’s Burial Ground 

 
Nathaniel Whitney (1646-1732), Eighth Great-Grandfather (probably buried here), 
and his wife, Sarah Hagar Whitney (1651-1746), Eighth Great-Grandmother (probably 
buried here). Benjamin Brown (1681-1753), Eighth Great-Granduncle, and his wife, 
Anna Brown (1682-1737). 

                                                                                                                                

Farmer’s Burial Ground is located on Route 20 
near the center of Weston.   
 

Weston, Massachusetts 
William Whitney’s Home 

 
William Whitney (1683-1720), Seventh Great-Granduncle, built the first Whitney home 
in Weston, later known as the Whitney Tavern. The home is located at the corner 
of Whitney Tavern Road and North Main (Highway 117), about two miles northeast 
of downtown Weston. Go northeast on Church Road from downtown Weston to 
North Main/Highway 117. Turn left and go about half a mile to Whitney Tavern Road. 
The house will be on your right.    

 



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3635

Above: Family cemeteries and 
homes in western Massachusetts.  
Map courtesy of Rand McNally, 
Copyright  2003. Right, left to 
right: Alex (9), Daniel (11), and 
Brian (11) who helped me locate 
the gravestone of Ruhamah Cut-
ter Hartwell (8th Great-Grand- 
aunt) in the First Burying Ground 
in Woburn, Massachusetts, 1999.  
They live by the cemetery and use 
it as a playground.   

Woburn, Massachusetts 
The First Burying Ground 

 
Ruhamah Cutter Hartwell (1678-1756), Eighth Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, 
Deacon Joseph Hartwell (1680-1743). Hephzibah Cutter Brooks (1671-1745), Eighth 
Great-Grandaunt. 
 
The First Burying Ground is located about five hundred yards from central Woburn.    
 

Worthington, Massachusetts 
Worthington Center Cemetery 

 
Elihu Tinker (1741-1816), Fifth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Lydia Huntington 
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Top left: Gravestone of Elihu and 
Lydia Huntington Tinker in Worth-
ington Cemetery. They died the same 
day. Above: Hearne Family Cemetery 
in Delmar, Maryland. Map courtesy 
of Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.  
Left: Hearne monument on old St. 
Kitts plantation in Delmar.   

Tinker (1744-1816), Fifth Great-Grandmother. John Tinker (1771-1852), Fourth Great-
Granduncle, his first wife, Cynthia Jones Tinker (died 1811), and his second wife, 
Philena Francis Tinker (1783-1848).  
 

Worthington Center Cemetery is locat-
ed on Sam Hill Road, south of central 
Worthington and east of Highway 112. 

 

Maryland  
 

Delmar, Maryland 
St. Kitts/Hearne Family 

Cemetery 
 
Thomas Hearne (1691-1762), pos-
sible Seventh Great-Grandfather. Wil-
liam Hearne (1627-1691) and Mary    
Cuthbert Hearne (about 1649), 
possible Eighth Great-Grandparents.  
 

 

 
The family graveyard is located on the plantation of William Hearne that he called St. 
Kitts. Drive west 6/10 mile on Bi-State Blvd. (Highway 54) from downtown (Highway 
675) Delmar to Waller Road. Turn left on Waller Road (first junction west of Delmar 
off Bi-State) and go exactly 3/10 mile (pass two white houses) and turn left (south) 
onto dirt road. Go about three hundred yards to an open grass field and the cemetery 
will be on the left (east). A direct descendant of William Hearne placed a monument 
there in 1897.   
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Missouri 
 

Caplinger Mills, Cedar County, Missouri 
Preston Cemetery 

 
Mary Lewis Martin Bowles 
Burford (1808-1892), Second 
Great-Grandaunt. 
 

Bowling Green, 
Missouri 

Bowling Green 
Cemetery 

 
Edwin S. Tinker (1808-1839) 
Third Great-Granduncle (Sec-
tion 7, Row 8).  
 

Louisiana, 
Missouri 

Riverview Cemetery 
 
Colonel Orwin G. Tinker 
(1810-1893), Third Great-Grand-
uncle, and his wife, Mary A. 
Tinker (1814-1898). 
 
Colonel Orwin Tinker was 
buried on the right side on 
the bluff overlooking the 
Mississippi River.  
 

Pike County, 
Missouri 

Mount Pisgah Cemetery 
 
Ralph Tinker (1781-1856) 

Fourth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Relief Tinker (1785-1861), Fourth Great-
Grandmother. Note: Buried on the same row are six grandchildren of Ralph and Relief 
Tinker who all died between 1842 and 1854.  

Top: Three family cemeteries in Pike County, Missouri.  
Above: Gravestones of Ralph and Relief Whitney Tinker in 
Mt. Pisgah Cemetery; 1997. Map courtesy of Rand McNally 
and Company, Copyright  2003.        
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Mount Pisgah Cemetery is located about three or four miles northwest of Bowling 
Green, Missouri. To visit the cemetery travel about a mile west of downtown Bowling 
Green on Highway 54 and turn right (north) on County Road 43. Continue north for 
about two or three miles to the cemetery, which will be on your right.   
 

Poplar Bluff, Missouri 
Poplar Bluff City Cemetery 

 
Frances Melvina Anderson Massey (1838-
1882), Second Great-Grandmother. 

 
City Cemetery is located south of downtown 

Poplar Bluff. Frances’ grave is located by itself near the middle front of the cemetery. 
 

North Carolina  
 

Near Candor, Montgomery County, North Carolina 
Macedonia Cemetery 

 
Ebenezer Hearne (1760-1840), once believed to be a Fourth Great-Grandfather (Rev-
olutionary War soldier).  
 
Macedonia Cemetery is located near Alternate Highway 220 north of Candor, North Carolina. 

 

Above and left: Poplar Bluff City Cemetery. Top 
left: Gravestone of Frances Massey. Map courtesy 
of Rand McNally and Company.        
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Top: Macedonia Cemetery near Candor, 
North Carolina. Right: Gravestone of   
Ebenezer Hearne in Macedonia Cemetery. 
Above: Oak Hills Cemetery in Mack, Ohio. 
Maps courtesy of Rand McNally.        

 

Montgomery 
County, North 

Carolina 
Center Methodist 

Cemetery 
 

 
Joel Hearne (1798-1863), once believed to be a Third Great-Granduncle, and his wife, 
Nancy Hearne (1804-1867). 

 
 

Ohio 
 

Mack, Hamilton County, Ohio 
Oak Hills United Methodist Church Cemetery 

 
James Hearne (1749-1823), once believed to be a Fourth Great-Granduncle, and his 
wife, Elizabeth Hearne. 
 
The graveyard is located at the junction of Ebenezer and Bridgetown Road (Mack, 
Ohio) near Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1989 all of the gravestones were removed to expand the    
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Top left: Gravestone of James Hearne in Oak 
Hills Church Cemetery. Middle: Dancy Fam-
ily Cemetery. Isaac Dancy’s gravestone lies flat 
on the ground. Above: Dancyville Methodist 
Church.    

 parking lot. The bodies were not reinterred, 
but remain below the asphalt parking lot. The 
gravestones were reset in another cemetery.   
   

Rhode Island 
 

Bristol, Rhode Island 
East Burial Ground 

 
Captain Nathaniel Reynolds (1627-1708), Ninth 
Great-Granduncle, and his second wife, 
Priscilla Brackett Reynolds. The epitaph on 
Priscilla’s gravestone reads, “Priscilla Rey-
nolds, Wife of the 1st Nathaniel, died 1708.” 
Joseph Reynolds (1676-1759) possibly a son 
of Capt. Nathaniel Reynolds. 

 
 

Tennessee 
 

Dancyville, Tennessee 
Dancy Family Cemetery on 

Martin Farm 
 

Isaac Dancy (1783-1863), Fourth Great-Grandfather, 
and wife, Mary Lamb (1793-1859). Edward Dancy 
(1805-1845), Third Great-Granduncle. William Dancy 
(1824-1846), Third Great-Granduncle. Ann Dancy 
(1835-1891), Third Great-Grandaunt, and husband, 
Thomas Scott (1823-1867).  Mary Dancy (1833-1834). 
 
The Martin Farm is located about one or 
two miles north of Dancyville on the 
Dancyville/Stanton Road.    
 

Dancyville, Tennessee 
Dancyville Methodist Church 

Cemetery 
 

John Henry Dancy (1831-1924), Third 
Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Louisa 
Jane Kerr Dancy (1834-1887). 
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Top: Family cemeteries in western Tennessee (also shown 
are Oakland Cemetery in Trenton, and Spring Hill Ceme-
tery, north of Dancyville). Map courtesy of Rand McNally. 
Above: Gravestone of Benjamin Towler.   

 

Dancyville Methodist Church 
Cemetery is located in Dancy-
ville in front of the chapel.  
 

Brazil, Gibson 
County, 

Tennessee 
Bower’s Chapel Cemetery 
 
Benjamin Towler (1752-1837/ 
1838), Fifth Great-Grandfather, 
was a Revolutionary War soldier, 
who served in the Battle of 
Yorktown in 1781. He was born in Charles City County, Virginia, lived for many years in 
Dinwiddle County, Virginia (where he owned land on Hatcher’s Run), before moving in 
1810 to a place near Murfreesboro in Rutherford County, Tennessee. His wife, Martha  
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Darby, Fifth Great-Grandmother, died there in 1831/1837. He moved to Brazil in 
Gibson County, Tennessee, in 1837 with his son-in-law, William Elder, and his daughter, 

Nancy Marie “Mary” Towler (1780-
1865), Fourth Great-Grandaunt. Benja-
min Towler and his son-in-law, Wil-
liam Elder, are buried in Bower’s Chap-
el Cemetery. After the death of her hus-

band, “Mary” Towler Elder went to live 
with her son, John W. Elder (1819-1902),                                        
in Trenton, Gibson County, Tennessee, 
where she died and is buried in Oak-
land Cemetery (Elder and Towler His-
tory, an account by John W. Elder).    
 
John Wesley Elder wrote a one page 

history of his family at the age of eighty-two and said, “Benjamin Towler was one of the 
best men I ever knew. A thorough Christian gentleman.” He wrote that his mother, Mary 
Elder, was a “lady of remarkable patience…of great strength and fortitude of character, 
yet of singularly calm and sweet disposition; deliberate and philosophic in her views of life…”  
 
Bowler’s Chapel Cemetery is located on Brazil Road about two miles south of down-
town Brazil, Tennessee.   

Top: Bowler’s Chapel Cemetery. Above: 
Downtown Brazil, Tennessee. Middle 
left: Mildred’s niece and nephews at 
her grave. Lower left: Gravestone of 
Mildred Bowles in Forest Park Cemetery.   
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Top right: Forest Park Cemetery. Top 
left: Home of Dr. James Lay. Above: Lo-
cation of Hallettsville, Texas. Left: Santa 
Clara Cemetery. Maps courtesy of Rand 
McNally, Copyright  2003.      

Texas 
The Woodlands, Texas 
Forest Park Cemetery (18000 I-45 

South) 
 
Mildred Jane Ellen Bowles Brooks (1923- 
2000), Aunt. 
 

Forest Park Cemetery is located immediately west of Interstate 45 at The Woodlands.  
Mildred lived in The Woodlands during the last years of her life.       
 

Hallettsville, Lavaca County, Texas 
Home of James Erastus Lay (1843-1916) 

 
Dr. James Lay (1843-1916; equivalent to Second Great-Granduncle), son of Allen 
Garrison Lay (1810-1864), Third Great-Granduncle, and Mildred E. Dancy (1818-
1898), Third Great-Grandaunt, built (between 1870 and 1880) what some considered for 
many years to be the finest home in Lavaca County, Texas. The home was built on a 
knoll overlooking the Lavaca River and is Norman French in architecture and 
design. The house is located just outside of downtown Halletsville on the main highway 
(Alternate 90). There is a Texas state historical marker in the front yard.  
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Utah 
 

Santa Clara, Washington County, Utah 
Santa Clara Cemetery 

 
William Lay (1817-1886), son of Vincent 
Lay (about 1791-1836/1840), Fourth Great-
Granduncle, was buried in Santa Clara on 
March 7, 1886. He lived in Aberdeen, 
Monroe County, Mississippi, when he 
was converted to The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He lived in 
Council Bluff, Iowa, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
San Bernardino, California, and died in 
Santa Clara, Utah. The cemetery is located 
about a mile west of the Jacob Hamblin  
Historical Site in Santa Clara.    
    

Vermont 
 

Barre, Vermont 
Wilson Cemetery 

 
Lucy Whitney Sherman (1744-1809), Fifth Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Asaph 
Sherman (1741-1810), a Revolutionary War soldier. The inscription on her gravestone 
states that Lucy had five children and forty-nine grandchildren when she died. Also  
buried here are Asaph Sherman (1776-1835) and Jonathan Sherman (1763-1846), sons 
of Asaph and Lucy Sherman. 

 

Top right: Santa Clara Cemetery. Right: Wilson Cem-
etery. Above: Marlboro Cemetery. Maps courtesy of 
Rand McNally, Copyright  2003.      
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Top: Family cemeteries and homes in Marlboro, Ver-
mont (green dot indicates location of Hogback Cem-
etery). Map courtesy of Rand McNally, Copyright  
2003. Above: Gravestones of Deliverance Houghton 
and Elizabeth Whitney in Marlboro Cemetery. Right: 
King Cemetery in Marlboro. 

Exit Highway 14 at Barre and go east on Rt. 302 (North Main Street). Turn right on South Main 
Street. Turn at Quarry Road and go about two miles to the cemetery, which is located on a hill.   

 

Marlboro, Vermont 
Marlboro Cemetery 

 

Deliverance Ross Houghton (1735-1810), Sixth Great-Grandmother. Elizabeth Hast-
ings Whitney (1716-1800), Sixth Great-Grandmother. Naham Houghton (1766-1841), 
Fifth Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Louisa Houghton (1765-1843). Tamar Houghton 
Whitney (1754-1831), Fifth Great-Grandaunt.  
 
Marlboro Cemetery is located at the intersection of Vermont Route 9 and Main Street,  
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about half of a mile north of downtown Marlboro. The homes of Nathaniel Whitney, 
Fifth Great-Granduncle, and Naham Houghton, Fifth Great-Granduncle, are located 
east of Marlboro, Vermont. Both homes are in excellent condition. Nathaniel’s home                            

 

is located on Ames Hill Road. Go on 
Ames Hill Road about 1.5 miles east of 
downtown Marlboro. Nathaniel’s house, 
now a white frame house with a green 
roof, will be on your left. Naham’s home 
is about two miles southeast of Marlboro. 
Take Ames Hill Road east out of down-
town Marlboro and where the road divid-
es stay right on Cowpath Road. Naham’s 
home will be on your left and is located 
across the road from a pond of water.      
 

Whetstone Inn located in Marlboro next to the church, was built and owned by Deacon 
Jonas Whitney, Fifth Great-Granduncle.   
 

Marlboro, Vermont 
King Cemetery 

 
Nathaniel Whitney (1749-1829), Fifth Great-Granduncle, and Revolutionary War 
soldier, and his wife, Mary Houghton (1751-1844), Fifth Great-Grandaunt. 

Top left: Naham Houghton’s home in Marl-
boro. Left: Whetstone Inn in Marlboro. Low-
er left: Home of Nathaniel Whitney built 
in 1777. Above: Boyd Tavern in Boydton, 
Virginia.    
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Above: Gravestone of Alexander Boyd in Boyd-
ton. Top right: Bremo-Cocke Family Ceme-
tery. Middle: Gravestone of Richard Cocke 
in Bremo. Right: Ruins of Malvern Hill/Hills.  

King Cemetery is located about two miles east of central Marlboro. Go two miles 
east of downtown Marlboro on Ames Hill Road and turn left on King Cemetery Road. 
The cemetery will be on your right.  
 

Virginia 
 

Boydton, Virginia 
Boyd Family Cemetery and Boyd Tavern in Downtown Boydton 

 
Alexander Boyd (1747-1801), Sixth Great-Granduncle.   
 
The Boyd Family Cemetery is located across the street from Boyd Tavern in downtown 
Boydton, Virginia.    
 
Alexander Boyd (1747-1801), Sixth Great-Granduncle, owned Boyd Tavern in down-
town Boydton, Virginia. The tavern has been restored and is in excellent condition.    
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Above: Family cemeteries, homes and 
monuments in Virginia. Right: Boyd-
ton, Virginia. Maps courtesy of Rand 
McNally and Company.       

Bremo, Henrico County, Virginia 
Bremo Cocke Family Graveyard 

 

Richard Cocke (1639-1706), Eighth 
Great-Granduncle. 
 
Bremo is located about fifteen to 
twenty miles southeast of Richmond.  
Go southeast on Highway 5 (the 
River Road) and turn south at the Bremo historical marker (Curles Neck Road). 
Drive south and east through some old buildings and ask for directions to Bremo.        
 
Malvern Hill/Hills, the home of Thomas Cocke (1639-1697), Eighth Great-Grand-
father, now in ruins, is interesting to visit. It is located off the River Road southeast of 
Richmond on the north side of the James River. There is a state historical sign marking 
the site. The home was used as a hospital after the bloody Civil War Battle of Malvern 
Hill in 1862.        
 

Goochland County, Virginia 
Woodson Family Cemetery 

 
Lavenia G. Bowles (born 1812), Second Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Benjamin 
Harrison Woodson. The Woodson Family Cemetery is overgrown with trees and bushes 
and is almost impossible to find.     
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Goochland County, Virginia 
Bowles Cemetery Number Two 

 

James Henry Bowles (1824-1879), 
Second Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Sarah Ann Glenn Bowles.  
 
Bowles Cemetery Number Two is located off Highway 670 near Crozier.    
 

Hanover, Hanover 
County, Virginia 

Courthouse Grounds Civil 
War Monument 

 
Bolman Hugo Bowles (1826-1861), 
Second Great-Granduncle, and James 
Henry Bowles (1824-1879), Second 
Great-Granduncle, are both listed on 
the Hanover County Monument as 
soldiers who served from Hanover during the Civil War. Bolman died at First Manassas.        
 

Ancestral Home Sites in Virginia  
 
A mill built by James Cocke, Fourth Great-Grandfather, in the 1790s is still standing 
near Oilville in Goochland County, Virginia. The mill was subsequently bought by 
James’ son-in-law, John Bowles, Third Great-Grandfather, and was operational until  

 

Above left: Bowles’ Mill in Oilville. Above middle: Civil 
War Monument in Hanover. Top right: Woodson Family 
Cemetery. Right: Bowles Cemetery Number Two. Below: 
What the Bowles Mill looked like when it was operating.  
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just after World War II. The Bowles’ Mill 
is now in ruins, but the stone walls are still 
in place and the old steel wheel still stands 
adjacent to the outer wall. The plantation 
home of James Cocke and later, John 
Bowles, probably stood nearby. To find 
the mill take the Oilville exit 167 off 
Highway 64. Go south and turn right 
(north) on Highway 250. Travel only a 
few hundred feet and there will be a 
ravine. On the south side of the road in 
this ravine is the Bowles Mill. The stream 
was diverted to run water across the wheel 
of the mill. The main highway in the 1800s 
ran on the south side next to the mill.       
             
John Woodson (1586-1644), Ninth Great- 
Grandfather, lived at Flowerdew Hundred 
on the south side of the James River, 
located northeast of Highway 10 on Route 
639 (Flowerdew Hundred Road). A museum 
is located nearby, but visitors are not  
allowed to go to the site where an archeological 
dig discovered the governor’s 1620 home.  
 
Farrar’s Island was the home of Colonel 
William Farrar (about 1631-1677/1678), 
Ninth Great-Grandfather. William was 
granted 2,000 acres in 1637 that made up 
the island and part of the land of Varina.  
His son, Major William Farrar (1657-
1721), Eighth Great-Grandfather, inherited 
Farrar’s Island from his father. Farrar’s 
Island was the site of the town of Henricus 
(1611-1622). The town was destroyed in 
an Indian uprising in March of 1622. The 
Farrar home was probably located in or 
near the old fort. Today there is a museum 
and many historical markers that describe 
the town. To reach Farrar’s Island follow 
the Henricus signs from Highway 1 at the 
Old Stage Road or Osborne Road that 
turns into Coxendale Road.  
 
Peter Jefferson (1708-1757), Seventh Great- 
Granduncle, received 400 acres from his  

Top: Tuckahoe. Middle: Paneled room at 
Tuckahoe; Shadwell, home of Peter Jefferson 
(no longer standing). Above: Farrar’s Island. 
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friend, William Randolph, the consideration being “Henry Wetherburn’s biggest bowl 
of Arrack punch.” Henry Wetherburn kept the Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. This land became part 
of Peter’s Shadwell estate near 
Charlottesville, Virginia. After 
William Randolph died, Peter lived 
at Tuckahoe in Goochland County 
to help raise William’s son and to 
manage the estate. From 1745 until 
1752, Peter lived at Tuckahoe with 
his son, the future author of the 
Declaration of Independence, Thomas 
Jefferson. Tuckahoe is located just 
across the border from Henrico 
County in Goochland County, 
Virginia, off the River Road on 
the north side of the James River. 
 
Peter’s plantation house at Shadwell 
burned in the 1760s. He was prob-
ably buried in the family graveyard, 
which is enclosed by a stone wall 
on his land, now called Jefferson’s 
Place near Charlottesville.      
 

Scotland 
 

Oldham, Dunlop, 
Ayrshire, Scotland 

Boyd Home—Little 
Auchinmade  

 
Robert Boyd and his wife, Eliz-
abeth Anderson, Sixth Great-Grand-
parents, owned a home they called 
Little Auchinmade in Oldham, which is located three miles west of Dunlop, Scotland. 
The home is on the west side of Highway B707, about a mile northwest of A736.   
 

Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland 
Irvine Old Parish Church 

 
Robert Boyd (1687/1688-1766), Sixth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Elizabeth 
Anderson Boyd (1704/1705-1786), Sixth Great-Grandmother. Mary Boyd, Fifth Great-
Grandaunt, (1737/1738-1804).  

Top: Little Auchinmade/Auchenmead, the home of 
Robert and Elizabeth Anderson Boyd (5th Great-Grand-
parents); March 2003. The 1700s home is located on 
Highway B707 about a mile northwest of A736; some 
three miles west of Dunlop, Scotland. The home is still 
known by the name of Little Auchenmade to this day. 
Above: Irvine Old Parish Church Graveyard, where 
Robert and Elizabeth Boyd (as well as their daughter, 
Elizabeth Boyd) are buried in the foreground (flat stone).   
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Irvine Parish Church is located near Kirkgate Street, facing the Irvine River, southwest 
of the Rivergate Shopping Mall in downtown Irvine. It is located “more or less 

opposite Irvine Town 
Hall. The church is standing 
on a hill surrounded by a 
churchyard. Go to the 
front door of the church.  
Turn right and face tall 
flats. Walk 14 steps to 
grass and a stone inscribed 
‘Hannah McCormack and 

Peter Lowe.’ Carry on 6 rows verging slightly to the right and going downhill for 20 
steps.” The gravestone of Robert, Elizabeth, and Mary Boyd lays flat on the ground.     
 

Kilmarnock, 
Ayrshire, 
Scotland 
Dean Castle 

 
Dean Castle, located about 
a mile north of Kilmarnock, 
Scotland (off Highway 
B7038), in a wonderful 
country park, was the 
ancient seat of the Boyd 
family. Robert Boyd (1687/ 
1688-1766), Sixth Great- 
Grandfather, certainly descend-
ed from one of the Lords of 
Kilmarnock, but how he is 
related is unknown because 
the record is incomplete.   

Top: Boyd family sites in Ayrshire County, Scotland. Maps cour-
tesy of Philip’s. Above: Dean Castle, located one mile northeast of 
Kilmarnock, Scotland, the ancient seat of the Boyd family. It is 
now in a park, with walking trails, next to a river.        
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Aberdeen, Scotland 
St. Nicholas Parish Church 

 
Thomas Burnett (born before 
1574), Eighth Great-Grandfather, 
married Margaret Johnston 
(born about 1585), Eighth Great- 
Grandmother, on November 8, 
1608, in St. Nicholas Parish 
Church in Aberdeen, Scotland.  
All of their nine children, 
including Johnne Burnett (before 
15 Dec 1610-1685/1686), Seventh 
Great-Grandfather, were probably 
christened in St. Nicholas. Margaret 
was the daughter of Andrew 
(Andro) Johnston, Ninth Great- 
Grandfather, and Janet Matheson, 
Ninth Great-Grandmother, both 
born in St. Nicholas Parish.  
Janet  was the daughter  of  
William Matheson, Tenth Great- 
Grandfather, and Elspet Raitt, 
Tenth Great-Grandmother. Andrew 
was the son of William Johnston and Elspet Drum or Druim, Tenth Great-Grandparents.   
 

England 
 

Abingdon, England 
St. Helen’s Church, Homes, and Fraternity of the Holy 

Cross/Christ’s Hospital 
 
Baptisms at St. Helen’s Church 
 
Lionel Branch, Gentleman (1566-1605), Twelfth Great-Grandfather, was described in 
his father’s will dated February 8, 1601/1602 as, “My unthrifty and disobedient sonne.”  
Thomas Branch (1557-1603), Twelfth Great-Granduncle, Elizabeth Branch (about 
1559-1565), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt, Richard Branch (1560), Twelfth Great-Grand-
uncle, Anne Branch (1562), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt, Elinor Branch (1564), Twelfth 
Great-Grandaunt, Mary Branch (about 1566), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt, Martha 
Branch (1568-1626), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt, Barbara Branch, (1569), Twelfth 
Great-Grandaunt, William Branch (1578), Twelfth Great-Granduncle, and Katherine 
Branch (1582), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt.  

Above: Aberdeen, Scotland, where Thomas Burnett mar-
ried Margaret Johnston (8th Great-Grandparents) at St. 
Nicholas Parish Church in 1608. Map courtesy of Rand 
McNally and Company, Copyright  2003.       
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Burials at St. Helen’s Church 
 
William Branch (after 1524-1602), Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, was a draper by 
trade. He served as mayor of Abingdon for four terms, and Master and Governor of 

Christ’s Hospital. He was buried on February 17, 1601/1603 on St. Katherine’s Aisle in 
St. Helen’s Church. Katherine Jennings, Thirteenth Great-Grandmother, was buried 
on August 25, 1597 in St. Helen’s. Richard Branch (Braunche) (about 1496-1544), 
Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, and his three wives are buried on Katherine’s Aisle in 
St. Helen’s Church. Lionel Bostock, Cousin, was buried in the chancel of the church in 
1600. 

Above: Abingdon and St. Helen’s 
Church from the Thames River.  
Top left: Abingdon is located about 
ten miles south of Oxford, England.  
Map courtesy of Rand McNally, 
Copyright  2003. Middle left: In-
terior of St. Helen’s Church. Wil-
liam Branch (13th Great-Grand-
father) and Richard Branch (14th 
Great-Grandfather) are buried un-
der St. Katherine’s Aisle (middle 
row of benches). Left: 46 West St. 
Helen’s Street, the home of John 
Branch (16th Great-Grandfather) in 
1440. His son John Branch (15th 
Great-Grandfather) later sold the 
home. Richard Branch (14th Great-
Grandfather) was born here. The 
family later moved to High Street, a 
couple of blocks away.         
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Homes in Abingdon 
 
St. Helen’s Street—Richard Branch (Braunche) (about 1496-1544), Fourteenth 
Great-Grandfather, owned three houses on the east side of St. Helen’s Street. John 
Branch (Braunche) (died about 
1488), Sixteenth Great-Grandfather, 
and his wife, Avise (died about 
1490), were the first of the Branch 
family on record in Abingdon.  
They had a home at 46 West St. 
Helen’s Street (then called West 
Street). John Branch (Braunche), 
Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, sold 
this home that he had lived in and 
his father before him since 1440.  
Midway on the left side of High 
Street was the home of William 
Branch (after 1524-1602), Thirteenth 
Great-Grandfather (traveling from 
the old Market Place, High Street 
leads off the left). Richard Branch 
(Braunche) (about 1496-1544), 
Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, also 
lived on this street, probably in 
t he  s a m e  h o u s e .  Bul l  I n n ,  
owned by William Branch (after 
1524-1602), Thirteenth Great- 
Grandfather, was also on High Street.  
The street was called Littlebury 
Lane when he lived there. Market 
Place—Thomas Jennings, Fourteenth 
Great-Grandfather, lived in a large 
house facing the Market Place.   
 
Fraternity of the Holy 

Cross/Christ’s Hospital 
 
William Branch (after 1524-1602), Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, was a draper by trade.  
He served as mayor of Abingdon, England, for four terms, and Master and Governor of 
Christ’s Hospital. Richard Branch (Braunche) (about 1496-1544), Fourteenth Great-
Grandfather, was Master of the Fraternity of the Holy Cross for forty-four consecutive 
years. John Branch, Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, and his mother, Avise, Sixteenth 
Great-Grandmother, gave an annual sum to the Fraternity of the Holy Cross for the souls 
of parents and all departed faithful. A painting of Lionel Bostock, Cousin, with his coat 
of arms may be seen in Christ’s Hospital.   

 

Top: View from the Thames River of Christ’s Hospital, 
an almshouse, in Abingdon. Above: Opposite view of 
Christ’s Hospital. William Branch (13th Great-Grand-
father) served as mayor of Abingdon, England, for four 
terms and Master and Governor of Christ’s Hospital.  
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Barnetby le Wold, England 
St. Mary’s Church—Our Lady Church of Barnetby 

 
Christopher Kelke (died 1524), Thirteenth 
Great-Grandfather, lived in the manor  

                                                                                                                                            
house of Barnetby. There is an old church at Barnetby, which stands on a hillside, of 
Saxon origins. On one of the walls of the church is an inscription to Robert Kelke, 
Cousin, who died in 1655. In his will Christopher bequeathed 20 shillings to “our Lady 
Church of Barnaby.” 
 
St. Mary’s Church is located on 23 Queen’s Road in Barnetby. A path leads to the church 
from the street. The church is unimpressive, but ancient.   
 

Barnsley, England 
St. John the Baptist Parish Church 

 
Gerard Lacy, Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, married Joan, daughter of Richard 
Symmes (died 1492), Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, of Barnsley. In 1492 Richard 
Symmes was buried in the Chantry of the Parish Church (St. John the Baptist) in 
Barnsley. Barnsley is a medium size city south of Leeds. The Symmes family founded 
this church. Gerard Lacy later transferred some property to trustees for the upkeep of the 
Chantry in memory of his wife’s family.   

 

Above: Barnetby was the home of the Kelke 
family for many generations. Map courtesy of 
Philip’s, Copyright © 2003. Left: St. Mary’s 
Church on 23 Queen’s Road in Barnetby-Le-
Wold, England. Christopher Kelke (13th Great-
Grandfather) left money to, and attended, this 
part Saxon church. Probably many generations 
of the Kelke family were christened, married 
and buried here.   
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Top left: John’s College in Cambridge. Middle 
left: Trinity College. Above: Magdalene College.  
Top right: Map of Cambridge, courtesy of Philip’s, 
Copyright  2003. Right: St. Mary’s Church.   

Cambridge, England 
Penbroke Hall, Trinity College, Magdalene College, Great St. Mary’s 

Church and John’s College 
 
Pembroke Hall: Theophlius Fields, possible Eleventh Great-Grandfather, and his son, Playford 
Field (1636), possible Tenth Great-Granduncle, graduated from Penbroke. Trinity College:  

 

 

John Fields, possible Tenth Great-Granduncle, 
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graduated from Trinity in 1621. Sir Robert Kelke, Twelfth Great-Granduncle, was 
Master of Trinity College. Magdalene College: Sir Robert Kelke, Twelfth Great- 
Granduncle, was Master of Magdalene. Great St. Mary’s Church: Sir Robert Kelke, 
Twelfth Great-Granduncle, was buried here. His inscription reads, “A man of 

profound religious convictions; learned and 
religious. A wise and worthy man.” St. 
John’s College: Dr. Thomas John Hatcher (1512-
1587), possible Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, 

was professor of 
physic (medicine) 
in 1554 and vice 
chancellor after 
1579. Dr. John 
Hatcher (before 
1500-1546), possible 
Fourteenth Great- 
Grandfather, taught 
physic at St. John’s. 
His initials and 

coat of arms are carved above a door at Great 
St. Mary’s Church. He “was said to have been 
buried” at the church of St. Edward in Cam-
bridge. (The Hatchers are not our ancestors.)     
 

Careby, England 
St. Stephen’s Parish Church 

 
William Hatcher, once believed to be a Ten-
th Great-Grandfather, may be the son of Hen-
ry Hatcher of Careby, Lincolnshire, England. 
This Henry Hatcher was christened on April 
21, 1578, in St. Stephen’s parish church in 
Careby, the son of Thomas Hatcher (about 
1542-1583), who was a member of parlia-
ment during Cromwell’s time. William Hat-
cher, possible Eleventh Great-Granduncle, 
who was christened in St. Stephen’s parish 
church on May 26, 1583, was also a member 
of parliament. He took up arms against the 
king, and was indicted for treason in 1643. 
 
Careby is located about ten miles north of 
Stamford, England. There is a monument to 
Thomas Hatcher (1660-1714) inside the church, 
which states that the Hatchers were Lords of 

the Manor for many generations. (In 2008 it was found that the Hatchers are not our ancestors.)        

 

 

Top: St. Stephen’s Parish Church in Care-
by, England. Top right: Careby is located 
about ten miles north of Stamford, Eng-
land. Map courtesy of Philip’s, Copyright 
 2003. Middle and above: New Hall in 
Elland, England. Nicholas Savile (14th 
Great-Grandfather) built New Hall in the 
early 1500s.      
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Above: Eden’s Farm (1997) in Great Bent-
ley, England, once the home of Matthew 
Marvin (9th Great-Grandfather) in the 
1600s. 

 

Elland, England 
New Hall 

 

Nicholas Savile, Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, built New Hall, which is located south of 
Halifax, England.     
 

Great Bentley, Essex, 
England 

 Eden’s Farm  
 

Matthew Marvin (1600-1678), Ninth Great- 
Grandfather, owned Edons, Alias Dreybrocks, 
which is still standing. The home is now 
called Eden’s Farm. Matthew immigrated to 
America and became one of the founders of 
Hartford, Hartford County, Connecticut, in 
1635. He was also a founder of Norwalk, 
Connecticut.  
 

Great Bentley, Essex, 
England 

St. Mary’s Church 
 

Christenings 
 
Matthew Marvin (1600-1678), Ninth Great- 
Grandfather; Marie Marvin (1628-1713), 
Eighth Great-Grandmother; Elizabeth Marvin 
(1622-1708), Eighth Great-Grandaunt; Mat-
thew Marvin (1626-1712), Eighth Great-Granduncle; Sarah Marvin (1631-1701), 
Eighth Great-Grandaunt; Reinold Marvin (1594-1662), Eighth Great-Granduncle. 
Reinold was a church overseer and churchwarden, who immigrated to Hartford, Con-
necticut. He later settled in Farmington, Connecticut and Saybrook/Lyme, Connecticut. 
 

Marriages 
 
Matthew Marvin (1600-1678), Ninth Great-Grandfather, married Elizabeth Gregory, 
Ninth Great-Grandmother, in 1622. Marie Marvin (born about 1591), Ninth Great-
Grandaunt, married John Hayes in 1610. 
 

Burials 
 
Edward Marvin (about 1552-1615), Tenth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Margaret 
Marvin (about 1559-1633), Tenth Great-Grandmother, are buried in St. Mary’s churchyard.   
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Top left: St. Mary’s Church in Great Bentley, Eng-
land. Above: St. John the Baptist, the Halifax Parish 
Church, where many generations of the Kelke and 
Lacy families are buried. Left: Interior and Baptistery 
of Halifax Parish Church. The church was completed 
in 1450. Below: Lacy coat of arms from broken lid of 
John Lacy’s (12th Great-Granduncle) sarcophagus.  

 Halifax, England 
St. John the Baptist—Halifax Parish 

Church 
 

Many generations of the Kelke family were buried in 
Halifax Parish Church. John Lacy, Twelfth Great- 
Grandfather, Hugh Lacy (died 1573), Thirteenth Great- 
Grandfather, Gilbert Lacy (died 1492), Fifteenth Great- 
Grandfather, and John Lacy (died 1474), Sixteenth 
Great-Grandfather, are buried here. John Lacy 
(died 1585), Twelfth 
Great-Granduncle, 

was noted as the richest man in Halifax Parish in 
his day. He was buried here on August 19, 1585. 
His wife, Anne Woodrove, was buried beside him in 
1599. The cover of John Lacy’s sarcophagus still 
exists and is fixed over the south door of the church. 
It is a representation of a man in armor with a 
shield on his left arm bearing the Lacy arms. Thomas 
Lacy (died 1581), Twelfth Great-Granduncle, was 
buried on June 7, 1581, in Halifax Parish Church. He 
was designated, “Thomas Lacy of Halifax.” Alice 
Lacy (died 1600), Twelfth Great-Grandaunt, was buried on February 29, 1600, in 
Halifax Parish Church. There is a monument to Bishop Robert Ferrar (1500-1555), 
probable Thirteenth Great-Granduncle, in the church. There is a cover of the sarcophagus 
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Top: Hawkedon Parish Church in Hawkedon, 
England. Middle: Swan Hall, the Browne home 
in Hawkedon, England. Above: Heptonstall 
Parish Church. 

 

of Thomas Savile in Halifax Parish Church. It is not known if this is Thomas Savile, 
Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, his son Thomas, Fourteenth Great-Granduncle, or another 
Thomas, Cousin. There is no question 
that he is related. The family arms are 
on the cover.     
 

 Hawkedon, Suffolk, 
England 

Hawkedon Parish Church and 
Swan Hall 

 
Abraham Browne (died 1640), Tenth 
Great-Grandfather, son of Thomas Browne, 
immigrated to America and settled in 
Watertown, Middlesex, Massachusetts.  
Thomas Browne (died 1590), Eleventh 
Great-Grandfather; Christopher Browne 
(died 1574), Twelfth Great-Grandfather, 
and Christopher Browne (died 1538), 
Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, all resided 
at Swan Hall in Hawkedon. Swan Hall 
was the name of the home and estate of the 
Browne family in Hawkedon. Part of the home 
is still occupied and in good repair. (This may 
not be Abraham Brown’s English ancestry.) 
  

Heptonstall, England 
Heptonstall Parish Church 

(Ruins) 
 
William Ferror (died 1573), Twelfth Great- 
Grandfather, and his father Henrie Ferror, 
Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, were buried 
at the Heptonstall Parish Church, now in ruins.     
 

Hereford, England 
Hereford Cathedral 

 
Theophilus Field (1574-1636), possible 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather, was Lord Bishop of Hereford Cathedral from 1635 until his 
death the following year. A bust with his likeness is on one of the walls of the cathedral. It 
appears to have been created from a mold after his death for his eyes are closed. One of 
his American descendants has placed a plaque next to his monument.    
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Little Casterton, Rutland, England 
Tolethorpe Hall 

 

                                                                      
Tolethorpe Hall was home of Christopher 
Browne (died 1518/1519), possible 
Fourteenth Great-Grandfather. The 
home has been greatly altered since 
Christopher owned the estate. It is 
located about two miles northwest of 
Stamford, England.  
    

London, England 
St. Sepulcher-without- 

Newgate Parish Church, St. 
Giles Cripplegate Parish Church 

and St. Margaret’s Church  
                                                                                                                         

St. Sepulcher-without-Newgate Parish Church: 
(located at the corner of Holborn Viaduct and 
Giftsbur or Giltsbur St., across from St. Bartholomew 
Hospital; located 800 feet southeast from Holburn 
Circus); John Farrer, Eleventh Great-Grandfather, 
married Cecily Kelke, Eleventh Great-Grandmother, 
here on August 26, 1574. St. Giles Cripplegate 
Parish Church: Rev. John Field (about 1548-
1587/1588), possible Twelfth Great-Grandfather, was 
rector of St. Giles Cripplegate. John had seven chil-
dren, all baptized at St. Giles Cripplegate: Dorcas 
Field (May 7, 1570), who married Edward Ryce 
on November 9, 1590, at St. Giles Cripplegate; John  

Top left: Tolethorpe Hall. Above left to right: Here-
ford, Heptonstall, Halifax, Little Casterton, Careby, 
Cambridge, Hawkedon, and Great Bentley, Eng-
land. Map courtesy of Philip’s, Copyright  2003. 
Below: St. Sepulcher-without-Newgate Parish 
Church, where John Farrer married Cecily Kelke 
in 1574. Completed in 1450, St. Sepulcher is the 
largest parish church in London.    
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Field (January 4, 1572), Theophilus Field (January 22, 1574-1636), Jonathan Field 
(May 13, 1577), Nathaniel Field (June 13 1584-before 1587), Elizabeth Field (February  

2, 1583-June 14, 1613) and Nathaniel Field (October 17, 1587-1632/1633). Henry Fer-
ror (1537-1610), Eleventh Great-Grandfather, was buried in St. Margaret’s Church, 
which is located next to Westminster Abbey.     
 

Top and above: St. Margaret’s Church. Henri 
Ferror (11th Great-Granduncle), while acting 
as a judge, was stabbed and murdered at West-
minster Hall, and buried in St. Margaret’s 
Church, which is located across the street. Lo-
cation of St. Sepulcher-without-Newgate and 
St. Margaret’s Church in London. Maps cour-
tesy of Philip’s. Lower right: St. Giles Crip-
plegate Parish Church, where John Field (pos-
sible 12th Great-Grandfather) was rector and 
all of his children, including Bishop Theophi-
lus Field (possibly 11th Great-Grandfather), 
were born. Other churches in London were de-
stroyed in the great fire of 1666 and from Ger-
man bombs in World War II.                     
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Midgley, England 
Ewood, Hanroyd and Brearley Hall 

 
John Farrer of London (1544-1628), Eleventh Great-Grandfather, inherited Hanroyd 
lying in the township of Midgley. William Ferror (died 1573), Twelfth Great-

Grandfather, was the oldest child of Henrie 
Ferror, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, and in-
herited his father’s estate of Ewood in Midg-
ley. Henry Ferror (1537-1610), Eleventh Great-
Granduncle, purchased of John Lacy of Brearley 
the lordship of the Manor of Midgley in 1598. 
The sale included the Manor and Lordship of Midgley, a water corn mill called Brearley 
Milne, a water mill in Cheswally, and nine messuages. He also owned Ewood Hall until 
he was murdered in 1610. Ewood Hall then went to John Farrer, Eleventh Great-
Grandfather, above. Hugh Lacy (died 1573), Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, was heir to 
Brearley Hall. Later he was lord and owner of the Manor of Midgley. Gilbert Lacy 
(died 1606), Twelfth Great-Granduncle, served as a churchwarden for Midgley in 1593. 

Top left: Brearley Hall in Midgley, Eng-
land. The Lacy family owned this mans-
ion and were Lords of the Manor. Above 
and left: St. Savior's Church in Norwich, 
England; April 2009. John Pleasants 
(10th Great-Grandfather), Margaret 
Pleasants (10th Great-Grandmother), 
John Pleasants (9th Great-Grandfather), 
John Pleasants (8th Great-Grandfather) 
and fourteen of their children were bap-
tized, married, and/or buried here. St. 
Savior’s is located only a few blocks from 
Norwich Cathedral, which boasts the 
second tallest spiral in England.   
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Above: Family churches and sites in Norwich, England. Arrows from the top: St. Paul’s 
Church, where William Pleasants (12th Great-Grandfather) was buried in the churchyard in 
1583; St. Saviour Church, where John Pleasants (10th Great-Grandfather), Margaret Pleasants 
(10th Great-Grandmother), John Pleasants (9th Great-Grandfather) and John Pleasants (8th 
Great-Grandfather) were baptized, married and/or buried; Church of St. Simon and St. Jude, 
where Simon Huntington (8th Great-Grandfather) was baptized on July 6, 1629; Church of St. 
Andrew, where Simon Huntington and Margaret Baret (9th Great-Grandparents) were married 
on May 11, 1623; St. John Maddermarket, where Thomas Baret (9th Great-Granduncle) was 
married in 1625; Norwich Guildhall, where Christopher Baret (10th Great-Grandfather) and his 
sons, Thomas and Peter Baret, administered the office of mayor in 1634, 1647 and 1650; St. 
Peter Mancroft, where all but one of Christopher Baret’s children were baptized between 1590 
and 1600; All Saints Church, where Robert Pleasants (11th Great-Grandfather) was buried in 
1591, and Katherine Putrasse Pleasants (12th Great-Grandmother) in 1558; St. Stephen’s, where 
Christopher Baret left money for the poor of the parish in his will. These sites are close enough 
to each other to be easily visited by walking through the town. Norwich was the second city of 
England in 1630, having tripled in population during the previous sixty years. There were once 
fifty-seven churches of which thirty-one remain today, 2009. An old Norwich saying went, “A 
church for every week and a pub for every day.” Map courtesy of Philip’s, Copyright  2003.   

Along with Hugh Lacy, he leased the Warley Corn Mill for 31 years beginning on July 
15, 1557. Gilbert Lacy (died 1492), Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, married Johanna 
(Isabel), daughter and heiress of Sir Gerard Soothill, Lord of Midgley and of Brear- 

ley Hall. Brearley Hall is located in the township of Midgley, five miles west of 
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Halifax. Gilbert was the second son of John Lacy, but by his marriage, Gilbert came 
into possession of Brearley Hall and became lord of Midgley.   
         

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
St. Saviour Church 

 
Christenings: John Pleasants (1644-1698), Eighth Great-Grandfather, immigrated 
about 1665 to Virginia, converted to the Quaker faith, and became very rich. Whereas the 
descent of some relatives is uncertain, the ancestry of John Pleasants is sure. John 
Pleasants (1618-1662), Ninth Great-Grandfather, was a worsted weaver. He owned 
lands, houses, tenements, gardens and orchards in St. Saviour. John Pleasants (1588-
1640), Tenth Great-Grandfather. Samuel Pleasants (1645-after 1690), Eighth Great- 
Granduncle. Benjamin Pleasants (1646-after 1690), Eighth Great-Granduncle. Thomas 
Pleasants (1647/1654-after 1690), Eighth Great-Granduncle, probably moved to Ireland. 
Martha Pleasants (1647/1654-1653/1654), Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Joshua Pleasants 
(1647/1654-1660), Eighth Great-Granduncle. Elizabeth Pleasants (1661/1662-1661/ 
1662), Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Robert Pleasants (1620-1621/1622), Ninth Great-
Granduncle.  Mary Pleasants (1621), Ninth Great-Grandaunt. Robert Pleasants (1623-
1666), Ninth Great-Granduncle. Samuel Pleasants (1625-1638), Ninth Great-Grand-
uncle. Elizabeth Pleasants (1627), Ninth Great-Grandaunt. William Pleasants (1628/ 
1629-1637/1638), Ninth Great-Granduncle. Benjamin Pleasants (1631-1632), Ninth 
Great-Granduncle. Benjamin Pleasants (1636-1637), Ninth Great-Granduncle.  
 
Marriage: Martha Pleasants (about 1615-1653/1654), Ninth Great-Grandaunt, married 
in 1637. 

 
Burials: John Pleasants (1618-1662), Ninth Great-Grandfather. John Pleasants (1588-
1640) Tenth Great-Grandfather, moved from All Saints Parish in Norwich to St. Saviour 
about 1617-1618. Margaret Pleasants (about 1593-1639), Tenth Great-Grandmother.  
Joshua Pleasants (1647/1654-1660), Eighth Great-Granduncle. Elizabeth Pleasants 
(1661/1662-1661/1662), Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Martha Pleasants (about 1615-
1653/1654), Ninth Great-Grandaunt. Robert Pleasants (1620-1621/1622), Ninth Great-
Granduncle. Samuel Pleasants (1625-1638), Ninth Great-Granduncle. William Pleasants 
(1628/1629-1626/1627), Ninth Great-Granduncle. Benjamin Pleasants (1631-1632), 
Ninth Great-Granduncle. Benjamin Pleasants (1636-1637), Ninth Great-Granduncle.  
 

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
All Saints Church  

 
Christenings: John Pleasants (1588-1640), Tenth Great-Grandfather, lived in All 
Saints Parish until about 1617/1618, when he moved to St. Saviour in Norwich. Henry 
Pleasants (1590-1603), Tenth Great-Granduncle.  
 
Marriage: William Pleasants’ (about 1520-1583), Twelfth Great-Grandfather, third 
marriage to Alice Walker in 1579. 



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3667

Burials: Robert Pleasants (before 1558-1591), Eleventh Great-Grandfather, buried in 
the churchyard. Katherine Putrasse Pleasants (about 1533-1558), Twelfth Great-

Grandmother, buried at “All Saints in 
Bestweke.” Alice Pleasants, second 
wife of William Pleasants, Twelfth 
Great-Grandfather. Henry Pleasants (1590-1603), Tenth Great-Granduncle. Thomas 
Pleasants (died 1579), Eleventh Great-Granduncle.  
 

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
St. Paul’s Church 

 
Burial: William Pleasants (about 1520-1583), Twelfth Great-Grandfather, buried in 
“Churche Yarde of St. Paules.” William was living in the parish of St. Paul’s in 1579. 
 
St. Paul’s parish church was heavily damaged by German bombs during World War II 
and torn down by city planners in the 1950s. Its round tower was the “biggest of five” 
in the city.  
  

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
Church of St. Simon and St. Jude 

 
Simon Huntington, Eighth Great-Grandfather, was baptized in St. Simon and St. Jude 
on July 6, 1629. 
 
St. Simon and St. Jude is located across the street from Norwich Cathedral.   

Left: All Saints Church in Norwich, England; 
April 2009. William Pleasants (12th Great-Grand-
father), Katherine Putrasse Pleasants (12th Great-
Grandmother) Robert Pleasants (11th Great-Grand-
father), John Pleasants (10th Great-Grandfather), 
Thomas Pleasants (11th Great-Granduncle) and 
Henry Pleasants (10th Great-Granduncle) were 
baptized, married and/or buried here. Above: St. 
Paul’s Church in Norwich (1930s). William Plea-
sants (12th Great-Grandfather) was buried in the 
churchyard of St. Paul’s in 1583. The church was 
damaged by German fire bombs in World War II, 
and torn down in the 1950s.  
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Above: Church of St. Simon and St. Jude in Nor-
wich, England, which no longer has its tower. Si-
mon Huntington (8th Great-Grandfather) was bap-
tized in St. Simon and St. Jude on July 6, 1629. 
Left: St. Andrew’s Parish Church in Norwich, 
where Simon Huntington and Margaret Baret (9th 
Great-Grandparents) were married on May 11, 
1623. Their oldest son, Christopher, and youngest 
son, Henry, were baptized in St. Andrew in 1624 
and 1631; Henry was buried there in 1632. Below: 
Church of St. John Maddermarket. Thomas Baret 
(9th Great-Granduncle) married here in 1625. 

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
Church of St. Andrew 

 
Simon Huntington, Eighth Great-Grandfather, and Margaret Baret, Eighth Great-
Grandmother, were married in St. Andrew on May 11, 1623.    
 

Norwich, Norfolk, 
England 

St. John Maddermarket 
Church 

 
Thomas Baret, Ninth Great-Granduncle, was married in 
St. John Maddermarket in 1625.   
 

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
Church of St. Peter Mancroft 

 
Christopher Baret, Tenth Great-Grandfather, attended St. 
Peter Mancroft, the largest and finest parish church in Nor-
wich. All of his children, except one, were baptized here 
between 1590 and 1600.  
 
Many of the city’s mayors attended St. Peter Mancroft, and there is list of a few of the 
mayors on a monument inside the church.  
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Top: St. Peter Mancroft in Norwich, England. Chris-
topher Baret (10th Great-Grandfather) attended St. 
Peter Mancroft and all of his children were baptized 
here, except one, between 1590 and 1600. Above: St. 
Stephen’s Parish Church. Christopher Baret (10th 
Great-Grandfather) left money for the poor of this 
parish in his will. The church is located across the 
street from St. Peter Mancroft. Right: Norwich’s 
Guildhall, the second largest in England. Christopher 
Baret met at the Guildhall in the Mayor’s Council 
Chamber with other officials when he served as 
mayor in 1634 and 1647. All photographs in April 2009.   

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
St. Stephen’s Church 

 

 

                                          
Christopher Baret, Tenth Great-
Grandfather, may have attended 
the church at St. Stephen’s later in 

his life. It is located only a few hundred feet from St. Peter Mancroft, where all but one 
of his children were christened between 1590 and 1600. Christopher left money for the 
poor of the parish of St. Stephen in his will.     
 
St. Stephen’s is a handsome church. When the building is closed you can still see the 
interior through a huge glass wall.   
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Top left: St. Andrew’s parish 
church in Westhall, England, 
where three generations of the 
Barrett family attended church. 
Above: Baptismal font and gild-
ed screen (paid for by Richard 
Love, 13th Great-Grandfather) 
inside the church.   

Norwich, Norfolk, England 
Norwich Guildhall 

 
Christopher Baret, Tenth Great-Grandfather, and his sons, Thomas Baret and Peter 
Baret, Ninth Great-Granduncles, served terms as Mayor of Norwich. This was a great 
honor as Norwich was the second most important city in England during their era. 
Christopher was mayor in 1634 and 1647; Thomas was mayor in 1650, and Peter at 
an unknown date. The guildhall is the largest in England outside of London, and it was 
here that they administered their civic duties.    
 

Westhall, England 
St. Andrew’s Parish Church 

 
William Barrett, Eleventh Great-Grandfather, attended 
St. Andrew’s parish church. William Barrett (died 
1547), Twelfth Great-Grandfather, married Margaret 
Love, Twelfth Great-Grandmother, in St. Andrew’s. 
Her father, Richard 
Love, Thirteenth Great- 
Grandfather, attended 
church here. He paid 
for the church’s gild-
ed screens, which are 
still in good condition.         
 
Three generations of 

the Baret family resided in Westhall. The church dates 
from the twelfth century, with major additions in the 
fourteenth century. As noted, the church’s attractive 
gilded screens were paid for by Richard Love.      
 

Blythburgh, Suffolk, England 
Holy Trinity Parish Church 

 
 

William Baret, Twelfth Great-Grandfather, and John 
Barrett, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, were baptized 
in Holy Trinity. John Barrett, “gentleman,” and his 
wife, Johan, Thirteenth Great-Grandparents, were 
buried inside the church by “St. Anne on the north side 
to the High Altar.”  
 
Holy Trinity Parish Church is considered by church 
authorities as the finest medieval church in the county 
of Suffolk. Because it is an unusually large parish church, it is sometimes referred to as 
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Above: Norwich (birthplace of Simon Hunt-
ington, 8th Great-Grandfather, and where 
Christopher Baret, 10th Great-Grandfather, 
served as mayor), Westhall (birthplace of  
Christopher Baret, 10th Great-Grandfather, 
William Baret/Barrett, 11th Great-Grand-
father; and where William Baret/Barrett 
and his wife, Margaret Love, 12th Great-
Grandparents, daughter of Richard Love, 
resided), Blythburgh (birthplace of William 
Baret, 12th Great-Grandfather, and home of 
William Baret/Barrett, 13th Great-Grand-
father), and Letheringham (home of Marga-
ret Petingale, 11th Great-Grandmother, wife 
of William Baret, and her father, Thomas 
Petingale/Petyshal) in Suffolk County, England.  

Above: Holy Trinity Parish Church in Blyth-
burgh, England, where John and Johan Bar-
rett (13th Great-Grandparents) were buried. 
Below: St. Mary’s in Letheringham, England, 
where Thomas Petyshal (12th Great-Grand-
father) attended church.     

the “Cathedral of the Marshes.” The church dates from 1412. The Baret “coat of arms 
was set in ye glass window in ye parish church till ye late Reformation, that took 
painted glass as idolatrous 
and beat them down”—
Thomas Baret, Ninth Great-
Granduncle.     
  

Letheringham, 
England 

St. Mary’s Church 
 
Thomas Petyshal/Petingale, 
Twelfth Great-Grandfather, 
attended church at St. Mary’s  

and his daughter, Margaret Petyshal/ 
Petingale, Eleventh Great-Grandmother, was 
probably baptized here. 
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Before the Reformation, St. Mary’s Church had many tombs and memorials that do not 
exist today.   
 

Oxford, England 
St. John’s College and Merton College 

 
St. John’s College: Dr. John Woodson (1586-
1644), Ninth Great-Grandfather, graduated from 
St. John’s. Merton College: Sir Henry Savile, 
Cousin, was warden of Merton (oldest Oxford 
College) for 35 years. His monument stands in the 
antechapel. According to England Blue Guide, page 
303, it contains the best medieval library in England.    

 

Ramsey, Essex, England 
St. Michael’s Church 

 

Burials 
 
John Marvin (1480s-1533), Twelfth Great- 
Grandfather, lived all of his life in Ramsey.  
Reinold Marvin (1513-1556), Eleventh Great- 
Grandfather, lived his entire life in Ramsey. He 
left a legacy to care for Ramsey Bridge. He owned various estates in Ramsey known as 
Betettes and Genettes. In the town of Wrabness he owned a tenement that he 
bequeathed to his son, Edward Marvin (1552-1615), Tenth Great-Grandfather.  

 

Left: St John’s College at Oxford. Dr. John Wood-
son (9th Great-Grandfather) graduated from St. 
John’s. Above: Monument to Sir Henry Savile, war-
den of Merton College. Lower left: Location of 
Merton College in Oxford. Map courtesy of Philip’s. 
Below: St. Michael’s Church in Ramsey.     
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Sowerby, England 
Hollinhey and the Field House 

 
Henri Ferror, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, owned Hollinhey and willed it to his son, 
Henri Ferror, Twelfth Great-Granduncle, in 1548. The home was demolished in 1896.  
He also willed Henri the Field House in Sowerby.       
 

Stamford, England 
All Saints Church 

 
John Browne (died 1442) and Margery Browne 
(died 1460), Sixteenth Great-Grandparents, are 

buried at the upper end of the north 
aisle. There is an inscription to them 
in Latin on a gilt brass plate in the 
wall. John built All Saints. John 
Browne (died 1462-1470) and Agnes 
Browne (died 1470), Fifteenth Great 
Grandparents. William Browne 
(died 1489), Fifteenth Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Margaret Stoke 
Brown (died 1490), are buried in the 
south chapel (St. Mary’s) in All Saints. There are figures of William and Margaret and 
an inscription to them in Latin. William Browne paid for the church’s steeple.  
Alice Browne (died 1481), Fifteenth Great-Grandaunt, and possibly her husband Mr. 
Bredmeydew are buried here.        
 
Browne Hospital (dedicated in 1494) near All Saints in Stamford, England, was built 
by William Browne, Fifteenth Great-Granduncle.    
 
The Brownes of Stamford may not be the ancestors of Abraham Brown of Watertown. 

 

 

 

Left: All Saints Church. Above: Brasses of the 
Browne family in All Saints Church. Below: Lo-
cation of Twyning, England. Map courtesy of Phi-
lip’s, Copyright  2003.     
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Twyning, 
England 

St. Mary Magdalene 
Parish Church 

 
Eight members of the Baugh 
family are buried in St. Mary 
Magdalene, the parish church 
of Twyning, England. William 
(died 1628) and Mary Baugh, 
Eleventh Great-Grandparents, 
and Edward Baugh (died 1679), 
probable Tenth Great-Grand- 
uncle, are buried here.       
 
Twyning is located southwest 
of the intersection of Motor-
way 5 and Motorway 50.   
 

Warwick, 
England 

Warwick Parish Church 
 
Warwick Castle may be the 
finest in England. At least 
Princess Rebecca Martin 
thinks so. In the grand Warwick 
Parish Church is the magnificent 
effigy tomb of Thomas De 
Beauchamp of Warwick (1312-
1369) (Twentieth Great-Grand-
father), twelfth Earl of Warwick, 
and his wife, Katherine, Coun-
tess of Warwick (Twentieth 
Great-Grandmother). Thomas De 
Beauchamp fought in many cam-
paigns for the Kings of England, 
including the decisive English 
victory at Crecy in France.   
 
The Beauchamp Chapel is one 
of the richest and finest in 
England. It houses the tombs 

 

Top: St. Magdalene Parish Church in Twyning, England. Middle: 
View of Warwick from the castle. Warwick Parish Church is about 
a mile from the castle. Above: Effigies of Thomas De Beauchamp 
and his wife, Katherine (20th Great-Grandparents) in Warwick.   
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of some of the descendants of Thomas and includes the tomb of Thomas Dudley, the 
favorite suitor of Queen Elizabeth.      
     

Wrabness, Essex, England 
Homestead 

 
Edward Marvin’s (about 1552-1615), Tenth 
Great-Grandfather, home was willed to him by 
his father, Reinold Marvin (1513-1556), Eleventh           

 
Great-Grandfather. To find the tenement: “The 
main road after crossing Ramsey Bridge is called 
Ramsey street, running northwesterly and then 
west passing through Wrabness near the northerly 
boundary of Wix which adjoins Wrabness on the 
south and southwest. At the corner made by the 
road to Wrabness station on the left and little more than two miles from the Ramsey 
Bridge stood the house, which Reinold gave his son Edward. It is unusual to locate the 
English ancestry of the first settlers in America and still more difficult and exceptional 
to be able to identify the very homestead.”    

Top left: Caerphilly Castle in Wales, 
where Margaret De Clare (21st Great- 
Grandmother) was born in 1292. This 
is one of the largest and most mag-
nificent castles in Great Britain. Left: 
This monument is at the Market Cross 
in Carmarthen where Bishop Robert 
Ferror (13th Great-Granduncle) was 
burned at the stake. He bravely re-
fused to renounce his Protestant be-
liefs during the reign of “Bloody 
Mary” in 1555. Top: Wrabness in 
England. Above: Carmarthen in 
Wales. Maps courtesy of Philip’s.   
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Caerphilly, Wales 
Caerphilly Castle 

 
Margaret De Clare, Twenty-first Great-Grandmother, was born in Caerphilly Castle 
in 1292.   
 

Carmarthen, Wales 
Market Cross 

 
Bishop Robert Farrar, Thirteenth Great-Granduncle, was burned at the stake on the 
south side of the Market Cross in Carmarthen on March 30, 1555. The place of his 
martyrdom is located by the entrance to the castle in the center of the city. At the time 
of his death he was serving as Bishop of St. David’s, the largest cathedral in Wales.  
 

Additional Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes  
 

Caplinger Mills, Missouri 
Preston Cemetery 

 
Preston Cemetery is located approximately 
three or four miles from Caplinger Mills, 
Missouri. Leave Caplinger Mills on 
Highway N; cross over the Sac River 
and continue to 1481 Cedar Road and 
turn left. Go 1.1 miles and turn left on 
500 Cedar Road. Continue 3/10 of a 
mile and turn right on 1425 Cedar Road.  
Go one mile and turn right on 400 
Cedar Road. Go ¼ of a mile to the cemetery, 
which is on top of a hill. The neighbor’s 
friendly dog may greet you. Sometimes 
the cemetery is covered by tall grass.            
   

Morrisville, Vermont 
Plain’s Cemetery 

 
Eliphalet Whitney (1757-1832), Fifth Great-Grandfather, and his wife, Lois Houghton 
Whitney (1756-1838), Fifth Great-Grandmother. Polly Whitney (1776-1835), Fourth 
Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Ebenezer Shaw (1773-1866). Annis Whitney (1773-
1840), Fourth Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Seth Haskins (1777-1860).  
 
Plain’s Cemetery is located on the north side of Morrisville. Go north on Highway 100  

Above: Preston Cemetery near Caplinger Mills, 
Missouri, where Mary Bowles Burford (2nd 
Great-Grandaunt) is buried. I am standing 
next to her gravestone in 2005.         
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from downtown Morrisville and turn left (west) on Highway 15. Go about 2/10 of 
a mile and turn left on Needle Eye Road, which is the angled street past the Dunkin 

Donut shop. Go about another 2/10 of a mile, staying to the right, and go up the small 
hill, where the cemetery will be located on the right.    
      

Morrisville, Vermont 
Lakeview Cemetery 

 
Lydia Whitney (1784-1842/1843), 
Fourth Great-Grandaunt, and her 
husband, Ozias Boardman (1774-
1843). Their children: Amanda Board-
man (1804-1809), Cyrene Board-
man (1804-1809), Almond Board-
man (1807-1891), Plooma Board-
man (1820-1821), and two un-
named daughters (born 1811 and 
1815) are buried next to them.   
 
Lakeview Cemetery is located on 

Cady’s Falls Road in Morrisville. Go north from downtown Morrisville on Highway 
100. Turn left (west) on Bridge Street and cross two bridges to Cady’s Falls Road. Turn 
right (north) and after passing Stage Coach Road take an immediate left up the hill to 
the cemetery.     

Above: Plain’s Cemetery in Morrisville, Vermont.  
Eliphalet and Lois Whitney’s gravestones are the 
second and third from the right. Polly Whitney’s 
monument is the sixth from the right. Right, top to 
bottom: Plain’s Cemetery, Lakeview Cemetery, Riv-
erside Cemetery, Mountain View Cemetery, home of 
James Tinker, and Waitsfield Common Cemetery. 
Below: Lakeview Cemetery in Morrisville. Morris-
ville is situated on the Lamoille River among hills and 
distant mountains. Waitsfield is located on Mad Riv-
er, which is called mad because it flows northward.    
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Morrisville, Vermont 
Riverview Cemetery 

 
Dr. Almerion Tinker (1799-1886), 
son of John Tinker, Fourth Great-
Granduncle, his wife Caroline Vilas 
(died 1849), and second wife Mary 
Perkins (1823-1896).       
 
Riverview Cemetery is located in 
downtown Morrisville on Main 
Street behind the public library.   
 

Morristown, 
Vermont 

Mountain View Cemetery 
 

James Tinker (1775-1860), Fourth 
Great-Granduncle, and his wife, 
Anna Town Tinker (1791-1863). 
Betsy Whitney (1791/1792-1877), 
Fourth Great-Grandaunt, and her 
husband, Benoni Shaw (1787-1857).     
 
To visit Mountain View Cemetery go about eight miles north of Stowe, Vermont, on  

Top right: Riverview Cemetery in Morrisville. Mid-
dle and left: Mountain View Cemetery in Morris-
town; tall monument is for James Tinker. Above: 
Home of James Tinker in Morristown; May 2006.    
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Highway 100. Turn left (west) on Morristown Corners Road and go about 6/10 of a 
mile to the cemetery. Before reaching the cemetery you will come to a stop sign at 
Stage Coach Road. Dr. James Tinker’s red brick home will be on the right and the post 
office, where he served as postmaster, will be on the left. Continue about 2/10 of a mile 
beyond the stop sign to the cemetery.    
          

Morristown, Vermont 
Home of James Tinker 

 
The original brick home of James Tin-
ker, Fourth Great-Granduncle, is located 
at the Morristown Corners, southwest of 
downtown Morrisville, “which he sur-
rounded with maple trees” (the trees were 
still standing in 1935, but the last one died 
recently). It is called the Corners because 
four major roads crossed at this location in 
the early 1800s. In 1935 James’ home 
was called “a fine old brick house and a 
monument to his good taste and judg-
ment.” The post office, built in 1823, 
stands across the street from his home and 
is now a convenience store.   
   
The home of his brother, Ralph Tinker, 
Fourth Great-Grandfather, was located 
next to James’ house at what was later 
called the ministerial lot. A Congregat-
ional Church once stood at the corners, 
but was later taken down because of a 
poor foundation. Both were members and 
officers in this church.  
 
To visit his home travel about eight miles 
north of Stowe, Vermont, on Highway 
100 and turn left on Morristown Corners 
Road. Go about 4/10 of a mile to the top of the hill, where James Tinker’s red brick house 
is now a used book store.   
 

Waitsfield, Vermont 
Waitsfield Common Cemetery 

 
Lois Whitney (1782-1853), Fourth Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, Captain John 
Campbell (1779-1852). Some of their children and grandchildren are buried beside them.    
The cemetery is located east of Waitsfield. Going south on Highway 100 turn left (east) 

Above: Federal-style red brick home of James 
Tinker, built about 1825. The house was 
noted as one of the finest in the entire region.  
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across the covered bridge on East Warren Street. Go 1.2 miles and turn left on Joslin 
Hill Road. Continue 4/10 of a mile to the cemetery, which is on top of a hill.       
 

Marlboro, 
Vermont 
Old Hogback 

Cemetery 
 
Samuel Whitney (1739-
1811), Fifth Great-Grand- 
uncle, and his wife, Phebe 
Harrington Whitney (1740- 
1812). Samuel Whitney 
is the grandfather of Newel K. Whitney, one of 
the most important men in the early history of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.      
 
Old Hogback Cemetery is located in Marlboro 
south of Highway 9. This land was originally 
owned by Samuel Whitney, Fifth Great-Grand-                                                           

uncle, and his home was located across the street from the 
cemetery. To find the burial ground go west on Highway 9 past the main exit for central 
Marlboro for 3.5 miles. Go left (south) on the second road past Golden Eagle Motel, 
which is Butterfield Road. Go 6/10 of a mile and turn left (east) on Adams Crossroad 
which will go down a hill (there is an old house built in 1823 at the corner). Before 
reaching the bottom of the hill and a brook you will see a stone wall in the field to your 
right (south), which encloses the cemetery. In the summer the wall may be difficult to 
see.        

Top left: Waitsfield Com-
mon Cemetery. Above: Old 
Hogback Cemetery in Marl-
boro, Vermont; May 2006. 
Left: Monument to Eliz-
abeth Tinker Phillips (3rd 
Great-Grandmother) and 
her brother, Eliphalet Tin-
ker (3rd Great-Granduncle), 
in Hunter’s Chapel Cem-
etery, Dallas County, Ar-
kansas. It was placed there 
by Ronald and Richard 
Martin in August 2007. A 
monument was made in 
2007 and placed over the 
grave of Nancy Hen-
derson Phillips (4th Great-
Grandmother) in Larue 
County, Kentucky in 2008.    
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Middletown, Connecticut 
Riverside Cemetery 

 
Mary Tinker Stanclift (1654-1712), 
Eighth Great-Grandaunt. Her ancient, 
interesting gravestone is in excellent 
condition. Her monument was carv-
ed by her husband or by one of her 
sons.   

Riverside Cemetery is the oldest bury-
ing ground in Middletown. The oldest gravestone dates from 1689, but the first burials 
were forty years earlier. It is located in downtown Middletown, south of the Arrigoni 
Bridge (Highway 17/66) on Hartford Avenue near the Connecticut River. Middletown is 
located between Hartford and New Haven, Connecticut.   
  

Windsor, Hartford County, Connecticut 
Palisado Cemetery 

 
Mary Merwin Tinker Collins (1613-1662/1669), Tenth Great-Grandmother (no grave-
stone). Samuel Griswold (died 1682, age 7 months; good gravestone), son of George 
Griswold (1633-1704; died in Windsor; probably buried in Palisado Cemetery-no 
gravestone), Eighth Great-Granduncle, and Mary Holcombe Griswold. Rev. Ephraim 
Huit (gravestone is the oldest readable monument in Connecticut; in excellent 
condition), pastor of Edward Griswold (1607-1691), Ninth Great-Grandfather, in 
England; they traveled to New England together in 1639. Rev. Huit died on September 
4, 1644.       

Top left: Gravestone of Mary Tinker 
Stanclift (8th Great-Grandaunt) in 
Riverside Cemetery, Middletown, 
Connecticut. Left and above: Tomb 
of Rev. Ephraim Huit in Palisado 
Cemetery in Windsor, Hartford, Con-
necticut. This is the oldest readable 
monument in Connecticut.  
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Palisado Cemetery is the oldest cemetery in Windsor 
(located north of Hartford, Connecticut) and one of the 
oldest in Connecticut. It is located on Palisado Avenue 
(Highway 159), not far from the Connecticut River. Going 
north on I-91 exit east on Highway 305 (Bloomfield Ave-
nue). Turn right on Highway 75 then turn left on Highway 
159. The cemetery will be on your left. 
 

Dorchester, Massachusetts 
Dorchester North Burying Ground 

 
Henry Kibby (about 1610-1661; died in Dorchester) 
and Rachel Linton Kibby (about 1612-1657; died in 
Dorchester), Tenth Great-Grandparents, are certainly 
buried in Dorchester North Burying Ground (no grave-
stones), which was established in 1634, and is one of 
the oldest in America.    
 
Dorchester is now part of modern Boston, Massachu-
setts. The cemetery is located at the corner of Dudley/ 
Stoughton and Columbia Road, west of I-93.   
 

Worchester, Massachusetts 
Worchester Common 

 
Colonel Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790), son of Eliz-
abeth Whitney (1702-1789), Sixth Great-Grandaunt, 
and her husband, Daniel Bigelow (born 1697). A tall, 
impressive monument was erected to honor the Rev-
olutionary War hero in downtown Worchester in 1861. 
Colonel Bigelow fought in many major battles, in-
cluding Quebec, Saratoga, Monmouth and Yorktown. 
He commanded the 15th Massachusetts regiment in 
the Continental Army.  
 
Worchester is located forty-eight miles southwest of 
Boston, Massachusetts.      
 

Mattituck, Suffolk, New York 
Old Bethany Cemetery 

 
Abigail Durant Tinker (1667/1668-1728), Eighth Great-Grandmother. Her gravestone 
is in excellent condition.  
 
Mattituck is a small town located near the eastern end of Long Island, which was once 
part of Connecticut in the 1600s.  

Top left: Gravestone of Samuel 
Griswold (died age seven months 
in 1682), son of George Gris-
wold (8th Great-Granduncle), 
in Palisado Cemetery, Windsor, 
Connecticut. Above: Monument 
to Col. Timothy Bigelow (1739-
1790), son of Elizabeth Whitney 
(6th Great-Grandaunt), in Wor-
chester, Massachusetts.       
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Top: Gravestone of Abigail Durant Tinker (8th Great-Grandmother) in Old Bethany Cemetery 
in Mattituck, New York. She died in 1728. Mattituck is located on western Long Island, New 
York (above left). Map courtesy of Rand McNally. Darton Church, Darton, England, where 
Francis Addie and Margaret Lee (12th Great-Grandparents) were married about 1600.         

Darton, England 
Darton Church 

 
Francis Addie, Twelfth Great-Grand-
father, and Margaret Lee, Twelfth 
Great-Grandmother, were married in 
Darton Church. She was baptized here 

on September 5, 1579. Ralph Lee, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather, attended Darton 
Church, and his father, Richard Lee, Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, was buried here 
on July 15, 1545.     
 
Darton is located north of Barnsley, immediately east of the M1 at A637, in northern 
England.   

 

Donhead St. Andrew, England 
St. Andrew Church 

 
Thomas Goodenow, Tenth Great-Grandfather, may have been christened in St. Andrew 
Church in 1600/1608. His parents, Thomas Goodenow (1570-1617) and Ursula Haynes 
(about 1574-1634), Eleventh Great-Grandparents, certainly attended St. Andrew. They 
both died in Donhead St. Andrew and were probably buried in St. Andrew Church, she 
on May 22, 1634, and he on December 20, 1617. John Goodenow, Twelfth Great-
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Top right: St. Andrew Church in Donhead St. Andrew, England. 
Above left: St. Martin in the Fields Church in London, England. 
Gabriel Holland (9th Great-Grandfather) was christened in St. 
Martin’s in 1596. Above right: St. Clement Danes Church in Lon-
don. The church was bombed in World War II. John Holland and 
Mary Molyneaux (10th Great-Grandparents) were married in St. 
Clement in 1583.   

Grandfather, probably attended St. Andrew, but was possibly buried in Edsborne Wake, 
Wiltshire, England, where he died on January 7, 1592/1593.     
 
Donhead St. Andrew is located about 
ten miles west of Salisbury, England.       
 

London, England 
St. Margaret’s Church 

Additional Relatives 
 

John Holland (born 1556), possibly 
Tenth Great-Grandfather, was chris-
tened on January 29, 1556, in St. Mar-
garet’s. A Rebecca George, possibly 
the wife of Gabriel Holland, Ninth Great-Grandfather, was christened in St. Margaret’s in 
1591.   

 
St. Margaret’s is located 
next to Westminster 
Abbey and across the 
street from Parliament 
and Big Ben.   
 

London, 
England 

St. Martin in the 
Fields Church 

 
Gabriel Holland, Ninth 
Great-Grandfather, is 
possibly the same Gab-
riel Holland that was 

christened in St. Martin in the Fields on February 15, 1596. Richard Holland (1588-
about 1623), Ninth Great-Granduncle, was christened here on August 11, 1588.  
 
St. Martin in the Fields is located across the street from the National Gallery near Strand 
Street, about half a mile from Big Ben. It is one of the largest and better known parish 
churches in London.     
 

London, England 
St. Clement Danes Church 

 

John Holland and Mary Molyneaux, possible Tenth Great-Grandparents, were married 
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Above: Family churches in London, England, between Waterloo Bridge and Tower Bridge. Left 
to right: St. Clement Danes (Holland), St. Mary Aldermary (Whitney), and St. Stephen Walbrook 
(Lilburne). Below: St. Mary Aldermary, where Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle) was 
christened in 1627. Map courtesy of Philip’s.         

in St. Clement Danes Church in 1583. The church was destroyed by German bombs 
during World War II, but rebuilt after the war.     
St. Clement Danes Church is located on Strand Street a few blocks west of The Temple 
(Roman).     
   

London, England 
St. Mary Aldermary Church 

 
Thomas Whitney (1627-1719), Ninth Great-Granduncle, 
was baptized in St. Mary Aldermary on December 10, 1627. 

 
St. Mary Aldermary is located on Watling Street near the 
corner of Queen Street and Victoria/Threadneedle Street in 
downtown London, just north of the Southwark Bridge. It 
is situated about a quarter mile southeast of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral.   
 

London, England 
St. Paul’s Shadwell 

 
Jane Lilburne Rogers (died after 1724), Sixth Great-
Grandmother, attended St. Paul’s Shadwell. Her daughter, 
Jane Rogers (1698-1760), Fifth Great-Grandaunt, married Isham Randolph in 
St. Paul’s Shadwell on July 25, 1717. Their daughter, Jane Randolph (1721-
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Left: Family churches in London from Lambeth Bridge to 
the Hungerford Bridges (footbridge). Top to bottom: St. 
Martin in the Fields (Holland) and St. Margaret’s (Hol-
land, Farrar, Kelke) located next to Westminster Abbey. 
Above: London Docklands (East London) from Tower 
Bridge to the Millennium Dome. The arrow points to St. 
Paul’s Shadwell, where Jane Lilburne Rogers (6th Great-
Grandmother) attended church, and Jane Rogers (5th 
Great-Grandaunt) married Isham Randolph in 1717. 
They were grandparents of President Thomas Jefferson. 

1776), was christened in St. Paul’s Shadwell on February 25, 1721. She married Peter 
Jefferson, Seventh Great-Granduncle, and they were the parents of President Thomas 
Jefferson. A sign outside the church notes that Jane Randolph was baptized in St. Paul’s.    

St. Paul’s Shadwell, 
also known as the 
Church of Sea Cap-
tains, is located about 
a mile east of the 
Tower of London, 
on the south side of 
Highway A1203, near 

the corner of Cable Street and Cannon Road, north of the Thames River.  
 

London, England 
St. Stephen Walbrook Church 

 
John Lilburne (1629-1678), Sixth Great-Granduncle, 
and his wife, Isabel Quiney Lilburne (1628-1666) 
(great-niece of William Shakespeare), are buried in 
St. Stephen as are two of their children: George 
Lilburne (1657-1697) and John Lilburne (1662-
1662).   
 
St. Stephen Walbrook is located about a mile west 
of the Tower of London near the corner of Cannon 

Street and Walbrook (a quarter mile northwest of London Bridge).    
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Top left: St. Nicholas Church in down-
town Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, 
where William Lilburne and Elizabeth 
Nicholson (7th Great-Grandparents) 
were married in 1662. Above: St. 
Michael’s Church in Sunderland, Eng-
land, where George and Elinor Hicks 
Lilburne (8th Great-Grandparents) 
were members and all of their children 
baptized. Left: St. Peter’s Church in 
Wootton Wawen, England, where Ed-
ward Griswold (9th Great-Grand-
father) was baptized in 1607.       

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England 
St. Nicholas Church 

 
William Lilburne (1633/1634-1681) and Elizabeth 
Nicholson (died about 1721), Seventh Great-Grand-
parents, married in St. Nicholas on August 21, 1662. 
Probably most, if not all, of their children were 
christened at St. Nicholas, including Jane Lilburne, 
Sixth Great-Grandmother.    
 
St. Nicholas is located in downtown Newcastle-
upon-Tyne across from the ancient castle near 
the Tyne River.  
 

Sunderland, England 
St. Michael’s (Bishopwearmouth) Church 

 
George Lilburne (1585/1586-1676) and Elinor 
Hicks Lilburne (died 1677), Eighth Great-Grand-
parents, attended St. Michael’s (long known as 
Bishopwearmouth) and all of their children were 
baptized here, including William Lilburne, Seven-
th Great-Grandfather, on January 22, 1633/1634.  

 

Wootton Wawen, England 
St. Peter’s Church 

Edward Griswold (1607-1691), Ninth Great-Grandfather, was baptized in St. Peter’s 
Church (oldest church in Warwickshire; its tower “dates back to the 900s, and possibly 
earlier”) on July 26, 1607. George Greswold, Tenth Great-Grandfather, was probably 
also christened here on November 6, 1574, and his wife, Dousabel, Tenth Great-Grand-
mother, was buried here on August 28, 1615.  
 
Wootton Wawen is located northwest of Stratford-upon-Avon, Shakespeare’s home.   
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Top: St. Mary the Virgin Church in Lap-
worth, England. John Greswold (12th Great-
Grandfather) attended St. Mary. Above: 
St. Laurence Church in Rowlington, Eng-
land, where John Greswold (13th Great-
Grandfather) was buried in 1515, John 
Greswold (14th Great-Grandfather) in 1481, 
and John Greswold (15th Great-Grand-
father) in 1473. Right: St. Alphege’s Church 
in Solihull, England, where at least four 
generations of the Greswold family at-
tended church in the 1300s and 1400s.     

Lapworth, Warwickshire, England 
St. Mary the Virgin Church 

 
John Greswold (about 1510-1583), Twelfth Great-
Grandfather, attended St. Mary the Virgin, and 
his children were baptized here. 
 

Rowlington, 
Warwickshire, England 

St. Laurence Church 
 

John Greswold (about 1472-1515), Thirteenth 
Great-Grandfather, was probably christened at 
St. Laurence about 1472, and was buried here 
in 1515. John Greswold, Esq. (about 1440-1481), 
Fourteenth Great-Grandfather, was probably 
also buried in St. Laurence in 1481, as well as 
John Greswold (about 1414-about 1473), Fif-
teenth Great-Grandfather, about 1473.  
 

Solihull, England 
St. Alphege’s Church 

 
John Greswold (about 1414-about 1473), Fif-
teenth Great-Grandfather was possibly christened 
in St. Alphege’s Church about 1414, as well as 
John Greswold, 
Sixteenth Great-
Grandfather, about 
1390. William vel 
Thomas Greswold, 
Seventeenth Great-
Grandfather, and  

Richard Greswold (died 1411), Eighteenth Great-Grand-
father, may be buried here.   
 

Windsor, England 
St. John the Baptist Church 

 
Robert Tinker (1565-1624), Tenth Great-Grandfather, was 
a church warden. All of his nine children (wife, Mary Merwin, died 1662/1669) were 
christened in New Windsor, Berkshire, England, probably at St. John the Baptist Church,  
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Above: St. John the Baptist Church in Windsor, 
England. Robert Tinker (probable 10th Great- 
Grandfather) was buried in the churchyard of St. 
John in 1624. Windsor Castle can be seen behind 
the church. Right: The church of St. Mary in Ticehurst; 
2004. All five children of James and Agnes Hos-
mer (11th Great-Grandparents) were christened 
here during the 1570s, including Stephen Hosmer 
(10th Great-Grandfather) on December 26, 1570. 
Later, Stephen married Dorothy Selden (10th 
Great-Grandmother) here on January 25, 1601/1602, 
before moving to Hawkhurst, England. All of 
their children were baptized at St. Laurence 
Parish Church in Hawkhurst. William Selden 
and Mary Appes (11th Great-Grandparents) were 
married in St. Mary’s in 1576.  

where he was buried in the churchyard on June 2, 1624. John Tinker, Ninth Great-
Grandfather, was probably christened here on July 18, 1613. Interestingly, Mary Merwin 

Tinker immigrated to New England 
and was one of the first settlers of 
Windsor, Connecticut.  
 
St. John the Baptist Church is located 
in Windsor within sight of the famous, 
royal castle.  
   

Ticehurst, England 
St. Mary’s Church 

 
James (about 1542-1605) and Agnes 
Hosmer (about 1546-1614), Eleventh 
Great-Grandparents, attended St. Mary’s. 
Five of their children were christened 
here, including Stephen Hosmer (1570-
1632), Tenth Great-Grandfather, who 
was baptized on December 26, 1570. 
Stephen married Dorothy Selden, Tenth 
Great-Grandmother, in St. Mary’s on 
January 25, 1601/1602, before moving to 
Hawkhurst, England. William Selden 
(1548-1621) and Mary Appes (died 

1617), Eleventh Great-Grandparents, were married in St. Mary’s in 1576. Richard 
Selden, Tenth Great-Granduncle was christened here on November 3, 1577, and Mary 
Selden, Tenth Great-Grandaunt, on October 24, 1579.     
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Above: Church of St. Peter (also known as Sele 
Priory Church) in Upper Beeding, England, 
where William Selkeden (12th Great-Grand-
father) was buried in the churchyard on Oct-
ober 4, 1551. His parents, William (died 1549) 
and Alice (died 1551) Selkeden (13th Great-
Grandparents), were also buried here. The 
Selden/Selkeden family lived in Upper Beed-
ing at least from the late 1400s until the mid-
dle 1500s. Left: Residences of the Greswold 
family in Warwickshire, England. Left to right: 
Wootton Wawen, Solihull, Lapworth, Rowing-
ton, and Kenilworth. Robert Greswold (11th 
Great-Granduncle) was executed for his faith 
at Gallows Hill in Warwick (lower right) in 
1604. He was buried beneath the gallows. Map 
courtesy of Philip’s.   

Ticehurst is located ten miles northwest of Battle, England, site of the famous Battle 
of Hastings in 1066.  
 

Upper Beeding, England 
St. Peter’s Church 

 
William Selden/Selkeden (1512-1551), 
Twelfth Great-Grandfather, was buried 
in the churchyard of St. Peter on Oc-
tober 4, 1551. William (about 1485-1549) 
and Alice Selkeden, Thirteenth Great-
Grandparents, were also buried here; he 
on April 10, 1549, and she in September/ 
October 1551.    
 

Upper Beeding is located about seven miles 
northwest of downtown Brighton.  

 

Wadhurst, East Sussex, England 
St. Peter and St. Paul Church 

 
William Selden and Mary Appes, Eleventh Great-Grandparents, were both buried in 
Wadhurst in 1621 and 1617, probably in the churchyard of St. Peter and St. Paul.  
 
The church of St. Peter and St. Paul has the most iron tombs (30) in England.  
 
Wadhurst is located four miles northwest of Ticehurst and about fourteen miles from  
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Right: Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in Wadhurst, a 
market town in East Sussex, England. It has the most 
iron tombs (30) in England. William Selden and Mary 
Appes Selden (11th Great-Grandparents) were both 
buried at Wadhurst; he in 1621 and she in 1617, prob-
ably in the churchyard of St. Peter and St. Paul. Below: 
Crathes Castle, built in 1596, seat of the Burnett family. 
Lower right: Loch (lake) of Leys. The ancient seat of 
the Burnett family from 1323. The family castle was 
built (arrow) on a crannog and was surrounded by wat-
er. Today most of the lake has been drained. 

the town of Battle, where the famous Battle of Hastings took place in 1066 between 
William the Conqueror and King Harold of Eng-
land; perhaps the most important battle in England 
for the past thousand years.      

Banchory, Scotland 
Loch of Leys and Crathes Castle 

 
John Burnett, Ninth Great-Grandfather. Alexander 
Burnett of Leys, Tenth Great Grandfather (9th Laird 
of Leys; about 1500-1574), married Janet Hamilton, 
Tenth Great-
Grandmother. 
(died between 
1557 and 1567), 
daughter of Rob-
ert Hamilton, 
Eleventh Great- 
Grandfather, 
by 1540. Rob-
ert Hamilton 
was probably 
a di rect  des-
cendent of Rob-
ert Hamilton 
o f  S o r n  and  
Sanquhar, and 
certainly was 
a di rect  des-
cendent of Andrew de Hamyltoune, who was granted the lands of Sorn by his mother in 
1406. Alexander Burnett, Eleventh Great-Grandfather (8th Laird of Leys), married Agnes 
Lechtoun. He died between September 2, 1525, and February 11, 1526. Alexander 
Burnett of Leys, Twelfth Great-Grandfather (7th Laird of Leys), married Janet Gardyne 
of Gardine, Twelfth Great-Grandmother, in Angus, Scotland, in or before 1481. “She 
belonged to a then flourishing family in Angus, Gardine of that Ilk, who had been notable 
benefactors of the monastery of Arbroath.” Alexander Burnard/Burnet, Thirteenth 
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Above: Sorn Castle. Alexander de Hamyltoune 
(14th or 15th Great-Grandfather) inherited Sorn 
Castle in 1406.   

Great-Grandfather (6th Laird of Leys), was the son of John Burnet, Fourteenth Great-
Grandfather (5th Laird of Leys). He married Elizabeth Forbes, Thirteenth Great-

Grandmother, who died before 1497. 
Robert Burnard, Fifteenth Great-
Grandfather (4th Laird of Leys), was 
born before 1391. John Burnard, Six-
teenth Great-Grandfather (3rd Laird of 
Leys). Symond Burnard, Seventeenth 
Great-Grandfather (2nd Laird of Leys). 
Alexander Burnard, Eighteenth Great-
Grandfather, (1st Laird of Leys) was 
the first of the Burnards who is known 
to be associated with the lands of 
Leys, located near Banchory, Scotland, 
about ten miles west of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. The majority of these men 
resided at the castle in the Loch of 
Leys, which was replaced by the great 
castle of Crathes in 1593.    
 
In Treasures of Britain, page 29, 
Crathes Castle is featured as the best 
example of the Scottish Renaissance 
Palace. “In the 16th century the em-
phasis was very much on outline. 
Roof decorations became more in-
dividual, with turrets, dormers, gables, 
and corbelled chimneys crowning for-
mer parapet walks. Machicolations, 
cannons and crenellations lost their 

defensive function and became purely symbolic. This decorative exuberance created a 
link between the Scottish chateaux of the period and the Renaissance in Western 
Europe.” 
 
Crathes Castle is the most important castle in the Burnett family. It has been designated 
as one of the most interesting castles to visit in Scotland, with the highest rating. It is now 
owned by the Scottish National Trust. Only the mound/island remains of the ancient site 
of the Loch of Leys, which is almost inaccessible.         
 

Sorn, Scotland  
 Sorn Castle 

 
Andrew de Hamyltoune, probable Fourteenth or Fifteenth Great-Grandfather, inherited 
Sorn Castle in 1406.  
 
Sorn was built in the 14th century with major additions being made about 1864. It is  
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Top: Sanquhar Castle. Above and left: Gardyne 
Castle, which dates from 1468. Janet Gardyne 
(12th Great-Grandmother) was part of this family 
during their most prosperous era.   

located half a mile northwest (next to where the river and B743 cross) of the village of 
Sorn and stands on a cliff overhanging the north edge of the Ayr River.  
 
To visit Sorn travel southeast from 
Kilmarnock, Scotland, on Highway 
A76 for about seven miles and turn 
left (east) on Highway B743 for about 
four miles to Sorn.     
 

Sanquhar, Scotland 
 Sanquhar Castle 

 
Sanquhar is a ruined 13th century 
castle located on the River Nith 

in southwest Scotland. It was built by the Crichon 
family and may not be connected directly to the 

Hamilton family. The only known connection is that the Hamilton’s of our family line 
were designated as the “Hamiltons of Sorn and Sanquhar.” 
 
The town of Sanquhar is located in southwest Scotland on the A76, which travels 
southeast from Kilmarnock.      
 

Leysmill, Scotland 
 Gardyne Castle 

 
Janet Gardyne of Gardine, Twelfth Great-Grandmother, married Alexander Burnett 
of Leys, Twelfth Great-Grandfather (7th Laird of Leys), in Angus, Scotland, in or before  
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Top right: Guthrie Castle. The Guthries 
and Gardynes had a serious feud in the 
late 1500s. Above: Craigievar Castle, which 
was completed by William Forbes, a 
wealthy merchant of Aberdeen in 1626.    

1481. “She belonged to a then flourishing family in Angus, Gardine of that Ilk, who had 
been notable benefactors of the monastery of Arbroath.” 
 
Gardyne Castle is located west of Leysmill on the road halfway to Guthrie. The castle 
dates from 1468 and was extended in the 16th century. The Gardynes feuded with their 
near neighbors, the Guthries, in the late 1500s and eventually lost their property and standing.  
 

Guthrie, Scotland 
 Guthrie Castle 

 
The Guthrie family are not kin, but have a close historical con-
nection to the Gardynes, above.   
 
Guthrie Castle is located in the village of Guthrie, 18 miles north-
east of Dundee, Scotland. 

 

Alford, Scotland 
 Craigievar Castle 

 
Elizabeth Forbes, Thirteenth Great-Grandmother, 
died before 1497, married Alexander Burnard/ 
Burnet, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather (6th Laird 
of Leys). She was a member of the prominent 
Forbes family. William Forbes, probably a dis-
tant cousin, completed Craigievar Castle (located 
four miles southwest of Alford, Scotland) in 
1626. He was a successful merchant of Aber-
deen. The castle remained in the Forbes family 
for 350 years. “The Clan Forbes were close 
friends of the Clan Burnett of Leys.”  
 
Craigievar Castle is located about twenty-five 
miles west of Aberdeen, Scotland. Craigievar is 
owned by the National Trust of Scotland and 
is open to the public.  
 

Aberdeen, Scotland 
 St. Nicholas Church—Addendum 

 
Thomas Burnett (1574-1644), Eighth Great-Grandfather, was christened on September 
2, 1574, in St. Nicholas Church in Aberdeen, Scotland, and married Margaret Johnston, 
Eighth Great-Grandmother, on November 8, 1608, in the same church. He was 
a Burgess of Aberdeen in 1644 when he and his brother, Andrew, were killed in the 
Battle of Justicemills in Aberdeen. He was buried in St. Nicholas, where there is a 
monument honoring the two brothers. John Burnett (before 1610-1685/1686), Seventh  
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Above: Location of important Burnett and related 
family sites in Scotland. Left to right: Bothwell 
Castle (Walter fitz Gilbert, 17th or 18th Great-
Grandfather, was constable here in 1314), Cad-
zow Castle (Walter fitz Gilbert was 1st Laird of 
Cadzow), Sorn Castle (Andrew de Hamyltoune, 
14 or 15th Great-Grandfather inherited it in 1406), 
Sanquhar Castle (Hamilton connection), Rait 
Castle (Rait), Craigievar Castle (William Forbes 
completed in 1626), Gardyne Castle/Guthrie Cas-
tle (Gardyne and Guthrie rivalry), Crathes Castle/ 
Loch of Leys (Burnett, 1323-1951), Hallgreen 
Castle (Rait), Muchalls Castle (Burnett) and the 
Kirk of St. Nicholas in Aberdeen (Burnett). Right: 
St. Nicholas Church in Aberdeen. This is the most 
important church in Scotland connected to the 
Burnetts and their allied families.  

Great-Grandfather, was born in St. Nicholas Parish, Aberdeen, Scotland, and immigrated 
to Virginia, where he married Lucretia Johnston (1628/1629-1709; Seventh Great-  

Grandmother; who was also born in St. Nicholas 
Parish in Aberdeen, Scotland), in 1657, in Old 
Rappahannock County, Virginia. She was almost 
twenty years younger than John. Lucretia was 
the daughter of Andrew (Andro) Johnston, Eighth Great-Grandfather, and Janet 
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Top left: Ancient burials under the east 
end of St. Nicholas. Hundreds of graves 
have been uncovered. Some of these are 
certainly members of the Burnett family. 
Middle: Muchalls Castle, begun in 1600 
by Alexander Burnett (son of Alexander 
Burnett, 8th Great-Granduncle) and com-
pleted by his son, Sir Thomas Burnett of 
Leys (above), in 1627. It is located near 
Muchalls, west of A90, and has views of 
the North Sea. Left: Bothwell Castle. 
Walter fitz Gilbert (17th or 18th Great-
Grandfather) was constable of Bothwell 
Castle in 1314. The oldest part of the cas-
tle dates from the 1200s.   

Matheson, Eighth Great-Grandmother, both born in St. Nicholas Parish. Janet was the 
daughter of William Matheson, Ninth Great-Grandfather, and Elspet Raitt, Ninth Great-
Grandmother. Andrew was the son of William Johnston and Elspet Drum, Ninth 
Great-Grandparents.  

 

Muchalls, Scotland 
 Muchalls Castle 

 
Alexander Burnett, son of Alexander 
Burnett, Eighth Great-Granduncle, began 
the building of Much-
alls Castle in 1600. It 
was completed by 
his son, Sir Thomas                                 
Burnett of Leys, in 
1627.  
 
Covenanters met at 
Muchalls in 1637, 
and Charles I accepted their proposed 
reforms. Thomas became the 1st Baro-
net in 1619, and entertained the Marquis 
of Montrose at Crathes in 1644.   
 

Uddingston, Scotland 
 Bothwell Castle 

 
Walter fitz Gilbert, Seventeenth or 

Eighteenth Great-Grandfather, progenitor of 
the House of Hamilton, was constable of 
Bothwell Castle in 1314. After the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314, he surrendered the 
castle to the Scots. For this act he was granted the barony of Cadzow (located about three 
miles southeast of Bothwell Castle in Hamilton), where his descendants became the pow-
erful Hamilton family.   
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Above: Ruins of Rait Castle; “best surviving 
example of a 13th century Scottish hall castle,” 
located 2 ½ miles southeast of Nairn, Scot-
land; built by the Rait family. Photograph 
courtesy of Alastari Cunningham. Left: Hall-
green Castle, which passed to the Rait family 
in the 15th century. It is located on the east 
side of Inverbervie, Scotland, overlooking the 
North Sea. This is the original structure; rest 
of building has suffered from a poor restoration.   

Bothwell Castle is located about seven miles southeast of Glasgow, Scotland. It is about 
one or two miles south of where the M73 and M74 meet. The round keep (donjon) dates 
from the 13th century.  
 

Nairn, Scotland 
 Rait Castle 

 

 
Rait Castle has been owned by several different families. “Around 1404 or 1405 Sir 
Alexander Gervaise de Rait is said to have killed the 4th Thane of Cawdor whose son 
was subsequently given the castle.” Rait Castle is considered by some as the “best 
surviving example of a 13th century Scottish hall castle.” 
 
“The architecture is different from most types of Scottish castles and its construction 
may have been influenced by English trends at the time as some of the Rait brothers 
were known to have visited England.” 
 
“It is said to be haunted by the ghost of a young woman, daughter of the then Cum-
ming laird. She died in tragic circumstances when she fell from one of the window 
ledges, having had her hands cut off on her father’s orders. He had invited Macintosh 
guest to a feast, but planned to murder them and fearing that his daughter had given 
the game away, he had her swiftly dealt with” (The Chatelaine’s Scottish Castles, 
Rait Castle).    
 
Rait Castle is located 2 ½ miles southeast of Nairn, Scotland.   
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Inverbervie, Scotland 
Hallgreen Castle 

 
Hallgreen Castle, now a private home, passed to the Rait family in the 15th century. “It 
was founded in 1376 and stands on a bluff overlooking the sea toward the southern end of 
Inverbervie.” The town is located about twenty-five miles southwest of Aberdeen, Scotland.  
 

Aberdeen, Scotland 
St. Mary’s Chapel in the Kirk of St. Nicholas 

 

 
 
 
Thomas Burnett, Eighth Great-Grandfather, and his brother, Andrew Burnett, Eighth Great- 

Grave slab of Thomas Burnett (8th Great-Grandfather), Andrew Burnett (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), Alexander Burnett (7th Great-Granduncle) and his wife, Agnes Moir, in St. Mary’s Chapel; 2010. 
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Top: Grave slabs of Robert Burnett (7th Great-Granduncle) and his son, Alexander Burnett 
(right), and Marjorie Burnett (probably granddaughter of Thomas Burnett, 8th Great-Grand-
father, or one of his brothers) (left) in St. Mary’s Chapel of the Kirk of St. Nicholas in Aber-
deen, Scotland; 2010. Robert Burnett was a merchant and a Burgess of Aberdeen, who died in 
1674. Above left: St. Mary’s Chapel on the lower east end of St. Nicholas. Above right: Coat of 
Arms of the Burnett of Leys (three holly leafs and a horn) on the tombstone of Thomas Burnett. 

Granduncle, Burgesses of Aberdeen, were killed in the Battle of Justicemill. They had 
joined the local militia in resisting the demands for their surrender from James Graham, 

1st Marquis of Montrose. But “the hastily assembled militia was no match for the vet-
eran Irish army and the battle was soon over. The retreat turned into a rout and the 
triumphant Royalist army killed 160 as they overtook the fleeing Covenanters…For 
three days they plundered Aberdeen.” Thomas and Andrew were buried in the Kirk of 
St. Nicholas in downtown Aberdeen under a magnificent grave slab. Later, their grave 
slab was moved to St. Mary’s Chapel. 
 
Also buried in St. Nicholas are Robert Burnett (certainly Seventh Great-Granduncle, 
who was christened in St. Nicholas on September 15, 1615) and his son, Alexander 
Burnett. His grave slab is next to that of Thomas Burnett. Another family grave slab in 
St. Mary’s Chapel is that of Marjorie Burnett who is probably a granddaughter of 
Thomas Burnet, Eighth Great-Grandfather, or one of his brothers. 
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The Kirk of St. Nicholas is in the heart of downtown Aberdeen. St. Mary’s Chapel is 
located on the lower east end of the church. The chapel is usual locked, but can be 
opened by a church worker with a key. The grave slabs are no longer over the original 
burials, which are still under the east church of St. Nicholas.     
 

Thiaucourt, France 
Saint-Mihiel American Cemetery 

 
George Walter Hall (1880-1918) was born on March 22, 1880, and lived in Lincoln 
County, Arkansas. He was the son of Joseph Henry Hall (1837-1891) and Elizabeth 
Lay (1840-1882), 
Second Great-Grand-
aunt, who was the 
daughter of Wil-
liam Henry Lay 
(1815-1855) and 
Nancy Elizabeth 
Dancy (1817-1893/ 
1898), Third Great-
Grandparents. When 
the First World War 
began, “Walter” vol-
unteered for the 
army, entering the 
314th Engineering 
Regiment, 89th Di-
vis ion. He was 
trained and then 
sent  by ship to  
France where he 
engaged the enemy 
as a combat soldier. 
He was killed on 
September 14, 1918, 
and buried in Saint-
Mihiel American 
Cemetery (Plot B, 
Row 15, Grave 11) in Thiaucourt, France (also buried in 
this cemetery is Sergeant Richard T. Martin). His sister, 
Martha “Mattie” B. Hall Nuckols, traveled to France and visited his grave as a Gold Star 
mother (his mother had already died) between 1930 and 1933. My daughter, Rebecca 
Martin, and I visited his grave on August 8, 2010.   
 
Saint Mihiel Cemetery is located south of the A4 (E50) about forty miles southeast of 
Verdun, France, near the town of Thiaucourt.     
 

Right: Saint-Mihiel American Cem-
etery in Thiaucourt, France. Above: 
Rebecca Martin, age 14, relative of 
Walter Hall, next to his monument in 
August 2010. Walter Hall (born 1880; 
son of Elizabeth Lay 2nd Great-Grand-
aunt) died on September 14, 1918, in 
the Battle of St. Mihiel.   
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Top: Cleaveland (not Cleveland) Cemetery in Canterbury, 
Connecticut; 2011. Above: Old Town Mill in New London, 
Connecticut, which was built in 1650.  

Additional Cemeteries, Churches and Homes II 
 
This new section is being added because seven new family cemeteries, two houses, 
and a mill have been discovered since the last addition was created. Most of these new 
cemeteries have been found as a result of searching 
Find a Grave on the Internet. As of March 2014 over 
112 million names have been added to this site, which 
may be the largest of its kind in the world.   
 

Canterbury, Connecticut 
 Cleaveland Cemetery 

 
Mary Huntington Fitch (1707-1732), Sixth Great-
Grandaunt.  
 
Cleaveland Cemetery is located northeast of Norwich, 
Connecticut. Go north on Interstate 395. Exit at Highway 
14 and go west to Canterbury. Turn right (north) on 
Highway 169 to the cemetery, which will be on your left. 
May Huntington Fitch’s grave 
is in the back near the side 
stone wall.    
 

New London, 
Connecticut 

 Old Town Mill 
 
John Tinker (1613-1662), 
Ninth Great-Grandfather, ran 
Old Town Mill in the 1650s 
for John Winthrop, Jr., Gov-
ernor of Connecticut. The mill 
was restored in 2008 and is 
one of the oldest in America.     
 
Old Town Mill is located north of downtown New London on Highway 641, adjacent 
to and under Interstate 95. 
 

Leominster, Worchester County, Massachusetts 
 Pine Grove Cemetery 

 
Gershom Houghton (1691-1757), Seventh Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Elizabeth 
Rugg Houghton. (Gershom Houghton built the first home in Leominster in 1725.) 
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Above: Double gravestone of Gershom Houghton (7th Great-Granduncle) and Daniel Knight. 
Both were husbands of Elizabeth Rugg and she felt such love for both men that she had this 
double monument erected for them, which is very rare. Above right: Pine Grove Cemetery in 
Leominster, Massachusetts.   

Pine Grove Cemetery is located north of Leominster center on Main Street (Highway 
12) at Mill Street (Highway 13). Gershom Houghton’s grave is on the north side of 
the cemetery in the far back corner. 
 

 

Lunenburg, Worchester County, Massachusetts 
 South Cemetery 

 
Eleazer Houghton (1690-1790), Seventh 
Great-Granduncle, and his wife, Eliza-
beth Divall Houghton (1693-1785). 
 
South Cemetery is located south of Lun-
enburg, Massachusetts. Exit south from 
Highway 2A (Lunenburg center) on Lan-
caster Avenue. Turn left on Page Street 
and the cemetery will be on your right.  
 

Lunenburg, 
Worchester County, 

Massachusetts 
 Home of Eleazer Houghton, 
Seventh Great-Granduncle 

 
The home of Eleazer Houghton, built 
in 1726, is still standing at 758 Lancaster 
Avenue, south of Lunenburg center.  
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Top: Home of Eleazer Houghton (7th Great-Grand-
uncle) built in 1726. Middle: Salem Street Burial 
Ground in Medford, Massachusetts. Above: Location 
of Leominster and Lunenburg, Massachusetts. 
Map courtesy of Rand McNally.    

Medford, Massachusetts 
Salem Street Burial Ground 

 
Elizabeth Cutter Hall (1667-1742), 
Eighth Great-Grandaunt, and her hus-
band, Nathaniel Hall (1666-1725). 
 
Salem Street Burial Ground is located 
north of downtown Boston. Going 
north from Boston on I-93, exit at High-
way 60 and go west under the freeway. 
Highway 60 turns into Salem Street in 
central Medford, where the cemetery is 
situated among many buildings.    
 

Strongsville, Ohio 
Strongsville Cemetery 

 
Jonas Whitney (1751-1842), Fifth 
Great-Granduncle, and husband of Ta-
mar Houghton, Fifth Great-Grandaunt. 
Tamar Whitney Strong  (1779-1856), 
daughter of Jonas Whitney, Fifth Great-
Granduncle, and Tamar Houghton, 
Fifth Great-Grandaunt, and her hus-
band, John S. Strong (1772-1863). 

 

Strongsville, Ohio 
 Home of Tamar Houghton and 

John S. Strong 
 
Home of Tamar Whitney Strong 

(1779-1856), 
daughter of Jo-
nas Whitney, 
Fifth Great-Grand-
uncle, and Tamar 
Houghton, Fifth 
Great-Grand-
aunt, and her 
husband, John 
S. Strong (1772-1863). This red brick home was built in 1833 

and stands in Strongsville, Ohio, across the street from the village center. Strongsville 
was named after John S. Strong, who was its most prominent early settler.   
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Above left: Home of Tamar Whit-
ney Strong and John Strong, built 
in 1833. Above right: Strongsville 
Cemetery. Right: Gravestones of 
Rebecca Dancy Martin (3rd Great-
Grandaunt) and Mary Towler El-
der (4th Great-Grandaunt). Below: 
Strongsville, Ohio, which is south-
west of Cleveland, Ohio. Map cour-
tesy of Rand McNally. Lower right: 
Oakland Cemetery.   

Haywood County, Tennessee 
Spring Hill Cemetery 

 
Rebecca Dancy Martin (1809-
1872), Third Great-Grandaunt, 
and her husband, Abner Mar-
tin (1809-1880). Warren Wyatt 
(1826-1890), husband of Susan 
Dancy (3rd Great-Grandaunt).   
 
Spring Hill Cemetery is lo-
cated about four miles north 
of Dancyville, Tennessee. Go 
north of Dancyville on High-
way 76. Turn right at Spring 
Hill Road and go about half 
a mile to the cemetery.    

 

Trenton, Gibson 
County, Tennessee 

 Oakland Cemetery 
 

Mary Towler Elder (1780-1865), 
Fourth Great-Grandaunt. Her sons: 

Benjamin 
Elder (1803-
1895), John 
W. Elder (1819-
1902), and 
Henry Elder (1821- 1873) are buried nearby.  
 
Oakland Cemetery is located southwest of downtown Trenton. 
Go south of the courthouse on College Street and turn right on 
West 10th Street to the cemetery. 
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Top right: Footstone of “LEIU. / SAMUEL / HUNTING-
TON” (7th Great-Granduncle) in Trumbull Cemetery (top 
left) in Lebanon, Connecticut. Above: Leffingwell Inn. 
Right: Gravestones of Joseph Bushnell (7th Great-Grand-
uncle) and his wife, Mary Leffingwell Bushnell, in Old 
Norwichtown Cemetery. It the oldest cemetery in Norwich 
with gravestones.    

 Additional Cemeteries, Churches and Homes III 
 

The amount of new family information is increasing each year, largely through the 
Internet. Without these new, powerful sources some of this history would probably 
never be known. This third addition is presented in alphabetical order by state.        

 
Lebanon, New London County, Connecticut   

Trumbull Cemetery (Old Cemetery) 
 
Lieut. Samuel Huntington (7th 
Great-Granduncle; 1665-1717) and 
his wife, Mary Clark Huntington 
(1669-1745). Both have very worn 
headstones. Their son, Deacon Sam-
uel Huntington (1691-1785), is also 
buried here. Nathaniel Bushnell 
(1686-1770; son of Joseph Bushnell, 
7th Great-Granduncle, and Mary 
Leffingwell), his sister, Rachel Bush-

nell Allen 
(1692-1774), 
and her son, Phineas Allen (1731-1776) (excellent gravestones), 
are buried nearby in Olde Mansfield Center Cemetery.   
  
Lebanon is located northwest of Norwich, Connecticut. Go 
northwest from Norwich on Highway 87 (Norwich-Hartford 
Turnpike) and turn right on Highway 207 (Exeter Road). 
Continue to Trumbull Cemetery, which will be on the left side 
of the road.    
 

Norwich, New London County, 
Connecticut   

Additional Burials in Old Norwichtown Cemetery and Leffingwell Inn 
 
Joseph Bushnell (7th Great-Granduncle; 1651-1746) 

and his wife, Mary Leffingwell Bushnell (1654-1745). 
Their son, David Bushnell (1681-1681; inscription reads: “Mr. David / Bushnell”), is also  
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Above: Gravestone of Richard Bushnell (7th Great-
Granduncle) in Old Norwichtown Cemetery. The 
inscription reads: “HERE LIES YE BODY / OF 
CAPT. RICHARD / BUSHNELL ESQUIRE / WHO 
DIED AUGUST / YE 27TH 1727 IN YE / 75TH 
YEAR OF HIS AGE. / AS YOU ARE / SO WAS 
WE / BUT AS WE ARE / YOU SHALL BE.” Be-
low: Gravestone of Mary Cutter Sanger (9th Great-
Grandaunt) in Woodstock Hill Cemetery. The in-
scription reads: “HERE LIES THE / BODY OF 
MARY / SANGER WIFE TO / NATHANIEL SANG- / 
ER AGED 57 DIED / NOVEMBER 19th / 1711.” 

buried here. Capt. Richard Bushnell (7th Great-Granduncle; 1652-1727) and his son, 
Capt. Caleb Bushnell (1679-1725; he is equivalent to 6th Great-Granduncle). His wife, 

Elizabeth Adgate (7th Great-Grandaunt; 
1651-1713), is probably buried here, but 
there is no gravestone. Mary Bushnell 
Leffingwell (7th Great-Grandaunt; 1654-
1745), her husband, Ensign Thomas Lef-
fingwell (1649-1724), and their daughter, 
Elizabeth Leffingwell Tracy (1676-1737), 
with her husband, John Tracy, Jr. (1673-
1726).    
 
Mary Bushnell Leffingwell lived in what 
is now known as the Leffingwell Inn, an 
historic, well-preserved building in Nor-
wich, located at the Highway 2 exit off 
Interstate 395 into Norwich. The inn is 
“one of the cultural gems of the historic 
heritage of Connecticut.”    
 
Old Norwichtown Cemetery is located 
in the original center of Norwich, but 
now is north of downtown. Go north on 

Interstate 395. Exit right on State Highway 2, 
which will dead end into State Highway 
642. Turn left (north) on 642 (also called 
Town Street) and upon reaching the old 
village green turn right on Elm Avenue and 
immediately turn into a side road and park. 
The cemetery is located behind the corner of 
Town Street and Elm Avenue, but is some-
times difficult to see because it is behind many 
old houses.    
 
Benajah Busnell (1681-1762; son of Capt. 
Richard Busnell, 7th Great-Granduncle, and 
Elizabeth Adgate, 7th Great-Grandaunt; he is 
equivalent to a 6th Great-Granduncle) is buried 
in Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery in Norwich.  
 
Directions: Go south on Washington Street from Old Norwichtown Cemetery to West 
Main Street. Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery is located at the right (west) corner of 
Washington Street (called Chelsea Harbor Drive at this point) and West Main Street.  
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Right: Gravestone of Nathaniel Sanger in 
Woodstock Hill Cemetery (above). The 
inscription reads: “Here lies Buried the 
Body / of NATHANIEL / SANGER aged 
about 83 / years deceased february / the 
20th / 1734.” Below: Memorial to Capt. 
Samuel Robinson (son of Samuel Rob-
inson Sr.) in Bennington (Vermont) 
Old Church Cemetery. His signature, 
and powder horn from 1754.   

Woodstock, Windham County, Connecticut  
Woodstock Hill Cemetery 

 
Mary Cutter Sanger (9th Great-Grandaunt; 1657-1711) and her husband, Nathaniel 
Sanger (1652-1734). 

Woodstock Hill Cemetery is located in northeast 
Connecticut. Go north on Highway 169 (Norwich 
Worchester Turnpike) from South Woodstock 
and turn right on Hill Cemetery Road. The ceme-
tery will immediately appear and is located next 

to the First Congregational Church of Woodstock.    
 

Westborough, Worchester County, Massachusetts  
Memorial Cemetery 

 
Samuel Robinson, Sr. (7th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1680-1728); no gravestone. He 

was one of the founding members of the First 
Meeting House (Congregational church) in 
1720. His first wife, Sarah Manning “Rob-
binson” (1681-1709), was buried in Cambridge 
Cemetery and her gravestone is still standing. 
Their son, Samuel Robinson Jr., was one of the most prominent men of his age. He was  



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3708

Right: Gravestone of Col. Thomas Farrar (5th Great-
Granduncle) in McCaleb Cold Springs Cemetery 
(above) in Carlisle, Mississippi; May 2012. Thomas 
served as a captain during the Revolutionary War, 
and was a prominent and well-respected man in 
his community.    

a captain in the French and Indian War from 1755-1759; founded Bennington, the first 
Township of what later became the state of Vermont, after being awarded 24,000 acres 
from the New Hampshire Land Grants; appointed 
first justice of the peace within the limits of Ver-

mont, and died (of smallpox) while on official 
business to see King George III in London in 1767. He was buried in Whitesfield’s 
Tabernacle in Greater London.    
 
Memorial Cemetery is located in central Westborough. Travel east through downtown 
Westborough on Highway 30; go past Highway 130 (Milk Street/South Street), and the 
burial ground will be on your right.  
 

Carlisle, Claiborne County, Mississippi  
McCaleb Cold Springs Cemetery 

 
Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle; 1754-1833) and his wife, Margaret Prince Farrar 
(1756-1830). Also buried here are two of their daughters (they had twelve children): 
Matilda Farrar McCaleb (1778-1844) and Martha Farrar (1785-1827). All have original 
gravestones.   
 
Death notice of Matilda Farrar McCaleb (above): “Died at the residence of David 
McCaleb, Esq., in this country, on the 14th, his wife, eldest daughter of Col. Farrar, an 
officer of the Revolution in the South Carolina Line. Mrs. McCaleb was born in 1778 in 
the state of South Carolina, being at demise in the 66th year of her age.” (The Port Gibson 
Herald, October 24, 1844.) 
 
Directions to cemetery: Go north from Carlisle on Highway 18. (The small town of 
Carlisle is located about fifteen miles east of Port Gibson, Mississippi, near the historic 
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Above: Natchez City Cemetery in Natchez, Missis-
sippi, where Lt. Col. Frederick Hillsman Jr. (1837-
1863; right), and his brother, Lieutenant Thomas 
Farrar (1841-1862), are buried. Right: Rosalie 
mansion (built in 1823; photograph May 2012) in 
Natchez, Mississippi, which would have been well-
known to Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle, 
1754-1833) and to all the Farrars living near Nat-
chez in the 1800s.          

Natchez Trace Parkway.) “The cemetery is located behind Henry Galloway’s house 
(1950s).” There is a trail to the cemetery from behind the old Galloway house and also a 
way to the cemetery from Highway 18, but this is difficult to find unless someone 
familiar with the area gives you directions.      
 

Natchez, Mississippi 
Natchez City Cemetery 

 
Lt. Col. Frederick Hillsman Farrar Jr. (1837-1863) (son of Judge Frederick Hillsman 
Farrar; grandson of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was wounded in the Battle of 

Murfreesboro (Tennessee) on January 
3, 1863. Later he passed away from 
the wounds on January 6, 1863, and 
was buried in Natchez City Cemetery.   
 
Lieutenant Thomas Farrar (1841-
1862) (son of Judge Frederick Hills-
man Farrar; grandson of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was mor-
tally wounded at Port Republic on 
June 9, 1862, later 
passing away at Green-
wood Hospital. Thomas 
served in the 6th Lou-

isiana Infantry, Company D (Tensas Rifles) during the Civil War. He is buried with his 
brother, Frederick Farrar Jr., in Natchez City Cemetery.  
 

Perry County, Ohio   
Tinker Cemetery 

 
Elisha Tinker (4th Great-Granduncle; October 30, 1766-1842). Elisha’s gravestone is the 
only one listed in this cemetery (no photograph in Find a Grave). The historical record 
states, “Mr. Tinker was one of the first settlers of Monroe Township in Perry County, 
Ohio.” 
 
Tinker Cemetery is located southeast of Columbus, Ohio, and south of Zanesville, Ohio. 
Go south from Corning on Highway 13. Turn left on Township Highway 295. Turn right 
on CR 16 (Irish Ridge Road) and turn left on CR 69 (Dew Road). The cemetery will soon 
be on the left side of the road. 
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Above: Gravestone of Jane A. Massey Dunlap (1814-1891) 
in Old Presbyterian Cemetery (above right) in Lancaster, 
South Carolina. Below: Massey Cureton Family Cemetery 
in Lancaster County, South Carolina, and Revolutionary 
War monuments of William Massey (5th Great-Grandfather) 
and his son, Henry Massey (friend of Andrew Jackson).    

Lancaster, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
Old Presbyterian Cemetery 

 
Joseph J. R. Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 
1773-1836) and his wife, Martha Hood Massey (1783-
1826). Both have unmarked graves. Their daughter, Jane 

A. Massey Dunlap (1814-1891), 
has a gravestone.  
 
During the War of 1812, Joseph 
Massey was appointed to drill 
and form companies of men 
for the war. He married Martha 
Hood in Lancaster County in 
1806. 
 
The cemetery is located in down-
town Lancaster, South Carolina. 
Go south on Highway 521/200 
and cross Highway 9; go two 

more blocks and turn right on West Gay Street. Go three blocks to the burying ground.   
 

Lancaster County, South Carolina  
Massey Cureton Family Cemetery 

 
William Massey (possible 5th Great-Grandfather; 1743-1841) and his wife, Elizabeth 
Rives Massey (possible 5th Great-Grandmother; 1745-1786). Capt. Benjamin Massey 

(possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1775-1846) 
and his wife, Mildred Chewn “Milly” Robinson Massey (1783-1842); also three children 
of Benjamin and Mildred Massey: Elizabeth Rives Massey Cureton (1807-1862) and her 
husband, Thomas K. Cureton (1807-1862), Dr. Benjamin Franklin Massey (1812-1843), 
and George Washington Massey (1822-1834). Henry Massey (4th Great-Granduncle; 
1763-1836) (close friend of Andrew Jackson; they fought together at skirmish in 
Waxhaws when 12 and 14).  
 
William Massey was a member of the Second Continental Congress on September 7, 1775.  
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Above: Gravestone of Temper-
ance Massey Gillespie (possible 
4th Great-Grandaunt) in Six Mile 
Cemetery. Right: Gravestone of 
George Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Hyde Park Village Cem-
etery. 

He was Deputy Muster Master General in the Revolutionary War and a Lt. Colonel in 
the Continental Army.  
 
“Massey Cureton Family Cemetery is located about one mile northeast of Old Waxhaw 
Church on land formerly owned by the Masseys. The graveyard is enclosed by a low 
rock wall on that part of the land called ‘The Red House Place.’” The cemetery is now 
hidden off the main road by woods and is nearly impossible to find without help from 
people in the area.    
 

Lancaster County, South Carolina  
Six Mile Cemetery 

 
Temperance Massey Gillespie (possible 4th Great-Grandaunt; 1786-1854). 
 

Directions: Go north from Lancaster on Highway 521, 
pass Highway 75, and turn right on Six Mile Creek 
Road. The cemetery is located beside Faith Presby-
terian New Church in the Old Waxhaw area near the 
North Carolina border.   
 

Hyde Park, Lamoille County, 
Vermont   

Hyde Park Village Cemetery 
 

 

George Anson Tinker (4th 
Great-Granduncle; 1793-1868) 
and his wife, Abigail Taylor 
Tinker (1798-1874).  
 
Directions to cemetery: Go north-
west of Morristown, Vermont, 

on Highway 15 to Hyde Park, Vermont. In downtown Hyde 
Park turn left (south) on Church Street; the cemetery will soon 
appear on the right side of the road.    
 

Boydton, Mecklenburg County, Virginia  
Saint James Episcopal Church Cemetery 

 
Field Jefferson (7th Great-Granduncle; 1702-1765). No gravestone. He was the brother 
of Peter Jefferson (7th Great-Granduncle; 1707-1757), father of President Thomas 
Jefferson, and one of the first settlers of Mecklenburg County, Virginia.  
 
It is possible, and even probable, that Field Jefferson was not buried here, but on his farm. 
Saint James Episcopal Church Cemetery is located in Boydton, the county seat of Meck-
lenburg County, Virginia.   



Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes 3712

Top: Entry from 1750 in the Field Jefferson family 
Bible (printed in 1668): "The Soul of my Dear Wife 
Frances Jefferson Departed This Life Febry this 26/1750. 
It Being Tufday (Tuesday) about half an hour after 4 
O Clock In The afternoon. [signed] Field Jefferson” 
Below this is written: “Peter Jefferson Born Feby 
29th, 1707.” Middle left: Martha “Patsy” Jefferson 
Carr (daughter of Thomas Jefferson), and John Wayles 
Epps (1773-1823; husband of Mary Marie Jefferson 
Epps (daughter of Thomas Jefferson). He is buried in 
Epps Family Cemetery in Curdsville, Virginia. Lower 
left: Statue of Thomas Jefferson inside the Jefferson 
Memorial in Washington D. C. (above); June 2012. 

Charlottesville, Albemarle County, Virginia 
Monticello Graveyard 

 
Thomas Jefferson (son of Peter Jefferson, 7th Great-Granduncle, and Jane Randolph 

Jefferson, daughter of Jane Rogers Randolph, 5th 
Great-Grandaunt; his relationship is almost 
equivalent that of a 6th Great-Granduncle) and his 
wife, Martha Wayles Jefferson (1748-1782). Martha 
Jefferson Carr (sister of Thomas Jefferson; 1746-
1811), and her husband, Dabney Carr (best friend 
of Thomas Jefferson; 1743-1773). Martha “Patsy” 

Jefferson Randolph (daughter of Thomas Jefferson; 1772-1836). Jane Randolph 
Jefferson (daughter of Thomas Jefferson; 1774-1775). Son Jefferson (son of Thomas 
Jefferson; 1777-1777), Mary Marie Jefferson Epps (daughter of Thomas Jefferson; 
1778-1804). Lucy Elizabeth Jefferson I (1780-1781) and Lucy Elizabeth Jefferson II  
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Top: Monument of Jane Randolph Jefferson (1720-1776; 
her portrait is above right) (daughter of Jane Rogers 
Randolph, 5th Great-Grandaunt) and wife of Peter Jefferson 
(7th Great-Granduncle) in Monticello Graveyard. Above: 
Portrait of Jane’s son, Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826).  

(1782-1784). Jane Randolph Jefferson (daughter of Jane Rogers Randolph, 5th Great-
Grandaunt; mother of Thomas Jefferson; 1720-1776). 
 
“The Monticello Graveyard had 
had its beginning in an agree-
ment between two young men, 
Thomas Jefferson and Dabney 
Carr, who were schoolmates and 
best friends. They agreed that 
they would be buried under a 
great oak which stood here.” 
 
“Carr, who married Jefferson’s 
sister, died in 1773. His was the 
first grave on this site, which 
Jefferson laid out as a family 
burying ground. Jefferson was 
buried here in 1826.” 
 
“The present monument is not 
the original designed by Jeffer-
son, but a larger one erected by 
the United States in 1883. Its 
base covers the graves of Jeffer-
son, his wife, his two daughters, 
and of Governor Thomas Mann 
Randolph, his son-in-law.” 
 
“The graveyard remains the prop-
erty of Jefferson’s descendants, 
and continues to be a family bury-
ing ground.” (Historical sign.)  
 
Monticello Graveyard is located 
next to the home of Thomas 
Jefferson on the estate he named, 
“Monticello.”  
 

Curles, Henrico County, Virginia  
Curles Neck Meeting House Burying Ground 

 
John Pleasants (8th Great-Grandfather, who was born in Norwich, England, and became 
a Quaker in Virginia; 1644-1698) and Jane Larcome Parish (8th Great-Grandmother; 
died 1708). 
 
Curles Neck Meeting House Burying Ground was a Friends cemetery donated from the 
estate of John Pleasants. Its precise location has not been determined.     
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Above: Jamestown Church Burial Ground has many 
burials from the 17th and 18th century, but most of 
these are unknown today because their grave markers 
are gone, and only 25 remain today. The church’s 
tower dates from the 1600s, but the rest of the church 
is a reconstruction. None of our relative’s gravestones 
remain today. Meetings by Virginia’s early govern-
ment leaders (including William Farrar, 10th Great-
Grandfather) were often held inside the church. Most 
people in Virginia were buried in family graveyards 
on their farms or plantations. Only a relative few were 
buried next to their parish churches. Sadly, few had 
gravestones and most are unknown today.          

 

Jamestown, James City County, Virginia  
Jamestown Church Burial Ground 

 
Judith Fuller Soane (10th Great-Grandmother; 1614-1695). She was raised by her aunt, 
Martha Brabon Slutter, and immigrated to James City County, Virginia, in 1651. The 

burying place of her husband, 
Henry Soane (10th Great-Grand-
father; 1622-1661), is unknown. 
Pricilla Farrar Burton (7th Great-
Grandaunt; 1691-1768) and her 
husband, Robert Burton, Jr. (1688- 
1748). Robert’s parents, Robert 
Burton, Sr. (1660-1724) and Mary 
Noell Burton (1665-1748), are 
also buried here. None of their 
gravestones are standing today. 
Probably a number of other rela-
tives are buried here, but out of 
hundreds of burials over the years, 
only twenty-five remain.     
 
Jamestown Church Burial Ground 
is next to the ancient Jamestown 
Church. Burials were made in and 
around the church building. 
 
“Since there is little natural stone 
in tidewater Virginia, tombstones 
were rare in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. Almost all had 

to be imported usually from England. Many of the people buried here after the 1680s 
were wealthy and their families could have afforded tombstones. Nineteenth century 
reports indicate that many did and the graveyard contained many tombstones. Sadly most 
of these have been lost, stolen or destroyed by the ravages of time. Only twenty-five 
remain. Some of these are not really tombstones, but merely grave markers erected in 
1901 when the A. P. V. A. conducted excavations here and found the graves.” (Historical 
marker at Jamestown Cemetery.)      
 

Longdale, Henrico County, Virginia  
Oak Hill Cemetery 

 
Richard Ferris Woodson (7th Great-Granduncle; 1662-1704). Apparently, his grave-
stone no longer exists.  
 

Oak Hill Cemetery is located “three miles northeast of Richmond City limits on the east 
side of Mechanicsville Turnpike in Henrico County, Virginia. There are no longer any 
standing monuments or anything to see.”  
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Mary Ashton Cocke (second wife of Richard Cocke, 9th 
Great-Grandfather) was buried in Westover Plantation 
Cemetery (below) next to the James River (bottom) in 1693. 
She has no gravestone today. Left: The grave slab of her 
father, Lt. Col. Walter Ashton (died in 1656), and her brother, 
Walter Ashton Jr. (died in 1666), in Westover Plantation 
Cemetery. Lower left: Original inscription on the slab 
showing the date when Walter Ashton Jr. died. Today (2012) 
the full inscription is difficult to read so a plaque (above) was 
placed next to the grave by the Daughters of Colonial Wars.    

Westover, Charles City County, Virginia  
Westover Plantation Cemetery 

  
Mary Ashton Cocke (died 1693; second wife of Richard Cocke, 9th Great-Grandfather). 

She married Richard Cocke 
sometime after October 10, 1652, in Virginia, and they had at least four children. Her 
father, Lt. Col. Walter Aston (1607-1656), and her brother, Walter Aston II (1638-1666), 
are also buried here. Their shared monument is one 
of the oldest remaining in Virginia.     
 
The cemetery is located next to the Westover 
Plantation (William Byrd mansion) on the James 
River. Drive from Richmond, Virginia, on Highway 
5 (the old River Road) south and follow the signs to 
Westover Plantation. Park next to the mansion then 
walk about a quarter mile north along the James 
River to Westover Plantation Cemetery, which is 
clearly marked.   
 

Upton, Larue County, 
Kentucky 

Watkins Family Cemetery  
 
Houghton H. Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1804-1867), and his wife, Leathy Watkins 
Tinker (1805-1867). There are no gravestones for Houghton Tinker or his wife, Leathy.  
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Left: Ruins of Jamestown, 1834, by 
James Gadsby Chapman. Some of 
the gravestones that surrounded 
the ancient Jamestown church are 
depicted in this painting, but they 
no longer exist. Two direct-line rel-
atives are known to have been bur-
ied here, but there were probably 
many more.  

Watkins Cemetery is located just east of Upton, Kentucky, and south of Highway 
224. It is a small family graveyard 
with 63 burials and dates from 
about 1830.  

(Note: This edition of Family Cemeteries, Churches, Castles and Homes does not in-
clude additions made to most of the individual histories in Worthy to Remember.)  
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ur ancestors fought in eleven major American wars. In the early history of 
New England they resisted Indian attacks in the Pequot, King Philip’s and 
Narragansett wars. They experienced Bacon’s Rebellion and fought the French 

in the French and Indian War. When the American colonies sought their independence 

from England, a large number of our ancestors enthusiastically joined in the rebellion.  
Our relatives also fought in the War of 1812 and the Mexican and American War.   

O 

Above: Regimental Flag of the 1st Arkansas Infantry Regiment. William Andrew Bowles (Great-Grand-
uncle) served in this regiment for the entire war from the Battle of Manassas until the surrender at 
Greensboro, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865. His brother, John Jackson Bowles, also served in the 1st 
until he was wounded at Atlanta on July 22, 1864. Once he recovered he served as an officer in the 4th 
Virginia Cavalry. William and John served in Company I, the “Monticello Guards,” perhaps the finest 
company in the regiment. “This was an unusually well-educated company of men. Its ranks included 
lawyers, physicians, clerks, merchants, and skilled artisans of all trades. Unlike most Arkansas companies, 
farmers were a distinct minority.” Many of these men could have easily secured officer or staff positions, 
but instead chose to serve in the ranks as privates. “Very few desertions occurred in the Monticello Guards. 
They served in some of the bloodiest battles of the war, sustaining appalling casualties, yet remained 
true to the colors to the end. This appears to have been a highly motivated group of men.” Ralph P. 
Phillips (2nd Great-Granduncle) also served in the 1st.  (Photograph courtesy of Old State House Museum.)    
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The American Civil War, the bloodiest in American history, saw most close relatives 
fight for the South (possibly only Colonel Orwin O. Tinker, Fourth Great-Granduncle, 
served in the Union Army.) Many more distant relatives fought for the North, especially 
those from New England. 
 

One first cousin fought in World War I and 
Uncle John Bowles served in the U. S. Army 
during World War II. My brother, Ron Martin, 
was stationed with the U. S. Army in Thailand 
during the Vietnam War.   
 
Some of our relatives made incredible financial 
and physical sacrifices for their country. Captain 
Nehemiah Tinker (Fifth Great-Granduncle) of 
Connecticut commanded a privateer during the 
Revolutionary War. He loaned money to the 
government and by purchasing supplies for 
the army exhausted his property. He died at 
the end of the war in 1783, leaving his wife 
and family of ten children destitute. Russell 
Bowles died while serving in the Continental 
Army.   
 
Although most were not called on to give their 
lives, most were willing to die for their country.  
They left their families and suffered many 
hardships. During the Revolutionary and Civil 
wars they often lacked enough food and sup-
plies. Many regiments during the Civil War 

lost forty percent of their men by the end of the war. Both of these wars were long 
conflicts and tested the resolve of our relatives.   
 
Most of our relatives were not professional soldiers, and as far as we have record, all 
of them volunteered for the service and were not drafted. A few cousins rose to the 
rank of general, but most served as privates throughout the wars.   
 
Our family history is intertwined with the history of America. The freedom we enjoy 
in the greatest country in the world is due to our family and thousands of other families 
that were willing to fight, when necessary, to secure our way of life.  
 
Union General Joshua L. Chamberlain insightfully wrote, “Generations that know us 
not and that we know not of, heart-drawn to see where and by whom great things 
suffered and done for them, shall come to this deathless field, to ponder and dream.” 
Five generations removed from the Civil War era of Joshua Chamberlain, I have fulfilled 
his prophetic words and “heart-drawn” walked the battlefields of my ancestors and 
“pondered and dreamed.”        

Above: A battle flag carried by soldiers 
in Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. 
While serving as a lieutenant in the 4th 
Virginia Calvary, Bolman Bowles (2nd 
Great-Granduncle) was killed at First 
Manassas, the first major battle of the 
Civil War. His brother, Tarleton Bowles, 
served in the 15th Virginia Infantry, 
which saw action at Antietam, Malvern 
Hill and Petersburg. Photograph cour-
tesy of Old State House Museum.           
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Top right: Gravestone of William Hearne 
(8th Great-Grandfather), who served as a 
captain under Oliver Cromwell during 
the English Civil War. He is buried under 
this tree on his plantation in Delmar, 
Delaware. Above: Gravestone of Samuel 
Griswold, (7th Great-Granduncle), who 
served as captain of the trainband of   
Norwich, Connecticut. Right: Gravestone 
of John Houghton (8th Great-Granduncle), 
who was commander of the Garrison 
House in Lancaster, Massachusetts, in 1704.    

The English Civil War 
 

William Hearne (possible 8th Great-
Grandfather; 1627-1691) “served as 
a captain with Oliver Cromwell in all 
of his famous battles.”  
 

New England’s 
Wars 

 

Great-Grandparents 
 
John Clark (9th Great-Grandfather; about 1600-

1673/1678) was a soldier in the Pequot War in 1637. 
 
Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather; about 1621-1693) served in the Artillery  
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Top left: In this field stood the Rowlandson 
Garrison House in Lancaster, Massachusetts. 
Above: Lancaster, Massachusetts, was attacked 
by Indians on February 10, 1675/1676, and 
suffered heavy losses in life and property. 
Below: Gravestone of Samuel Bennett 
(8th Great-Grandfather). His father was 
killed in the Indian massacre of 1675/1676. 
Left: The Indians attacked the house of 
Peter Joslyn in Lancaster on July 18, 1692, 
“butchering” his wife and three children 
while he was “at his labor in the field.”  

 

 

Company of Boston in 1643, the first organized military company in America. The 
company still exists under the name of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company 
of Boston. 
 

John Whitney (9th Great-Grandfather; 
1620-1692) was a soldier from Watertown, 
Massachusetts, in King Philip’s War. 
 
Great-Granduncles 
 
Ephraim Cutter (8th Great- 
Granduncle; born 1651) was 
a captain in King Philip’s 
War. He commanded the 
company sent to “range 
the woods towards Grafton, 
Massachusetts,” on April 
27, 1676. They succeeded 
in capturing small parties 
of the enemy, some of 
“considerable rank.” Ephraim 
was commander in a fight 
with Indians at Fort Hill in 
Thompson, Connecticut.   
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Above left: Indians attacked the town of Groton, Massachusetts, four different times. Some of 
the Whitney family lived in Groton. Above right: Gravestone of Gershom Cutter (8th Great-
Granduncle) in Arlington, Massachusetts. The inscription reads, “Here lyes Buried / ye Body 
of Mr. / GERSHOM CUTTER / who departed this life / April 2, Anno Domi 1738 / in ye 85th 
Year of His Age.” Gershom was a soldier in the Narragansett War and fought in the Great 
Swamp Fight.    

Gershom Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle; 1653-1738) was a soldier in the Narragansett 
War. He fought in the noted Swamp Fight. “This was a difficult campaign and he 
endured many hardships.”   
 

Samuel Griswold (7th Great-Granduncle; 1665-1740) was captain of the company of 
the trainband of Norwich, Connecticut.  
 
John Griswold (8th Great-Granduncle; 1652-1717) served as a captain during the 
Narragansett War in 1712. 
 
John Houghton (8th Great-Granduncle; 1650-1737) was commander of the Garrison 
House at Lancaster, Massachusetts, in 1704.  
 
Nathaniel Reynolds (9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-1708) served as a captain in King 
Philip’s War and fought at the Battle of Chelmsford on February 25, 1676. 
 
John Shattuck (9th Great-Granduncle; 1647-1675/1676) was a sergeant in Captain 
Richard Beer’s company during King Philip’s War. Hearing that Northfield, 
Massachusetts, had been attacked, his company marched to their relief. While en route, 
a large force of Indians ambushed them and twenty of the thirty-six men of his 
company were killed. John survived and was dispatched to inform the governor of the 
attack. Ten days after the attack on September 14, 1675/1676, John drowned as he 
attempted to cross the Charles River by ferry.    
  
Benjamin Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1660-1736) “fought the French in 1690.” 
 
Israel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; about 1708-1746) was a soldier in the Cape  
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Above: Signature of Jonathan Brown (7th 
Great-Granduncle), father of Jonathan Brown, 
Jr., who served as a captain of a company 
during the French and Indian War in 1758. 
Right: James Cocke, who served as a captain 
over a Virginia company, built this gristmill 
in Oilville, Virginia, in the 1790s.   

 

Breton Expedition in 1745. At the time of his death he was still due 42 pounds for his 
military service. 
 

Isaac Williams (9th Great-Granduncle; born 
1638) served as a captain.  
 

Cousins 
 
Reinold Marvin (1631-1676) (son of Rei-
nold Marvin, 9th Great-Granduncle) was a 
sergeant and later a lieutenant of the Lyme, 
Connecticut Trainband until his death in 
1676.   
 
Moses Whitney (son of Richard Whitney, 
9th Great-Granduncle) was a soldier from Stow, 
Massachusetts, in King Philip’s War in 1676.    
 

The French and Indian War 
 
Abel Farrar (6th Great-Granduncle; born 1732) served as a lieutenant from Chester-
field County, Virginia. 
 
William Farrar (6th Great-Granduncle; 1720-1788) served as a sergeant under Major 
William Caldwell from Mecklenburg County, Virginia. He was also a Revolutionary 
War patriot.    
 
Alexander Boyd (6th Great-Granduncle; 1743-1801) was “an officer in the Virginia 
Regiment in an expedition against the French in 1762. He was a paymaster of the army 
and held the rank of lieutenant.”  
 
Jonathan Brown, Jr. (1724-1797) (son of Jonathan Brown, 7th Great-Granduncle) 
was captain of a company in 1758. 
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Above: Gravestone of Elihu Tinker (5th Great-
Grandfather), who served as a private from 
Massachusetts, during the Revolutionary War. 
Top left: Field where the British surrendered at 
Yorktown. Middle left: The Moore house, where 
the terms of the surrender were concluded at 
Yorktown. Middle left: Redoubt Number 10, 
which the Americans stormed and took, and 
Redoubt Number 9 (lower left), which the 
French took at Yorktown.   

 

The American Revolutionary War 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
Russell Bowles (4th Great-Grandfather; 
about 1748-1776/1783) died in Conti-
nental service.  
 

 

James Cocke (4th Great-Grandfather; about 
1751-1812) was captain of a Virginia company. 
 
Ebenezer Hearne (once believed to be a 4th Great-
Grandfather; 1760-1840) was a private in the North 
Carolina Continental line. He enlisted in Mont-
gomery County, North Carolina, and served 
from 1781 until 1782 in General Greene’s division. 
Ebenezer was at Charleston, South Carolina, when 
the last of the British troops were pulled out.    
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Top left: Signature of Ebenezer Hearne (once believed to be a 4th Great-Grandfather) on his 
application for a Revolutionary War soldier’s pension dated October 7, 1833. The pension was 
granted. Ebenezer was a private in the North Carolina Line, 1781-1782. Top right: Road along 
American line at the Battle of Yorktown. Middle: Gravestone in Brazil, Tennessee, of Benjamin 
Towler (5th Great-Grandfather), who served as a private at the Battle of Yorktown in 1781. 
Above: Signature of Benjamin Towler on his application for a pension in 1832, which was granted.   

Solomon Houghton (6th Great-Grandfather; born 1729) was a Loyalist. He served as a 
paymaster in the English Army. 
 

Abraham Lay  (6th Great- 
Grandfather; 1700-1785) was 
a patriot. In 1781, Abraham 
provided 300 pounds of beef, 
a wagon, lock, gear for four 
horses, and a sorrel horse for 
the American Army. 
 

John Lewis (6th Great-Grandfather; 1702-1783) was a patriot. He aided the American Army. 
 
Elihu Tinker (5th Great-Grandfather; 1741-1816) was a “private in Capt. Benjamin 
Bonney’s company, Col. Elisha Porter’s (Hampshire County) regiment; enlisted July 21, 
1779; discharged August 27, 1779; service 42 days at New London Connecticut, including 
travel (107 miles) home. Roll dated in Chesterfield” (Massachusetts Soldiers, page 765).   
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Top: Site of Palmetto Fort, where Patriots held 
off a British fleet of nine British warships on 
June 28, 1776. Above: Charleston, South Caro-
lina, which fell to the British in 1780. Captain 
Field Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) was one of 
the officers taken prisoner after the surrender.    

Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather; born 1757) was a soldier in Captain Warren’s 
Vermont company. He fought at the Battle of Bennington in 1777.   
 
Benjamin Towler (5th Great-Grandfather; 1752-1837) was a Revolutionary War soldier. 
He served three terms of enlistment, of three months duration each. His first enlistment was 
in 1781, from Charles City County, Virginia, where he was born. He served under Capt. 
William Lewis and stationed at Petersburg, Virginia. He took ill and was eventually moved 
through Chesterfield County to Powhatan 
County with the other sick. He recovered 
and went home. The same year he 
reenlisted, this time as a private in Capt. 
Baker Pegram’s company from Dinwiddie 
County, Virginia. His company made a 
rendezvous at Petersburg, and then 
marched through Prince George County, 
Virginia, to City Point. “Here we met the 
enemy and there was a cannonade for a 
good part of the night.” After the battle, 
the company “marched back to Petersburg 
and then to Brasburgy, and to Hackneys 
Alley, and the Hundred on James River 
and was marched to a place called 
Smithfield.” His term of enlistment 
expired and Benjamin enlisted again in 
the same company, which again marched 
to Petersburg (Benjamin’s home was near 
Petersburg) for another rendezvous, but 
this time they marched on to York, 
Virginia, to confront Lord Cornwallis. At 
the Battle of Yorktown, Benjamin manned 
a battery. After his tour of duty he “was 
discharged by his captain at York” (Ap-
plication for Pension, 1832).   
 
Benjamin could not recollect all of the 
details of his military service because at 
the time of his application, he was “old and infirm.” He was awarded a pension on his 
application executed October 2, 1832, at which time he was eighty years of age and 
residing in Rutherford County, Tennessee. He died in Gibson County, Tennessee, and 
was buried at Brazil, Tennessee, in 1837.                       
 
Great-Granduncles 
 
Field Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle; 1753/1754-1796) served as a captain and a 
major in the “5th Continental Regiment of South Carolina Line, afterwards removed to 
the 3rd Continental Regiment. He was made a prisoner by the British at the surrender of 
Charleston in 1780. He was confined with the other Continental officers at Had Wells 
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Point, and permitted with them to go to Virginia on parole in the summer of 1781. He 
continued a prisoner on parole until the peace” (statement made by Major General 
Charles C. Pinckney on November 27, 1802). 

Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1754-1833) was commissioned 
2nd Lieutenant in the 5th South Carolina 
Regiment of the Continental Line on 

February 25, 1776. On February 7, 1777, his company, commanded by Captain 
Benjamin Tutt, was detached from the South Carolina Regiment by the South Carolina 
Legislature and made an independent company to guard the Northwest Frontier of the 
state against the Indians and other enemies of the country. He served in this company 
until March 1781, when he was made brigade major to Brigadier General Andrew Pick-
ens and served in this capacity until the end of the war. 
He was in the battles of Charleston, Guilford Court House 
and Savannah, where he was wounded on October 7, 1779. 
He was in command of Fort 96 at the close of the war in 
1783.                    
 

A major at the end of the war, Thomas Farrar was later 
appointed lieutenant colonel on the staff of Governor 
John Drayton of South Carolina in 1801.   
 
Thomas Farrar and his brother, Field Farrar, were noted 
to have a “great resemblance.” 
 
Thomas gave “his trusted slave, his manservant,” his freedom at the end of the war. 

 Above and left: Battle of Bennington.  
Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grand-
father), Nathaniel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) and Philemon Houghton 
(5th Great-Granduncle) participated in 
this battle, which was an important Amer-
ican victory.       
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Above: Old Ironsides in Boston harbor; 
October 2001. Left: Gravestone of Ne-
hemiah Tinker (5th Great-Granduncle), 
who served as a captain during the 
Revolutionary War. He responded to 
the Lexington Alarm and traveled from 
Windham, Connecticut to Boston. Ne-
hemiah commanded a privateer that 
raided British ships and loaned money 
to the government. By purchasing sup-
plies for the army he exhausted his prop-
erty and died March 17, 1783, leaving 
his large family destitute.   

Zachariah Bowles (4th Great-Granduncle; about 1742-1829) enlisted in 1777. He 
served in Colonel Charles Harrison’s regiment of artillery in the Continental Army. He 
was honorably discharged on January 10, 1780, at Morristown, New York. 
 
Benjamin Bradshaw (4th Great- 
Granduncle; 1754-1828) was a 
patriot. 
 
Edward Bradshaw (4th Great- 
Granduncle; 1758-1830) was a 
soldier in a Virginia company.  
 
Claiborne Parish (4th Great- 
Granduncle; 1762-1836) was a 
private in a North Carolina 
company. He qualified for a pension. 
 

 

Redmond Smith (4th Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1760-1842) was a private in 
the company commanded by Captain 
Cooley in the regiment commanded 
by Colonel Parker in the Continental 
Virginia line. He served at least one 
year and seven months from 1777, 
but possibly served much longer.  
He was awarded a pension in 1832.  
 
David Bowles (5th Great-Granduncle; 
about 1738-1807) was captain of a 
company. 

 
Thomas Bowles (5th Great-Granduncle; born about 1732) was a patriot. 
 
Peter Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle; 1740/1745-1802) was a soldier in the Continental 
Army from North Carolina. 
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Above: Home in Marlboro, Vermont, of 
Captain Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great- 
Granduncle), who responded to the 
Lexington Alarm and traveled from 
Marlboro to Boston. He fought the next 
year at the Battle of Bennington in 1777, 
and guarded the prisoners after the 
engagement. Right: Portrait of Samuel 
Huntington (son of Nathaniel Huntington, 
6th Great-Granduncle), who was a signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, and 
President of the Continental Congress.  

John Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle; 1750-1808) was appointed a second lieutenant on 
October 13, 1777, in Captain Parham’s Company of Militia. He later took the oath of 
captain on February 8, 1778, of the 2nd Battalion of Mecklenburg County, Virginia, 
Militia. 
 

 

Philemon Houghton (5th Great-Grand- 
uncle; born 1761) served in Captain 
William Greenleaf’s company of Colo-
nel Josiah Whitney’s regiment in August 
1777, at the Battle of Bennington. 
 
Joseph Lay (5th Great-Granduncle; 
about 1744-about 1818) was a soldier 
in a Virginia company.  
 
John Lewis (5th Great-Granduncle; 
1735/1740-1787) was a private in the Continental line from Virginia. 
 
William Lewis (5th Great-Granduncle; about 1740-1781 or 1822) served either as a 
lieutenant or a private. 
 
Joseph Lewis (5th Great-Granduncle; about 1744-about 1818) served as a second 
lieutenant from Virginia.   
 

Humphrey Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; about 1730-1823) was captain of a Virginia 
company. 
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Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; about 1742-after 1820) served as a soldier in a 
Virginia company. He fought in the Battles of Brandywine (1777) and Monmouth (1778). 
 
Booker Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; about 1745-1823/1833) was a private in a 
Virginia company. 
 
Nehemiah Tinker (5th Great-Granduncle; 1740-1783) was captain of the Connecticut 
Training Band and Militia. He responded to the Lexington Alarm and traveled from 
Windham, Connecticut to Boston. Nehemiah commanded a privateer that raided British 
ships and loaned money to the government. By purchasing supplies for the army he 
exhausted his property and died March 17, 1783, leaving his large family destitute. His 
widow was obliged to appeal to the town authorities for support.   
 
Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) was a patriot while living in Vermont 
and New York.  
 
Eliphalet Hastings (6th Great-Granduncle; 1726-1824) fought at Bunker Hill, where he 
was wounded, and served as an officer “in all the principal actions during the war” except Yorktown.  
 
Josiah Hastings (6th Great-Granduncle; 1728-1802) “marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775, to Concord and Lexington” and was a guard “until the fourth day after the fight at Concord.”    
 
Thomas Ross (6th Great-Granduncle; 1736-1818) was a corporal from Lancaster in Capt. 
Daniel Robbins’ company that marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775, to Concord. 
 
Samuel Ross (6th Great-Granduncle; 1738-1815) served in the Massachusetts Continental 
line. Nine men named Samuel Ross are listed in Massachusetts Soldiers, Volume 13, page 592. 
 
Roger Ross (6th Great-Granduncle; 1740-1817) was a private in Captain Josiah Wilder’s 
company of Colonel Nathan Sparhawk’s Massachusetts regiment. He marched with his 
company to the Bennington Alarm of August 21, 1777. From September 27, 1777, until 
October 18, 1777, Roger participated in the great American victory at Saratoga. The main 
battle was on October 7, and the surrender took place on October 17, 1777.    
 
Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1739-1811) was a private in Captain White’s 
Vermont Company in 1781. He later served as a captain.   
 
Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1749-1829) was a lieutenant and a captain 
in Captain Warren’s Vermont Company in 1782. At the Lexington Alarm, he and 
Captain James Warren took their muskets and started for the American camp traveling 
from Vermont to Boston. He fought in the Battle of Bennington and was in the guard 
over the Bennington prisoners.   
 

Cousins 
 

Jonathan Brown, Jr. (1724-1797) (son of Jonathan Brown, 7th Great-Granduncle) was 
commissary of military stores at Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1775 and 1776.  
 
Jabez Huntington (grandson of Simon Huntington, 7th Great-Granduncle) was major 
general over the entire militia of Connecticut early in the war. His son, Jedediah Hunt-
ington, was also a general and was recommended for promotion by George Washington.   
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Samuel Huntington (1731-1796) (son of Nathaniel Huntington, 6th Great-Granduncle) 
was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Samuel served as president of the 
Continental Congress and was governor of Connecticut.      
 

Twenty-two of John Fuller’s (10th 
Great-Grandfather; 1611-1697) descen-
dants served in the American Army 
from Newton, Massachusetts, during 
the Revolutionary War.  
 
Samuel Reynolds, Grindall Reynolds, 

John Reynolds, Edward Reynolds and William Reynolds (Great-Great-Grandsons of 
Nathaniel Reynolds, 9th Great-Granduncle) took part in the famous Boston Tea Party.    
 

War of 1812 
 

Great-Grandparents 
 
William Phillips (4th Great-Grandfather; 1773-1862) was a colonel. It was once believed 
that he had enlisted as a first major under Colonel Nicholas Perkins in the 1st Regiment 
Mounted, West Tennessee volunteers, and this is inscribed on his gravestone, but this 
may not be correct. Nevertheless, it is certain that he served as a colonel in the war and 
probably served at one time under Andrew Jackson.      
 
Hardy Morgan (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1785-1854) was a first lieutenant in the 10th 
Company, Montgomery Regiment, commanded by Elijah Halton and stationed in Salis-
bury, North Carolina. He served for only a short time. After the war, Hardy was colonel 
commandant of the 60th North Carolina Regiment in 1833.  

Left: Gravestone of William Phillips 
(4th Great-Grandfather), who served 
as a colonel during the War of 1812.  
Above: Official marker for veterans 
of the War of 1812, located next to 
William’s gravestone.         
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Great-Granduncles 
 
George Hearne (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1795-1874) was captain of a company, which 
he led throughout the war. 
 

Sampson Lay (4th Great-Granduncle; 1794-1876) was a soldier from Georgia.  
 

Cousins 
 
Newel Kimball Whitney (1795-1850; son of Samuel Whitney, 1772-1886, and grand-
son of Samuel Whitney, 5th Great-Granduncle; 1739-1811) participated in the Battle of 
Champlain. In this battle the American Army defeated a British force of fourteen thou-
sand men.  
 

The Mexican-American War 
 
Bolman Hugo Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1826-1861) served as a soldier in a 
Virginia company. 

Above left: William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) served a private in Company C, 
Napier’s Battalion, Tennessee Cavalry, C.S.A. It was consolidated into the 10th Regiment (De-
Moss) Tennessee Cavalry. He was wounded and captured at the Second Battle of Fort Donelson 
on February 5, 1863 (shot in three places). He was exchanged in May 1863, and swore the Oath 
of Allegiance on April 4, 1865. Above right: Canon overlooking the Cumberland River at Fort 
Donelson. Augustus Smith (2nd Great-Grandfather) fought in the First Battle of Fort Donelson.  
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Top right: George Whitfield “Whit” 
Morgan (2nd Great-Grandfather) on his 
wedding day in 1866. Top left and 
above: Port Hudson after the surrender. 
Whit and his brother, Nelson Morgan, 
fought for the South at Port Hudson 
along this line of trees (right) against 
overwhelming odds. It was the longest 
siege in U. S. military history.   

 

 

The American Civil War 
 
Great-Grandparents 
 
William Jackson Bowles (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1819-1887) enlisted as a private in 
Company F, 1st Arkansas Infantry on March 2, 1863, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and served 

until September 1, 1863. He then probably 
transferred to the 37th Arkansas Infantry, 
where he served as a captain of Company D 

and fought in the battles of Little Rock (September 10, 1863) and Jenkins’ Ferry (April 
30, 1864). The record lists a W. J. Bowles as a captain in this regiment.  
 

Isaac Dancy (4th Great-Grandfather; 1783-1863) served as a captain of a militia 
company of Williamson and Maury counties, Tennessee, before the Civil War. 
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Top right: Island Number Ten, lo-
cated near New Madrid, Missouri, 
was the site of a major Civil War 
battle. Middle right: Civil War era 
drawing of the Battle of Island 
Number Ten. The Federals won the 
battle by sheer weight of numbers 
and material. Right: View across 
the Mississippi River from New 
Madrid towards Island Number 
Ten, which is now covered with 
water. Above: Augustus Burnett 
Smith (2nd Great-Grandfather) 
fought here and was captured by the 
Federals before managing to escape. 

William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1840-1910) served as a private in 
Company C, Napier’s Battalion, Tennessee Cavalry, C. S. A. It was consolidated into                               

the 10th Regiment (DeMoss) Tennessee Cavalry. William was wounded at Fort Donel-
son, Tennessee, on February 5, 1863 (shot in three places). He was exchanged in May 
1863, and swore the Oath of Allegiance on April 4, 1865.   
 
George Whitfield “Whit” Morgan (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1825-1879) was a private 
in Company F, 18th Regiment Arkansas Infantry under Captain John Brent and Colonel 
R. H. Crockett. His older brother, Nelson, was in the same company. He fought in the 
Battle of Port Hudson. After the Confederate surrender, Whit was paroled on July 14, 
1863.    
  
Augustus Burnet Smith (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1832-1890) enlisted July 28, 1861, 
at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, in Company D, 12th Arkansas Infantry. He served under 
Captain E. Chandler and Colonel Edward Gantt. Augustus was captured and sent to 
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Island Number Ten, but managed to escape with other members of his company and 
rejoined the Army, this time serving in the 6th Arkansas Infantry Regiment.  
   
Great-Granduncles  
 

Isaac Franklin “Frank” Anderson (Great-Granduncle; 1842-1862/5) was a soldier 
in a Tennessee regiment of Confederate Infantry. Frank was killed while attempting 
to cross the Tennessee River. A boatload of soldiers was being towed across the river 
when the boat capsized. One of the mules kicked Frank in the head as men, horses and 
mules threshed about and he was drowned.  
 

John W. Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1806/1807-1873/1880) was a private in 
Company G, 10th Virginia Infantry or Company E, 19th Virginia Infantry.   
 

Thomas Holland Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1811-1891) served as a corporal in 
Company I, 3rd Missouri Cavalry. 
 

Tarleton Fleming Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1821-1880) was a private in Company 
C, 15th Virginia Infantry or 1st Company, 38th Virginia Militia. 
 

James Henry Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1824-1879) was a private or an officer 
in the Goochland Light Artillery. 

Above left: James Erastus Lay (son of Allen Lay, 3rd Great-Granduncle; James is equivalent 
to a 2nd Great-Granduncle) was a sergeant in Company A., 12th Texas Infantry Regiment from 
1861 to 1865, and only missed three days of active service. He became a medical doctor after he 
returned home to Hallettsville, Texas. Above right: John Jackson Bowles (Great-Granduncle) 
served in Company I, 1st Arkansas Infantry and fought at First Manassas, Shiloh, Stones River 
and Chickamauga. In 1865 he served as an officer in the 4th Virginia Cavalry.       
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Bolman Hugo Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1826-1861) helped organize the 
Hanover Light Dragoons. He served as a second lieutenant in Company G of the 4th  

 
Virginia Cavalry. Bolman was killed on July 21, 1861, in the First Battle of Manassas 
(Bull Run), the first major battle of the Civil War.  
   
John Jackson Bowles (Great-Great-Granduncle; 1841-1899) was a soldier in Company 
I, 1st Arkansas Infantry. In 1865, he transferred to the 4th Virginia Cavalry, where he was 
made an officer.    
 
William Andrew Bowles (Great-Great-Granduncle; 1843-1883) served as a soldier in 
Company I, 1st Arkansas Infantry until the end of the war, fighting in all of its major engagements. 

Above: Alexander “Sandy” Dancy 
(3rd Great-Granduncle; 1837-
1862). Top right: The 9th Tennessee 
Infantry fought on this part of 
the battlefield at Perryville on 
October 8, 1862. It was the greatest 
battle fought in Kentucky during 
the Civil War. Sandy Dancy 
lost his life probably at, or near, 
this site. Middle right: Monument 
to Sandy Dancy in the Dancyville 
Methodist Cemetery. Right: 
Company flag of the Dancyville 
Grays, Sandy Dancy’s regiment.  
He fought under this flag at 
Shiloh and Perryville.      
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Preston Bowles (2nd Great-Granduncle) served in the Confederate Army, but his rank, 
company and regiment are unknown.  
 
Alexander “Sandy” Dancy (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1837-1862) served in Company 
A, 9th Tennessee Infantry, called the Dancyville Grays. He was killed in the Battle of 
Perryville on October 8, 1862. 
 

William Henry Lay (2nd Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1841-1882) enlisted in 1862 
with his brother-in-law, George Whitfield 
Morgan (2nd Great-Grandfather), in 
the 18th Arkansas Infantry Regiment, 
but was transferred to Company A, 
12th Battalion Arkansas Sharpshooters.  
He fought in the Battle of Big Black 
River against U. S. Grant’s far superior 
forces (100 to 1) on May 17, 1863.  
He was captured and sent to Fort 
Delaware, the most notorious Union 
prisoner of war camp. Four months 
later he was transferred to Point Lookout, 
Maryland, until December 25, 1863, 
when he was one of the last prisoners 
of the war to be exchanged. William 
served until the end of the war, when 
he was discharged May 28, 1865.  
His wife received a pension for his 
service in 1912 of $100 a year.    
   
Nelson Morgan (2nd Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1815-about 1871) was a private 
in Company F, 18th Arkansas Infantry.  
He enlisted on March 26, 1863, at Bastrop, 
Louisiana. Nelson fought alongside 
his brother, George Whitfield Morgan, 
in the Battle of Port Hudson, the longest 
siege in American history. They held 

their lines, but the Army was forced to surrender in the face of overwhelming (5 to 1) 
odds on July 8, 1863. He was paroled on July 14, 1863.   
  
Ralph Philip Phillips (2nd Great-Granduncle; 1824-1902) was a private in Company 
F, 1st Arkansas Volunteers from 1861-1865. His wife received his pension in 1905.   
 
Orwin Cullen Tinker (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1810-1893) was a colonel in the Union 
Army. Other than cousins, Orwin was the only Bowles/Massey relative to fight for the Union.      
 

Cousins 
 
Joel Hearne (son of 3rd Great-Granduncle) was elected the first mayor of New Albany,  

Above: Monument in Goochland County, Vir-
ginia, honoring James Pleasants, who single-
handedly captured fourteen armed Union sol-
diers in 1864.   
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Above left: Portrait of John Bowles (Uncle). Above right: John Bowles (center) served as a ser-
geant during World War II. He wanted to serve overseas, but missed being shipped out twice.  

Mississippi, in 1850. After the Union army burned New Albany, he resigned as mayor 
to join the Confederate Army in 1863.    
 
James Erastus Lay (1843-1916; son of Allen Garrison Lay, 3rd Great-Granduncle 
and Mildred Dancy, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) served from 1861 until 1865 in Walker’s 

Texas Division. He missed only three days duty because of a sprained ankle. Later, 
James became a medical doctor in Halletsville, Texas.  
 
Samuel Lay (son of Henry Harrison Lay, 3rd Great-Granduncle) died while serving as 
a soldier during the war. 
 

Henry Lay and James Lay (sons of Sarah Lay, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) both served in 
Co. D, 9th Tenn. Infantry C. S. A. Henry became a Tennessee State Representative after 
the war.  
 
William James “Bud” Phillips (1846-1864; son of John B. Phillips, 3rd Great-Grand-
uncle) served as a soldier from Arkansas. William was wounded, honorably discharged 
and carried home to his parents, where he died two weeks later at the age of eighteen.   
  
James Reubin Pleasants (1844-1872; son of 2nd Great-Grandaunt, Martha A. Bowles) 
served as a soldier in the Goochland Troops. James single-handedly killed one and 
captured thirteen armed Union soldiers on March 1, 1864, in Goochland County, Virginia. 
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World War I 
 
William Mead (1892-1934; son of Juanita Morgan, Great-Grandaunt) served in France 
from August 26, 1918, until June 30, 1919.     
 
Walter Hall (1880-1918; son of Elizabeth Lay, 2nd Great-Grandaunt), private 314th 
Engineer Regiment, 89th Division, U.S. Army. Died in battle on September 14, 1918; 
buried in St. Mihiel American Cemetery in Thiaucourt, France.   

 

World War II 
 

Uncles 
 
John Preston Bowles (Great-Uncle; 1905-1974) enlisted in the United States Army in 
Sydney, Australia, serving as a captain in the Western Pacific Region from June 21, 
1943, to January 4, 1946. He earned three campaign ribbons for New Guinea, Leyte 
and Luzon. 
 
John Bowles (Uncle; 1925-2002) served as a sergeant in the United States Army, 
1944-1946. 
 

Cousin 
 
Leonard Ewell Massey (born in 1915; son of Eudie Massey, Great-Granduncle) served 
as a soldier in the United States Army in Europe.    
 

Vietnam 
 
Ronald Marion (Sharp) Martin (Brother; 1948-2012) was stationed at The 
Presidio in San Francisco, California, from 1968 until 1969. Ron did duty in Korat, 
Thailand, for a year from August 1969 until August 1970. His rank was Spec 4, Military 
Police. 
 

Honorable Mention 
 
William Baugh (10th Great-Grandfather; died 1687) served as a colonel in the Henrico 
County Militia.   
 
William Farrar, III (8th Great-Grandfather; 1657-1721) was a major in the Henrico 
County Militia.   
 
John Farrar (9th Great-Granduncle; about 1631-1685) served as a captain and a 
lieutenant colonel in the Henrico County Militia. 
 
Field Farrar (6th Great-Granduncle) probably served in the Granville County, North 
Carolina Militia.  
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Top: Ancient Christian church in Poitiers, France. 
The church would have been at least 350 years old 
at the time of the Battle of Poitiers in 732. Above: 
Site of the Battle of Hastings in Battle, England, 
where many ancestors, some known but most 
unknown, fought in 1066. Photographs taken in 
2004 and 2005.        

Battles 
 
Our ancestors fought in many major battles throughout recorded history. The following 
is a list of battles in which relatives are known to have fought. No doubt the list would 
be much greater if all historical information was known. The unit they fought in is 
listed first when known. Note that all the regiments listed in the American Civil War 
are those of the Confederate States of America.      
    

European Wars 
732-1650 

 
Poitiers/Tours (France) 
732 
 
Charles Martel (distant great-grandfather; 
688-741), ruler of the Merovingian 
Franks from 719-741, defeated the 
invading Muslims (60,000 cavalry) in 
the Battle of Poitiers, also called the 
Battle of Tours. The fighting began 
near Tours and ended near Poitiers.  
For repeatedly attacking the Muslims, 
Charles later received the title of Martel, 
meaning the Hammer (World Book 
Encyclopedia, Volume 3, page 383). “It 
was one of the rare times in the Middle 
Ages when infantry held its ground 
against mounted attack. The Muslims 
struck again and again—for two days 
according to Arab sources, seven days 
by Christian accounts” (An Encyclopedia 
of Battles, by David Eggenberger, 
pages 441-442).         
 
Hastings (England) 
October 14, 1066 
 
Henry Ferriers (distant great-grandfather). 
 
Sir Oliver de Bostock (33rd Great-
Grandfather) fought at the Battle of 
Hastings with William the Conqueror 
in 1066. The Army landed at Pevensey, England, before marching to Battle, England, 
the site where the great battle took place. He was awarded for his valor and loyalty.     
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Evesham (England) 
August 4, 1265 
 
Lord Ralph Bassett IV of Drayton (23rd Great-Grandfather) died in the Battle of 
Evesham in Worcestershire, on August 4, 1265. 
 
Largs (Norse Invasion of Scotland) 
1263 
 

Robert dictus Boyd (distant great-grandfather) 
“distinguished himself at the Battle of Largs, 
which broke the back of the Vikings. The Viking 
raiders ceased to be a threat to Scotland after this 
battle.”  
 
 

Bannockburn (Scotland) 
1314 
 

Sir Robert Boyd (distant great-grandfather), first Feudal 
Baron of Kilmarnock, fought with Robert Bruce against King 
Edward II of England. Scotland eventually won its indepen-
dence from England with this great victory, the greatest loss 
of English knighthood in a single day.    
 

Neville’s Cross (England) 
October 17, 1346 

 

 

Right: Crecy Battlefield in northern 
France, in 2005, where Thomas De 
Beauchamp of Warwick (20th Great-
Grandfather) fought in 1346. It was 
an overwhelming English victory 
against a much larger French Army. 
Above: Contemporary painting of the 
Battle of Crecy.           
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Sir Thomas Boyd (distant great-grandfather), second Feudal Baron of Kilmarnock, 
“was taken prisoner at the Battle of Neville’s Cross.” 
 
Perth 
1339 
 

 
Alan Boyd (distant great-grand-
uncle) was killed at the Siege of 
Perth in 1339 while in command 
of the Scottish Archery.  
 

Crecy (France) 
August 26, 1346 
 
Thomas De Beauchamp of Warwick (20th Great-Grandfather), Twelfth Earl of War-
wick. Crecy was a complete English victory against a much larger French Army.   

 

 

Above: Monument at Agincourt.  
Right: Battlefield of Agincourt 
in France; 2005. The town in the 
distance is Agincourt/Azincourt. 
Sir Ralph Bostock (20th Great-
Grandfather) fought here and 
was knighted by King Henry V 
on October 25, 1415.   
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Calais (France) September 4, 1346-August 4, 1347 
 
Thomas De Beauchamp of Warwick (20th Great-Grandfather), Twelfth Earl of War-
wick. Calais remained in English hands until early in 1558 with this victory.       
 

Poitiers (France) 
September 19, 1356 
 
Thomas De Beauchamp of Warwick (20th Great-Grandfather), Twelfth Earl of War-
wick, fought with the Black Prince, who won a smashing victory against a larger 
French force lead by the King of France himself.    
 
Blore Heath (England)  
September 22, 1459 
 
Sir Adam Bostock (19th Great-Grandfather) was killed at the Battle of Blore Heath, 
which was one of the battles in the War of the Roses, at the time of Henry VI.   
 
Agincourt/Azincourt (France) 
October 25, 1415 
 
Sir Ralph Bostock (20th Great-Grandfather) was knighted at the Battle of Agincourt by 
King Henry V. Against overwhelming odds the English long bowman proved superior 
to heavily armored French Cavalry. The French nobility sustained a devastating lost in 
one of the most lopsided victories in military history.          
 
Najera (Spain) 
1367 
 
Sir Adam Bostock (22nd Great-Grandfather) was knighted at the Battle of Nazareth by 
the Black Prince.   

  

Left: Agincourt is also spelled Azincourt. Above: Road 
running through middle of Agincourt Battlefield; 2005. 
The field was muddy as above, which caused the French 
cavalry to bog down and become easy targets for the 
English archers. It was a complete English victory.        
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Conquest of France 
 
Sir William Bostock (23rd Great-Grandfather) 
was knighted at the Conquest of France by King 
Edward III.   

 

Conquest of Scotland 
 
Sir Adam Bostock (24th Great-Grandfather) 
was knighted by King Edward I at Scotland.  

Top left: Monument at the site of the Great Swamp 
Fight in southern Rhode Island; May 2006. The Nar-
ragansett tribe had joined King Philip (Metacomet) in a 
war against New England settlers in 1675. An army of 
1,000 men that included Gershom Cutter and Capt. 
John Griswold (8th Great-Granduncles) and probably 
other relatives, pushed into the Great Swamp where the 
Narragansett had fortified an island. On December 19, 
1675, they attacked the island and in a desperate fight over-
ran it. Over 100 warriors were killed and the fort was set 
on fire. The settlers lost 80 killed and 150 wounded. Nar-
ragansett’s power was forever broken. (An Encyclopedia 
of Battles, page 178.) Above: To see the site today one 
must walk three quarters of a mile through a swamp.    
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English Civil War 1642-1651 
 
Capt. William Hearne (possible 8th Great-Grandfather) “served as a captain with Oli-
ver Cromwell in all of his famous battles.”  
 

Wars of New England 
1637-1712 

 

Pequot War 1636-1637 
 
John Clark (9th Great-Grand-
father) served as a soldier in 1637. 
 
King Philip’s War 
1675-1676 
 
John Whitney (9th Great-Grand-
father) served as a soldier from 
Watertown, Massachusetts. 
 

Capt. Ephraim Cutter (8th 
Great-Granduncle) served as 
captain. He commanded the 
company sent to “range the 
woods towards Grafton, 
Massachusetts,” on April 27, 

1676. They succeeded in capturing small parties of the enemy, some of “considerable 
rank.” Ephraim was commander in a fight with Indians at Fort Hill in Thompson, 
Connecticut.   
 
Capt. Nathaniel Reynolds (9th Great-Granduncle) served as a captain. He fought at the 
Battle of Chelmsford on February 25, 1676. 
 
John Shattuck (9th Great-Granduncle) was a sergeant in Captain Richard Beer’s comp-
any. Hearing that Northfield, Massachusetts, had been attacked his company marched to 
their relief. While en route, a large force of Indians ambushed them and twenty of the 
thirty-six men of his company were killed. John survived and was dispatched to inform 
the governor of the attack. Ten days after the attack on September 14, 1675, John drown-
ed as he attempted to cross the Charles River by ferry.    
 
Moses Whitney (son of Richard Whitney, 9th Great-Granduncle) was a soldier from 
Stow, Massachusetts, in 1676.    
 

Great Swamp (Rhode Island) December 19, 1675 
 
Gershom Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) served as a soldier. He fought in "the noted 
Swamp Fight.” This was a difficult campaign and he endured many hardships.   

Above: Site of the Great Swamp Fight in Rhode Island, 
1675. Many atrocities had been committed by the Indians in 
what came to be called King Philip’s War. The towns of 
Lancaster, and Groton were attacked by surprise at the be-
ginning of the war and many settlers murdered.           
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Capt. John Griswold (8th Great-Granduncle) served as a soldier; captain in 1712. 
 

The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts 
 
“The Military Company of the Massachusetts,” 
as the Artillery Company was first called was 
organized at Boston on the first Monday in June 
1638. Interestingly, there was a great earthquake 
in the afternoon, “Between three and four in the 
afternoon, being clear, warm, weather, the wind 
westerly, there was a great earthquake. It came 
with a noise like a continued thunder or the 
rattling of caches in London, but was presently 
gone…It shook the ships, which rode in the 
harbor, and all the islands. The noise and the 
shakings continued about four minutes” (Winth-
rop’s Journal, Volume 1, page 265).   
 

One of the members 
of the company in the 
first year of 1638 was 
William Cutter, brother 
of Richard Cutter (9th 
Great-Grandfather), who 
later joined the company 
in 1643. William later returned to England, where he settled 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and apparently died without children.  
 
Robert Williams (10th Great-Grandfather; 1594-1693) joined 
the company in 1644. He was “a husbandman of Roxbury in 
1637, and became a freeman on May 2, 1638. He came from 
Norwich, England, ‘and is the common ancestor of the divines, 

civilians, and warriors of this name, who have honored the country of their birth.’  
Among his distinguished descendants are Col. Ephraim Williams, founder of Williams 
College; Rev. Elisha Williams, president of Yale College; William Williams, Governor 
of Connecticut, and a signer of the Declaration of Independence; Col. Joseph Williams of 
Roxbury, and Rev. Eleazar Williams, the ‘lost Bourbon’” (History of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, 1637-1888, by Oliver Roberts, published 
1895). (Unfortunately, it has been discovered that Robert Williams is not our ancestor.)    
 

The French and Indian War 
1754-1763 

 
Four direct line relatives are known to have served in this war, but where and in what 
battles they participated is unknown.    

Above: Seal of the Ancient and Hon-
orable Artillery Company of Massa-
chusetts, established in 1638. Left: 
Portrait of Massachusetts Governor 
John Winthrop, who signed the char-
ter for the artillery company to be es-
tablished.     
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American Revolutionary War 
1775-1783 

 

Bunker Hill 
(Massachusetts) 
June 17, 1775 
 
Capt. Eliphalet Hastings (5th 
Great-Granduncle) fought and 
was wounded; “right arm and 
collar bone shot to pieces.”  
He said he fought in all the 
major battles from 1775-1781.  
 
Lexington Alarm 
(Massachusetts) 
April 19, 1775 
 

Capt. Nehemiah Tinker 
(5th Great-Granduncle) was 
captain of the Connecticut 
Training Band and Mi-
litia. He responded to the 
Lexington Alarm, travel-

ing from Windham, Connecticut, to Boston.   
 
At the Lexington Alarm, Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle) and Captain 
James Warren took their muskets and started for the American camp traveling from 
Vermont to Boston.   
 
Josiah Hastings (6th Great-Granduncle; 1728-1802) “marched on the Alarm of April 19, 1775, 
to Concord and Lexington” and was a guard “until the fourth day after the fight at Concord.”    
 
Thomas Ross (6th Great-Granduncle; 1736-1818) was a corporal from Lancaster in Capt. 
Daniel Robbins’ company that marched on the Alarm of April 19, 1775, to Concord. 
 
Bennington (New York) 
August 16, 1777 
 
Philemon Houghton (5th Great-Granduncle) served in Captain William Greenleaf’s 
company of Colonel Josiah Whitney’s regiment in August 1777, at the Battle of Ben-
nington. 
 
Roger Ross (6th Great-Granduncle) was a private in Captain Josiah Wilder’s company 
of Colonel Nathan Sparhawk’s Massachusetts regiment. He marched to the Bennington 

Alarm of August 21, 1777.  

 

Above left: Minuteman statue in Lexington, Massachusetts; Oc-
tober 2001. Above right: Church overlooking the village green at 
Lexington, where Americans were fired on by British soldiers, 
which led to Concord and the beginning of the Revolutionary 
War in 1775.    
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Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-
Granduncle) was a lieutenant and 
a captain in Captain Warren’s 
Vermont Company in 1782. He 

fought in the Battle of Bennington and was in the guard over the Bennington prisoners.   
 
Saratoga (New York) 
September 19, 1777 and October 
7, 1777; British surrender: Octo-
ber 17, 1777  
 

Roger Ross (6th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1740-1817) marched with Capt. Josiah Wilder’s company of Colonel Nathan Spar-
hawk’s Massachusetts regiment to Saratoga. From September 27, 1777, until October 18, 
1777, Roger participated in the great American victory at Saratoga. The two main battles 
were on September 19 and October 7; and the surrender took place on October 17, 1777.    
 

Savannah (Georgia) 
October 9, 1779 
 
Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) served as an officer and was wounded in this 
battle on October 9, 1779. General Pulaski lost his life in the same attempt to free Savan-
nah from British occupation.       

 

 

Above: Bridge at Concord, Massachusetts, where A-
mericans confronted the British Army in 1775. Right: 
Along this path stood the main line of American 
soldiers at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in 1781. 
Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) served as an 
officer at Guilford Courthouse and was wounded at the 
Battle of Savannah (below) on October 9. 1779.          
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Charleston (South Carolina) 
February 11, 1780-May 12, 1780 
 
Field Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) served as a captain and a major in the “5th Continen-
tal Regiment of South Carolina Line; afterwards removed to the 3rd Continental Regiment.  

At the surrender of Charleston the 
British made him a prisoner. He was 
confined with the other Continental of-
ficers at Had Wells Point, and permitted 
with them to go to Virginia on parole 
in the summer of 1781. He continued 
a prisoner on parole until the peace” 
(statement by Major General Charles 
C. Pinckney on November 27, 1802). 

 
Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) was an officer at the Battle of Charleston, but 
was able to escape before the American Army surrendered. 
 
Guilford Courthouse (North Carolina) 
March 15, 1781 
 
Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) served as an officer in this battle.  

Top left: Savannah Battlefield site.  
Left: Savannah waterfront in 2005 
and late 1800s. Above: Pulaski mon-
ument and grave. General Pulaski was 
killed in the Battle of Savannah and 
became a national hero.       
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Yorktown (Virginia) 
October 6, 1781-October 19, 1781 
 
Benjamin Towler (5th Great-Grandfather) manned a battery at this culminating battle 
of the Revolutionary War. 
 
Fort 96 (South Carolina) 
1783 
 
Brigade Major Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle) was in command of Fort 96 at 
the close of the Revolutionary War in 1783.                    
 

American Civil War 
1861-1865 

 

First Manassas (Virginia)  
July 21, 1861 
 
1st Arkansas Infantry, Co. I. (John J. Bowles, his brother William Andrew Bowles, 
2nd Great-Granduncles, and Ralph P. Phillips, 2nd Great-Granduncle).  
 
4th Virginia Calvary (Lt. Bolman H. Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncle, was killed in this 
battle. The 4th was involved in the some of the most famous battles of the Civil War—
Seven Days Battles, Second Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg, The Wilderness, and Spotsylvania). 
 
Ft. Donelson (Tennessee)  
February 12, 1862-February 16, 1862 
 
12th Arkansas Infantry, Co. D. (Augustus Burnet Smith, 2nd Great-Grandfather).   
 
Goochland Light Artillery (some relatives from Goochland County, Virginia, were 
probably in this regiment).   
 
Island Number 10 (Mississippi River)  
Siege and capture March 15, 1862-April 8, 1862 
 
12th Arkansas Infantry, Co. D. (Augustus Burnet Smith, 2nd Great-Grandfather).  
Augustus joined the 6th Arkansas Infantry after this battle.   
 
Shiloh (Tennessee)  
April 6, 1862-April 7, 1862 
 
1st Arkansas Infantry, Co. I. (John J. Bowles, his brother William Andrew Bowles, 
2nd Great-Granduncles, and Ralph P. Phillips, 2nd Great-Granduncle). 
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6th Arkansas Infantry (Augustus 
Burnet Smith, 2nd Great-Grandfather—
joined the 6th after he escaped cap-
ture on Island Number 10). He prob-

ably joined the regiment after Shiloh. 
 
9th Tennessee Infantry, Co. A. “Dancyville Grays” (Alexander “Sandy” Dancy, 3rd 
Great-Granduncle). 60 soldiers in the 9th were killed or wounded in this battle.    
 
Seven Days Battles; including Malvern Hill (Virginia) 
June 25, 1862-July 1, 1862 
 
15th Virginia Infantry, Co. C. (Tarleton Fleming Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncle). The  
15th lost 1 soldier while another 8 were wounded in these battles. 
 

 

 

 

Above: Arkansas monument at Shi-
loh Battlefield in Tennessee; 2003. The 
1st Arkansas Infantry regiment, with 
at least three 2nd Great-Granduncles, 
fought in this fierce battle and leads 
the list of regiments on this monu-
ment. Top left: Union reinforcements 
here at Pickford’s Landing saved the 
North from certain defeat at Shiloh. 
Middle left: The 1st Arkansas Infantry 
fought on this field at Shiloh. Left: 
Another Shiloh field of battle; July 
2004.              
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Antietam (Maryland) 
September 17, 1862 
 
15th Virginia Infantry, Co. C. (Tarleton Flem-
ing Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncle). The 15th lost 
59% of the 128 engaged in this battle.    
 
Perryville (Kentucky)  
October 8, 1862   
 
6th Arkansas Infantry (Augustus Burnet Smith, 2nd Great-Grandfather).  
 
9th Tennessee Infantry, Co. A. Dancyville Grays (Sandy Dancy, 3rd Great-Grand-
uncle, was killed in this battle. 158 soldiers of the 9th were killed or wounded). 
  
Stones River (Tennessee)  
December 30-31, 1862 and January 1-3, 1863   
 
1st Arkansas Infantry, Co. I. (John J. Bowles, his brother William Andrew Bowles, 
2nd Great-Granduncles, and Ralph P. Phillips, 2nd Great-Granduncle). Corps—Hardee. 
Line of command at this battle: Brigade—Polk, Division—Cleburne, Corps—Hardee. 
 

 

Above: Malvern Hill, home built by Thomas Cocke 
(8th Great-Grandfather) in 1667. Watercolor by 
Robert Sneden in Images from the Storm, page 96. 
The last battle of the Seven Days was fought here 
on July 1, 1862. The house was used as a hospital 
and Union soldiers were buried near the mansion. 
Right: Burnside Bridge at Antietam Battlefield, 
2004. Tarleton Fleming Bowles (2nd Great-Grand-
uncle) fought in this battle in 1862.          
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6th Arkansas Infantry (Augustus 
Burnet Smith, 2nd Great-Grandfather).  
The Arkansas 6th and 7th Arkansas 
Infantry had been combined previous 
to this battle.   
 
9th Tennessee Infantry, Co. A. 
Dancyville Grays (perhaps cou-
sins remained in this company. 
Sandy Dancy, 3rd Great-Granduncle, 
had died at the Battle of Perryville). The 9th lost 10% of the 412 engaged.  
 
11th Tennessee Infantry Co. A. (Isaac Franklin Anderson, 2nd Great-Granduncle, 
drowned crossing the Tennessee River). When Isaac died is unknown, so he may or 
may not have been in this battle. The 11th had 8 killed and 64 wounded or missing in 
this battle. 
 
Ft. Donelson II (Tennessee)  
February 5, 1863   

 

 

This page: Stones River Battlefield; 
July 2004. Above: Near this path 
and across this field (top right) the 
Arkansas 1st Infantry Regiment 
fought on December 30, 1862. Mid-
dle right: View of a major part of 
the battlefield.   
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10th Tennessee Calvary (William E. Massey, 2nd Great-Grandfather, was wounded 
[shot in three places], captured and later exchanged in May 1863).  
 
Vicksburg Campaign and Siege (Mississippi) 
March 29, 1863-July 4, 1863 
 
Battle of Big Black River, May 17, 1863  
 
12th Battalion of Arkansas Sharp-
shooters, Co. A. (William Henry Lay, 
2nd Great-Granduncle). The 12th was 
outnumbered 100 to 1. 
 

Port Hudson (Louisiana) 
Siege May 24, 1863-July 9, 1863 
 
18th Arkansas Infantry, Co. F. (George 
Whitfield Morgan, 2nd Great-Grandfather; 
Nelson Morgan, 2nd Great-Granduncle; 
William Henry Lay, 2nd Great-Granduncle, 
transferred to 12th Battalion Arkansas 
Sharpshooters, Co. A). The 18th Arkansas 
Infantry, decimated by disease in 1861 
and/or 1862, was consolidated with 
the 14th and 23rd Arkansas Infantry. 
 
12th Arkansas Infantry was also 
present at Port Hudson, but Augustus 
Burnet Smith had apparently trans-
ferred to the Arkansas 6th Infantry after 
the fall of Island Number Ten.   
 

Chickamauga (Georgia)  
September 19-20, 1863   
 
1st Arkansas Infantry, Co. I. (John 
J. Bowles, his brother William Andrew 
Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncles, and 
Ralph P. Phillips, 2nd Great-Granduncle). 
The 1st lost 45% of the 430 engaged in this battle. The 1st was consolidated with the 
15th Arkansas Infantry after the great losses at Chickamauga. 
 
6th Arkansas Infantry (Augustus Burnet Smith, 2nd Great Grandfather). The 6th also 
included the 7th Arkansas Infantry.   
 
10th Tennessee Cavalry, Co. C. (originally called Napier’s Battalion) (William E. 
Massey, 2nd Great-Grandfather). It is not known if William Massey joined his old 
company after being exchanged in May 1863.  

Top: Union line at the Battle of Chickamauga.  
Above: Place in the Union line at Chickamauga 
where the Confederates broke through, which 
led to their victory. This was the most terrible 
battle for the Arkansas 1st Infantry. It lost 45% 
of the 430 men engaged. So great were its losses 
that the 1st was combined with the 15th Arkansas 
Infantry for the rest of the war.   
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9th Tennessee Infantry, Co. A. Dancyville Grays. The 9th had been combined with the 
Tennessee 6th Infantry. The 9th/6th Tennessee Infantry lost 58% of the 335 engaged. 
 
11th Tennessee Infantry Co. A. (Isaac Franklin Anderson, 2nd Great-Granduncle, 
drowned crossing the Tennessee River). The 11th had 8 killed and 44 wounded or missing 
in this battle. 
 

Chattanooga Siege and Battles 
(Tennessee)  
September 24, 1863-November 25, 1863 
 
(Including the battles of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge) 
 
All of the Confederate units listed in the Battle of Chickamauga were involved in these 
battles, i.e. 1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th Tennessee Inf-
antry, 11th Tennessee Infantry, and 10th Tennessee Cavalry. 
 
Mark’s Mill (Arkansas) 
April 25, 1864 
 
37th Arkansas Infantry (Capt. William J. Bowles, 2nd Great Grandfather). 
 
18th Arkansas Infantry, Co. F. (George Whitfield Morgan, 2nd Great-Grandfather; 
Nelson Morgan, 2nd Great-Granduncle). The 18th had been consolidated with the 14th 
and 23rd Arkansas Infantry. George and Nelson Morgan had been paroled after the 
surrender of Port Hudson so they were probably not in this fight. 

 

This page: Battle of Jenkin’s Ferry monu-
ment and nearby Sabine River in Arkansas. 
Thomas Holland Bowles (2nd Great-Grand-
uncle), and certainly, William Jackson Bow-
les (2nd Great-Grandfather), fought in this 
battle in 1864.          
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Jenkins’ Ferry (Arkansas) 
April 30, 1864 
 
37th Arkansas Infantry (Capt. 
William J. Bowles, 2nd Great 
Grandfather). 
 

18th Arkansas Infantry, Co. F. 
(George Whitfield Morgan, 2nd 
Great-Grandfather; Nelson Morgan, 
2nd Great-Granduncle). The 18th 
had been consolidated with the 
14th and 23rd Arkansas Infantry.  
George and Nelson Morgan had 
been paroled after the surrender 
of Port Hudson so they were prob 
-ably not in this fight. 
 
3rd Missouri Cavalry, Co. I. 
(Thomas Holland Bowles, 2nd 
Great-Granduncle, corporal). The 
3rd lost 6 men while another 31 
were wounded. 
 
Atlanta Campaign (Georgia) 
May 1, 1864-September 8, 1864   
 

(Including battles of Resaca 
(May 14-15); Dallas, New Hope 
Church and Allatoona Hills 
(May 25-June 5); Kennesaw 
Mountain (June 27); Siege 
of Atlanta (July 22-August 
25) and Jonesboro (August 31-
September 1, 1864).   

 

Top left: Area of battle line defended by the Arkansas 
1st Infantry at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain on 
June 27, 1864. Above: Map showing Union (blue) and 
Confederate (red) battle lines. The 1st was part of 
Cleburne’s brigade. Right: The Famed Truce on 
Cheatham Hill by Alfred R. Waud. “After each Union 
assault hundreds of casualties were left between the 
lines. By afternoon, wounded Union soldiers lying 
helpless near here faced a new danger: flames, started 
by the battle’s gunfire, crept steadily toward them. Lt. 
Col. William P. Martin, commanding the 1st & 15th 
Consolidated Arkansas Regiment, jumped onto the 
earthworks and ordered his Confederates to cease-
fire. Waving a white flag of truce, Martin shouted to 
the Federals, ‘Come and remove your wounded. They 
are burning to death.’ For a brief time, Northerners 
and Southerners alike rescued the wounded and put out 
the fires. The next day Union officers presented Colonel 
Martin with a pair of Colt revolvers in appreciation of 
his humanitarian act” (National Park Service).           
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All of the Confederate units listed in the Battle of Chickamauga were involved in these 
battles, i.e. 1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th Tennessee 
Infantry, 11th Tennessee Infantry, and 10th Tennessee Cavalry. 
 
Drewry’s Bluff and Cold Harbor 
(Virginia) 
May 31, 1864-June 3, 1864 
 

 
15th Virginia Infantry, Co. C. (Tarleton Flem-
ing Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncle).    
 
Franklin (Tennessee)  
November 30, 1864  
 
All of the Confederate units listed in the Battle of Chickamauga were involved in the 
Battles of Franklin: i.e. 1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th 
Tennessee Infantry, 11th Tennessee Infantry, and 10th Tennessee Cavalry. 
 
Nashville (Tennessee)  
December 15 and 16, 1864 
 
All of the Confederate units listed in the Battle of Chickamauga were involved in the 
Battles of Nashville: i.e. 1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th 
Tennessee Infantry, 11th Tennessee Infantry, and 10th Tennessee Cavalry. 

 

 

Above: Bullet holes can still be seen in 
the buildings on the Carter plantation 
in Franklin, Tennessee. Top left: View 
of the town of Franklin from a nearby 
hill. Left: Carter plantation where 
some of the most severe fighting took 
place. About a thousand feet from this 
site General Cleburne, beloved Gen-
eral of the 1st Arkansas, was killed 
charging the Union ramparts. The 
Battle of Franklin was a terrible and 
costly defeat for the South.           
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Petersburg (Virginia)  
June 15, 1864-April 1, 1865 
 

15th Virginia Infantry, Co. C. 
(Tarleton Fleming Bowles, 2nd Great-
Granduncle).   
 

Battle of Bentonville (North 
Carolina)  
March 19, 1865-March 21, 1865  
 
All of the Confederate units listed 
in the Battle of Chickamauga were 
involved in the Battle of Bentonville 
(except the 10th Tennessee Cavalry): 
i.e. 1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th 
Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th Ten-

nessee Infantry, and 11th Tennessee Infantry.  
 
Appomattox (Virginia) 
April 9, 1865 
 
15th Virginia Infantry, Co. C. (Tarleton Fleming Bowles, 2nd Great-Granduncle).   
 
Surrender of Johnston and His Army (Durham, North Carolina)  
April 26, 1865 
 
1st Arkansas Infantry, 6th/7th Arkansas Infantry, 9th/6th Tennessee Infantry (40 men 
surrendered), and 11th Tennessee Infantry, which had been consolidated with the 29th 
Tennessee Infantry.   
 
Sources: A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, by Frederick H. Dyer and Units 
of the Confederate States Army, by Joseph H. Crute, Jr. 

Above: William Andrew Bowles, and Ralph P. Phil-
lips (2nd Great-Granduncles) fought with the 1st Ar-
kansas Infantry Regiment in the final Confederate 
offensive of the Civil War at Bentonville, North Car-
olina, March 19-21, 1865.  
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Top left: Rebecca Martin kneeling next to 
the military cross of Walter Hall (son of Eliz-
abeth Lay, 2nd Great-Grandaunt) in Saint-
Mihiel Cemetery, France; August 2010. Wal-
ter died on September 14, 1918. Lower left: 
American soldiers at Saint-Mihiel. Above: 
Map of battle plan for the Saint-Mihiel Of-
fensive. Below: James Graham, 1st Marquis 
of Montrose, who led the army that invaded 
Aberdeen, causing the death of Thomas and 
Andrew Burnett in 1644.    

First World War 
1914-1918 

 
Battle of Saint-Mihiel (France) 
September 12, 1918-September 16, 1918 
 
314th Engineer Regiment, 89th Division, U. 
S. Army (Private George Walter Hall, son 
of Elizabeth Lay, 2nd Great-Grandaunt).  
 

 
Walter Hall was killed during the third day 
of the Battle of St. Mihiel on September 14, 1918. He is buried in Saint-Mihiel American 
Cemetery in Thiaucourt, France (Plot B, Row 15, Grave 11). The battle was a huge 
success for the American Army with a loss of “only” 7,000 men.  
 

Battles in Scotland 
 
Battle of Justicemill (Aberdeen)  
September 13, 1644 
 
Thomas Burnett (8th Great-Grandfather) and his brother, 
Andrew Burnett (8th Great-Granduncle), Burgesses of Aber-
deen, were killed in the Battle of Justicemill. They had joined 
the local militia in resisting the demands for their surrender 
from James Graham, 1st Marquis of Montrose. But “the hastily 
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assembled militia was no match for the veteran Irish army and the battle was soon over. 
The retreat turned into a rout and the triumphant Royalist Army killed 160 as they over-  
 

took the fleeing Covenanters…For three days they plundered Aberdeen.” Thomas and 
Andrew were buried in the Kirk of St. Nicholas in downtown Aberdeen under a mag-
nificent grave slab (see above). 
 

Battle of Harlaw (Inverurie) 
July 24, 1411 
 
Robert Bernard (Burnett) (15th Great-Grandfather), who may have been Deputy Sheriff    

Above: Grave slab of Thomas Burnett (8th Great-Grandfather) and his brother, Andrew Bur-
nett in the Kirk of St. Nicholas in downtown Aberdeen, Scotland; August 2010. Both were Bur-
gesses of Aberdeen and both were killed in the Battle of Justicemill by the invading Army of the 
Marquis of Montrose in 1644. The inscription reads, “HEIR LYES THOMAS AND ANDROV / 
BVRNET BROTHERS BVR / GES…DEPARTED THIS / LYF 13 SEPTr 1644.” Also buried 
here is Alexander Burnett (died in 1685; son of Thomas) and his wife Agnes Moir (died in 1686).   
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of Kincardineshire, probably fought at the Battle of Harlaw “in one of the bloodiest and 
most savage encounters in Scottish history.” The invading army of possibly 10,000 was 

set on taking Aberdeen, but about 2,000 
defenders, with many knights, stopped their 

advance. 900 “Highlanders” (Gaelic speaking Gaels) and 500 “Lowlanders” (English speaking 
Gaels) fell the first day. It was a victory for the defenders as the invaders retreated the next day. 
 

Top left; Battlefield of Harlaw, located 
immediately northwest of Inverurie, 
Scotland. Above: Tall monument erect-
ed in 1911 on the five hundredth anni-
versary of the Battle of Harlaw. It is 
certain that Robert Bernard (Burnett) 
(15th Great-Grandfather) fought in this 
battle to defend Aberdeen from an in-
vading army of Highlanders in 1411. 
His immediate neighbor, Sir Alexander 
Irvine of Drum, was killed in the battle. 
It was noted as one of the “bloodiest and 
most savage encounters in Scottish his-
tory.” Left: Well-preserved grave slab 
of Gilbert de Greenlaw, who was killed 
fighting in the Battle of Harlaw. It is 
located in the ruins of Kinkell church, 
which is situated on the River Don two 
miles south of Inverurie. The tombstone 
shows the kind of armor that the 
knights wore who fought at Harlaw.   
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Addition to Family Military History 
 

The amount of new family information is increasing each year, largely through the 
Internet. Much of the information in this addition has come from Find a Grave and 
Southern Pension Records. Relatives are presented in alphabetical order by surname 
and a few are repeated here because of new or expanded information.   
 
“Timothy Bigelow (son of Elizabeth 
Whitney, 6th Great-Grandaunt) or-
ganized and commanded the com-
pany of minute men which marched  
from Worchester on the alarm at Lex-
ington, April 19, 1775, and on the or-
ganization of the army at Cambridge 
was appointed major in the regiment 
of which Jonathan Ward was colonel. 

He took confined nearly a year, when 
he was paroled and afterward exchang-
ed, and was soon in active service as 
Lieut. Colonel. February 8, 1777, he 
received a commission as colonel, and 
was appointed to the command of the 
15th Massachusetts regiment in the 
Continental army then forming prin-
cipally of men from Worcester County. 
On the completion of the regimental 
organization, he marched with his 
command to join the northern army 
under Gen. Schuyler, arriving in season to assist in the capture of Burgoyne by Gen. 
Gates at Saratoga. He was also in service in Rhode Island, Verplanck’s Point, Robinson’s 
Farms, New Jersey, Peekskill, Monmouth, Valley Forge, West Point, and Yorktown. At 
the close of the war he was stationed for a time at West Point, and afterward assigned to 
the command of the arsenal at Springfield. On relinquishing his military duties, he re-
turned to Worcester and engaged in his old occupation as a blacksmith. In 1780, he with 

Above: Signature of Timothy Bigelow 
(son of Elizabeth Whitney, 6th Great-
Grandaunt, and her husband, Daniel 
Bigelow) in 1776. Colonel Bigelow 
commanded the 15th Massachusetts 
regiment in the Continental Army. He 
served at Saratoga, Monmouth, Valley 
Forge, West Point and Yorktown. 
Right: Monument erected in 1861 to 
Colonel Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790) 
in Worcester Common in downtown 
Worcester, Massachusetts; 2011.  
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others obtained a grant of 23,040 acres of land in Vermont, upon which he founded 
a town, giving it the name of Montpelier, now the capital of the state. He is described as 
having been a man of fine personal appearance, tall (6’ 2”) and erect, and possessed of a 
martial bearing. He married Anna Andrews, July 7, 1762. In 1861 the remains of Col. 
Bigelow were exhumed, incased in a metallic casket and place in a receptacle beneath the 
base of the monument (located on the Worcester common) erected by his great-grandson, 
Col. Timothy Bigelow Lawrence, of Boston” (Some of the Descendants of John and 
Elinor Whitney, by William Whitney, published 1890).    
 
Major Bigelow wrote to his wife, Anna, while with General Arnold on his trek to Que-
bec: “October 26, 1775. On that part of the Kennybeck called the Dead River, 95 miles 
above Norridgewock. Dear wife. I am at this time well, but in a dangerous situation, as is 
the whole detachment of the Continental Army with me. We are in a wilderness nearly 
100 miles from any inhabitants, either French or English, and about five days provisions 
on an average on the whole. We are this day sending back the most feeble and some that 
are sick. If the French are our enemies it will go hard for us, for we have no retreat left. 
In that case there will be no alternative between sword and famine. May God in his 
infinite mercy protect you, my more than ever dear wife, and my dear children. Adieu, 
and ever believe me to be your affectionate husband, Timo Bigelow.”  
   
It was on this expedition that Major Bigelow was ordered to the top of the mountain  
near Chaudière Pond, and the headwaters of the Kennebec River, in search of recon-
naissance information on the city of Quebec. He is said to be the first white man to climb 
the mountain and it has been named Mt. Bigelow ever since.  
 
He soon wrote another letter to his wife: “Chaudier Pond. Oct. 28, 1775. Dear Anna, I 
very much regret my writing my last letter to you, the contents were so gloomy. It is 
true our provisions are short (only five pints of flour to a man and no meat) but we have 
this minute received news that the inhabitants of Canada are all friendly, and very much 
rejoiced at our coming, and a very small number of troops in Quebec. We have had a 
very fatiguing march of it, but I hope it will soon be over. The express is waiting; 
therefore must conclude. I am dear wife, with unlimited affection, your faithful hus-
band. Timo. Bigelow.”              
 
After the war Timothy returned to Worcester where “he found his once impressive 
business and financial status grievously depreciated. Soldiers were paid in Continental 
paper money. Post-war time was hard and this currency no longer held its value. The 
cost of necessities had risen 3,340 percent over pre-war prices. With his can-do spirit he 
set about rebuilding his blacksmith and innkeeper business. But with necessities like 
shoes costing $40 a pair and the American dollar had not yet been adopted, one could 
only trade with credit. The brawn required of the blacksmith trade had been stripped of 
Timothy by too many years of poor nutrition during the war. He was a shell of the 
man he once was, he faltered, and his business failed. His creditors mounted and he 
found himself so deep in debt, he could not see a way out.” 
 
He was sent to the Worcester debtor’s prison where he died on March 31, 1790, at  
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the age of 51. “The friend and fellow patriot to whom he had given aid in saving his 
printing press, Isaac Thomas, placed only a single line in the Massachusetts Spy news-
paper, reporting Timothy’s death.”   
 
Revolutionary War Pension Application of Zachariah Bowles, Fourth 
Great-Granduncle: 
 
“Pension Application of Zachariah Bowles (4th Great-Granduncle), S39201. Transcribed 
and annotated by C. Leon Harris. Revised 20 Dec 2011.” 
 
“Virginia to wit; This day [30 Mar 1819] personally appeared before me William 
Brockenbrough one of the judges of the General Court & as such Judge of the 
Superior Court of law for Henrico county in the said state, Zachariah Bowles, who 
made the following Declaration on oath, in order to obtain the pension allowed by the 
Act of Congress of March 1818.”  
 
“The said Zachariah Bowles being first sworn, declares that he is now in the 65th year of 
his age, & is a Resident of Hanover County, Virg’a; that he enlisted in the 19th of 
January 1777, at Allen’s creek church in Hanover county with Capt John Dandridge, of 
the regiment of Artillery raised for the Continental service, & which was commanded by 
Colo. Harrison; that he continued to serve as a Soldier in the said regiment, from the day 
of his enlistment until January 1780, the full space of three years, except five days; that 
he was then discharged at Morris Town [Morristown] in New Jersey, by Genl. Knox, but 
his discharge is lost; that he was engaged in the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse [28 Jun 
1778]; and that he is in very reduced & indigent circumstances, & stands in need of the 
Assistance of his Country for support. And that he has now no other evidence of his 
services.” 
 
[“One Thomas Bowles made a supporting declaration.”] 
 
“In Hanover County Court, August 23d 1820. District of Virginia SS.” 
 
“On this twenty third day of August 1820, personally appeared in open court, being a 
court of record for the County of Hanover Zachariah Bowles aged Sixty Six years, a 
resident in Hanover County in said district, who being first duly sworn, according to law, 
doth, on his oath declare, that he served in the revolutionary war as follows: In the first 
Virginia Artillery Regt on the Continental line in the Revolutionary War commanded by 
Coll Charles Harrison in Capt. Samuel Eddings Company and that the date of his original 
declaration is dated the 26th day of February 1819 and the Number of his Pension 
Certificate is 14397 and I do solemnly swear that I was a resident citizen of the United 
States on the 18th day of March, 1818; and that I have not, since that time, by gift, sale, 
or in any manner, disposed of my property, or any part thereof, with intent thereby so to 
diminish it as to bring myself within the provisions of an act of Congress, entitled “An act 
to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States, 
in the Revolutionary war,” passed on the 18th day of March 1818; and that I have not, 
nor has any person in trust for me, any property, or securities, contracts, or debts, due to 
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Above: Map of the Battle of Monmouth. Zachariah Bowles (4th 
Great-Granduncle), Col. Timothy Bigelow (son of 6th Great-
Grandaunt), Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle), and Redmond 
Smith (4th Great-Granduncle) fought here in 1778.   

me; nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed, 
and by me subscribed. That he has forty acres of Land with a small house, One Mule two 
Cowes one Calf and one hog. that he is a farmer but Old age has rendered him unable to 
Labour. that he has a wife 50 years old and three sons resides with him one 24 years of 
age but owing to sickness he is unable to support himself one 22 years of age and one 17 
years of age the two latter his family depends on for Support and that he stands in Nead 
of the assistance of his Country for Support.” 
 
“Zachariah his X mark Bowles” 
 
(Entire pension record of Zachariah Bowles is from Southern Campaign American 
Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters, Internet.)  
 

Battle of Monmouth 
 

“The Battle of Monmouth was an American Revolutionary War  battle fought on June 
28, 1778, in Monmouth County, New Jersey. The Continental Army under General 

George Washington attack-
ed the rear of the British 
Army column commanded 
by Lieutenant General 
Sir Henry Clinton as they 
left Monmouth Court 
House (modern Freehold 
Borough). It is sometimes 
known as the Battle of 
Monmouth Courthouse.” 

“Unsteady handling of lead 
Continental elements by 
Major General Charles 
Lee had allowed British 
rearguard commander 
Lieutenant General Char-
les Cornwallis to seize 
the initiative but Wash-
ington's timely arrival 

on the battlefield rallied the Americans along a hilltop hedgerow. Sensing the oppor-
tunity to smash the Continentals, Cornwallis pressed his attack and captured the hedgerow 
in stifling heat. Washington consolidated his troops in a new line on heights behind marshy 
ground, used his artillery to fix the British in their positions, then brought up a four gun 
battery under Major General Nathanael Greene on nearby Combs Hill to enfilade the British 
line, requiring Cornwallis to withdraw. Finally, Washington tried to hit the exhausted 
British rear guard on both flanks, but darkness forced the end of the engagement. Both 
armies held the field, but the British commanding General Clinton withdrew undetected 
at midnight to resume his army's march to New York City.” 
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Above: John Wesley Elder (1819-1902; son 
of Mary Towler Elder, 4th Great-Grandaunt), 
was wounded in the Battle of Shiloh in April 
1862. Later, he became the most prominent 
man in Trenton, Tennessee, where his com-
panies employed over 160 workers.  

“While Cornwallis protected the main British column from any further American attack, 
Washington had fought his opponent to a standstill after a pitched and prolonged 
engagement; the first time that Washington's army had achieved such a result. The battle 
demonstrated the growing effectiveness of the Continental Army after its six month 
encampment at Valley Forge, where constant drilling under officers such as Major 
General Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben and Major General Gilbert du Motier, Marquis 
de Lafayette greatly improved army discipline and morale. The battle improved the 
military reputations of Washington, Lafayette and Anthony Wayne, but ended the career 
of Charles Lee, who would face court martial at Englishtown for his failures on the day.” 
(The Battle of Monmouth, Wikipedia.)  
 

John Wesley Elder (1819-1902; son of Mary Towley Elder, 4th Great-Grandaunt). “When 
the Civil War came, John Wesley Elder 
felt it was his patriotic duty to volunteer in 
the defense of the Confederate cause. He 
enlisted as member of Col. Hill’s 47th Ten-
nessee regiment. At the Battle of Shiloh in 
April 1862, Mr. Elder was badly wounded 
by a Minnie ball, which made a permanent 
indentation in his head ‘as deep as an 
acorn cup.’” 

 
“As a result of the war, Mr. Elder lost his 
negroes and most of his property. This 
probably included the inventory that the 
Elder brothers had in their merchant-
dizing business. As a result, Mr. Elder 
went to Cincinnati in September 1865 
to work for Duncan, Ford & Company, 
wholesale grocers. He worked as an em-
ployee of this firm for the remainder of 
1856 and 1866. He received a salary at 
first of $200 a month, but his was raised 
to $5,000 a year. On January 1, 1867, he 
was admitted as a member of the firm, which changed its name to Duncan, Ford and 
Elder. Mr. Elder remained with this wholesale grocery firm until December 31, 1878, 
traveling for his firm in the South, but making his home in Trenton.”   
 
“In June 1879 Mr. Elder, together with Horace M. Elder (his nephew) and others, es-
tablished the Gibson County Bank.”  
 
Pension Applications of Field and Thomas Farrar, Fifth Great-Granduncles  
 
“Pension application, LWt70-300 fn26SC, of Field Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle). 
Transcribed by Will Graves on January 1, 2009.”  
 
“Know all men by these presents that whereas Captain Field Farrar of the State of South 
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Carolina was entitled for certain services to Military bounty lands from the Govern-
ment of the United States in the Whereas the said Captain Field Farrar died Intestate 
and I Thomas Farrar of the Pendleton district and State of South Carolina being 

his sole Heir at Law. Now know the that I the said Thomas Farrar have made constituted 
and appointed and by these presents do make constitute and appoint Thomas T. Tucker 
Treasurer of the United States my true and lawful attorney for me and in my name to take 
out and received a warrant or warrants and to sign seal and deliver such deeds or 
Instruments of Writing as shall be sufficient to convey and disposed of my right and Title 
to said warrants or bounty lands Giving and by these presents Granting on to the said 
Thomas T. Tucker my full power and authority to do or cause to be done all and every act 
and acts thing and things as shall be requisite and needful to be done in the Premises in as 
full and ample manner as if I myself was personally at the doing the same.”  
 
“In witness whereof I the said Thomas Farrar have hereunto put my hand and seal the 
14th day of May in the year of our Lord 1803.”  
 
“Signed / Joseph Taylor Signed / Thomas Farrar Signed / Saml Cherry”  
 
“Whereas Colonel Thomas Farrar has made the necessary applications to secure the 
Bounty land in the Northwestern Territory which his Deceased Brother Field Farrar a 
Captain in the Continental Army in the late revolutionary War was entitled to, and 
whereas Colonel Farrar has received letters informing him that his Brother's Claim is 

Above: Original discharge certificate written entirely by Capt. Field Farrar (5th Great-
Granduncle) in 1781. It reads: “This is to certify that Benjamin Alexander / a Private in my 
Company is entitled to his / Discharge having finished that time for which he was / Invested 
and is entitled to his Pay from the / first of February 1780 – Given under my hand / this 26th 
July 1781 / Field Farrar Capt. / 3rd Regt So Carolina / Line” This is the only know document 
in the handwriting of Field Farrar and his only known signature. Benjamin Alexander later 
received a pension (S10320).        
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registered upon that application and that it is necessary that he should stand in 
Vouchers sufficient to make him the Heir or Representative of his Deceased Brother 
in order to obtain the Warrant for said Land, he has therefore called upon us the 

subscribers to Certify 
as far as we knew the 
legality of his Claim 
to his Brother's Boun-
ty land. We therefore 
say  tha t  we  have  
known Colonel Farrar 
ever since the year 
1776 And that  he 
served in one of the 
Independent Com-
panies in this State 
which were enlisted 
for 3 years or during 
the war and entered 
the Militia alternat-
ively to the close of 
the War and that we 
also knew his Brother 

Field Farrar occasionally who served in the Continental Army. We further saith that from 
the year 1776 to this time we know of no other Representative or air but the present 
applicant and his Children and we believe from Common report that Captain Field Farrar 
died without issue--2nd of August 1803.” 
 
“Signed / Andw Pickens [Andrew Pickens] Signed / 
Samuel Earle Signed / John Henderson Signed / John 
Haile Signed / Geoll Earle Signed / Obadiah Trimmier 
Signed / Wm Townes [William Townes] Signed / Robert 
Anderson Signed / James Jordan [?] Signed / Jas Smith”  
 
“South Carolina Pendleton District; Before me the 
subscribing Justice Personally Robert Looney a Citizen 
of the District aforesaid and being sworn on the Holy 
Bible, Saith, that he has been acquainted with Captain 
Fields Farrar from the year 1774 until a few years of his 
death, and that he served with him in the Campaign of 
1775 under General Richardson, the said campaign being well known by the name of the 
Snow Camps in South Carolina, that he knew him after that in the Continental Army until 
the General Peace, and from that time till his marriage with Ms. Hart [could by "Holt"] 
and from that time occasionally till near the time of his Death (as above mentioned) 
which took place in Augusta in the State of Georgia about the year 1796 and that he is 
very certain Captain Farrar died without Lawful Issue, and from common Report died 
Intestate—and further saith that he has been acquainted with the present applicant 

Above: Close-up of Field Farrar’s signature on discharge certificate 
dated 26th July 1781. Below: General Andrew Pickens, a famous 
Revolutionary War soldier, signed the bounty land application 
for Thomas Farrar to acquire the land his deceased brother was 
entitled to.   
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Colonel Thomas Farrar ever since the year 1774, at which time, he, this deponent, 
enlisted in the State Service in the first Independent Company as an armorer for 

3 years, or during the war, 
in which company the said 
Thomas Farrar was then 
Lieutenant, and from the 

year 1780, at which time 
the Company was captured 

by the British Army at Fort Rutledge, and from that time to this has lived near to and 
known the present Colonel Thomas Farrar and that from the first acquaintance with 
him he was always the Reputed Brother of the said Captain Field Farrar that they 

Left: Letter written and 
signed by Thomas Farrar 
(5th Great-Granduncle): 
“Columbia-Nov. 29th 1802- 
Judge Gremke having wrote 
you / on my account as put-
ting my Brother’s / Bounty 
land in the northwest ter-
ritory / and that initating a 
certificate from Genl. / Pin-
kens. I beg leave to mention 
to you that / I have also  sinks 
Duplicate by me Rutledge / 
for fear of accidents-I Shall 
be extremely / obliged by 
you if you will honor me 
with / a letter on the Sub-
ject. What Channel have / 
to gone at the land and what 
vouching / will be for me to 
lend on / him at law of my 
Brother  as  he  le f t  no  /  
Children nor is there any 
other person – / State but 
my Self and my Children. If 
you will do me this favour -- / 
you please to direct the 
letter to Pendleton / Court 
house, as I suppose there 
will not be / time for a letter 
to reach me here before / 
the Legisature meets–I 
take the liberty / to ask 
those favours of you on ac-
count / of a Small acquaint-
ance/ with you over at 96 
Court where I was Sheriff 
of that District—I have the 
honor Sir to / be your most 
obt Servant. [signed] Thomas 
Farrar”            
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passed as such and were Generally considered so and from there Great personal Resem-
blance there could be no doubt of that fact, and this Deponent further saith that he in all 
the time above mentioned, never knew of any other Relation or heir but the present 
Colonel Farrar and his Children and has no doubt on his mind but that he is the lawful 
heir of his Brother Captain Field Farrar Deceased.” 
 
“Sworn to and subscribed to be-
fore made this 5th September 1803.”  
 
“Signed / Robert Looney Signed / 
Obadiah Trimmier, QU”  
 
“South Carolina Pendleton District; 
John Looney a Citizen of the State 
and District aforesaid Personally 
came before me the Subscribing 
Justice and being duly sworn as 
the law directs, Saith, that he 
has been acquainted with Captain 
Field Farrar from the Campaign of 
1775 known by the name of the 
Snow Camps in the back parts 
of the State aforesaid, and after 
that, he knew him in the Conti-
nental Army, and from that time 
Occasionally till within a few 
years of his Death, and that he is 
certain he died without Lawful 
Issue, and from Common Report 
Intestate. This deponent further 
saith that he known Colonel Thomas 
Farrar ever since the year 1777 at 
which Time this deponent Enlisted 
in the Regular Service for 3 years, 
or during the war, that the said 
Thomas Farrar was a Lieutenant in 
the Company which this deponent 
Enlisted in, that he Served under 
the aforesaid Thomas Farrar till the 9th day of October 1779 at which time he got 
wounded at the Battle of Savannah and became a cripple, that he has known and lived 
near the said Thomas Farrar for a number of years that he was always the Reput-
ed Brother of the aforesaid Captain Field Farrar and that this deponent has no doubt of 
him the aforesaid Thomas Farrar being the Brother and Lawful heir of the aforesaid 
Captain Field Farrar and in all the time this deponent has known them, he never knew or 
heard of any other Relation, or, heir, but the aforesaid Colonel Thomas Farrar and he is 
Children.”  

Top: Gravestone of Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Grand-
uncle) in McCaleb Cold Springs Cemetery in Clai-
borne County, Mississippi.  
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“Sworn and Subscribed to before me this 8th day of August 1803 Signed / Obadiah 
Trimmier, QU Signed / Jno. Looney” 
  
“Captain Field Farrar was an officer in the 5th Continental Regiment of the South 
Carolina Line, & was afterwards removed to the 3rd. He was made Prisoner by the 
British at the surrender of Charleston in the year 1780 & confined with the other Cont-
inental officers then captured at Haddrell's Point, & with them permitted to go to Virginia 
on parole in the summer of 1781. He continued a Prisoner on parole till the Peace.” 
  
“Signed / Charles Cotesworth Pinckney late Major General; Nov. 26th 1802.” 
 
“The 5th Regiment was commanded by Colonel Isaac Huger, & the 3rd Regiment was 
commanded by Colonel William Thompson. I have known Colonel Thomas Farrar, and 
his Brother Captain Field Farrar since the year 1776, until the decease of Captain Farrar a 
few years back, I am very confident he died intestate in without lawful issue, and I have 
no doubt from my knowledge of the family, of Colonel Thomas Farrar being the legal 
representative of his deceased Brother.” 
 
“2nd Aug. 1803 Signed / B. Earle [could be ‘J. B. Earle’”]  
 
(Entire pension record of Field Farrar is from Southern Campaign American Rev-
olution Pension Statements & Rosters; Internet.)  
 
“Application, R3449 fn35SC, of Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle). Transcribed by 
Will Graves January 1, 2009; revised June 9, 2011.”  
 
[fn p. 3] “Copy/Extracts from the Colonel of the Senate [South Carolina] for 1793. Read 
the petition of John Bowie, Samuel Earle, Richard Tutt and Thomas Farrar presented by 
General Pinckney praying That the Honorable House would be pleased to grant the 
petitioners there commutation which they severally think themselves entitled to under a 
resolution of the Legislature of this State they being the only officers remaining of the 
3 Independent Companies of Infantry raised in this State during the late War—Ordered 
that the petition be referred to a Committee—And a Committee was appointed 
accordingly, viz., General Pinckney, Captain Wilson–Colonel Brandon, General 
Pinckney from the Committee to whom was referred the Petition of John Bowie, Thomas 
Farrar and others late officers of the Independent Companies of this State praying 
provision to be made for their commutation presented the following Report—That they 
have taken into consideration the case of the petitioners and find the following facts 
supported by the requisite vouchers to wit, That on the 25th day of February 1776 the 
said John Bowie was Commissioned as a Captain in the 10th Regiment of this State & 
that the said Thomas Farrar & others were appointed & commissioned as Lieutenants in 
the same Regiment and as such were entitled under the resolve of Congress to the 
Commutation of their pay. That on this 7th day of February 1777 the said officers with 
their men were detached from the Continental Establishment under a resolve of the 
Legislature of this State and on the express condition that the said officers should be to all 
intents & purposes on the same footing as the Continental officers as to pay, rations,  
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clothing &c. That they were made Independent Companies subject nevertheless to all the 
rules & articles of war & expressly declared to be under the Commander in Chief of this 
State—that in consequence of their being so detached they could not claim their 
commutation for their half pay during life from Congress your Committee are therefore 
of opinion that as the petitioners were detached from the Continental establishment by an 
express resolution of this State and on the express stipulation that they should be on the 
same footing in the above mentioned particulars as the officers on the Continental 
Establishment this State is bound both in Law & Equity to make immediate provision for 
the payment of that claim which your committee conceive they have on the justice of this 
State. Your Committee consider this as a liquidated claim to all intents & purposes and in 
as much as their pay is ascertained by law & a commutation for the same being equally 
certain does not require the intervention of an auditor to settle the same and of course that 
it is not on the footing of open accounts which are barred by they Act of Limitation. That 
the State of health of the first named of your petitioners was the cause of this application 
being made so relate as appears to your Committee by satisfactory evidence.”  
 
“The report was negatived on account of Statute of Lim.” [Limitations?] 
 
[fn p. 4] (copy) “Thomas Farrar of the State of South Carolina formally an officer in the 
first Independent Company Commanded by Captain Benjamin Tutt do hereby certify & 
am ready to be qualified to give requisite that Thomas Holmes the present applicant for 
his bounty land or some remuneration for the same never applied to me for a Certificate 
& that the said Holmes resided either in the Cherokee Nation or in the State of Georgia, I 
being the only officer then in existence authorized to give certificates to those who made 
applications and I gave to all that I knew you had served faithfully but Holmes never 
made any application nor never asked for a pension till he got so old & infirm that he was 
past labor & very much afflicted with the palsy which is the cause of his coming forward 
now for the remuneration of his bounty land which I know to be just and as it is a small 
boon he ought to have it—he is now in the 78th year of his age & of course is not very 
long for this world. Given under my hand this 12th of November 1825.” 
  
“Signature / Thomas Farrar”  
 
[fn pp 7-8] (copy) “To the Honorable the Speaker & Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of South Carolina. The humble petition of Thomas Farrar 
respectfully sheweth that your petitioner was shortly after the commencement of the war 
which resulted in the establishment of the independence of these United States appointed 
an officer in one of the Regiments raised by South Carolina on the Continental 
establishment and continued to discharge the duties of an officer in the said Regiment for 
some time when it was thought expedient by the Legislative authority of the State to 
detach two companies from the said Regiment and make them independent Companies 
and employ them on the North Western frontier as a protection against the neighboring 
Indians and other enemies of the Country in that quarter. The Companies then 
commanded by Captain John Bowie & Captain Tutt [Benjamin Tutt] were accordingly 
detached & in the latter Company your petitioner was a 2nd Lieutenant. On detaching 
these Companies the State of South Carolina placed itself to the Officers of them that 
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they should be entitled to receive from the State all the pay, rations, emoluments 
& privileges of the officers of the Continental establishment. One of these emoluments 
was that the said Officers should receive after the termination of the war & having served 
during the same half pay for life which was afterwards commuted to full pay for 5 years. 
Your petitioner further states that he served faithfully until the conclusion of the war 
relying with confidence on the play aged faith of the State expected to receive his 
commutation, but in this expectation he has hitherto been disappointed, in 
consequence as he is instructed of the passage of an act or resolution of the Legislature 
limiting the time until which such claim should be received and the resentment of this 
claim after that period. This circumstance unfortunate to your petitioner arose from the 
sickness of Captain Bowie to whom the resentment of the claim was confided & who in 
consequence of his said indisposition was not able to arrive in Columbia until a few days 
after the time limited as before mentioned. Your petitioner further states that 
notwithstanding the limitation already mentioned the petition of this petitioner & the 
other officers was presented to both Houses of the Legislature and reports from the 
Committees of each House obtained declaring the justice of the claim & recommending 
the payment thereof. Yet the Report was negatived for the reasons already stated. Your 
petitioner further beg leave to state that this claim would not now again be presented, but 
for the Circumstance that the door has since been generously opened to the admission of 
revolutionary Claims. In the decline of his life & pressed by straitened circumstances 
your petitioner finally anticipates from this House a generous attention to a claim which 
he hopes will appear too just to be denied. Your petitioner in conclusion I would barely 
remark that by suffering himself to be detached from his Regiment he gave up his 
opportunity of a rise thereby sacrificing at the shrine of patriotism the first best wish of a 
soldier. Your petitioner submits the subjoined account as the amount which he is fairly 
entitled to receive. And he will ever pray.” 
  
“(Signed) Thomas Farrar”  
 
“The State of South Carolina. To Thomas Farrar Dr 1782 May to my commutation of full 
pay for 1783 12 May 5 years at 5 shillings per day $1952.75. Int. on that sum until this 
date 683.20. Total: $2635.95”  
 
[fn p. 9] [“petition of Thomas W. Farrar as agent and attorney at law for Thomas Farrar 
relating to the above claim. This is dated 1818.”]  
 
[fn p. 11] “State of Mississippi Claiborne County. Personally came & appeared before 
the undersigned Clerk of the Circuit Court in & for the County & State aforesaid Mrs. 
Lucinda J. Hankinson, who being sworn according to law, deposes and says, that she is 
the daughter of Major or Colonel Thomas Farrar. That her father Thomas Farrar was born 
in Virginia on the first of October A.D. 1754, married Mrs. Margaret Prince in South 
Carolina on the 7th of October A.D. 1777, that her father Mr. Farrar aforesaid died 24th 
of August 1833 at "Cold Springs" the residence of David McCaleb Esquire in Claiborne 
County & State aforesaid. That her mother died at the same place in the fall of 1831, 
some 18 or 20 months prior to her father's death. That this affiant's maiden name was 
Lucinda J Farrar and this affiant does hereby constitute, her only surviving Sister her 
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agent to collect and retain for her own benefit any portion of said Major Thomas Farrar's 
property this affiant has fallen & may fall entitled to, to wit her Sister Mrs. Laura H. 
Bruce, wife of John Bruce Esquire of Pendleton County South Carolina.”  
 
“Sworn to and acknowledged on this 23rd day of February A.D. 1857.” 
 
“Witness Signature / Dan McDougall, Clk Signature / Lucinda J. Hankinson”  
 
[fn p. 14] “State of South Carolina District of Anderson On this 20th day of March in the 
year of our Lord 1857 personally appeared in Open Court now sitting before me Herbert 
Hammond Judge of the Court of Ordinary in & for said District and which is a Court of 
Record, Mrs. Laura H. Bruce a resident of said District & State who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following Declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832: That she is the daughter 
and one of the heirs at law of her father Major Thomas Farrar deceased who has this 
Deponent has been informed & verily believes entered the service of the United States in 
the Revolutionary war and served as hereinafter stated: That in the year 1777 or 8 the 
Governor of the State commissioned Captains Richard & Benjamin Tutt, Captains 
Samuel Earles, John Bowie & Johue Moore to raise and command in Independent 
Companies under Major Benjamin Huger to guard what was then called the "frontiers" of 
this State embracing the present Districts of Anderson & Pickens & for many years called 
Pendleton District in this State, and that her said father said Thomas Farrar was 
commissioned a Lieutenant in one of said Companies and immediately entered the 
service and continued to serve said capacity until the year 1781 when he was promoted to 
the rank of Brigade Major in the Militia of this State under General Andrew Pickens in 
which capacity he served about 4 months and that the whole period of his service in said 
war was nearly 4 years; That in the year 1818 this state paid her said father his 
Commutation pay as an Officer of said Independent Company called into the service by 
the Governor of this State as aforesaid; her said father continued to live in said District of 
Pendleton now Anderson District in this State, until a few years before his death when he 
removed to Claiborne County in the State of Mississippi where this Declarant’s mother 
died in the fall of the year 1831, and where her said father said Major Thomas Farrar 
continued to reside until his death in the same on the 24th day of August 1833: That he 
left no widow his wife having died as aforesaid, and that his only now living children are 
this Deponent & her Sister Lucinda J. Hankinson a of said County of Claiborne & said 
State of Mississippi. That her father never received any pension from the United States, 
and this declarant hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension except this made hereby. 
Sworn to and subscribed on the day & year first above mentioned.” 
  
“Signature / Laura H. Bruce  Signature / Herbert Hammond”  
 
[fn p. 22. “Certificate dated March 25, 1857 from the South Carolina Comptroller 
General's Office listing indents paid to Thomas Farrar for, among other things, recruiting 
men for the Independent Companies in 1777 and 1778 & Lieutenant in 1779 & 1781; for 
duty as a Major in 1781 & 1782; for duty as a Brigade Major under Brigadier General 
Pickens in 1781 from June 19th to July 20th.”] 
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(Entire pension record of Thomas Farrar is from Southern Campaign American 
Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters, Internet.)  
 
As noted in their pension applications, Field and Thomas Farrar (5th Great-Grand-
uncles) were active participants in the Revolutionary War in the South. In 1775 Field 
Farrar marched to Ninety Six in the Snow Campaign and 
disbanded Loyalist gatherings in South Carolina. In 1780 
he was forced to surrender at Charleston, and as a result, 
was a prisoner on parole until the end of the war. Thomas 
Farrar was in the attack on Savannah in 1779, where he 
was wounded and made “a cripple for life.” This may 
mean that he had a limp for the rest of his life. An account 
of the Snow Campaign, which is not well-known, is pre-
sented herewith.   
 
The Snow Campaign, November-December 1775 
 

“The Snow Campaign was the one of the first major military 
operations of the American Revolutionary War in the south-
ern colonies. An army of up to 3,000 Patriot militia under 
Colonel Richard Richardson marched against Loyalist recruit-
ing centers in South Carolina, flushing them out and frustrat-
ing attempts by the Loyalists to organize. The Patriot exped-
ition became known as the Snow Campaign due to heavy 
snowfall in the later stages of the campaign.” 

“When the American Revolutionary War began in Massachusetts in April 1775, the free 
population of the Province of South Carolina was divided in its reaction. Many English 
coastal residents were either neutral or favored the rebellion, while significant numbers of 
backcountry residents, many of whom were German and Scottish immigrants were 
opposed. Loyalist opposition in the backcountry was dominated by Thomas Fletchall, 
a vocal and active opponent of attempts to resist King and Parliament. By August 
1775 tensions between Patriot and Loyalist in the province had escalated to the point 
where both sides had raised sizable militia forces.”  

“Events were largely nonviolent for some time, although there were isolated instances of 
tarring and feathering, but tensions were high as the sides struggled for control of 
munitions. The Council of Safety in early August sent William Henry Drayton and 
Reverend William Tennent to Ninety Six to rally Patriot support and suppress growing 
Loyalist support in the backcountry. Drayton was able to negotiate a tenuous truce with 
Fletchall in September.”  

“On September 15, Patriot militia seized Fort Johnson, the principal fortification 
overlooking the Charleston harbor. Governor William Campbell dissolved the provincial 
assembly, and fearing for his personal safety, fled to the Royal Navy sloop of war HMS 
Tamar. This left the Patriot-controlled Council of Safety in control of the provincial  

Above: Portrait of Colo-
nel Richard Richardson 
(1704-1780), who was leader 
of the Patriot forces in 
the Snow Campaign. Field 
Farrar (5th Great-Grand-
uncle) served in this, one 
of the earliest campaigns of 
the Revolutionary War.   
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capital. The council began improving and expanding Charleston's coastal defenses, 
eventually resulting in a bloodless exchange of cannon fire between Patriot-controlled 
positions and Royal Navy ships in the harbor on November 11 and 12.”  

“Matters also escalated when the Council of Safety began to organize a large-scale 
response to the seizure by Loyalists in October of a shipment of gunpowder and ammu-
nition intended for the Cherokee. On November 8 the Council of Safety voted to send 
Colonel Richard Richardson, the commander of the Camden militia, to recover the 
shipment and arrest opposition leaders.”  

“While Richardson gathered forces in Charleston, Major Andrew Williamson, who had 
been recruiting Patriots in the backcountry, learned of the gunpowder seizure. He arrived 
at Ninety Six early on November 19 with 560 men. Finding the small town to be not very 
defensible, he established a camp on John Savage's plantation, which was protected by an 
improvised stockade and provided a field of fire for the force's three swivel guns. Loyalist 
recruiting had been more successful: Williamson had learned that Captain Patrick 
Cuningham and Major Joseph Robinson were leading a large Loyalist force (estimated to 
number about 1,900) toward Ninety Six. In a war council that day, the Patriot leaders 
decided against marching out to face the Loyalists. The Loyalists arrived the next day, 
and surrounded the Patriot camp.”  

“The leaders of the two factions were in the midst of negotiating an end to the standoff 
when two Patriot militiamen were seized by Loyalists outside the stockade. This set off a 
gunfight that lasted for about two hours. For two more days the Patriots were besieged, 
during which there were occasional exchanges of gunfire. The siege ended after a parley 
in which the Patriot leaders were allowed to lead their forces out of the encampment in 
exchange for the surrender of their swivel guns, which were later returned. Both sides 
withdrew, the Loyalists across the Saluda River, and the Patriots down toward Charles-
ton.”  

“Colonel Richardson had in the meantime begun his march into the backcountry. By 
November 27 he reached the Congaree River with about 1,000 men. There he paused for 
several days, crossing the river and accumulating more militia companies into his force. 
When he left camp his force numbered about 1,500. By December 2 he had reached the 
Dutch Fork region (between the Saluda and Broad Rivers), gathering an ever-increasing 
number of militia along the way. There he halted at Evan McLauren's house, capturing 
several Loyalist officers in the area. The Loyalist forces, hampered by loss of leadership, 
were shrinking due to desertion. Those that remained organized retreated toward 
Cherokee lands at the headwaters of the Saluda River.”  

“After issuing proclamations calling for the arrest of Loyalist officers and the return of 
the stolen munitions, Richardson resumed the march, his force grown to about 2,500. His 
force, still growing in size, marched toward the Enoree River, chasing down Loyalist 
leaders. On December 12 Richardson reported that his force numbered 3,000, and that he 
had captured Fletchall (who was found hiding in a cave) and several other Loyalist 
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leaders. Fletchall's farm was searched and his private correspondence, including letters 
from Governor Campbell, were found.”  

“At the Enoree Richardson was joined by militia forces under Williamson, as well as 
addition militia from North Carolina led by Colonels Griffith Rutherford and William 
Graham, swelling his force until it numbered between four and five thousand. These 
forces scoured the backcountry, and located a camp of 200 Loyalists on the Reedy River, 
several miles inside Cherokee territory. Richardson sent William Thomson with 1,300 
troops to attack the camp. Thomson and the volunteers surprised the Loyalist camp on 
December 22, taking prisoners and seizing supplies, weapons, and ammunition. Thomson 
was able to control his men and avoid a slaughter: only five or six Loyalists were killed, 
and one of Thomson's men was wounded.”  

“The next day, December 23, it began snowing as the Patriot forces made their way back 
toward the coast. The march home of the Patriot force was difficult because the force was 
unprepared for the weather. Richardson's army was dissolved, and most of the Patriots 
returned home. Richardson took 136 prisoners, who were dispatched to Charleston under 
guard on January 2, 1776.”  

Aftermath 
 

“Governor Campbell continued to live aboard the Tamar, and considered making attacks 
on Fort Johnson after a third warship arrived. Patriot forces, however, were active in 
building up the harbor's defenses, and the British fleet left Charleston in January 1776. 
British forces led by Sir Henry Clinton made an unsuccessful attack on Charleston in 
June 1776; it was the last major British operation in the south until late 1778.” 

“The campaign resulted in the elimination of large-scale Loyalist activity in the back-
country. Most of the prisoners taken were released by the Patriot leadership "as a con-
ciliatory gesture to their backcountry friends". Some Loyalist leaders managed to escape 
capture. Notable among them was Thomas Brown, a South Carolina landowner who fled 
to East Florida. He was a leading force in the guerrilla war on the Georgia-Florida border, 
and his plans for retaking Georgia and eventually South Carolina were implemented by 
the British between 1778 and 1780.” (The Snow Campaign, Wikipedia.) 

Children and Grandchildren of Thomas Farrar, Fifth Great-Granduncle 
 

“Frederick Hillsman Farrar (1812-1896; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was living in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, in 1861, serving as District Judge of Pointe 
Coupee and Concordia Parish. During the early part of the Civil War Frederick served as 
Colonel of Militia organizing troops for the state. After losing two sons in battle and his 
home and property to occupation, Frederick enlisted as a Private in Company K, 
Chalmette Regiment Militia at age fifty, later enlisting in Colonel Isaac Harrison's 3rd 
Cavalry Regiment in Western Louisiana, fighting in the Battle of Mansfield and the Red 
River Campaign.” 
 
Frederick married Mary Isabella Jane Bullock on November 3, 1836, in Natchez, Miss- 
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issippi, and they had three children: Frederick Hillsman Farrar (1837-1863), Thomas 
Prince Farrar (1841-1862), and Martha Isabella Farrar Montgomery (1844-1917). 
 

“Frederick Hillsman Farrar Jr. (1837-1863; grandson 
of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was born in 
Claiborne County, Mississippi, the son of Judge Frederick 
Hillsman Farrar (above) and Mary Isabella Bullock. When 
the Civil War started in 1861 Frederick enlisted as captain 

in Company A (Strawbridge's) 1st Louisiana Infantry. On September 30, 1861, Frederick 
received a promotion to major and again on May 23, 1862, to lt. colonel. Wounded in the 
Battle at Murfreesboro, Tennessee (also known as the Battle of Stones River), on January 
3, 1863, he passed away from the wounds on January 6, 1863.”  
 
“Lieutenant Thomas Farrar (1841-1862; grandson of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Grand-
uncle) was mortally wounded at Port Republic on June 9, 1862, later passing away at 
Greenwood Hospital. Thomas served in the 6th Louisiana Infantry, Company D (Tensas 
Rifles) during the Civil War. He is buried with his brother, Frederick Farrar, Jr., in Nat-
chez City Cemetery.”  
 
Martha Isabella Farrar (1844-1917; granddaughter of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-
Granduncle, and daughter of Frederick Hillsman Farrar, Sr., above) married Robert 
Montgomery on November 3, 1869, and they later moved to Virginia. “Robert Mont-
gomery (1838-1926) was born in Hickman County, Tennessee, the son of John and Jane 
Montgomery. Moving to Louisiana in the late 1850s, Robert was practicing law in East 
Carroll Parish when the Civil War broke out in 1861. Enlisting in the 8th Louisiana 
Infantry Company E (Franklin Sharpshooters), Robert entered the service as a second 
lieutenant, later promoted to first lieutenant, receiving a severe wound at the Battle of  

Above left: Lt. Colonel Frederick Hillsman Farrar, Jr. (1837-1863; Grandson of Thomas Farrar, 
5th Great-Granduncle) died of wounds received in the Battle of Stones River on January 6, 1863. 
Above right: Natchez City Cemetery in Natchez, Mississippi, where Lt. Col. Frederick Hillsman, 
Jr. and his brother, Lieutenant Thomas Farrar (1841-1862), are buried. Lt. Thomas Farrar 
was mortally wounded in the Battle of Port Republic on June 9, 1862.  
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Sharpsburg, also called Antietam. The 8th Infantry was present at the Battles of Bull Run, 
Gettysburg (Cemetery Hill), Front Royal, Fredericksburg, Port Republic, Cold Harbor, 
White Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill, Chantilly, and Harpers 
Ferry. After the war ended Robert returned to Louisiana, 
marrying Martha Isabella Farrar in 1869, and later moving 
the family to Virginia.” Both are buried in Westview Ceme-
tery in Blacksburg, Virginia.  
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (son of Thomas Farrar, 5th 
Great-Granduncle; 1817-1880) was “Captain of Company A, 
14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War. His wife, Emma 
Girault Farrar, was a first cousin of Varina Howell (born 
1826 in Natchez, Mississippi; died 1906), wife of Jefferson 
Davis, President of the Confederacy.” Both are buried in 
Farrar Cemetery in Adams County, Mississippi.  
 
Josiah Hastings (son of Josiah Hastings, 6th Great-Grand-
uncle) served as a “private in Captain Abraham Peirce’s 
(Waltham) company, which marched on the alarm of April 
18, 1775, to Concord and Lexington; service one day; company 
called out by Colonel Thomas Gardner and served as guards 
until Saturday, the fourth day after the fight at Concord; he 
also served in Captain Caleb Brooks’ company of Colonel 
Dike’s regiment; he was on the muster roll for December 
1776-February 1777; enlisted December 16, 1776; regiment raised to serve until March 
1, 1777; also served in Captain Abraham Peirce’s company in Colonel Eleazor Brooks’ 
regiment of guards; service from February 3, 1778, to April 3, 1778, two months, at 
Cambridge” (Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the War of the Revolution, Volume 
7, page 472).    
   
The complete Revolutionary War pension application made by Josiah Hastings in 1835: 
 
“Commonwealth of Massachusetts” 
 
“On this seventeenth day of March in the year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred 
and thirty five personally appeared in open Court before The Honorable Judge of the 
Court of–by and for The County of Middlesex aforesaid now sitting, Josiah Hastings, a 
resident of Weston in the County of Middlesex and Common-wealth of Massachusetts, 
aged seventy five (on The fourth day of April 1832), who being first duly sworn…makes 
the following declaration in order to obtain The benefit of The act of Congress passed 
June 7th, of 1832.”  
 
“That I entered The service of The United States by enlistment and in a Company 
commanded by Captain Caleb Brooks in a Regiment commanded by Col. Dikes, and sent 
from Waltham in this county where I enlisted to Dorchester Hills and to Boston lines, and 
under This enlistment I served three months and was then discharged; while on Duty at 
Boston I was stationed east of what was then called Liberty Tree.”  

Above: Varina Howell 
Davis (1826-1906), wife 
of Jefferson Davis (Pres-
ident of the Confederacy). 
She was first cousin of 
Emma Girault Farrar, 
who married Captain 
Thomas Prince Farrar 
(son of Thomas Farrar, 
5th Great-Granduncle). 
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“I again enlisted in The same Company in the month of December 1776, & went to 
Cambridge & was there stationed & continued in the service under my enlistment for The 
term of two months and a half & was then discharged.” 
 
“I again enlisted into a company 
commanded by Capt Abraham 
Peirce, Col. Eleazor Brooks Reg-
iment of Guards, in The month of 
January 1778 & went to Cam-
bridge & continued in The ser-
vice under Mine enlistment three 
months & was then discharged.” 
 
“When I was station in Weston 
during The first enlistment I re-
member being stationed as cen-
tury at Gen. Heath’s door; & also 
on Boston Common to guard The 
L—a; & also on Beacon Hill to 
guard The Powder House; & also 
near The Boston—to guard some 
warlike stores.” 
 
“When I was at Cambridge I 
remember being taken to the Old 
Court house to be—to help mus-
ter; was Stationed in Col.–Bar-
racks about half a mile below New 
College; & spent part of The time 
on Prospect Hill.”  
     
“I was born in Waltham in the 
County of Middlesex on the 
fourth day of April 1760; a cer-
tificate of The town clerk of 
Waltham where The same is re-
corded is herewith produced.” 
 
“I lived in said Waltham at The 
several times of my enlistments 
for before stated; & have lived in 
said Waltham & the Town of 
Weston, where I now reside, ever 
since the Revolutionary War.” 
 
“I enlisted into the service at The times aforesaid voluntarily.” 

Above: Facsimile of original Revolutionary War ap-
plication for pension made by Josiah Hastings (born 
1760; son of Josiah Hastings, 6th Great-Granduncle) 
on March 17, 1835, in Middlesex County, Massachusetts.    
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Above: Last section of Revolutionary War application 
for pension made by Josiah Hastings. Below: General 
Jedediah Huntington (Cousin; 1743-1818), who was 
noted as a “Revolutionary War hero.”  

“I never received any certificate of discharge, is my recollection.” 
 

“I am known to The Hon. Artimus 
Ward (son of General Ward) now 
Judge of The Court of Common – 
also to The–Joseph Field, min-
ister of Weston, & also to Isaac 
Forke, Sr. Minister of the Court 
of Probate for The County of 
Middlesex.” 
 
“I hereby relinquish every claim 
whatever to a Pension or annuity 
except The present and That my 
name is not in The Pension roll of 
any State.” 
 
[signed] “Josiah Hastings”       
 
General Jedediah Huntington 
(Cousin; 1743-1818) was a “Rev-
olutionary War hero.” 

  
William Massey (possible 
5th Great-Grandfather, 1743-
1841) was born in Brunswick 
County, Virginia, in 1743 and 

died in Lancaster County, South Carolina, on March 21, 1841.“The Honorable William 
Massey served as member of the Second Continental Congress.” (South Carolina 
Gazette, Number 2041, September 1775.)  
 
“He moved to Lancaster County, South Carolina, just prior 
to the Revolutionary War, with an original land grant from 
King George of England. Beginning in 1777, he held the 
rank of Deputy Quarter Master General of South Caro-
lina in the Revolutionary War and Lt. Colonel in the Cont-
inental Establishment.” (South Carolina Historical Mag-
azine, Volume 8, page 789; Virginia Magazine of History, 
Volume 261, page 163.) References to William Massey 
can be found in Ramsey’s History of South Carolina. He 
was in the Siege of Charleston in 1780, and when it fell to 
the British he became a prisoner of war.   
  
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was the son of James Massey 
(possible 5th Great-Granduncle) and Elizabeth Rives (possible 5th Great-Grandmother). 
He was born in November 1763 in Brunswick County, Virginia, and died in 1836 in 



Family Military History 
 

3781

Above: Military monuments of William Massey (possible 5th Great- 
Grandfather; 1743-1841), who served as a lt. colonel in the Revolution-
ary War, and his brother’s son, Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1763-1836), that he raised as his own, in the Massey-Cureton Family 
Cemetery in Lancaster County, South Carolina. William was in the Siege 
of Charleston in 1780, and Henry was in many battles, including Rocky 
Mount, Hanging Rock, Blackstock’s Plantation, and Eutaw Springs. 
Below: Signature of Henry Massey Sen. (possible 5th Great-Granduncle) 
on his pension application dated February 5, 1834.   

Lancaster County, South Carolina. His father died suddenly in 1763 before he was born.
James made a death bed will on July 23, 1763, and left all of his property to his father-in-
law, George Rives (6th Great-Grandfather). His father’s brother, William Massey
(possible 5th Great-Grandfather), married his mother and raised Henry as his own child. 

In William’s will
he was referred to 
as his oldest son.
 
“In a sketch of the 
Waxhaws in Lan-
caster County, 
South Carolina, 
mention is made
of Henry Massey
and Andrew Jack-
son. As boys aged
12 to 14, both 
took part in an en-
gagement with the 
British at the Wax-
haws when that
village was ran-
sacked by the
British. The boys 
shouldered arms
and took an active 
part in the battle
or skirmish of the 
Waxhaws. Andrew
Jackson, who be-
came president of 
the U. S., was for-

ever a friend of Henry Massey.” 
 
“Henry was a private in the Rev-
olutionary War in the infantry and 
cavalry at a very young age in 1780. 
He entered on the pension list 
(#18103) 5 Feb 1834 at age 72.” 

 
“Henry was a private in the Revolutionary War in the Infantry and cavalry at a very
young age in 1780. He entered on the pension list (#18103) 5 Feb 1834 at age 72.” 
 
Pension application of Henry Massey (S18103 fn32SC). Transcribed by Will Graves on
June 6, 2009.  
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Above: Military monument of Benjamin Mas-
sey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1775-1846). 
He was a captain in the War of 1812. Ben-
jamin’s brother, Henry Massey, served under 
General Thomas Sumter (left) in some of his 
Revolutionary War battles.   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some
instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the hand-
writing of the original scribes often lends 
itself to varying interpretations. Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks 
in the original.]  
 
“State of North Carolina Mecklenburg 
County. On this 30th day of August 
1832 personally appeared before the 
Justices of the Court of pleas & Quarter 
Sessions for the County & State before 
named, now sitting, Henry Massey, aged 
70 years who being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make 
the following declaration, in order to ob-
tain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed June 7th 1832.”  
 
“I was born in Brunswick County State of 
Virginia, my parents with me, removed 
into the State of South Carolina 1774. I 

entered the ser-
vice of the United 
[States] as a Sub-
stitute in place of 
Drewry Cook I be-
lieve under Cap-
tain William Simp-
son in Colonel Mar-
shall's Regiment, the 
day & year not 
recollected & marched near Stono remained about one month

in the service & was discharged a few days before the Battle there [June 20, 1779]. I then 
turned out a volunteer under Captain Robert Crawford & joined General Sumpter [sic,
Thomas Sumter] in the Indian Land South Carolina, marched to Waxhaw from thence to
Rocky Mount [July 30, 1780] &there was in a battle from thence to the Hanging Rock
[August 6, 1780] was in the Battle there, returned home sick—was at this time about 2
months in the Army I remained for some time at home, I then went as a volunteer under
Captain Dranon [sic, John Drennan] joined General Sumpter at the fish Dam Ford
[November 8, 1780] Broad River the same evening had there a Battle I then returned
home stayed one day turned out again under Colonel Henry Hampton joined General
Sumpter near Broad River marched to Tyger River & there had a battle General Sumpter 
there got wounded [Battle of Blackstock's Plantation occurred on November 20, 1780] &
the next day we were all dismissed. I then turned out a volunteer under Colonel Frederick
Kimball marched on to join General Marion where at the High Hills of his Santee enlisted 
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for one year under James Theus Lieutenant Joined Colonel Maham Regiment of Cavalry, 
this was July before the Battle at Eutaw Springs [September 8, 1781] we marched down
near Cooper River was in several little engagements I served a four-year at this time &
was discharged I believe at Murry's ferry Santee River. I then returned home to Waxhaw
Creek where I then resided & remained there till about the year 1800. I then removed into
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina where I have resided ever since—I served in the
whole as near as I can recollect 15 or 16 months. I have no documentary evidence
believing it not necessary to keep my discharges so long, I hereby relinquish every claim
whatever to a pension or annuity except the present—my name is not on the pension Roll 
of the agency of any State.”  
 
“Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. Signature / Henry Massey Senr.”  
 
“[William J. Alexander, Joseph McCannaughey & David Kerr gave the standard sup-
porting affidavit.]” 
 
“State of South Carolina Lancaster District: On this 20th day of November 1833 per-
sonally appeared before Hon. Josiah J. Evans Judge of the Court of common pleas now
sitting, Henry Massey aged 71 years, who being first duly sworn, doth in open court
makes the following amendments to his declaration, made August 30th 1832 in order to
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, which said declaration
has been returned by the war department as informal and defective.”  
 
“First: He entered the service of the United States, first, as a substitute for Drury Cook,
and Captain Simpson's company, which was under the command, as he believes of
Major or Colonel Marshall he cannot recollect the year when he joined the company but
recollects he was discharged just before the battle at Stono, which was near Jackson-
borough SC he served as a substitute one month.”  
 
“Second: He volunteered under Captain Crawford & served 2 months.” 
 
“Third: He volunteered under Captain Drennan & served 2 weeks.” 
  
“Fourth: He volunteered under Captain Colonel Henry Hampton & served 10 weeks. For
the particulars of this service he refers to his declaration.”  
 
“Fifth: He enlisted under Lieutenant James Theus for one year, which time he served out
& received his discharge from Colonel Maham.”  
 
“Sixth: He has served in all 16 months & was not during the different periods he served
named above, engaged in any civil pursuit.”  
 
“Interrogatories propounded by the Honorable Judge & answered by the declarant as
follows: 1st Where and in what year were you born? Ans: He was born in the year 1763,
in the State of Virginia, in the County then called Brunswick now called Greensville. 2nd
Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? Ans: He once had a record of his
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age in his father's Bible, but it is now lost or destroyed. 3rd Where were you living when
called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where do you
now live? Ans: He was living in the Waxhaws settlement South Carolina, in what is now
called Lancaster District. He lived in Lancaster District, South Carolina until about 35 or
40 years ago when he moved to Mecklenburg County where he now resides. 4th How
were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? Ans: He first went as a substitute for Drury
Cook—afterwards volunteered. 5th State the names of some of the regular officers who
were with the troops when you served, such Continental and militia regiments as you can
recollect and the general circumstances of your service. Ans: He names General Green
[sic, Nathanael Greene] as a Regular officer under whom he served for a short time—he 
names Colonel Maham's Regiment in which he also served—he names also Colonel
Horry—General Marion. This service was one of great hardship, fatigue & difficulty &
was confined chiefly to the lower part of the State of South Carolina, which is at all times,
warm & unhealthy when he served as a substitute he marched from Waxhaws which is in
a few miles of the North Carolina line, through the State of South Carolina & crossed
Ashley River about 10 miles from Charleston & joined General Lincoln's Army near
Stono, when he volunteered under Captain Crawford, he secured the Country through
what is now called Lancaster District where he volunteered under Captain Drennan he
secured the County from Lancaster to Broad River, where at the Fish Dam Ford which
he believes is in Chester District SC he joined Sumpter's Army—he then went on to
Tyger River where they [had] a battle in which he took part. When he was under General
Marion he secured the Country principally between Charleston & Georgetown—this part 
of the service was of particular hardship—the soldiers were exposed not only to the
attacks of superior force, but were compelled to lie in swamps & shriek [sic, ?] from
place to place. 6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom
was it given and what has become of it? An: He received a discharge from the service
from Colonel Maham, for the last 12 months he served—it was returned to the
office at Charleston when he drew an indent of his service. 7th State the names of
persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify
as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the
revolution. Ans: He refers to Mr. J. Alexander, Joseph McCannaughey, and David Kerr.” 
 
“The declarant further states that he served in embodied corps called into service by
competent authority—he served always as a private. The reason why he makes this
amendment in Lancaster District is that the Court is now sitting at that place & he is
desirous that his claim should be acted upon as soon as possible. The following evidence
of his service is produced—Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written.”  
 
“Signed / Beckham, Clk Signed / Henry Massey Senr.”  
  
“State of South Carolina Lancaster District: Joseph Gaston Esquire (W23089) states that
he is acquainted with Henry Massey & knew him during the Revolutionary War—That
he first became acquainted with him about the time of the battle at Rocky Mount, which
was on the 31st day of July 1780 & is well satisfied that Mr. Massey was in that battle
with him--& that he was also in the battles of Hanging Rock & Blackstock's—the battle
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Right: Andrew Broadus Nuckols (father-in-
law of Maria Cordelia Bowles, 1848-1883, 
Great-Grandaunt) in his Civil War uniform. 
He enlisted in Company G of the 4th Virginia 
Calvary on May 9, 1861, and was discharged 
on August 8, 1862 (John Jackson Bowles, 
Great-Granduncle, also served in the 4th 
Virginia Calvary, beginning in 1864). On his 
military record, he is described as being 45 
years old, with dark complexion, grey eyes and 
dark hair. He was 5’ 10” tall. Photograph 
courtesy of family members of Andrew Bowles 
Nuckols. Andrew fought in the First Battle of 
Manassas (Bull Run) on July 21, 1862.    

year. He has also known him ever since the war and is satisfied that his statements are
entitled to full credit. Sworn to and subscribed the day & year above written. Signature /
S. Beckham, Clerk Signature / Joseph Gaston.”  
 
Entire pension record of Henry Massey 
from Southern Campaign American Revo-
lution Pension Statements. 
 
Joseph Massey Jr. (4th Great-Granduncle; 

1773-1836). “During the war of 1812, Joseph Massey was appointed to drill and form
companies of men for the war.”  
 
Andrew Broadus Nuckols (father-in-law of Maria Cordelia Bowles, 1848-1883, Great-
Grandaunt) in his Confederate uniform. He enlisted in Company G of the 4th Vir-
ginia Calvary on May 9, 1861, and was discharged on August 8, 1862. (John Jackson
Bowles, Great-Granduncle, also served in the 4th Virginia Calvary, beginning in 1864.) 
On his military record, he is described as being 45 years old, with dark complexion, grey
eyes and dark hair. He was 5’ 10” tall. Andrew fought in the First Battle of Manassas 
(Bull Run) on July 21, 1862. Photograph courtesy of family members of Andrew Bowles
Nuckols.     
 
Pension Application of Moses Parish, Fifth Great-Granduncle: 
  
“Pension Application of Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle), S38286. Transcribed
and annotated by C. Leon Harris.” 
 
“Commonwealth of Virginia, Mecklenburg County. On this 20 day of July 1818 before 
us, sitting as Justices of the County Court of Mecklenburg, personally appeared Moses
Parish aged 76 years resident in the said County and State, who being first duly sworn
according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the
provision made by the late act of Congress entitled ‘an act to provide for certain persons
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war.’ That 
he the said Moses Parish enlisted in Halifax County in the State of Virginia in the company
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Top: Mark of Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; born in 1742) on his Revolutionary War 
pension application dated July 20, 1818. Above: Section of Moses’ application where it states that 
he served “in the Company commanded by Capt. Nath’l Cocke of the 7th Virginia Reg’t. 
That he continued to serve in the said corps for nearly four years, when he was discharged 
from service in Alexandria; that he was in the Battles of Brandywine [September 11, 1777] and 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778].” 

commanded by Capt Nath’l Cocke [Nathaniel Cocke] of the 7th Virginia Reg’t. That he
continued to serve in the said corps for nearly four years, when he was discharged from 
service in Alexandria; that he was in the Battles of Brandywine [11 Sep 1777] and
Mounmouth [sic: Monmouth, 
N.J., 28 June 1778]; and that 
he is in reduced circum-
stances, and stands in need of 
the assistance of his Country 
for support; and that he has 
no other evidence now in his 
power of his said services.”  
 
“State of Virginia, Mecklenburg 

County; September 26th 1819. We Jones Gee, Richard H Walker, Benjamin Whitehead
Coleman & John Hutchison, Justices of the peace for the County afsd do hereby certify
that Moses Parish personally appeared & in addition to his former deposition & states on
oath, that according to the best of his recollection he enlisted in the month of March 1776
& that he was discharged in the month of February 1780 & that he served under the
follow Colonels to the best of his recollection, Colonel Crockett, Colonel Nelson, who
was afterwards governor of Virginia as he believes [see endnote] & Col. [William] Heth,
who had but one eye – the given name to each of the above Colonels he does not recollect 
& now transmit the same to secretary of the War department, District of Virginia, 
Mecklenburg County.”  
 
“On this 17th day of July 1820 personally appeared in open Court, being a Court of
Record for the said County, Moses Parish aged 77 years, resident of said County, who
being first duly sworn according to law doth, on his oath, declare that he served in the
revolutionary war as follows: that he enlisted in March 1776 in Halifax County (Virginia)
with Capt. Nath’l. Cocke of the 7th. Va. Reg’t. and was at the Battles of Brandywine
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Above: George Washington’s headquarters at the 
Battle of Brandywine in 1777. Right: Artist rendition 
of American soldiers at the Battle of Brandywine. 
(Wikipedia.) Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle) 
fought in this battle with the 7th Virginia Regiment.    

& Monmouth Court House and served likewise under Cols. Nelson and Heath: that he 
has been placed on the Pension list by the act of the 18th of March [certificate] No. 15, 344.”
 

“And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident 
Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of 
March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift sale or in any manner disposed of
my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself 
within the provisions of an act of Congress entitled ‘an act to provide for certain person
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary War’
passed on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not nor has any person in trust for
me any property or securities contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other
than what is contained in the Schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed.” 
 
“Schedule of Property: 1 Cow & Calf $10–0; 10 head of Hogs 20–0; 17 Head of
Sheep 16–00; [Total:] 46–00.” 
 
“Moses his X mark Parish” 
 
“That the said Parish has only one in family his Wife aged 80 years infirm and nearly
blind.” 
 
“NOTE: William Nelson was Lt. Colonel in the 7th Virginia Regiment. Col. Thomas 
the Nelson was elected Governor of Virginia on 12 June 1781.”  
 
(Entire pension record of Moses Parish is from Southern Campaign American Revolution 
Pension Statements & Rosters, Internet.)  
 
As noted in his pension application, Moses Parish participated in two major battles of the 
Revolutionary War, the Battles of Brandywine and Monmouth. The Battle of Brandy-
wine is summarized below.  
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Above: Map of Brandywine Battlefield, showing how the British 
flanked Washington’s Army. Elements of General Nathaniel 
Green’s division held off the British long enough to allow the 
American army to escape.   

The Battle of Brandywine, September 11, 1777 
 

“The Battle of Brandywine, also known as the Battle of Brandywine Creek, was fought 
between the American Army of Major General George Washington and the British-

Hessian Army of Gen-
eral Sir William Howe
on September 11, 1777.
The British defeated the
Americans and forced
them to withdraw toward
the rebel capital of Phil-
adelphia. The engage-
men t  occu r r ed  nea r
Chadds  F o rd ,  Penn-
sylvania, during Howe's
campaign to take Phil-
adelphia.” 

“Howe's army sailed
from New York City
and landed near Elkton, 
Maryland in northern
Chesapeake Bay. March-
ing north, the British-
Hessian army brushed
aside American light
forces in a few skir-
mishes. Washington of-
fered batt le with his
army pos t ed  behind

Brandywine Creek. While part of his army demonstrated in front of Chadds Ford,
Howe took the bulk of his troops on a long march that crossed the Brandywine beyond
Washington's right flank. Due to poor scouting, the Americans did not detect Howe's
column until it reached a position in rear of their right flank. Belatedly, three divisions
were shifted to block the British-Hessian flanking force near a Quaker meeting house.” 
 

“After a stiff fight, Howe's wing broke through the newly-formed American right wing 
which was deployed on several hills. At this point Lieutenant General Wilhelm von 
Knyphausen attacked Chadds Ford and crumpled the American left wing. As Washing-
ton's army streamed away in retreat, he brought up elements of Nathaniel Greene's
division which held off Howe's column long enough for his army to escape to the north-
east. The defeat and subsequent maneuvers left Philadelphia vulnerable. The British
captured the city on September 26, beginning an occupation that would last until June
1778.” (The Battle of Brandywine, Wikipedia.)  

 

William James “Bud” Phillips (1846-1864; son of John B. Phillips, 3rd Great-Grand-
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uncle), was wounded in the Battle of Poison Springs (Arkansas) during the Civil War. He
was taken home to his parents where he died two weeks later of typhoid fever. He was 
only eighteen years old. He 
was raised in a very close 
family and their grief was 
savvier.  
  

The Battle of Poison Springs 
was fought on April 18, 1864, 
in Ouachita County, Arkan-
sas, not far from the home 
of William “Bud” Phillips in 
Dallas County, Arkansas. 
 

“Dwindling supplies for his 
army at Camden, Arkansas 
forced Union Army Major 
General Frederick Steele to 
send out a foraging party to 
gather corn that the Con-
federates had stored about 
twenty miles up the Prairie 
D’Ane-Camden Road on 
White Oak Creek. The party 
loaded the corn into wagons, 
and on April 18, Col. James 
M. Williams started his re-
turn to Camden. Brig. Gen-
eral John S. Marmaduke’ and 
Brig. General Samuel B. 
Maxey’s Confederate forces 
arrived at Lee Plantation, 
about fifteen miles from 
Camden, where they engaged 
Williams.” 
 

“The Confederates eventually 
attacked Williams in the front 
and rear, forcing him to retreat north into a march where his men regrouped and then fell 
back to Camden. The Union lost 198 wagons and all the corn. Estimated casualties were
301 for Williams and 114 for the Confederates.” (Wikipedia.) 1,100 Union soldiers and
3,600 Confederate soldiers were engaged in the fight. It was an important victory for the
Confederate Army and forced General Steele to eventually return to his base in Little
Rock. Today the site is commemorated as the Poison Springs State Park.  
 

Top: Gravestone of William Phillips (son of John B. Phillips, 
3rd Great-Granduncle) in Hunter’s Chapel Cemetery in 
Dallas County, Arkansas. William was wounded in the 
nearby Battle of Poison Springs on April 18, 1864, and died 
two weeks later. The Phillips were a close, sensitive family 
and William’s death must have been devastating. Above: 
Arkansas historical marker at Poison Springs.   
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Pension Application of Redmond Smith, Fourth Great-Granduncle 
 
“Pension Application of Redmond Smith, W8742 (4th Great-Granduncle). Transcribed 
and annotated by C. Leon Harris.” (Punctuation has been added.) 

“State of Kentucky Fleming County. 
On this 3 day of September 1832 
personally appeared in open court 
before William P. Roper, Judge of 
the Fleming circuit court now sitting, 
Redman Smith a resident of the 
County of Fleming, State of Kentucky, 
aged seventy two years, who being 
first duly sworn according to law, 
doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of an act of congress passed 
June the 7th 1832. That he entered 
the service of the United States 
under the following named officers and served as herein stated (to wit That he enlisted in 
August 1777 at Richmond, Virginia, for the term of six months under Capt. Cooley, 

during which 
t ime  by  the  
permission of 
his officers he 

turned out as a volunteer for one month, served two weeks at Williamsburg and the other 
two weeks at little york under Capt. Bowls, Gen’l. [Thomas] Nelson commanded; he 
then returned to Richmond and served out the remainder of his six months, discharged by 
Captain Cooley at Richmond, Virginia, which is sent [not found]. In March 1778 he 
volunteered in Henrico County, Virginia, for one year under Thomas Williamson– 
Samuel Seldin Lieut. [probably Samuel Selden], was marched to headquarters at Valey 

Above: Original signature of Redmond Smith (4th Great-Granduncle; born January 13, 1760; 
died December 3, 1842) on his Revolutionary War application for a pension in Fleming County, 
Kentucky, September 3, 1832. Below: Mark of Hannah Hamlett Smith (wife of Redmond 
Smith; she was born in 1767; married January 13, 1786, in Lunenburg County, Virginia). 
Signature of William H. Smith (only child of Redmond and Hannah Smith; born in 1787) on 
his mother’s widow’s pension application, March 27, 1843. Line from Redmond’s pension 
application where he declared that he fought in the Battle of Monmouth.   
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forge [sic: Valley Forge PA]; Left that place the 13th of March 1778, joined the Virginia 
Regiment. Gen’l. Mulenburg [sic: Peter Muhlenberg] commanded the brigade, Richard 
Parker Col. of the Regiment, Wm. Ball [William Ball] Major, and Lewis Capt.; on the 
28th of June was in the Battle of Monmouth; was in a detachment of 1,000 men who had 
a skirmish with the British at Valentine’s Hill near new York, was delivered by Morgan, 
dismissed the 15th March 1779 by Col. Richard Parker at Bondbrook [sic: Bound Brook 
NJ], discharged August 1781. Served a tower of one month under Samuel Marshall, Col. 
Hofler commanded the Regiment; was borned in Essex County, state of Virginia, come 
from there to this County in 1819 and have remained here ever since. Has no docu-
mentary evidence or knows of no person by whom he can prove his services. He hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 
that his name is not on the pension roll of any state. Sworn to and subscribed this day and 
date first above mentioned.” 
 
[signed] “Redmond Smith” 
 
Kate Tinker (daughter of Charles Tinker, 3rd Great-Granduncle) married Thomas A. 
Russell, of Curryville, “who was born in Lynn County, Missouri, September 28, 1846. 
When he was quite young his parents moved to Pike County, Missouri, where he was 
reared and educated, attending a school at Louisiana. At the breaking out of the 
Rebellion, though hardly yet in his teens, he enlisted in the defense of the stars and 
stripes, on the 25th day of March, 1862, in Company C, Third Missouri Cavalry, with 
which he participated in many hard-fought battles. After three years service with honor to 
himself and his country, being discharged on the 25th day of March, 1865. He cast his 
first vote for President Lincoln when he was only eighteen years of age, and has voted for 
the Republican ticket ever since. After the war he went to Scott County, Illinois, where he 
remained for several years, being appointed deputy sheriff of that county in 1868, which 
office he held until 1870. After that he went to Keokuk, Iowa, where he engaged in the 
manufacture of tobacco for several years, with marked success.”  
 
“Walter H. Tinker of Bowling Green, Missouri. This gentleman was born in Pike 
County, Missouri, May 31, 1838, and is a son of Edwin B. (3rd Great-Granduncle) and 
Elizabeth Tinker. Our subject was reared and educated in Bowling Green. In 1858 he 
began to learn the carpenter’s trade, which occupation he followed until the breaking out 
of the rebellion, when he entered the state service, and the following September he was 
wounded by the accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of Amos Crossman, who was 
cleaning it. The ball struck our subject in the leg and split, and glancing, killed Leut. 
Martin and wounded Thomas Hunter, so that he died from the effects in a short time, and 
wounded Mr. T. so that his leg had to be amputated four inches below the right knee. 
This disabled him for further duty, although he remained in the service until his time 
expired. After receiving his discharge he attended school for a time, and then went into 
the mercantile business at Louisiana, which he followed about one year, and then 
obtained a position in the recorder’s office. One year after that he engaged with two half-
brothers in the livery business at Bowling Green, where he met with good success, after 
which he turned his attention to farming, purchasing the farm containing 187 acres 
known as the Ralph Tinker farm (grandfather of our subject); here he lived in bachelor 
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quarters for about eight years. He was married April 19, 1882, to Miss Lizzie Riggs, of 
Pike County.”  
 
Samuel was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. He served as a private in Captain 
White’s Vermont Company in 1781. He must have also served as an officer because later 
he was called, “Captain Whitney.” (DAR Index, page 3201.) 
 

Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) “was the first of the family born in 
America. He was one of the earliest settlers, a deacon and original proprietor of Groton, 
Massachusetts, and dwelt there probably until it was burnt by the Indians, during King 
Philip’s War, in the spring of 1676. He returned to Watertown for a few years and died in 
1719. His will was dated April 17, 1713, and proved October 5, 1719.  
 
“He was buried in the old burying ground in Groton. He served as a soldier in King Phil-
ip’s War with his son, Joshua, Jr.” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1645-1718) married first John Shattuck (9th Great-
Granduncle), son of William and Susanna Shattuck (10th Great-Grandparents). He was 
born on February 11, 1646/1647, in Watertown, Massachusetts, and died on September 
14, 1675, in Watertown, where he “drowned passing the Charlestown ferry.” John was in 
Capt. Beers’ company “at the Squakeag fight (at present Northfield, Massachusetts) in 
King Philip’s War and was one of only sixteen survivors, and drowned ten days later 
(September 14, 1675) while crossing the Charlestown Ferry.” John Shattuck’s inventory 
amounted to 42 pounds and 2 shillings. Ruth married second Enoch Lawrence on March 
6, 1676/1677, at Watertown. Enoch was a soldier in Capt. Nicholas Paige’s company 
during King Philip’s War from Watertown, for which he was credited for 2 pounds on 
September 3, 1675. Enoch was one of the garrison in the West Regiment for Middlesex, 
and for Groton, on March 17, 1691/1692. He was wounded in a “fight with Indians on 
July 27, 1694, which almost wholly prevented him from manual labor.” Enoch was taxed 
in the amount of 11 shillings on October 28, 1701, in Groton, Massachusetts. 
 
Samuel Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1648-1731) served in King Philip’s War. On 
October 5, 1675, Boston, he appeared on a payroll of Capt. Henchman’s company. 
Wages 1 pound and 18 shillings. On November 9, 1675, he was paid 4 shillings for 
service at the Garrison in Groton. On December 1675 and January 1676, he served as 
one of Capt. Prentice’s troopers under Capt. Davis. On October 5, 1676, he was paid 19 
shillings for service from Watertown.   
 
Sarah Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1654-1720) married Daniel Harrington on 
October 18, 1681, in Watertown, Massachusetts. He served as a soldier in King Philip’s 
War under Capt. Davenport from November 25, 1675, to December 3, 1675. 
 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-1719). “Apparently, both Thomas Whitney, 
Sr. and his son, Thomas Whitney, Jr., served in King Philip’s War, although it is not clear 
which records apply to which. On October 19, 1675, Thomas Whitney was paid 1 pound 
10 shillings for service at the garrison at Lancaster in King Philip’s War. On December 
20, 1675, Thomas Whitney was paid 1 pound 16 shillings for the same. On August 24, 
1676, one was paid 2 shillings and the other 4 shillings for service from Watertown”  
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Battles 
 
Note: This is an addition to the list of Battles that is shown earlier in this account. Soldiers on 
the previous list are not recorded in this new group. Sometimes information is repeated from 
previous sections for ease of reference. Unknown means that the battle(s), if any, that the rela-
tive participated in is not known.      
  

King Philip’s War 
1675-1676 

 
Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) “was the first of the family born in 
America. He was one of the earliest settlers, a deacon and original proprietor of Groton, 
Massachusetts, and dwelt 
there probably until it was 
burnt by the Indians, dur-
ing King Philip’s War, in 
the spring of 1676. He 
returned to Watertown 
for a few years and died 
in 1719. His will was 
dated April 17, 1713, and 
proved October 5, 1719.  
 
“He was buried in the old 
burying ground in Groton. 
He served as a soldier in 
King Philip’s War with 
his son, Joshua, Jr.” 
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great-
Grandaunt; 1645-1718) mar-
ried first John Shattuck 
(9th Great-Granduncle; 1646-1675). John was in Capt. Beers’ company “at the Squakeag 
fight (at present Northfield, Massachusetts) in King Philip’s War and was one of only 
sixteen survivors, and drowned ten days later (September 14, 1675) while crossing the 
Charlestown Ferry.” Ruth married second Enoch Lawrence on March 6, 1676/1677, at 
Watertown. Enoch was a soldier in Capt. Nicholas Paige’s company during King Philip’s 
War from Watertown, for which he was credited for 2 pounds on September 3, 1675. 
Enoch was one of the garrison in the West Regiment for Middlesex, and for Groton, on 
March 17, 1691/1692. He was wounded in a “fight with Indians on July 27, 1694, which 
almost wholly prevented him from manual labor.”  
 
Samuel Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1648-1731) “served in King Philip’s War. On 
October 5, 1675, Boston, he appeared on a payroll of Capt. Henchman’s company. 
Wages 1 pound and 18 shillings. On November 9, 1675, he was paid 4 shillings for 

Above: Many of our Puritan ancestors in New England fought in 
King Philip’s War, which was a violent and devastating conflict 
for both sides. This old etching depicts a battle between a town’s 
militia and invading Indians in 1675-1676.    
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service at the Garrison in Groton. On December 1675 and January 1676, he served as 
one of Capt. Prentice’s troopers under Capt. Davis. On October 5, 1676, he was paid 19 
shillings for service from Watertown.”   
 
Sarah Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1654-1720) married Daniel Harrington on 
October 18, 1681, in Watertown, Massachusetts. He served as a soldier in King Philip’s 
War under Capt. Davenport from November 25, 1675, to December 3, 1675. 
 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-1719). “Apparently, both Thomas Whit-
ney, Sr. and his son, Thomas Whitney, Jr., served in King Philip’s War, although it is not 
clear which records apply to which. On October 19, 1675, Thomas Whitney was paid 1 
pound 10 shillings for service at the garrison at Lancaster in King Philip’s War. On 
December 20, 1675, Thomas Whitney was paid 1 pound 16 shillings for the same. On 
August 24, 1676, one was paid 2 shillings and the other 4 shillings for service from 
Watertown” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
Special note: King Phillip’s War was one of the most severe conflicts ever experienced 
by our ancestors. Relative to the American Civil War, it was more destructive to life and 
property than even that great American tragedy, and it took generations to fully recover 
from its effects. “In the space of little more than a year, twelve of the region's towns were 
destroyed and many more damaged, the colony's economy was all but ruined, and much 
of its population was killed, including one-tenth of all men available for military service. 
Proportionately, it was one of the bloodiest and costliest wars in the history of North 
America. More than half of New England's towns were attacked by Native American 
warriors.” (Wikipedia.)     
 

Revolutionary War 
1775-1783 
 
Lexington Alarm (April 19, 1775) 
 
Josiah Hastings (son of Josiah Hastings; 6th Great-Granduncle) served as a “private in 
Captain Abraham Peirce’s (Waltham) company, which marched on the alarm of April 
18, 1775, to Concord and Lexington; service one day; company called out by Colonel 
Thomas Gardner and served as guards until Saturday, the fourth day after the fight at 
Concord.” 
 

The Snow Campaign (November 1775 to December 1775) 
 
Captain Field Farrar (5th Great-Granduncle). 
 

Battle of Brandywine (September 11, 1777) 
 

Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; born in 1742) served “in the Company commanded 
by Capt. Nathaniel Cocke of the 7th Virginia Regiment; that he continued to serve in the 
said corps for nearly four years, when he was discharged from service in Alexandria; that 
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Top: Birmingham Quaker meetinghouse, its walls, and bury-
ing ground, where a major part of the Battle of Brandywine 
took place on September 11, 1777 (2012). The American sol-
diers fought behind these walls to hold off the flanking part 
of the British Army. Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; 
born in 1742) served in the 7th Virginia Regiment of the 
Continental Line in this major Revolutionary War battle.     

he was in the Battles of Brandywine [September 11, 1777] and Monmouth [June 28, 
1778].” (Revolutionary War Pension application, dated July 20, 1818.) 
 

Battle of Saratoga (September 19, 1777, to October 17, 1777) 
 

Colonel Timothy Bigelow 
(son of Elizabeth Whitney, 
6th Great-Grandaunt) com-
manded the 15th Massachu-
setts Regiment in the Cont-
inental Army. 
 

Valley Forge (1777-
1778) 
 
Colonel Timothy Bigelow 
(son of Elizabeth Whitney, 
6th Great-Grandaunt) com-
manded the 15th Massachu-
setts Regiment in the Cont-
inental Army. 
 
Battle of Monmouth 
(June 28, 1778) 
 
 

Colonel Timothy Bigelow 
(son of Elizabeth Whitney, 
6th Great-Grandaunt) com-
manded the 15th Massachu-
setts Regiment in the Cont-
inental Army. 
 
Zachariah Bowles (4th Great-
Granduncle; born 1754) en-
listed on January 19, 1777, at 
Allen’s Creek Church in Han-
over County, Virginia, in the 
Virginia Continental line in a 
regiment of artillery com-

manded by Col. Harrison. He served for three years and was discharged on January 14, 
1780, in Morristown, New Jersey, by General Knox. He states in his pension record that 
he fought in the Battle of Monmouth. (Revolutionary War Pension Application of Zach-
ariah Bowles, dated March 30, 1819.)  
 
Moses Parish (5th Great-Granduncle; born 1742) was in the 7th Virginia Regiment of  
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Top: Site of the Battle of Blackstock’s Plantation in 
South Carolina, where Henry Massey (possible 4th 
Great-Granduncle) fought on November 20, 1780.  
Above: Battle of Eutaw Springs, where Henry Mas-
sey served in the cavalry on September 8, 1781.   

the Continental line under Captain Nathaniel Cocke at the Battle of Monmouth. This 
was the second major Revolutionary War battle in which Moses fought.   
 
Redmond Smith (4th Great-Granduncle; 1760-1842) enlisted in August 1777 at Rich-
mond, Virginia, and served in Williams-
burg, Little York, and Richmond, Vir-
ginia. In March 1778 he volunteered 
in Henrico County, Virginia, for one 
year and was marched to headquarters 
at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, where 
he joined the Virginia Regiment. On 
the 28th of June 1778, he fought in 
the Battle of Monmouth. Later, he 
was in a detachment of 1,000 men 
who had a skirmish with the British at 
Valentine’s Hill near New York and 
“was delivered by Morgan.” Redmond 
was discharged on 15th of March 
1779 at Bound Brook, New Jersey. 
 

Waxhaws 
 
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-
Granduncle; 1763-1836), “In a sketch 
of the Waxhaws in Lancaster County, 
South Carolina, mention is made of 
Henry Massey and Andrew Jackson. 
As boys aged 12 to 14, both took 
part in an engagement with the British 
at the Waxhaws when that village 
was ransacked by the British. The 
boys shouldered arms and took an 
active part in the battle or skirmish of 
the Waxhaws. Andrew Jackson, who 
became President of the U.S., was 
forever a friend of Henry Massey.” 
 

Siege of Charleston (March 29, 1780, to May 12, 1780) 
 
William Massey (possible 5th Great-Grandfather; 1743-1841) was a “lt. colonel in the 
Continental Establishment.” He was in the “Siege of Charleston in 1780, and when it fell 
to the British, he became a prisoner of war.” 
 

Battle of Rocky Mount (July 30, 1780) 
 
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was a private in a militia 
company of infantry under General Thomas Sumter.  
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Battle of Hanging Rock (August 6, 1780) 
 
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was a private in a militia 
company of infantry under General Thomas Sumter.  
 
Battle of Blackstock’s Plantation (November 20, 1780) 
 
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was a private in a militia 
company of infantry under General Thomas Sumter.  
 
Battle of Eutaw Springs (September 8, 1781) 
 
Henry Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was a private in a militia 
regiment of cavalry under Colonel Maham in the Battle of Eutaw Springs.  
 
Siege of Yorktown (September 28, 1781, to October 19, 1781) 
 
Colonel Timothy Bigelow (son of Elizabeth Whitney, 6th Great-Grandaunt) commanded 
the 15th Massachusetts Regiment in the Continental Army. 
 
Unknown 
 
General Jedediah Huntington (Cousin; 1743-1818) was a “Revolutionary War hero.”   
 

War of 1812 
1812-1815 

 
Unknown 
 
Joseph Massey Jr. (4th Great-Granduncle; 1773-1836). “During the War of 1812, 
Joseph Massey was appointed to drill and form companies of men for the war.”  
 

Capt. Benjamin Massey (possible 4th Great-Granduncle; 1775-1846).  
 

American Civil War 
1861-1865 

 
Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)  
 
Andrew Broadus Nuckols (1848-1883; father-in-law of Maria Cordelia Bowles, Great-
Grandaunt) enlisted in Company G of the 4th Virginia Calvary on May 9, 1861, and was 
discharged on August 8, 1862. (John Jackson Bowles, Great-Granduncle, also served in 
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Top: First Battle of Bull Run, chromolithograph by 
Kurz & Allison, 1891. Andrew Broadus Nuckols (father-
in-law of Maria Cordelia Bowles, 1848-1883, Great-
Grandaunt) was with the 4th Virginia Calvary in this 
first important battle of the American Civil War on 
July 21, 1861. Above: Battle of Shiloh, made in 1888. 
John Wesley Elder (son of Mary Towler Elder, 4th Great-
Grandaunt) was wounded in this battle, and Frederick 
Farrar, Jr. (grandson of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-
Granduncle) served as a major at Shiloh.       

the 4th Virginia Calvary, beginning in 1864.) On his military record, he is described as 
being 45 years old, with dark complexion, grey eyes and dark hair. He was 5’ 10” tall.  
 
Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862) 
 

John Wesley Elder (1819-1902; 
son of Mary Towler Elder, 4th 
Great-Grandaunt). “When the Civil 
War came, John Wesley Elder felt 
it was his patriotic duty to volun-
teer in the defense of the Confed-
erate cause. He enlisted as member 
of Colonel Hill’s 47th Tennessee 
regiment. At the Battle of Shiloh 
in April 1862, Mr. Elder was badly 
wounded by a Minnie ball, which 
made a permanent indentation in 
his head ‘as deep as an acorn cup.’” 
 
Major Frederick Hillsman Far-
rar Jr. (1837-1863; grandson of 
Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Grand-
uncle) joined as a captain on Sep-
tember 30, 1861, Company A 
(Strawbridge's) 1st Louisiana Inf-
antry. He was serving as a major 
at the time of the Battle of Shiloh. 
A month after the battle he was 
promoted to lt. colonel on May 
23, 1862.   
 

Battle of Port Republic 
(June 9, 1862) 
 
Lieutenant Thomas Farrar (1841- 
1862; grandson of Thomas Farrar, 
5th Great-Granduncle) was mort-
ally wounded at Port Republic on 
June 9, 1862, later passing away 
at Greenwood Hospital. Thomas 
served in the 6th Louisiana Inf-

antry, Company D (Tensas Rifles) during the Civil War.  
 

Seven Days Battles (June 25, 1862, until July 1, 1862) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle)   
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was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” The 14th 
fought in almost all of the famous battles of the Civil War including: The Siege of 
Yorktown (Apr 1861-May 1862), Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), Seven Pines (May 31- 
Jun 1, 1862), Seven Days Battles (Jun 25-Jul 1, 1862), Mechanicsville (Jun 26, 1862), 
Gaines' Mill (Jun 27, 1862), Frayser's Farm (Jun 30, 1862), Cedar Mountain (Aug 9, 
1862), Bristoe Station (Aug 26, 1862), Kettle Run (Aug 27, 1862). 2nd Manassas (Aug 
28-30, 1862), Chantilly (Sep 1, 1862), Harpers Ferry (Sep 12-15, 1862), Sharpsburg (Sep 
17, 1862), Fredericksburg (Dec 13, 1862), Chancellorsville (May 1-4, 1863), 2nd Win-
chester (Jun 14-15, 1863), Gettysburg (Jul 1-3, 1863), Bristoe Campaign (Oct 1863), 
Mine Run Campaign (Nov-Dec 1863), Payne's Farm (Dec 27, 1863), The Wilderness 
(May 5-6, 1864), Spotsylvania Court House (May 8-21, 1864), North Anna (May 23-26, 
1864), Cold Harbor (Jul 1-3, 1864), Lynchburg Campaign (May-Jul 1864), Monocacy 
(Jul 9, 1864), Kernstown (Jul 24, 1864), Shepherdstown (Aug 25, 1864), 3rd Winchester 
(Sep 19, 1864), Fisher's Hill (Sep 22, 1864), Cedar Creek (Oct 19, 1864), Petersburg 
Siege (Jun 1864-Apr 1865), Hatcher's Run (Feb 5-7, 1865), Fort Stedman (Mar 25, 
1865), Petersburg Final Assault (Apr 2, 1865), Sayler's Creek (Apr 6, 1865), and Appo-
mattox Court House (Apr 9, 1865). It is estimated that 1026 men served in the 14th 
Louisiana Infantry during the war. Only 25 men and two officers surrender at Appo-
mattox. No field officers, including Thomas Farrar, were killed in battle.   
 
Battle of Second Manassas (August 28-30, 1862) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 

Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) 
 
Robert Montgomery (1838-1926; husband of Martha Isabella Farrar, granddaughter 
of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) enlisted in the 8th Louisiana Infantry, Company 
E (Franklin Sharpshooters), as a second lieutenant, later promoted to first lieutenant. He 
received a severe wound at the Battle of Sharpsburg, also called Antietam, in 1862. The 8th 
was in many major battles throughout the war. 
  
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 
Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 
Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862-January 3, 1863) 
 
Lt. Colonel Frederick Hillsman Farrar Jr. (1837-1863; grandson of Thomas Farrar,  
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This page: Battle of Antietam. Burnside’s Bridge (top) 
and Dunker Church (above), where major fighting took 
place at Antietam on September 17, 1862. Above: Both 
Union and Confederate dead lay together by the Dunker 
Church, located north of Sharpsburg, Maryland. Capt. 
Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas 
Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was captain of Company 
A., 14th Louisiana Infantry at Antietam. 

5th Great-Granduncle) was wounded in the Battle at Stones River (Murfreesboro) on 
January 3, 1863. He died from the wounds on January 6, 1863. 
 
Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1-4, 1863) 
 

Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar 
(1817-1880; son of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was 
“captain of Company A., 14th 
Louisiana Infantry during the 
Civil War.” 
 

Battle of Gettysburg 
(July 1-3, 1863) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar 
(1817-1880; son of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was 
“captain of Company A., 14th 
Louisiana Infantry during the 
Civil War.” 
 

Advance on Little Rock 
(August 27, 1863) 
 
Thomas A. Russell (husband of 
Kate Tinker, daughter of Charles 
Tinker, 3rd Great-Granduncle). 
“At the breaking out of the Re-
bellion, though hardly yet in his 
teens, he enlisted in the defense 
of the stars and stripes, on the 25th 
day of March, 1862, in Company 
C, Third Missouri Cavalry (Union), 
with which he participated in 
many hard-fought battles [most 
took place in Arkansas]. After 
three years of service, with honor 
to himself and his country, he 
was discharged in March 1865.” 
 

Battle of Marks Mill (April 3-4, 1864) 
 
Thomas A. Russell (husband of Kate Tinker, daughter of Charles Tinker, 3rd Great-
Granduncle) served in Company C, Third Missouri Cavalry (Union).  
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Top: Battle of Fredericksburg. Capt. Thomas Prince 
Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-
Granduncle) was captain of Company A., 14th Loui-
siana Infantry at Fredericksburg. Above: Ron Martin 
next to the famous stone wall at Fredericksburg, where 
Union troops were repeatedly repulsed by Confederates 
in December 1862.  

Battle of Poison Springs (April 18, 1864) 
 
William Phillips (son of John B. Phillips, 3rd Great-Granduncle). William was wounded 
in the Battle of Poison Springs on April 18, 1864. He was taken home (his parent’s home 
in Dallas County, Arkansas, was 
only about thirty miles away) 
where he died two weeks later. 
He was only 18 years old.   
 

Battle of Mansfield 
(April 8, 1864) 
 
Frederick Hillsman Farrrar 
(1812-1896; son of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle). “Dur-
ing the early part of the Civil 
War, Frederick served as Colonel 
of Militia organizing troops for 
the state (Mississippi). After los-
ing two sons in battle and his 
home and property to occupant-
ion, Frederick enlisted as a private 
in Company K, Chalmette Reg-
iment Militia at age fifty, later 
enlisting in Colonel Isaac Harri-
son's 3rd Cavalry Regiment in 
Western Louisiana, fighting in the 
Battle of Mansfield.” 
 
“The Union forces held their po-
sitions for a short time before 
being overwhelmed by Confed-
erate attacks and driven from the 
field. The battle was a decisive 
Confederate victory which stop-
ped the advance of the Union 
army's Red River Campaign during the American Civil War.” 
 

Battle of The Wilderness (May 5-6, 1864) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 

Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8-21, 1864) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle)  
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
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Above: Battle of Stones River. Lt. Colonel Frederick 
Hillsman Farrar Jr. (1837-1863; grandson of Thomas 
Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was wounded in the 
Battle at Stones River (Murfreesboro) on January 3, 
1863, and died January 6, 1863. 

Battle of Cold Harbor (July 1-3, 1864) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar (1817-1880; son of Thomas Farrar, 5th Great-Granduncle) 
was “captain of Company A., 14th Louisiana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 
Siege of Petersburg June 1864-April 1865) 
 

Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar 
(1817-1880; son of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was 
“captain of Company A., 14th 
Louisiana Infantry during the Civil 
War.” 
 
Appomattox Court House 
(April 9, 1865) 
 
Capt. Thomas Prince Farrar 
(1817-1880; son of Thomas Far-
rar, 5th Great-Granduncle) was “cap-
tain of Company A., 14th Loui-
siana Infantry during the Civil War.” 
 
Unknown 
 

Walter H. Tinker (born 1838; son of Edwin B. Tinker, 3rd Great-Granduncle). “In 1858 
he began to learn the carpenter’s trade, which occupation he followed until the breaking 
out of the rebellion, when he entered the state service, and the following September he 
was wounded by the accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of Amos Crossman, who 
was cleaning it. The ball struck our subject in the leg and split, and glancing, killed Leut. 
Martin and wounded Thomas Hunter, so that he died from the effects in a short time, and 
wounded Mr. Tinker so that his leg had to be amputated four inches below the right knee. 
This disabled him for further duty, although he remained in the service until his time 
expired.”  
 
Note: All Battlefield paintings in this Family Military History are from Wikipedia and 
are not copyrighted.  
 
(This edition of Family Military History does not include additions made to most of the 
individual histories in Worthy to Remember.) 
 
 



Top left: Nauvoo, Illinois Temple in May 2002. Top right: Houston, Texas Temple in 2002. 
Above left: Salt Lake City, Utah Temple in December 1994. Above right: Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Temple in 1994, where I was married in 1977. Genealogical research has its own merit, but the 
work done for ancestors in temples such as these, takes it to a higher, deeper level of meaning.    

 

Conclusion 
 

 
few years ago, I read that astronomers at UCLA had discovered the brightest 
star thus far found in the universe. The object is estimated to be ten million 
times more luminous than our sun. (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1998 Year 

Book, “Astronomy.”) It had not been seen before because, until recently, scientists 

did not have instruments that could penetrate the dust and gas of the Pistol Nebulae 
that blocked our view. 
       
I believe that like the dust blocking our view of a magnificent star, the veil over the earth  
prevents our view of the spirit world where our ancestors now dwell. I look forward    

A
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Top right: Michael Martin in front 
of the San Diego, California Temple; 
1999. Right: The Kirtland, Ohio 
Temple; 1994, which was completed 
in 1836. Above: The Dallas, Texas 
Temple; 1994. My heart turned to 
my ancestors as a young person, and 
now at the age of 59 I care about 
them even more. I have felt a moral 
obligation to complete this compil-
ation of my family’s history in a 
manner worthy of their legacy. It 
has given my life a deeper meaning, 
and I’m grateful to have had this 
privilege.    

to the day when I shall join my family there in a great reunion. It will be special 
meeting Augustus Burnet Smith, Redman Rudd Smith, John Houghton, and many others.  
One of the questions I will ask them is whether or not they knew of this book. 

Personally, I like to think that they know about this 
record and are pleased that they have not been 

forgotten. It is possible that they are just as interested in our lives as we are in theirs. 
 
In 1946 my great-aunt, Mabel Barker Davis, placed a meaningful epitaph on her hus-
band’s gravestone. It reads: “God could not have made earthly ties so strong to break 
them in eternity.” She had not been taught that marriage relationships could be eternal, 
but sensed that this should be the case. No one wants to be separated from their loved 
ones and through the gospel of Jesus Christ we can be together forever. This is one of the 
great truths of life.        
 
My ancestors have enriched my life even though most of them passed away a long time 
ago. It is by the design of God and through them that I am now in the middle of my mortal 
existence. And when my life is over and I pass through that veil I will see clearly, as they 
do now, that “all things have been done in the wisdom of Him who knoweth all things.” 
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